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HSK 5 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

i} vs 3 (usually / ordinary)

B Usually, but not today

e Your grandfather normally goes to bed at nine, but tonight is New Year’s Eve.

. BETHILARET, SRA—HESH+ K. — “Grandpa usually goes to bed

at nine, but today he waited up until midnight.”

B B} = usually, in ordinary times (a time word)

o B} contrasts ordinary days with a special time: “FRHE:, FARA G,

o It can be a noun: FRFEHf—4FE — “the same as usual”.

PRI, FARAFE.

ta ping shi hén mang zhou mo cdi you kong

Word guide: i — he; ) — usually; R — very; {I- — busy; JEK — at weekends; 74 —

only then; %5 — is free.

SEBY: usually - #1: but this time

who when verb
X232 =1
AR Ay R T
yéye pingshi jit dian jiu shui le
Grandpa usually is asleep by nine

SRANFR+TH
jintian que déng dao shi'er dian

but waited till twelve today
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B E$ = usual, ordinary (adjective and time word)

o P can mean “usually” like “FH}: FoP8 L EGEIR.
o It can also be an adjective: “ordinary, common”: X 2fR I — “This is a
very ordinary thing.”

ERBFHEHE.

zhé shi hén ping chdng de shi

Word guide: iX — this; & — is; fR — very; % — ordinary; 35 — thing.
B Only ¥4 is an adjective

. “Ordinary” takes F#f: T4, TAHERE. Not FTHY.

« Both can mean “usually”; *F-H} contrasts more clearly with a special occasion.

B Versus B

o JH¥ = generally, as a rule, a little more formal: 4R4738 & JLETF].
o P} / FE are more about personal routine.

BITEBE LRI T.

yin hdng tong chdng jiu dian kai mén

Word guide: 4847 — banks; % — generally; JLA — at nine; JF[] — open.
B Recap

o B} = usually, ordinary times (time word / noun); 3&& = usually, or “ordinary”
(adjective).
e “Ordinary” = ¥ only; i fF = as a rule.

Practise this pattern step by step.

PAIG vs ZJ5 (after / afterwards)

B In a formal report

e You are writing up what happened after a company meeting.

. &NEHRZIE, BHEMTHRIIR]. — “After the meeting ended, the manager

announced the new plan.”

B PJ5 and ZJ5 = after
« X + PAJF / ZJ5 both mean “after X”: FPASG / P2 5.

e )5 sounds a little more formal and written.

Bz g, XT L.
bi yé zhi hou ta qu le Shang hdi
Word guide: H)I — graduation; 2 J5 — after; fif. — he; 2 — went to; I — Shanghai.
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...2ZJa: after (formal L)

when who verb

FWERZE £33 B TR

hulyl jiéshl zhihou jinglt xuanbu le xin de jihua

after the meeting the manager announced a new plan

B Alone at the start
o ZJG can start a sentence meaning “afterwards”: {14 THEHYE. 25, i

PN A

o PAJG alone at the start usually means “in the future, from now on”: PAJGH <
=
=

I

2, BRMOEER.

zht hou wo men qu chi fan

Word guide: 2 J5 — afterwards; F4{] — we; & — went; IZ1 — to eat.
B Past “afterwards” versus future “from now on”

o “Afterwards” in a past story: Z )5 (or J53K), not a bare PAJ5.

e “From now on”: PAJiF, not ZJ5: PAJGHIRE| T .

B With a time span

« Both follow a duration: = KPAJ5 / = KZJ5 = three days later.
e 2 J5 also pairs with NA: ANAZ 5 — “not long after”.
RAZIE, MREET.

bu jit zhit hou ta jiu hui guo le
Word guide: “NA — not long; Z Ji5 — after; fth — he; 5f; — then; [H][E — returned home.

B Recap

« X PUE / X ZJ5 = after X; 2 J5 is more formal.
o Alone: ZJ5 = afterwards (past); PAJ§ = in the future, from now on.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

B SR} vs P8 (usually / ordinary)

2801.1 Complete: “This is a very ordinary thing” X2 ....... Y3,
2801.2 Which is wrong?

o A BRSPS
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« B. BURMRAFI S

o C. - FEARIT.

o D. flFHEAR,

2801.3 Build: “He’s usually busy; only at weekends is he free.”
Arrange all chunks: A /%5, / M-FRHRIC /, / FEK
2801.4 jf ¥ is a little more formal than .

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2801.5 Your grandfather normally goes to bed at nine, but tonight is New Year’s Eve.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B D5 vs ZJ5 (after / afterwards)

2802.1 Past story: “We went to the museum. Afterwards, we ate.” {72 T HEYIE .
ey AT,
2802.2 “From now on, please don’t be late.” Which fits?

. A JEK

« B. )5

e C.2ZJE

« D.PAJE

2802.3 Build: “Not long after, he returned home.”
Arrange all chunks: |, fl / 5t / AAZ )G / BIET
2802.4 FifPA)G and T2 J5 mean the same.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

HARRE T .

2802.5 You are writing up what happened after a company meeting. Close the ex-
amples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English
what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and
try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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Answers and explanations

B Zpf vs ¥4 (usually / ordinary)

2801.1 -2

Only % is an adjective meaning “ordinary”.

2801.2 B. X 2RIy .

“F-H} is a time noun (“usually, ordinary times”), not an adjective, so fRF-Hf [t is
wrong. The adjective “ordinary” is “F45: fR-F-H i) ZE

2801.3 fth-P-IARI, AIARAH =

S} contrasts with the weekend.

2801.4 True.

True. %5 (“as a rule, normally”) is slightly more formal than “F-f and often states
general patterns.

2801.5 One possible response: 555 JLSBEHE T, & KREA—EHZEF+ 5.
Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o “Ordinary” takes *Fi: RFH, FH a5, Not fRFHt.

o Both can mean “usually”; -} contrasts more clearly with a special occasion.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B PG vs ZJ5 (after / afterwards)
2802.1 2 J5

Afterwards in a past story: Z J5.
2802.2 D. DAJG

PAJ5G alone means “from now on, in future”: PAJGiE B3R T . 2 J5 needs a reference
event (NRZJE), JGK is only for the past, and #& 5 means “and then”.

2802.3 AAZ )G, fimlE T .

NAZ )G + clause.

2802.4 True.

After a clause, both mean “after”.

2802.5 One possible response: 245K 2 5, S@MEMN T HNITR .
Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
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o “Afterwards” in a past story: Z )5 (or J53K), not a bare PAJ5.
e “From now on”: PAJF, not ZJ5: PAJGHIRE| T .

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.
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