Nouns
Ref Hsk6 Grammar

7 + 443i—"this, one’s own”

In formal written Chinese, 4% means "this (very) / one’s own” —always the speaker’s
own side. It pairs with single-syllable nouns (A, 1%, 17, [, &, H, 4, k) and a few
two-syllable ones (A 1], H4). AN = "I, myself” (common on résumés).

Structure: 4% + Noun

{zh: % %2 I |gu ke zhl shang|customer-first / J& |shilis / A |bénlour / /A H] |gong
stlcompany’s / ] |de / PR |l nian|ethos / . }

"Customer first” is our company’s ethos.

{zh: 7 |bén|this / #Z |xido|school / A |bu|doesn’t / FLIF |[yun xt|allow / ZME |wai
xiaoloutside / 24 |xué sheng|students / FE{# |sui bian|to freely / #EH |jin chu|come

and go / . }
This school doesn’t allow outside students to come and go freely.

Remember: Z = ”this very / our own (side)” —the voice of notices and officialese:
ANHE] (Pour company”), A ("this school”), A< A (71, myself”). It always speaks from
the in-group.

Watch out

NI

o It’s self-referential and formal —for a plain "this,” use X.

16 + PE—"-ness, -ity” (a quality)

The suffix $ turns a word into an abstract quality —-ness, -ity, -ability” (also "-ic”).
Like fk, it’s a productive suffix: A gk, BB, Blagtk, 1714,

Structure: Word + Jf

{zh: XA |zhe ge|this / J7Z |fang an|plan / & |méi youlhas no / WJf71E |ké xing
xing|feasibility / . }

This plan isn’t feasible.

{zh: AR |ni|lyour / ) |de / YE& |zud pin|work / #K#K [yue 141 yué|more and more / A
lyoulhas / G#E M |chuang zao xing|creativity / . }

Your work is more and more creative.

Remember: #f = ”-ness / -ity” —turns a word into an abstract quality: 7] G4
(possibility), B (importance), {74 (feasibility), GxE M (creativity). It’s the
noun-making sibling of the verb-making 1k.

Watch out



o It builds a noun of quality —pair it with & / %A (A 4f71), not used like an
adjective.



