"But” Statements
HSK 5 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

M (on the contrary / instead)

B It backfired
e You tried to help your little brother with maths, but he got more confused.

e RMBBETER, MEMEMKT . — “I explained for ages, and he only got more

confused.”

B Subject + Rl + predicate

o [ = “instead, on the contrary”: the result goes the opposite way to what was
expected.

o It sits after the subject, before the verb: fhJZ [ ..., not Sl ...
T, WRMEERT .

chi le yao bing fan ér geng zhong le
Word guide: 7 — take; 2§ — medicine; %5 — the illness; JZ[fil — instead; ¥ — more; E

— serious.

Kim: instead (the opposite of the aim)

verb who link

BEETHXR ftt 3] EHRT
wo jiéshi le bantian ta fan'ér geng hatu le
| explained for ages he instead got more confused

" RER /By KT -
o MAEEER, RMET . - “Far from getting angry, he actually laughed.”
o The first half says what didn’t happen; the second, the opposite that did.

AMEZES, RMET .

ta bu dan méi sheng qi fan ér xiao le

Word guide: fh — he; ANH — not only; % — didn’t; 47X, — get angry; KIfii — instead;
% — laughed.
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B After the subject
o JRIM is an adverb: WY B KT, not MM E KT .

o It needs an expectation to go against; for a plain contrast use {22 / #[.

B W versus
e J2 I is an adverb inside the clause: fthJMAE 2% T .
o FHJx is “the opposite” or “on the contrary” starting a sentence: 7, AR &2%.

MR, MR,

xiang fan ta hén gao xing

Word guide: {2 — on the contrary; fifi — he; & — very; 2% — happy.
B Recap

o Subject + )l + predicate = instead, on the contrary (the opposite of what
was expected).

o Often after AMEA /3% ...; M1/ opens a sentence.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

B 7 (on the contrary / instead)

1301.1 Complete: “After the rain, it got hotter instead” N TR, KA cwewene BHIA
I

1301.2 Which sentence is correct?

o AMBEIRE, KT .

o B flismIAMEEIE, KT

o CAAEIRIR, RMET .

« D. &I 1.

1301.3 Build: “Far from getting angry, he actually laughed.”
Arrange all chunks: , / il / AMERAES / ET
1301.4 #{J can open a sentence followed by a comma.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1301.5 You tried to help your little brother with maths, but he got more confused.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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Answers and explanations

B i (on the contrary / instead)

1301.1 Jm

J2 1 marks the opposite of what you’d expect.

1301.2 C. flAEER, RIMET .

AMEE ..., B ... with [l after the (omitted) subject.
1301.3 flAHEAES, RIMET .

AMEE .., I ...

1301.4 True.

True. fHJ% can open a sentence, followed by a comma, to mean “on the contrary”: fili

WA, MR, AR %
1301.5 One possible response: FfEFE T FK, /MG T

Check meaning and form:

« My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o JXIM is an adverb: WyIMBE KT, not IMWE KT .
o It needs an expectation to go against; for a plain contrast use {Hg& / #[.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.
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