"Even If” Statements
Ref Hskb Grammar

‘?ﬁ%ooo eee y ‘&ooo ooo—,,even if’,

B2 -t grants a hypothetical and says it changes nothing —"even if -, still -
7 (One of a family with R{f#i, 548, Wi4A.) Use it for a supposition, not an actual fact
—for an actual present fact, use %,, A

Structure: 32 + Hypothetical , i + Action

{zh: B2 [jiu shileven if / iX & |zhe tdilthis / H K |dian ndo|computer / 4% [jia
gélcosts / )y |shang wan|over 10,000 / , F& |wo|l / H1 |yélstill / & |hui|will / 3£
lmailbuy it / . }

Even if this computer costs over ten thousand, I’ll still buy it.

{zh: F+2 [jiu shileven if / fili |talhe / ZEAY; \bién chéng|became / 543K |qidng guang
dan|penniless / , & |wo|l / W |yé|still / JEE |yuan yi|would want / ¥R |gen|to be with
/ A [tajhim / Tﬂi lzaiyiqi / o }

Even if he were penniless, 1'd still want to be with him.

Remember: gtk t--= “even if ---still” —a hypothetical, in the same family as
Rifdi / wE / BFE, all needing the 4. A real, present fact takes E#X, not Hi2.

Watch out

o This B2 is “even if,” not ”is exactly” —the . downstream confirms the "even if”
reading.

BE -4 is a colloquial "even if / even supposing” —often when the speaker doubts
the hypothetical, or brushes it aside. B -+ X/EAFE? = Yeven if -, so what?”; pfia
- + Adj + 4 = "no matter how Adj.

Structure: 3% + Hypothetical , i + Result - Fi%& + F + Adj , -

{zh: A |jit suan|even if / /R |ni|you / AZE |bu xidng|don’t want to / W |[ting|hear it
/, F& |woll / W |yé|still / B |yao|will / 1 |[shuo|say it / . }

Even if you don’t want to hear it, I'm saying it.

{zh: PEFE |jiu suanleven if / fili [talhe / 2R [laijcame / T |le / , X |you / [E4KE |zén

me yang|so what / 7 }

“even if (granting)”

Even if he did come —so what?

Remember: ﬁ%ﬁ = ”even supposing” —with a shrug of doubt or dismissal. Af;
B NELFE? = Veven if so, so what?”; BB F-5H - = "no matter how expensive---”
The colloquial cousin of Eﬂfﬁ.



Watch out

o It often dismisses the hypothetical as not mattering —a slightly more "so what” tone

than R[Ififi.

B e o, e -—"even if (the extreme)”

BRg --- 48, -+ grants even the most serious or extreme case —7even if -, still ---.” Its
tone is stronger than & / BIfE. WA + Adj + 1 = "no matter how Adj.”

Structure: Wff] + Extreme Hypothetical , i + Result

{zh: BB |n& paleven if / fili |ta|his / #4& |ba balfather / J& |shi|were / J4¢ |z0ng
tong|president / , F |woll / W |yé|still / AN |bu|lwouldn’t / B4 |jia géijmarry / il
[tajhim / ! }

Even if his father were president, I wouldn’t marry him!

{zh: BFH |n& palno matter how / F |zai / 2 [lei|tired / , il |[ta|she / W4 |yé|still / &
lydo|wants to / 5 |jian shen|work out / . }

However tired she is, she still works out.

Remember: Bf}§ = the STRONGEST ”even if” —it reaches for the most extreme
or far-fetched case (MFf - J& %5 -+ ). Lit. "what’s there to fear” — “even granting the
worst.” WA + Adj + . = "no matter how Adj.

Watch out

o The three "even if”s scale up: Hf# (neutral) — FE3 (casual, doubtful) — ¥
(extreme).



