Sentence Patterns
HSK 5 Grammar

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

Advanced #8 (3£ + Obj + Verb + result)

B Show what happens to a known object

¢ You ask a friend to finish a particular book.

o FEIXAFEFSE. — & brings the known book before the action and its result.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is Advanced & (8 + Obj + Verb + result). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RIEPERT .

wo bd shu kan wan le

Word guide: 3 — I; 45 — book; & 5% — finish reading.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, THIEXAEFFS5E, - 8 brings the known book before the
action and its result.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o {1 sentences also occur as requests, plans and negations.
e They do not always report an action already completed.

B Use the distinction
o #[ brings the known book before the action and its result.

« 1% sentences also occur as requests, plans and negations. They do not always report
an action already completed.

B Try it with help closed

You ask a friend to finish a particular book. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: XA FHSE .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o [ sentences also occur as requests, plans and negations.

e They do not always report an action already completed.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

N1 + A + N2 4+ Adj (no more ... than)

B No greater than does not mean equal

e One person denies being taller than another.
o WAKWAME . — The speaker is no taller, allowing equal height or shorter height.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is N1 + ANl + N2 + Adj (no more
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

... than).

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BAHAbE .

wo bu bi ta gao

Word guide: 3 — I; Ak — no more than; fifi — him; & — tall.
B Read examples in context

 In the opening example, A WAME . : The speaker is no taller, allowing equal
height or shorter height.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o EAME normally states being shorter in this comparison.
o AEt does not by itself decide between equality and a lower value.



B Use the distinction
e The speaker is no taller, allowing equal height or shorter height.

o %A S normally states being shorter in this comparison. Ak does not by itself
decide between equality and a lower value.

B Try it with help closed

One person denies being taller than another. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: A HAh .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o A ME normally states being shorter in this comparison.

o ANt does not by itself decide between equality and a lower value.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

E + Verb + gi + Verb (if you’re going to, do it right)

B The repeated frame takes its force from the rest

e A coach asks someone to practise seriously if they practise at all.
o EEEMAE, — The condition leads to an insistence on serious effort here.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is B + Verb + g + Verb (if you’re going to, do
it right). Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BSOSO -
Yao zuo jit zuo hdo
Word guide: % — if going to; f{f — do; & — then; i — do well.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, BEEFIAEY:. : The condition leads to an insistence on
serious effort here.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o FSEWLE can instead grant permission or express impatience.
» Repetition alone does not always mean doing something well.

B Use the distinction

o The condition leads to an insistence on serious effort here.

o FEFLE can instead grant permission or express impatience. Repetition alone
does not always mean doing something well.

B Try it with help closed

A coach asks someone to practise seriously if they practise at all. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: ZiaFiiih H .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o FSERLE can instead grant permission or express impatience.

o Repetition alone does not always mean doing something well.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

PART (can’t do without)

B An essential person differs from an expected problem

e A team needs one particular member’s expertise.
o XMHFESARTHR. — The speaker presents that person as indispensable to the task.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is AT (can’t do without). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XHRELART R

zhé jian shi shao bu lido nt

Word guide: iX — this; 4 — (measure word); % — matter; />R — can’t do without;
i — you.



B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, XA THR. : The speaker presents that person as
indispensable to the task.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o TRAT/DAS T RS instead presents trouble as expected.
o Context distinguishes necessity from an anticipated accompaniment.

B Use the distinction

o The speaker presents that person as indispensable to the task.

o JikAT/VA TS instead presents trouble as expected. Context distinguishes ne-
cessity from an anticipated accompaniment.

B Try it with help closed

A team needs one particular member’s expertise. Close the examples. Say a Man-
darin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: X4/ TR,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o JRAT/DAS T RRMI instead presents trouble as expected.

o Context distinguishes necessity from an anticipated accompaniment.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

A ZF B (equals / amounts to)

B Distinguish literal equality from a rhetorical equation

o A speaker warns that not practising prevents improvement.

o RGIETHHFHERHS. — % T rhetorically treats not practising as giving

up an opportunity.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is A 4¢F B (equals / amounts to). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

Zim—&Fm.

er jia ér déng yu st

Word guide: —. — two; il — plus; —. — two; ZF — equals; P — four.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, A& ETFTHFERERPLES. : % T rhetorically treats
not practising as giving up an opportunity.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

« Mathematical equality is exact; a figurative equation is an evaluation that can be
disputed.

¢ Do not turn a speaker’s comparison into a universal factual rule.

B Use the distinction

o ZEF rhetorically treats not practising as giving up an opportunity.

« Mathematical equality is exact; a figurative equation is an evaluation that can be
disputed. Do not turn a speaker’s comparison into a universal factual rule.

B Try it with help closed

A speaker warns that not practising prevents improvement. Close the examples.

Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what

the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: %5~ S5 T FIEAL P4 .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Mathematical equality is exact; a figurative equation is an evaluation that can
be disputed.

e Do not turn a speaker’s comparison into a universal factual rule.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

M ... B (from within)

B Draw a lesson from an abstract source

¢ A team identifies lessons from a failed attempt.
o BRMMEM P2, — The failed experience is the source of learning.



B Build the form
e The pattern in this lesson is A ... H (from within). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BMONKMHE
wo men cong shi bai zhong xué xi
Word guide: {7 — we; M — from; K — failure; H' — within; %> — learn.

B Read examples in context
e In the opening example, BATMEWBHFEEY] . : The failed experience is the source
of learning.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o 1 can refer to an abstract experience as well as a physical set or container.
o The sentence does not claim that learning automatically occurs without reflection.

B Use the distinction

e The failed experience is the source of learning.

o 1 can refer to an abstract experience as well as a physical set or container. The
sentence does not claim that learning automatically occurs without reflection.

B Try it with help closed

A team identifies lessons from a failed attempt. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. FExplain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: M I H 24> .
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o M1 can refer to an abstract experience as well as a physical set or container.

o The sentence does not claim that learning automatically occurs without reflec-
tion.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

JG ... 7] ... (have no ... to ...)

B Interpret lack of an available option

o A speaker has nothing further to say.
o BILTERPE. — The speaker presents no available words to say.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is Jg ... AJ ... (have no ...
original interlinear examples below.

to ...). Locate it in the

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RIEFETU
wo wi hua k€ shuo
Word guide: F — I; F5i% — no words; 7] — to; ¥ — say.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, FILIFE W P : The speaker presents no available words
to say.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o T] expresses possibility in this compact frame.

o L] E may be figurative; do not assume every Ji ... 1] .. phrase describes a
literal location.

B Use the distinction

o The speaker presents no available words to say.
o 1] expresses possibility in this compact frame. Joi§P]5E may be figurative; do not
assume every Ji ... A] .. phrase describes a literal location.



B Try it with help closed

A speaker has nothing further to say. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,

then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.

Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: F TG R Vi

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e ] expresses possibility in this compact frame.

o L&V SE may be figurative; do not assume every Jg .. °] .. phrase describes a
literal location.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

AE .., £F# ... 4 ... (not only ..., even ...)

B Add the case that is striking in this context

¢ A learner can use standard Chinese and also a local dialect.

- AESFX, BREETFH,

striking additional ability.

— The dialect is presented as an especially

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is MB ..., HZE# ... #i ... (not only ..., even ...).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

AMESH, EEEFFHE.

ta bi dan hui Zhong wén sheén zhi lidn fang ydn yé hui

Word guide: fi — he; ANM{H — not only; £ — can; H1 % — Chinese; # % — even; & —
even; T & — dialects; H — also; £ — can.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, R BL P, EEEH S WL . : The dialect is presented
as an especially striking additional ability.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o What counts as striking depends on the speaker’s expectation.

e The sentence does not establish that every dialect is harder than every standard-
language task.

B Use the distinction

o The dialect is presented as an especially striking additional ability.

o What counts as striking depends on the speaker’s expectation. The sentence does
not establish that every dialect is harder than every standard-language task.

B Try it with help closed

A learner can use standard Chinese and also a local dialect. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: ftiMHESHF Y, EREFSHS.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

¢ I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o What counts as striking depends on the speaker’s expectation.

e The sentence does not establish that every dialect is harder than every standard-
language task.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

R/ # ... HXHK + Noun (related to)

B Build a modifier without claiming a cause

¢ You identify an issue connected with health.

o PRMERRA XBEE. — The phrase modifies [ as health-related.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Bg / $l ... HXH + Noun (related to). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

R BRI i R
zhé shi gen jian kang you guan de wen ti

Word guide: iX — this; J& — is; #} — with; 5 — health; 75 3¢ — related; ] — issue.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, BB XHIE/H. : The phrase modifies [ as health-
related.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.



B Know the boundary

o £ states a relationship, not proof that health caused the issue.
o IR and fil can both introduce the related topic here.

B Use the distinction
o The phrase modifies i)/l as health-related.

o 7F X states a relationship, not proof that health caused the issue. FR and Fl can
both introduce the related topic here.

B Try it with help closed

You identify an issue connected with health. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: FRH:FA X1 ) 8,
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o A4 states a relationship, not proof that health caused the issue.
o IR and Ml can both introduce the related topic here.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

i (the so-called ...)

B A named term can be explained neutrally

o A teacher defines what sustainable development means.

o FHEVRELER, BISRBBEMRREZBE. — FTiF introduces the term being
defined.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is ffi§ (the so-called ...). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BriBmszh, ARR&.
suo wéi de chéng gong bu zhi shi qidn
Word guide: fffiff — so-called; B3] — success; A~ — not; HJ& — only; 4% — money.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, FriHAFEEE KRR, RIGHKBIAEMAKMZRE. « il
introduces the term being defined.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e ATiH can also signal scepticism in a context such as i) LK.
¢ The word alone does not force a dismissive attitude.

B Use the distinction

o I introduces the term being defined.

o ATiH can also signal scepticism in a context such as FriFH# % %. The word alone
does not force a dismissive attitude.

B Try it with help closed

A teacher defines what sustainable development means. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: Frig [ fFE: ki, 48300 PAER AR AR I KR

¢ My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o ATiH can also signal scepticism in a context such as i L.

e« The word alone does not force a dismissive attitude.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

¥ + Time + P (within a span)
B A deadline differs from taking the full duration

e An instruction allows up to three days for completion.
o EE=FXHEM. - Completion is required within the stated time window.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is £ + Time + P (within a span). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BE=RKHNTER.

qing zai san tian net wdn chéng



Word guide: {§ — please; £ — within; =K - three days; N — within; 2% — finish.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, FHE=RHN T, :

stated time window.

Completion is required within the

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o Finishing sooner still meets this wording.
« Work out the starting point from the instruction; P does not specify that the task
lasts exactly three days.

B Use the distinction

o Completion is required within the stated time window.

o Finishing sooner still meets this wording. Work out the starting point from the
instruction; PN does not specify that the task lasts exactly three days.

B Try it with help closed

An instruction allows up to three days for completion. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: 7 =K N 5E

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Finishing sooner still meets this wording.

o Work out the starting point from the instruction; P does not specify that the
task lasts exactly three days.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

7] ..., 4 ... (would rather)

B A preference accepts a cost

o A person prefers walking to taking a bus.
o WTER, HA%ZE., - Walking is the stated preference over the bus option.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is 0] ... , # ... (would rather). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RTGER, BABE.
wo ning ké zou lu yé bu zuo che
Word guide: & — I; 57 0] — would rather; % — walk; # — than; A — not; AL% —

take a bus.

B Read examples in context
e In the opening example, T RIFER , WAMZE, : Walking is the stated preference
over the bus option.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

¢ The sentence expresses a choice or willingness.

o It does not report that the walk already occurred or that the preference applies
without limits in every situation.

B Use the distinction

o Walking is the stated preference over the bus option.

o The sentence expresses a choice or willingness. It does not report that the walk
already occurred or that the preference applies without limits in every situation.

B Try it with help closed

A person prefers walking to taking a bus. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: T EH, WAL,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o The sentence expresses a choice or willingness.

o It does not report that the walk already occurred or that the preference applies
without limits in every situation.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.



Verb + Bt + Verb (indifference / a shrug)

B Accept a challenge in the repeated frame

e A friend challenges you to go; you agree defiantly.
o EEEZE, fF4. — The speaker accepts going and dismisses the challenge.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Verb + ¥{ + Verb (indifference / a shrug).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

=%, 4.

qu jit qu pd shén me

Word guide: % — go; #t — then; % — go; i — fear; {14 — what.
B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, XEEZE, 44 . : The speaker accepts going and dismisses
the challenge.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o Tone may show defiance, resignation or indifference.
e The repeated verb does not mean the speaker has no feelings at all.

B Use the distinction

e The speaker accepts going and dismisses the challenge.
e Tone may show defiance, resignation or indifference. The repeated verb does not
mean the speaker has no feelings at all.

B Try it with help closed

A friend challenges you to go; you agree defiantly. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: £5t%, 4.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Tone may show defiance, resignation or indifference.

e The repeated verb does not mean the speaker has no feelings at all.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Action, ¥ + Purpose (so that)

B Make a later action easier

» You suggest sleeping early to make an early start possible.
. B, IHE#., - I introduces the purpose served by sleeping early.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is Action, #f + Purpose (so that). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

B, .
zao didn shui hdo zdo qi
Word guide: H.35 — earlier; i — sleep; ¥ — so that; g — get up early.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, B 5, HFHE&. : 4 introduces the purpose served by
sleeping early.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e This is purpose, not a claim that the early start has happened.
o The adjective #F in flif3#f is a different use.



B Use the distinction

o f introduces the purpose served by sleeping early.

o This is purpose, not a claim that the early start has happened. The adjective &
in MR 4T is a different use.

B Try it with help closed

You suggest sleeping early to make an early start possible. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: H. &, -5,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This is purpose, not a claim that the early start has happened.

o The adjective #f in flifR#f is a different use.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

—MH ... , —MA ... (two things at once)

B Two actions overlap in time

o Someone talks on the phone while walking.
o fb—MEE, —MEITHIE. — The walking and phoning occur alongside each other.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is —Ji ... , —J ... (two things at once). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

fb—TEE, —HEITHE.
ta yi mian zou yi midan da dian hua
Word guide: fif, — he; —Jfj — while; 3£ — walk; —f] — and; ] H{% — phone.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, fi—E7E, —MEFTHIE. : The walking and phoning occur
alongside each other.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

¢ The frame indicates overlapping actions, not a sequence where the first must end
before the second starts.

e The overlap need not mean identical start and finish times.

B Use the distinction

o The walking and phoning occur alongside each other.

o The frame indicates overlapping actions, not a sequence where the first must end
before the second starts. The overlap need not mean identical start and finish
times.

B Try it with help closed

Someone talks on the phone while walking. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: fii—JaE, —HFTHIG.
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The frame indicates overlapping actions, not a sequence where the first must end
before the second starts.

e The overlap need not mean identical start and finish times.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

AR .., iR .. (either ... or ...)

B An asserted pair of alternatives may still be mistaken

o A friend guesses someone is either reading or sleeping.

o fEARIEREYN, BLRTEFE F5. — The speaker presents those two alternatives as the
possibilities.
B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is KR ... , B ... (either ...
original interlinear examples below.

or ...). Locate it in the

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

A RAEREN, RRERH.

ta bu shi zai shui jido jiu shi zai kan shu

Word guide: fili — he; ANJ& — either; ¥£ — (doing); HEW — sleep; §ifi/& — or; #£ — (doing);
EH - read.



B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, fUARIERER , BEETLEF . - The speaker presents those
two alternatives as the possibilities.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e This is the speaker’s account, which can be wrong.
o It does not prove that other activities are impossible in reality.

B Use the distinction

o The speaker presents those two alternatives as the possibilities.

e This is the speaker’s account, which can be wrong. It does not prove that other
activities are impossible in reality.

B Try it with help closed

A friend guesses someone is either reading or sleeping. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: fliANE7EHED, WEEH .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This is the speaker’s account, which can be wrong.

o It does not prove that other activities are impossible in reality.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.




