Listening: Spoken Meaning, Changes and
Evidence

TOEFL iBT

- Vocabulary in context

Word

Example

indirect request /mdar'rekt rr'kwest/

idiom /diem/

causal claim /ko:z klemm/

confounding factor /ken'favndm 'fekts/

cautious attitude /kofos =titju:d/

“Could you open the window?” is an indirect
request.
“Could you open the window?”

The idiom “under the weather” means feeling ill.
“under the weather”

A causal claim says one thing causes another.

Age could be a confounding factor that affects both
results.

The speaker shows a cautious attitude: she says
“perhaps” often.
“perhaps”
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