#MA

HSK 5 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

Advanced degree complements (1§ + 18 / Efy ...)

B After a twenty-kilometre hike

e You finally reach the hostel after walking all day in the mountains.

. REBES, H2HARKT . — “I'm dead tired; I don’t feel like doing anything.”

"Adj+R+ R/ B/ M7/ ABT

o These degree complements push an adjective to a high degree: #1548, 53
fir, BAFAAT, IS T

o They all follow the pattern Adj + 45 + complement and end the clause.

RBR/ATT .
wo e de bu xing le
Word guide: 3¢ — I; % — hungry; 47 — unbearably.

Adjective + 13E75: terribly

who verb link

~ PA=] A
=S 25 Gk
wo lei de yaoming

| am tired to death

B Different flavours

o f848: emphatic but mild — X HZEFSHK. BEAM / F5AFT: very colloquial, often
a complaint — K EiAY.

o BABT: very strong, good or bad — EXMEANE T .

fb T AR B A o

ta yd téng de yao ming
Word guide: fth — he; % — tooth; ¥& — aching; ZLAy — terribly.
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B Not literal, and no extra f§

o 3£y does not mean real danger: 1521y just means “freezing”.
o No 1R before the adjective: 1524y, not 8 BE15-2i A4y,

B Versus the plain degree adverb

o JEH A / FFHIZR are neutral and fine in writing.
o The 5 complements sound spoken and expressive; keep them out of formal essays.

RERIEER.
wo jin tian fei chdng lei
Word guide: 3¢ — I; &K — today; JEH — very; & — tired.

B Recap
e Adj + 8B + B / By / MMT / ABT = very, extremely (spoken, expressive).

o Not literal; no f before; use %, in writing,.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Verb + 87T / AT (can / can’t manage)

® Too much food

e Your host keeps adding dishes to the table, far more than two people can eat.
o XALE, BIMEART . — “This much food — we can’t possibly eat it all.”

" Verb + 7T / AT (lido)

o Verb + 87 = can manage it; Verb + AT = can’t manage it: £57T / EA
T WEART AT

e T here is read lido (“finish, manage”).

HARBEE, EAT.

ming tian wo you shi qu bu lido

Word guide: K — tomorrow; 3 — I; 5§53+ — am busy; % — go; AT — can’t.

Verb + R7: can't (manage) to

thing who not
. /, —-— YA =
XA Al IZART
zheme dud cai women chi bu lido
so much food we can't finish
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B Ability, quantity, endurance
e Quantity: = fNAIEATXAL . — “One person can’t eat this much.”
o Endurance: XAMBR, BZAT. — “I can’t stand this heat.”

RARHIK, RZAT .

zhé me ré de tian wo shou bu lido

Word guide: X4 — so; # — hot; K — weather; 3 — I; 324 — can’t stand.
B Read it liao

e InWZ AT / FI5T, T = lido, not the particle le.

o Ask with both forms: /REETEANT? or JREMHETHE?

B RT versus A5 and AfE

o IZ/N5E = can’t finish (the food is left over); iZA T = can’t manage (too much, or
unable).

o AfE = not allowed or not able in general: fRAHEE — “You can’t (aren’t allowed
to) go.

K%, RS
cas tai duo chi bu wdn
Word guide: 3¢ — food; X — too; £ — much; 7 — eat; /A — (can’t); 5¢ — finish.

B Recap
« Verb + BT / RT (lido) = can / can’t manage: ZART, AT, ZART.

e AN5Z means unable to finish; /NHE can express inability or prohibition, depending
on context.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Result complements £ / 7 / Hi3k

® Hold on tight

e You are helping your little sister learn to ride a bike.
o PEIRF, BIAFF! — “Hold on to the handlebars, don’t let go!”

® Verb + {f = fix, hold firmly

o £E makes the result stable: #[f (grab hold), idf¥ (memorise), #ifi: (stop), 44
(block).

o ICHARWHEIESHE. - “Remember my phone number.”
BICHERBEIESH.

qing ji zht wo de dian hua hao ma
Word guide: i — please; itfE — remember; & — my; H 3§ — phone; 5% — number.
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Verb + {*: hold it fast

verb thing not
1NES BF AllFRFF
zhua zhu bashou bié songkai
grab hold of the handle don't let go

® Verb + J / Hi3k

o F = open or separate: T (open), $iFF (pull open), ETT (go away), EIT (leave).
o M3 = come out, emerge, or be recognised: FHH 3k (come up with), & H ¥ (tell,
make out), 5 H ¥ (write out).

REHRMAFEN.

wo kan chu lat ta bu gao xing

Word guide: ¥ — I; & — see; H# — (make out); i — he; A — not; &% — happy.
B Potential forms

e iC/AF = can’t remember; AT = can’t open; ZHANH 3¢ = can’t think of it.
o 13k can split around an object: FHH—IpyEk [ A R—ANINE.

B EHE versus FEIN

o HI, = see (with the eyes): F&FH AR T .

o Ak = work out, notice from clues: FFH HRAMLEVLTE — “T could tell he was
lying.”

REWAT .

wo kan jian ta le

Word guide: F — I; FH UL — saw; fifi — him.

B Recap

o 4 = fix firmly (4, U4E); FF = open / apart / away (fTJF, B5F); 3K = come
out / be recognised (FHH ¥, FHH k).
« Potential: iCAME, FIAFF, A HK.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Verb / Adj + 3T (broken / to an extreme)

® Worn out
e Your mum comes home after a twelve-hour shift and collapses on the sofa.

o SKIBREILT! — “Today absolutely wore me out!”

® Verb + $f = broken (a result)
e Verb + If (T) = the action broke something: #8If (broke by dropping), F¥f

(wore out by using), F¢4f (damaged).

o BHFVIEEILT . — “I dropped my phone and broke it.”
RIGFUEIRT .

wo de shou ji shuai huai le
Word guide: & — my; F#L — phone; #8 — drop; £k — broken.

Verb / adj + ¥ T7: worn out, broken

when link verb

SX B 2RT
jintian ké ba wo lei huai le
exhausted

today really made me

B Adj / feeling + 3£ = extremely
o With feelings and states, 38 T means “terribly”: BIRT, BT, 27T, BXIE

T.
o ITBIX/MER, HEXIRT . — “When she heard the news, she was thrilled.”

rBRXANEE, MWENAT .

ting dao zhé ge xiao i ta gao wing huai le
Word guide: W% — hearing; X4~ — this; J§E — news; b — she; 5% — happy; 38 T
— extremely.

® Which meaning?
o Action verb + £ = something is physically broken: Hifixi I8 T .
o Feeling / state + IR T = an extreme degree, nothing broken: HkIL 7. T is usually

needed.
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® With 38
o I results often appear in I sentences: BERIERIIBEFIRT . — “My brother

broke my glasses.”
o B[N .. FKT is a common spoken frame: RJFEF LT — “I was worried sick.”

HEERMBEFIKT .

di di ba wo de ydan jing nong hudi le

Word guide: 755 — my brother; & — my; lR45% — glasses; F£3f — broke.

B Recap

« Action verb + If (T) = broken by that action (#IR, FIR).

o Feeling / state + IRT = extremely (RIL T, EHMLT); WHEFK .. KT is

spoken.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Verb + ¥ (zhéo) (managed to / succeeded)

B Finally asleep

* You tossed and turned for hours before you managed to sleep.

o B EAESE. — “Ididn’t get to sleep until two.”

B Verb + 3 (zh4o) = succeed in

« & zhao after a verb marks success in reaching the goal: % (fall asleep), k&
(find), 3£ (manage to buy).

o It is read zhao, not zhe.

PIRIRE TG7

yao shi zhdo zhdo le ma
Word guide: £ — the keys; #3# — found.

Verb + %& (zh&0): succeed in

who when link verb
A
£29 M= 7 i
wo lidng dian cai shui zhdo
| at two only then fell asleep
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B Potential and negative forms

o EEARZF = can’t get to sleep: T AEIK T, HENE.

o BIRE = didn’t manage to find: FoI TR R W EIRE.
BREKT, EAE.

wo tai jin zhang le shui bu zhdo

Word guide: 3¢ — I; K — too; &5k — nervous; fEANZE — can’t sleep.

B zhiao versus zhe

o ¥ (shul zhdo) = fall asleep (the goal reached); EZ (shul zhe) = in a sleeping
state — context and reading tell them apart.

o For finding, %% is more common in the north and standard; $%% is spoken.

B 2% (zhdo) versus 3]

+ Both mark success: ¥ = 3, £H = K3

o [ has no %] version: HEZ| means “sleep until”: 2| .
RILBIT.

wo zhao dao le

Word guide: F — I; #% — look for; %] — (found).

B Recap

e Verb + ¥ (zhdo) = succeed in (%, $£35); negatives lEANE / KIRE.
o Read zhdo; often interchangeable with %], except [EZ .

Practise this pattern step by step.

Verb + 3] (succeed in reaching)

B Got the tickets!

o Concert tickets sold out in two minutes, but you clicked fast enough.
o WEFET! - “I managed to get tickets!”

® Verb + 3] = reach the goal

« Verb 4+ 3| marks that an action reached its goal: L2, #F|, FH|, W3], Y.
o HREBIFRAHRAETIE? — “Did you get my email?”

PRI SR B BB T ?

ni shou dao wo de you jian le ma

Word guide: #i — you; Y ®| — receive; F& — my; HB4: — email.
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Verb + Z: got it (the result)

who verb thing
S SEEA =:5]
E2 E3| =7
wo mai dao piao le
| managed to buy the tickets

B Reaching a place, time or degree
o Place: ZER|TH. — “He walked to the door.”
o Degree: BATHIBIMBIE. — “We chatted until very late.”

RATID] R -
wo men lido dao hén wdn

Word guide: A1 — we; I — chat; ] — until; 8 — very; i — late.

B Searching versus finding
o 3k = look for; $£&| = find. FeIk T, P EEIKE] — “I looked but didn’t find it.”
o Negate with &: % 3K3F; potential: KAF| / K153

"EF/BE/EBR

o FH = look at (the action); FF| / FH W = see (the result).

o Wy = listen; Wr#| / Wyl = hear: FWTEIH AT
RUTBIHABUI T

wo ting dao you rén qiao mén

Word guide: 3 — I; #7%] — heard; 5 A — someone; &[] — knock.
B Recap

o Verb + 3| = the action reached its goal (3|, #F|, Ik%F]) or a place / time (£
2, MR
o Jk = search, | = find; negative 7% .. |, potential .. A~

Practise this pattern step by step.

Verb + 3k + Verb + Z (back and forth)

B A restless dog before the storm

e Your dog can’t settle before the storm and keeps pacing around the living room.
s BERTHENRESE., — “It keeps pacing back and forth in the living room.”
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® Verb + 3k + Verb + %

e V 3B V &% = do something repeatedly, back and forth: EEZ, Kk, K
KRE

o The same verb repeats; % and 7 show movement in different directions.

B iEAE BRI E.

hdi zi men zai gong yudn li pdo ldi pdao qu

Word guide: #F-{i7 — the children; £ — in; Z3d — the park; B — (in); #g — run; 2 -

(here); ] — run; & — (there).

V3RVZ: back and forth

who where verb

—— =

= TETE EXREE

ta zai keting li zOu 1ai zdu qu
it (the dog) in the living room paces up and down

B Repeating with no result

o With thinking and talking, it often means “over and over, without getting any-

where”: AR E, BRBLEAZET . — “I thought it over and over and decided

not to go after all.”

o TIPSR ERRIRILAHE . — “They kept going round in circles saying the same
things.”

REREE, ERIERET .

wo xidang lat xiang qu hdi shi jué ding biu qu le

Word guide: F — I; 48 — think; 3 — (over); A8 — think; & — (and over); iR & — after
all; g5 — decided; A — not; % — go.

B Same verb, one syllable

o Use the same verb in both places: £33 EZ, not E KK 2.
o It describes a repeated activity, so it rarely takes a result complement: 7 34,
not JERIE LS.

B Versus }JH|

e 3EJn] + verb also means back and forth: fhHE] ] 11 3E 7] .
e ¥[A] can be a noun: —/~3E ] — “a round trip”.

e T O R E R .

ta zai mén kou lai hui zou
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Word guide: fth — he; £ — at; ]I — the door; 38| — back and forth; £ — walk.

B Recap
o V 3 V &% = do repeatedly, back and forth (;£3fEZ); with 48 / i}, = over and
over.

e Same verb twice; [\ + verb is a near equivalent.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

B Advanced degree complements (1§ + 8 / Edy ...)
1801.1 Complete: “I'm starving.” M ... ST T S
1801.2 Which suits a formal essay?
o A IEXASTBHESE T .
o B XA FEMEFALT
o C. XA B ARFNE .
o D. XAFBHER 2 A
1801.3 Match each phrase to its meaning.
B St S
L ZERR
o L OERXAEART
A. hurts terribly

e B. over the moon

o C. really quiet

1801.4 153y means it is literally dangerously cold.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1801.5 You finally reach the hostel after walking all day in the mountains. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

® Verb + 7 / A7 (can / can’t manage)

1802.1 Complete: “I'm ill tomorrow, so I can’t come.” FHHRIF T, K . T
1802.2 How is J read in 2 A 7T7

e Al lad

« B.le

o C.la
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e D. lido

1802.3 Build: “I can’t stand this heat.”

Arrange all chunks: XAMKK / ZAT. /, /| &

1802.4 fRAFEZ: is about permission; {RZFEA T is about being able.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1802.5 Your host keeps adding dishes to the table, far more than two people can eat.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B Result complements % / JF / H3¥k
1803.1 Complete: “Remember: the meeting is at nine.” g ........: 2WILEIFLE.
1803.2 “I can’t open this bottle.” Which is correct?
AL XA FAT AT
o B ZHTHAITIF.
o C.XMHTFAREITAT
o D EMMFFEITIHA.
1803.3 Match each verb to its meaning.

o 1 9ME
o 1. fHHRK
o 1. Ak

A. tell, make out

B. come up with

C. grab hold of

e D. leave

1803.4 FH 43k and FH I, mean the same.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1803.5 You are helping your little sister learn to ride a bike. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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® Verb / Adj + 3RT (broken / to an extreme)
1804.1 Complete: “The kids are starving.” #ZF1#& e T
1804.2 In Hifisi R T, what does IR express?

o A. someone was angry

o B. the computer broke from use

o C. the computer is bad quality

e D. extremely

1804.3 Build: “My brother broke my glasses.”
Arrange all chunks: 5555 / F¢3K / EFKRWIRE / T
1804.4 In 5 2%ER T, something is broken.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1804.5 Your mum comes home after a twelve-hour shift and collapses on the sofa.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain
briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then
change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B Verb + 3 (zh4o) (managed to / succeeded)
1805.1 Complete: “I'm too nervous; I can’t get to sleep.” KKK T, BEA s
1805.2 How is % read in KW 5 A MEE?

e A. zhué

« B. zhdo

e C. zhe

e D. zhao

1805.3 Build: “Did you find the keys?”

Arrange all chunks: T / 435 / k& / 97

1805.4 S| & means “fell asleep at ten”.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1805.5 You tossed and turned for hours before you managed to sleep. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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® Verb + 3] (succeed in reaching)
1806.1 Complete: “I looked for it for ages but didn’t find it FFK T 2R KB

ceee 0

1806.2 Which says “I can’t get hold of this book anywhere”?

o A EAAIEILELENIA

o B ixXAHHRJLERA L

o C.XABMPILARE L.

o D XAAIEILE LA

1806.3 Build: “We chatted until very late.”
Arrange all chunks: §3] / A7 / 1R,

1806.4 T means “listen” and W% means “hear”.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1806.5 Concert tickets sold out in two minutes, but you clicked fast enough. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

® Verb + 3k + Verb + % (back and forth)
1807.1 Complete: “Birds are flying back and forth.” & JL K K .o
1807.2 Which is correct?

o A fBERESE.

o B. fliERIE.

o CAlELRERKT .

« D.ARELRE

1807.3 Build: “I thought it over and over and decided not to go.”
Arrange all chunks: I8 @HE / , /| AET . [ FREREEL
1807.4 —/~3k 1] means “a round trip”.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1807.5 Your dog can’t settle before the storm and keeps pacing around the living room.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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Answers and explanations

B Advanced degree complements (1§ + 8 / By ...)

1801.1 5

Adj + 15 + AT

1801.2 C. XA a1 ME

The 5 complements are colloquial; essays use JE#.

1801.3 1-A: &5y = hurts terribly; 2-C: Z#f34E = really quiet; 3-B: /5 2%45
ANET = over the moon

All are degree complements with different flavours.

1801.4 False.

B4y is just an intensifier here.

1801.5 One possible response: 21534y, T AHAAEM T .

Check meaning and form:

« My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Fify does not mean real danger: 31524y just means “freezing”.

e No 1R before the adjective: Z15-3i4y, not 8 E 1534y,

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

® Verb + 87 / AT (can / can’t manage)
1802.1 A

Verb + AT = can’t manage.

1802.2 D. liao

In potential complements £577 / AT (“can / can’t manage”), T is read lido: ZA
T shou bu lidao “can’t stand it”. The particle le is a different use.

1802.3 X24HMHIKR, KEZAT .

Topic, then subject + 24 7T .

1802.4 True.

/NFE can be a rule; AT says it is impossible.

1802.5 One possible response: X4 %3, HAIZAT .
Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
e InWZ AT / FI5T, T = lido, not the particle le.
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o Ask with both forms: #REfSTEANT? or ARELG THE?
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

® Result complements {f / F/ H
1803.1 &

104F = remember (fix in memory).

1803.2 A. XMHTIITAH

Potential complement: FJAFF.

1803.3 1-C: #[fF = grab hold of; 2-D: BJ} = leave; 3-B: fHH ¥ = come up with;
4-A: FHHFE = tell, make out

{F fixes, JJ separates, Hi3f brings out.

1803.4 False.

E I = see; HHi3E = work out from clues.

1803.5 One possible response: J{F{EF, HIFRIT!

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e iCAF = can’t remember; ] A = can’t open; ZHANH E = can’t think of it.
o 12k can split around an object: FHH—IpyER /[ AHHR—ANINE.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Verb / Adj + 3T (broken / to an extreme)
1804.1 3

Feeling / state + 8T = extremely.

1804.2 B. the computer broke from use

Action verb + £ = broken by that action.

1804.3 5p 5B EIRAIRE AT .

i + object + verb + I + T

1804.4 False.

With feelings, TR T just means “extremely”.

1804.5 One possible response: 4 KnJ{EFk 2L 1!
Check meaning and form:
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My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
Action verb + If = something is physically broken: HifxHIR T .

Feeling / state + R T = an extreme degree, nothing broken: kIR 7. T is usually
needed.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Verb + # (zh4o) (managed to / succeeded)
1805.1 %

HEANZE = can’t fall asleep.

1805.2 B. zhao

Success in reaching the goal = zhdo.

1805.3 PILHAE 77

Verb + # (zhdo) + T .

1805.4 False.

False. #| after a verb shows the end point in time: HEZ]+ & means “slept until ten”.
“Fell asleep at ten” is + S EH T .
1805.5 One possible response: W & A4 HEZH .

Check meaning and form:

« My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o % (shul zhdo) = fall asleep (the goal reached); fEZ (shul zhe) = in a sleeping
state — context and reading tell them apart.

o For finding, #% % is more common in the north and standard; %% is spoken.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

® Verb + 3] (succeed in reaching)
1806.1 %

#.3 = find (the goal reached).
1806.2 D. kA5 LA LA
Potential complement: SZANZ.

1806.3 FLATIIEIAR M .
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Verb + %] + degree / time.
1806.4 True.

True. Wy is the action of listening; adding the result complement %] shows the sound
was actually perceived: F¢Wr T, A2 2.

1806.5 One possible response: %2 !

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o & = look for; 3| = find. FIK T, W2 ILF] - “I looked but didn’t find it.”

o Negate with #&: ¥%E3; potential: SKAZ| / L1535

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

® Verb + 3k + Verb + % (back and forth)

1807.1 %

V 3k V .

1807.2 A. fhsEskEZ.

In verb + 3 + verb + 2 the same verb repeats to show movement back and forth:
fih 7 3K % “He paces up and down.” Mixing two verbs or adding T 5¢ breaks the
pattern.

1807.3 AR L, BRBIREARET .

A AEZE + decision.

1807.4 True.

True. k[ can be a noun meaning “a round trip”: —/~3& BB A/NEf. As an
adverb it means “back and forth”.

1807.5 One possible response: ‘P{E% T HiEHRKEE,
Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Use the same verb in both places: 7£3¥EZ, not E K.

o It describes a repeated activity, so it rarely takes a result complement: 732,
not iERIE L.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.
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