Verbs
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P + Subject + Verb Phrase —”I bet (you wouldn’t
dare)”

In spoken Chinese, i voices a confident, slightly challenging bet —"I bet -+, I'm sure -
, you wouldn’t dare.” The speaker is daring the other person, so it almost always comes
with N / ¥ plus #, and the speaker is usually .

Structure: {j{ + Subject + 4 + /&N / & + Verb Phrase
{zh: 9t |liang|I bet / fth |talhe / 2 [y¢ / ANEL [bu gén|wouldn’t dare / ! }
I bet he wouldn’t dare!

{zh: & |wo|l / 1 [liang|bet / & |nilyou / 1 [y& / AEL [bit gan|wouldn’t dare / %
lqi|go and / #iff [téu su|complain / . }

I bet you wouldn’t dare go and complain.

Remember: ji = a daring ”I bet you wouldn’t-:-” —a confident challenge, leaning

ont + A / ¥ (WAL AHL, "bet he wouldn’t dare”). The speaker is usually ¥, sizing
up the other person.

Watch out

o It’s spoken and a touch confrontational —it almost always carries the A /¥% + 3,
not a plain positive.



