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HSK 5 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

Adj + BABT (extremely)

B The final whistle

¢ Your school team has just won the city championship after a penalty shoot-out.

o BARIIESIBAET. — “The players were beside themselves with excitement.”

B Adj / feeling verb + 8RBT

T

o Adj + BARBT = “extremely, terribly”: #IEARE T, THAG T, F@MEAE

o 15 links the adjective to /457 (literally “beyond what can be stood”), which ends

the clause.

HWHREFEHART .

di tié li j7 de bu dé lido

Word guide: #k — the subway; H — (in); $f — crowded; 545 T — extremely.

Adjective + 55T : extremely

who verb

link

FAGA] BEns
duiyudnmen jidong de
the players were excited

A=
M=
budélido

beyond words

B Good and bad extremes

+ Bad: SRPEABT, R—RILBLAEHTT.

don’t want to go out at all.”

— “It’s unbearably hot today; I

o Good: WFPARER, BFMEMERET . — “When they heard you were coming,

the children were overjoyed.”

BT IRXBART .

hdi zi men gao xing de bu dé lido

Word guide: #% 1] — the children; 5% — happy; 445 T — extremely.

B One degree word, and £& is needed
« No fd / 4k before the adjective: 1-EAE T, not AR T.
« Keep f: BRMHT, not ZRTHT.

B AT on its own
e Alone, AT means “terrible, serious”: AMET T, FAT! — “Oh no, there’s a

fire!”
o T A5 is different: “amazing, remarkable”: i E T A5 —
AMETT, BEXT!
bu dé lido le zhdo huo le
Word guide: A5 7T — terrible; &k — on fire.

“He’s really something.”

B Recap
o Adj + BAREBT = extremely (good or bad), spoken; no { before it.
o AMET! = disaster!; T A4S = remarkable.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Adj + B4R (very)
B Fresh air in the park

o After a week in a smoggy city, you walk in a mountain park.

o XHEMPEEHBEM. — “The air here is really fresh.”

B Adj + B8R = very, really
« Adj + B4R = “very, really”, a little more emphatic and lively than {2 + Adj.
o It ends the clause: #F15R, IEREMSMR, HEEM.

XK EE AR

zhé zhang di ti qing chu de hén
Word guide: X5k — this; #1[& — map; j#%2E — clear; 1418 — very.

Adjective + 1R very (spoken)

thing verb link

.. v — ot kY VA=FA
XENTR HiE FR
zheli de kongqi xinxian de hén

the air here fresh very




B Confident comments

o R CFEM, RAHIHEL . — “His Chinese is really good; don’t worry.”
« Said flatly, it can be ironic: IFEMH, XBRB|T! - “Great, late again!”

AL ER) o SRR

ta de Zhong wén hdo de hén
Word guide: it — his; 13 — Chinese; #F — good; 1848 — very.

B M3 after, not before

e Do not add 1§ before as well: IR, not B HHEAEAR.
» Keep 15: IF154R, not 4F4R.

B BE versus HAHBT and B

o Rt is neutral; FfEf5AR is more emphatic; FrfffgEAF5 T is the strongest.

o Verbs also take a 5 complement, but 5 mostly follows adjectives and feeling
verbs: WA

MERBR.

ta xv huan de hén

Word guide: fi — he; = — likes it; 1448 — very much.
B Recap

o Adj + BB = very, really (emphatic, spoken).

o Scale: f§ + Adj — Adj + 518 — Adj + 15AET.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Adj + T + (—) &JL (a bit too)
B A bit too salty

¢ You taste the soup your roommate made. It’s good, but there’s slightly too much
salt.

o X T BJL. — “This soup is a bit too salty.”

B Adj+ T + (—) &JL = a bit too ...

e Adj + T + (—) BJL = slightly more than wanted: & T & JL (a bit too big),
77— )L (a bit too early).

o It gently says something is off from the right amount.

POBEER T R Lo

zhé shuang xié da le dianr

Word guide: XA — this pair of; # — shoes; K — big; & JL — a bit.

Adjective + T 5)L: a bit too

thing verb link
NEURY
X7 Bk TR
zhe tang xian le dianr
this soup salty a bit too

B Polite complaints and comparisons

o NEFEL, WERFWET—HJL. — “A meeting at eight is a little early for me.”
o MR T AL, BBEHE—SJLE? - “It’s a bit expensive; could you make it a bit
cheaper?”
T /)L, BEE—RJUG?
jia gé gui le didnr néng pidn yi yi didnr ma
Word guide: #i#% — the price; 5t — expensive; g Jl, — a bit; fig — can; {5 — cheap;
— i JL — a bit.

B T marks “too”

o« KT AJL = a bit too big (off from what’s needed). J—fiJL = a bit bigger (a
comparison or request).

o It is mild; for a strong complaint use X .. T Kk 1!

B Versus BEJL + Adj

o A AL also means “a bit salty”, focusing on the feeling.

o Ji T A JL measures against the right amount: just a little past it.

A RILE.

tang you didnr ridn

Word guide: % — the soup; A & JL — a bit; i — salty.

B Recap

e Adj + T + (—) BJL = a bit too ... (slightly past the right amount).
o Adj + —45JL = a bit more (request); K .. T = too .. (strong).
Practise this pattern step by step.



EHR + Noun (have plenty of)

B Plenty to choose from

e A friend worries she won'’t find a novel to read on holiday.

o B EFWR/NK, WRBEMEME. — “There are plenty of novels on the shelf; borrow

whatever you like.”

B AH2 + Noun = have plenty of

« BHRE + noun = “have plenty of, there’s no shortage of”: 51 &l H], HH &
INE.

o It reassures: there is more than enough.

FER, BIOEHRNTE.

bié zhdo ji wo men you de shi shi jian

Word guide: %I — don’t; FH & — worry; FA1 — we; HHJE — have plenty of; Hf[a] —

time.

AR plenty of

where link thing verb

BRE BHIZ 1\ REE{ESE

shijia shang ydéudeshi xiaoshuo ni suibian jie

on the shelves there are plenty of novels borrow any

B Topic first, HHRE after

o XFART, MTEAE. — “Things like this — the supermarket has loads.”
. fERIRINE. — “He has plenty of ways (he’ll manage).”

A B INEE -

ta you de shi ban fa
Word guide: fi — he; & — has plenty of; JpyE — ways.

B Not “some are”

o AHWE = plenty; Y + noun = some: G AEI — “some people like it”. Do
not mix them up.

« No fRZ inside: AHJZER, not HHYZRZ £k

B AR versus %

o H1RZH}E is neutral.

o HHEMHE adds “so don’t worry” — the speaker downplays any shortage.
RINAREHE .

wo men you hén duo shi jian

Word guide: F&{] — we; &5 — have; f2£ — a lot of; B}[E] — time.

B Recap

o AR + noun = plenty of, no shortage (reassuring, spoken).

o A + noun = some; no £ inside HH/&.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

B Adj + BAHBT (extremely)

0101.1 Complete: “I'm terribly busy this week.” XA EIIFAT: oo AT
0101.2 Which sentence is correct?

o A fERIFATET

o B AT R2%

o CAEAE T 1.

o D MREMIGAET .

0101.3 Match each expression to its meaning.

. L BERET

« 1. AMETT!

NN

¢ A. remarkable

o B. exhausted

e C. oh no, this is serious!

0101.4 Build: “When they heard you were coming, the children were overjoyed.”
Arrange all chunks: WFBHRER / RFT. /. BT/ 552400

0101.5 Your school team has just won the city championship after a penalty shoot-
out. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain
briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then
change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.



= Adj + 7R (very)

0102.1 Complete: “This hotel is really cheap.” X ZEEEE oo
0102.2 Which sentence is correct?

o A ZBEEERAR

o B AR

o C. AR

o D. AR RBE.

0102.3 Build: “His Chinese is really good.”
Arrange all chunks: 542, / % / fiAgH 3¢
0102.4 A48T is usually stronger than 1548.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0102.5 After a week in a smoggy city, you walk in a mountain park. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B Adj + T + (—) RJL (a bit too)

0103.1 Complete: “These trousers are a bit too long.” XE&HE T K v B L
0103.2 You want a slightly bigger size. What do you ask for?
o ALKKTH

« B. KT AL

o C A RJLRIY

o D. R—AULHY

0103.3 Build: “A meeting at eight is a little early for me.”
Arrange all chunks: , XJFFUL / BT / —&S L. / N\EHES
0103.4 KJifi T is a stronger complaint than i | 5 JL.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0103.5 You taste the soup your roommate made. It’s good, but there’s slightly too
much salt. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese.
Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model,
then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B AR + Noun (have plenty of)
0104.1 Reassure: “Don’t worry, there are plenty of tickets” HI$H.(>, ZE ...

0104.2 What does ] AAZRNZHE mean?

e A. Some people don’t like spicy food.
o B. Plenty of people dislike spicy food.
o C. Everyone likes spicy food.

¢ D. Nobody likes spicy food.

0104.3 Build: “He has plenty of ways (to solve it).”
Arrange all chunks: Ipvk. / fth / HHL

0104.4 1520} suggests there’s no need to hurry.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0104.5 A friend worries she won’t find a novel to read on holiday. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.



Answers and explanations

B Adj + BABT (extremely)

0101.1 15

Adj + 1% + ART.

0101.2 A. {245 A5 T .

fib = A5 AF5 T is right: a bare adjective + {5485 T already means “extremely”, so
18 is not added.

0101.3 1-B: ZE AT = exhausted; 2-C: A5 7T 7! = oh no, this is serious!; 3—-A:
TA1E = remarkable

The position and order of N5 / T 445 change the meaning.

0101.4 WFIRER, TR AR T .

Cause, then subject + Adj + BAET .

0101.5 One possible response: P\ B 1 EHIIEANET .

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o No 1R / dE# before the adjective: JTAFAE T, not fRITAFALE T .

o Keep 15%: BIHFEAET, not EART.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

" Adj + 18R (very)

0102.1 51

Adj + R

0102.2 A. Z SR .

S SR is right: a bare adjective + f54R. A second 1R is redundant, and 5
must follow the adjective.

0102.3 iy SCIHFAFAR -

Subject + Adj + 51R.

0102.4 True.

The scale is R — 818 — HABT.

0102.5 One possible response: X H 1455 EEEAR .

Check meaning and form:

¢ My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

¢ I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e Do not add 1§ before as well: FEE1R, not B HEAEA.

o Keep 15 #F154R, not 471R.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Adj+ T + (—) BJL (a bit too)
0103.1 1T

Adj + T + & JL = a bit too.
0103.2 D. K— LI

A request for “a bit bigger” is Adj + — 5 JL.
0103.3 /\ S FF4y, MFMUE T8 L.
Adj + 7 + —mJL.

0103.4 True.

True. K .. T is a strong complaint (“far too salty”), while adjective + T £ JL is mild
and polite: i T & JL “a little too salty”.

0103.5 One possible response: X7 i T & L.
Check meaning and form:
« My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

¢ I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o« KT AJL = a bit too big (off from what’s needed). J— i JL = a bit bigger (a
comparison or request).

o It is mild; for a strong complaint use X .. T K 1!
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B A& + Noun (have plenty of)

0104.1 A2

Topic + A HJZ = plenty.

0104.2 A. Some people don’t like spicy food.

A K + noun means “some (of them)”: HH AAREIKIZER “Some people don’t like
spicy food.” It says nothing about how many, so “plenty” overstates it.

0104.3 flA R ZIME.

Subject + HH+& + noun.

0104.4 True.



It reassures that there is more than enough.
0104.5 One possible response: 48 A HE/ MG, VRBETEE .
Check meaning and form:

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

AHE = plenty; /Y + noun = some: ) AEI — “some people like it”. Do
not mix them up.

No % inside: HHY24Ek, not HHYZMRE k.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.




