Particles
Ref Hskb Grammar

A + EiE + T — advanced T placement

The completion T can sit right after the verb or after the object — and which you
pick depends on the object’s length. With a short object, either works; with a long
object, put T right after the verb so the listener isn’t left hanging. T can also chain
“after doing A, then B” in a future sequence.

Structure: Subject + Verb + | + Object - Subject + Verb + Object + |

{zh: & |[wo|l / 4K |jm tian|today / W, |jidn|saw / T [le / —~ |y{ gelan / BHAK
[150 péng youlold friend / . }

I saw an old friend today.

{zh: & |ni|you / #| |dao|get / T |le / & |jialhome / 45 |géi / T |[wO|me / FTHLIE
|d& dian hudlcall / . }

Call me once you’ve got home.

Remember: short object — T either side; LONG object — T right after
the verb (W, 7 —"MEAK WA — don’t make the listener wait for the 7).
And V 7 O 3k .. chains two future actions: F T iR (“come find you after
class”).

Watch out

« With a long, modified object, | after the object reads awkwardly — keep it on
the verb.

Zhial + T + #ME — advanced T with complements

When a complement follows the verb, T usually goes after the complement (/7
52T, EE|T). Wedging it between the verb and complement (¥4 T #23K) is more
written, and limited mostly to direction complements.

Structure: Subject + Verb + Complement + | - (rarer) Subject + Verb + T +
Complement

{zh: ZE |pido|the tickets / 3 |mai|sold / Y& |guanglout / T |le / . }
The tickets are sold out.

{zh: fib |ta|he / 3 |zhan|stood / T [le / #H |qi ldijup / - }
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He stood up.

Remember: default: T AFTER the complement (12527, 32 7T). T between
verb and complement is the exception — mostly direction complements (3 T#23%, I
T k%), and more written.

Watch out

e IZT5¢ is wrong — the T sits after the whole verb-complement: 252 7T .

T + Bk — topic-marking B
The particle B after a topic lets you name it, then comment — “as for ..., well, ....” The
comment is often something you treat as self-evident — a gentle “well, obviously..."”.

Structure: Topic + Wj, Comment

{zh: 5—K |di y1 ci|the first time / B [ma / , PAJG |y1 houlater / 5} [jid / & |hui|get
the hang of it / [ |le / o }

1t’s your first time — you’ll soon get the hang of it.

{zh: %} |ming pdila brand name / W jma / , —5E |y{ ding|surely / & |bujnot / f§
H |pidn yi|cheap / . }

Well, it’s a brand name — it’s bound to be pricey.

Remember: J§ = “well, obviously...” — it flags a topic and frames the comment
as common sense (44 I — “it’s a brand name, what do you expect”). A “isn’t it
clear?” softener.

Watch out
o The Wf reading is “obvious / reasonable” — don’t confuse it with the question 5.
we... JB? — softening a question

B makes a question gentler and more musing or reflective — almost “(I wonder)
=)

.77 It works after if/2 (weighing options), after a question word, or on a V-A-V
question.

Structure: Question + g7

{zh: i |talhe / % |qi|went / B JL [ndr|where / T |le / WE |ne / 7 }

Where’s he gone, I wonder?

{zh: 3X |zhe|this / && |shi|is / i |shéi|whose / ]

de / % |bilpen / W§ |ne / 7 }
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Whose pen is this, I wonder?

Remember: this g = a soft, musing “(I wonder)...” — it takes the edge off a
question word / if4& / V-/R-V query, often almost self-directed. Softer than a blunt

WLET? .
Watch out

o It doesn’t form yes/no questions (that’s 1) — it rides on an existing question.
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