Complements
Ref Hskb Grammar

EEHE + 8+ 8/ AT / Efy / SMr—advanced

degree complements

After Adj + 18, a fixed phrase like 8 / RNBT / BEfy / AT cranks the quality to an
extreme —"--terribly, ---like crazy.” (You already know -FL | and -# T'; these are the

other common ones.)
Structure: Adjective + 15 + 8 / AET / By / A7

{zh: XA~ |zhe ge|this / ¥ |hai zi|child / HFL |21 sijselfish / 1548 |de hénlterribly / .
}
This child is terribly selfish.

{zh: F |wolmy / ¥4 |ba balfather / [H 4 |gu zhi|stubborn / 15 |de / A5 T |bu dé
lido|lawfully / . }

My father is awfully stubborn.

Remember: a kit of " like crazy” tails after Adj + £&: BMR, BAET, 524y, 5
A7 (all 7--to death / unbearably”). They sit alongside the -3£ T / -#) T you already

know.

Watch out
o These all need the 15 (B FABAR); the -JE T / -#& T forms attach bare.

iRl + BT / AT —advanced potential complements

BT /AT (here T reads lido) after a verb asks whether the action can be managed or
pulled off —often hinting at an outside factor. /N T "can’t (because of circumstances).”

Structure: Verb + 157 / AT

{zh: X2 |zhé me|so / £ |duojmuch / 3 |cailfood / , F& |wo|l / Iz |chijeat / AT |bu
lido|can’t manage / . }

So much food —I can’t finish it all.

{zh: ft [talhe / HE4 |nd me|so / % |l&olold / , #E |z0u|walk / 15T |de lido|can manage
/ AR 2, |na me|that / £ |duolfar / # [t / 'S jma / 7 }

He’s so old —can he walk that far?

Remember: T here = lido ("manage / finish”) —V 157 / VAT = "can / can’t
pull it off,” usually due to circumstances (KZA T 7can’t finish,” 4 T 7can’t make it”).
Different from ANgE ("not allowed”).

Watch out



e Mind the reading: | = lido here, not the le of completion.

iRl + & / FF / #f (k) —advanced result

complements

Three handy result complements: &£ = hold firm / come to a halt (i2fF, {84%); FF =
apart / away, or relief from a worry (GEFF, ZHIF"let it go”); B} (3E) = come into being

/ figure out (AHH K, FHH k).
Structure: Verb + £ / HF / # CE)

{zh: & |woll / ig |jilremember / AN |bu|can’t / fF |zhi|hold / iX 4 |zhé melso /| £
|duo|many / 4215 |sheng cijnew words / . }

I can’t retain so many new words.

{zh: #8 |xiang|let / JF |kailit go / — 4% |yl didn|a bit / , B |bié|don’t / ¥Esd [nédn guo|be
sad / T lle/ . }

Try to let it go —don’t be sad.

Remember: picture each complement: £ = grip/stop (ic.f£”hold in memory,” {5
f£7halt”); FF = part/away (GEFF"go away,” 2HF7open up the knot = get over it”); H
(3R) = bring forth (A8 H 3 think up,” & H 3 "make out”).

Watch out

o JETFF ("let it go”) vs AHH K ("think up”) —same 4, opposite results from the com-
plement.

o 3
iE + HRT
The complement $RT (like £ T ) means a feeling has hit an overwhelming pitch —

7---terribly, ---to bits.”” Despite $f ("bad”), it just means "extremely,” and can even be
positive.

7...terribly, ---to bits”

Structure: Adjective / psych-Verb + I 7T
{zh: KZ |da jialeveryone / #B |[dou / & |lei|tired / R T |huai leJout / . }
FEveryone was worn out.

{zh: %% |hdi zi|the child / /AT, |bt jian|went missing / T |le / , {G1% |ma malthe
mother / 2 |ji|frantic / IR T |huaile / . }

The child went missing —the mother was frantic.

Remember: IFT = ”--to bits,” not ”broken” —pure intensity, even for good

feelings: BIL T (worn out), HIR T (starving), 2L T (frantic), 52%3L T (thrilled to
bits).

Watch out

o Don’t read B 2%IL T as “happiness broke” —F3R T is just “extremely.”



3hiA + F—the result complement 3% (zhao)

% (read zhAo) after a verb means the action hit its mark —"succeeded in, managed
to.” Don’t confuse it with the aspect particle % (zhe). Its potential forms are 5% / A

.

Structure: Verb + % (zhao)

{zh: 25 |bdo bao|the baby / Wi |gang|just / lEZ# |shul zhdolfell asleep / . }
The baby just fell asleep.

{zh: HEWR |zué wan(last night / 3% |wo|l / & |méildidn’t / HEZ |shul zhdo|manage to
sleep / - }

I couldn’t fall asleep last night.

Remember: 3 = zhdo here = ”hit the target, succeeded” —[% (managed to
sleep), # & (found), SEARFE (can’t get hold of). A world away from the zhe of an ongoing
state (['JH-#H).

Watch out

o Two readings, two jobs: EZ (zhdo, "fell asleep,” a result) vs F5& (zhe, "is open,” a
state).

hiE + B]—tricky uses of 3|

#| after a verb makes achievement explicit: & (”look for”) vs $£%| ("find”); i vs i
F| ("accomplish”); 3£ vs 3£F| ("succeed in buying”). Without %, a verb can shade into
"try to.”

Structure: Verb + %I
{zh: YR |nilyou / —7& |y{ ding|must / % |yao / #£3| |zhdo daolfind it / . }
You must find it.

{zh: F& |wo|l / ¥ |méi|didn’t / 23| |xidng daolexpect / 44 |nilyou / {5 |yé[too / K
[ldijcame / T [le / . }

I didn’t expect you’d come too.

Remember: 3] stamps ”achieved” onto the verb: #f (search) — 3| (find), %
— L3 (succeed in buying), 8 — AHZ| (think of / expect). A bare verb can mean just
"try to.”

Watch out

o & vs $£ 7| is the classic pair: #, T 2K ("searched for ages”) doesn’t say you %
("found”) it.



shiE + 3k + shiE + 5—"---ing this way and that”

Wrap one verb in 3---Z to paint a repeated, aimless action —”--ing back and forth,
over and over.” The same single-syllable verb repeats on both sides.

Structure: Verb + 3k + (same) Verb + %

{zh: fily |talhe / 7F |zai / %35 |kdo chang|the exam hall / #MA |wai mian|outside / R
£ |z6u 14i zou qu|paced back and forth / . }

He paced back and forth outside the exam hall.

{zh: F& |wo|l / R R ZE |xidng 141 xidng qu|thought it over and over / #R |doulstill / AH
AHHH |xiang bt ming bai|couldn’t work it out / . }

I thought it over and over but still couldn’t work it out.

Remember: V 3 V % = ”back and forth, round and round” —the same one-
syllable verb on both sides, painting restless repetition: 3£ iE 2% (pacing), AH R AH %
(mulling), P12 (going on about it), B2 2 (tossing and turning).

Watch out

o It carries a faintly futile / restless tone —lots of motion, often no result.



