Adjectives
Ref Hskb Grammar

EAH + BAET—extremely, :-to death”

BAET after an adjective cranks it to the extreme —”incredibly -+, ---to death.” On
its own A5 means ”[oh no,| terrible!”, but as a complement it just intensifies, good
or bad.

Structure: Adjective + 1§45

{zh: 4K |jm tian|today / ¥ |léng|cold / f5AIET |de bu dé lido|terribly / , /B4 |zén
melhow / £x |hui|can / X4 |zheé me|so / ¥& [léng|cold / 7 }

It’s terribly cold today —how can it be this cold?

{zh: F}+BH |sheng zhi|the promotion / il |[rang|/made / fili [ta|him / [F2% |gao xing|happy
/ FEATE T |de bu dé lido|extremely / . }

Getting promoted made him over the moon.

Remember: 8RBT = ”--like crazy.” It swings both ways —& %5 ARG T (over
the moon) and BI5A1ET (dead on my feet) —and hits harder than {@ or JE#.

Watch out

o It needs the 5: BB AIET, not EMAET.

E&RH + BH—"very, really”

B after an adjective is a casual, emphatic "very, really” —a relaxed alternative to
fronting 4%, and a touch stronger.

Structure: Adjective + f5{R

{zh: XA~ |zhe gel|this / #75 |di fang|place / I3 |pido liang|gorgeous / 548 |de
hén|really / , #%# |tul jidn|recommend / R |ni|you / % |qi|go / - }

This place is gorgeous —I really recommend you visit.

{zh: 3| |bié|don’t / FH.[» |dan xin|worry / , XK |zhe ci|this / iz |kdo shilexam / fi]
B |jidn danleasy / #34R |de hén|really / . }

Don’t worry —this exam is dead easy.

Remember: the intensifier TRAILS the adjective: 8 (not RIFER). It's a
casual, slightly stronger swap for a front fi—" {F45:4<” lands like "really good, honestly.”

Watch out

e Don’t double up —pick a front 2 or a trailing 154K, never both.



BAEH + T + (—) RJL—"a bit too "

Tag T (—) BJL onto an adjective to say something is a touch too much —"a bit too
-+ It’s softer than K, so it’s the polite way to grumble.

Structure: Adjective + T + (—) &L

{zh: XfF |zhe jian|this / %}4%Z |chén shan|shirt / /] [xido|small / T [le / s5JL |didnr|a
bit too / , F& |woll / # |xidng|want / # [huan|to swap / —{F |y jian|it / . }

This shirt’s a bit too small —1I’d like to swap it.

{zh: HEA |na ge|that / M |di fang|place / & |lijfrom / FZK |wo jia|my home / 1T
lyudn|far / T |le / —x5 )L |yl didnr|a bit too / . }

That place is a little too far from my home.

Remember: Adj + THJL = ”a bit TOO --” —a gentle complaint, softer than
K. Don’t confuse it with F mJL + Adj ("a bit ---,” f 55 JLK), which sits before the
adjective.

Watch out

o Position flips the feel: 7 5 JLK ("a bit big,” before) vs KT & JL (7a bit too big,”
after).

EHR + 44— have plenty of”

A2 means there’s no shortage of something —”have plenty of, have all the --you
need.” It’s emphatic, sometimes a touch boastful. Note: it’s one fixed phrase, not A
("some”) + JE.

Structure: Subject + HHJ/& + Noun

{zh: 3 |bié|don’t / & [jijrush / , F&A] [wO men|we / H )2 |you de shilhave plenty of
/ WA |shi jian|time / . }

Don’t rush —we’ve all the time in the world.

{zh: fif |talhis / %5 |ba|dad / J& |shilis / KZEH |da 140 ban|a big boss / , HHJ& |you
de shi|has plenty of / £ |qidn|money / . }

His dad’s a big boss —he’s got money to burn.

Remember: FHHE = got loads of” —confident, even boastful, far stronger than 4
R£. It's a single fized phrase —don’t read it as ) ("some”) + 2.

Watch out
o It takes a bare noun: FFJ&H}E / £ / A—mo measure word needed.



