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*xF vs F — “about” vs “towards / regarding”

Both point at a person or thing, but from different angles. & introduces the topic
/ subject matter (“about, on the subject of”). ¥} introduces the target of an
attitude or action (“towards, with regard to”) — usually with a view or conclusion
attached.

{zh: %XF |guan yi|about / X4~ |zhe ge|this / [A]f |wen ti|question / , KZFE |da
jialeveryone / g |youlhas / {14 |shén me|what / FYE |kan fi|views / ? }

On this question, what are everyone’s thoughts?

{zh: XFF |dul ya|with / AT [wd menjour / 1Y |de / TAE |gong zuo|work / ,
[150 ban|the boss / fR |hén|very / #7 |man yi|satisfied / . }

The boss is very satisfied with our work.

Remember: XF = the TOPIC (“about X”); %}F = the TARGET of a
feeling/action (“towards X”). If a view or reaction is attached (satisfied with,
strict about), it’s ¥}-F; if you're just naming the subject, it’s J&F.

Watch out

« Where only a topic is meant, the two overlap (& /X FIXA4~F ...) — the split
bites when an attitude is involved.

B vs A — “distance from” vs “starting from”
B measures the gap between two points — “away from” (for distance). M marks a
starting point in space or time — “from” (where motion or time begins).

{zh: M |céng|from / BK |ming tian|tomorrow / JF4f |kai shijon / , F& [wol|l / A&
[bu|won’t / #li4fl |chou yan|smoke / T [le / . }

Starting from tomorrow, I'm quitting smoking.

{zh: FFK |w0 jiajmy home / B |li|from / /2 H] |gong si|the office / R |hén|very / T
liin|close / . }

My home is very close to the office.

Remember: B = the GAP (“how far apart,” pairs with 3@ / #£); M =
the START (“where it begins”). FHEBE /A TR (“close to”) vs MBHRIT 1R
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(“starting tomorrow”). Distance — B; origin point — M.

Watch out

o B needs two endpoints and a distance word (& .. #£/#1); M needs a route or a

start time (A .. &, A .. TFER).
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