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HSK 4 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

3K vs K (originally vs it turns out)

B Plan versus discovery

e You planned to take the bus, then found out your friend had been driving there all
along.

o BARMBAAZE, FRERIFERT! — “I was originally going to take the bus —

oh, so you drove here!”

B Both can mean “originally”

o A3 / JEk + earlier state: filiARAELEILIT = MFERAAEILST — “He originally
lived in Beijing.”

o Before a noun with [, both work: AR / JFRAIITR.

fib TR AEREL R

ta yudn lai zhu zai Béi jing

Word guide: i — he; JFi3k — originally; ff — lived; ¥£ — in; L5 — Beijing.

73k the plan - E3g: what you discover

verb link

BARBYARE R RAERT
wo bénlai xiang zuo gongjiaoché yuanlai ni kai che l3i le

I'd planned to take the bus it turns out you drove here

B Only JA3: so it turns out

o JE3E announces a discovery: JERRAR! — “Oh, it’s you!”
o A3 cannot do this: AFZ AR does not mean “so it’s you”.
y

JER AR E ) .
yudn lai ta shi ldo shi

Word guide: Jfi3k — so it turns out; ftfi — he; &2 — is; ZIifi — a teacher.
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B Only &3k: of course

o ZAFREL = naturally, should have been obvious: X{4Z4 K52 RIGEE — “This
was your fault from the start.”

o JEEHL does not carry this “of course” meaning.

B Choose by job

e Discovery — Ji3E. Obvious from the start — Z<3£ 5. Original plan or state —
either.

o fARARESE, ERAIIT M. — “He didn’t want to come at first, but then his

friend persuaded him.”

fEA AR -

ta ben lai bu zidng ldi

Word guide: i — he; A3 — originally; A~ — not; #H — want to; & — come.
B Recap

o Originally: Z4<3£ or Jfizk. So it turns out: only J&3%. Of course, naturally:
only 43 (k).
o Pick the word by the job it does in the sentence.

Practise this pattern step by step.

W vs A4 (often vs tends to)

B Rainy Mondays

e You notice a pattern: the subway is always more crowded when it rains.

o TR, HEAAEMBH . — “When it rains, the subway tends to be crowded.”

B EE — often (a frequency)

o HH says something happens often: F## A& EF51E. It can describe the future:
PAEIR S H L.

e It needs no special condition.

REEEEE.

wo chdng chdng qu ti shu guan
Word guide: 3¢ — I; 5% — often; & — go to; ’F1E — the library.
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%1% tends to (a pattern)

when thing link verb
TRAYEE R BeEE ’Ht
xia yu de shihou ditié wangwang hén ji
when it rains the metro tends to be crowded

B A = tends to (under a condition)

o B describes a regular pattern found under certain conditions: FRMRBTH AR
AB£Z. - “Supermarkets tend to be crowded at weekends.”

» The condition (time, situation) is usually stated.

RARMETEEARE .

zhou mo de chao shi wang wang rén hen duo

Word guide: J&# 7K — at weekends; #iTi — supermarkets; £/ — tend to; A — people;

RZ£ — be many.

B Where 4 does not fit

o 1EfF is not for wishes or the future: DAJGFSH 5 €, not PAGFSHH %K.

o Without a condition, £ sounds unfinished: flifE{EIRE| is weak; fh My RAELE
iR 2] works.

B Side by side
o FRHEFEWEIMMEE — “T often drink coffee” (frequency).
o I HIBHESFEMSINME — “When I stay up late, I tend to drink coffee” (a pattern

under a condition).

e oo din]ing g el

wo ao yé de shi hou wang wang he ka fei

Word guide: & — I; ZX#% — stay up late; BHf# — when; 1% — tend to; M — drink; I
ME — coffee.

B Recap
o HH = often (any time, including the future). A4 = tends to, under a stated
condition.

o f#1F is not for wishes or future plans.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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M| vs Wi (adverb vs time-word)

B Just now, or just?

e You arrive at the café and your friend says he has only just sat down; a moment
ago he was outside on the phone.

o BWIB, WIAESEITHIE. — “I've just arrived; a moment ago I was outside on
the phone.”

B I is an adverb
o W] + verb = have just (done): M|, MIIZ5E. Tt stands right before the verb.
o It can stretch to “recently”: NIt~ H.

fBRIRILIEBE A .
ta gang lai Béi jing lidng ge yue
Word guide: fth — he; Wi — just; 3 — came to; dJt5T — Beijing; P~ — two months.

W + verb: has just - BIZ: a moment ago

who verb when

* e (il TESMNEFT IR

wo gang dao gangcai zai waimian da dianhua
| have just arrived just now was outside on the phone

B Fi4 is a time word

e MIA = a moment ago, like WEK: it can start the sentence and works with adjectives
and ¥%.

o WHIAMB#, BFEEPRT . — “It was hot a moment ago; now it’s cooler.”

RIARR, BAEEIRT

gang cdi hén re xian zai lidng kuai le
Word guide: M4 — a moment ago; f§ — very; # — hot; FILE — now; FH — cool.
B Three tests

o Start of the sentence? Only K|7". Before an adjective or %7 Only NI A WA 7%
i
o With a duration after the verb (two months)? Only KI: NI~ H .
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B Both possible
o fNIE. /MRIAFET. — both mean he left a moment ago.

[ sentences usually have no T '; WA sentences take T normally.
fERIAET

ta gang cdi zou le

Word guide: fth — he; M| 4" — a moment ago; & — left.

B Recap

o W] + verb = have just (adverb; can stretch to “recently”; usually no 7).

o P = a moment ago (time word; can start the sentence; works with adjectives
and 3%%).

Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

B 73k vs JF3E (originally vs it turns out)

2701.1 You open the door and see your cousin: “Oh, it’s you!” ......... 24!

2701.2 “Students are of course supposed to study.” Which fits? 274 V%
23]

o AL AR

« B. 5K

« C.JEk

« DMK

2701.3 Match each sentence to its meaning.
o L JFORZIXHE!

Lo X AR AR

L Al FORAAE L

o A. He used to live in Shanghai.

« B. So that’s how it is!

e (. This was your business from the start.

2701.4 AKATHR] and AR both mean “the original plan”,
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2701.5 You planned to take the bus, then found out your friend had been driving there
all along. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese.
Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model,
then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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B 2 vs B (often vs tends to)

2702.1 Complete: “At weekends, parks tend to be full of people.” R AFH ...
IN(EE

2702.2 “I'll come and visit you often in future.” Which fits? PAJGF < *E
e

o A W

« B. MK

o C.H:AE

o D. A3

2702.3 Build: “When I stay up late, I tend to drink coffee.”

Arrange all chunks: FEEXEAOEHEE / ME. / "8 / F:48

2702.4 111 works well for future plans.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2702.5 You notice a pattern: the subway is always more crowded when it rains. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B §{] vs WA (adverb vs time-word)
2703.1 Complete: “I didn’t hear you just now.” ......... F¥EWF L.
2703.2 Which says “She’s only been working here for a week”?

o A MAEX LTAENI—EHT .

o B. wNIFEX JLAE—E.

o C. WA TEX LA E— B,

o« D. Wl FEx JLTAE—A~E .

2703.3 Build: “It was hot a moment ago.”

Arrange all chunks: 18 / M4/ #4,

2703.4 M E and LN A E T can both describe someone who left a moment ago.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2703.5 You arrive at the café and your friend says he has only just sat down; a moment
ago he was outside on the phone. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then
write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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Answers and explanations

B 73k vs JA3E (originally vs it turns out)

2701.1 JE 3k
A discovery takes JF¥.
2701.2 A. A3

kB = naturally, of course.

2701.3 1-B: JF3E 2 XA:! = So that’s how it is!; 2-C: XA KRS ., = This was
your business from the start.; 3—A: il 5 & fE4E J:{@ = He used to live in Shanghai.

JFiok = discovery or originally; AX¥ 5 = of course.

2701.4 True.

For “original(ly)”, both words work.

2701.5 One possible response: AR NZLE | JFEFRAIRTITER T

Check meaning and form:

« My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o ZA3EHL = naturally, should have been obvious: XA N w2 RM4E — “This
was your fault from the start.”

o JF3KHE does not carry this “of course” meaning.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B 2 vs 24 (often vs tends to)

2702.1 £

A pattern under a condition (weekends) takes f1F.
2702.2 A. i

Future and wishes take 5 %.

2702.3 FKAB I AT AL RE IIHE .

Condition + £ + verb.

2702.4 False.

False. f1ff states what tends to happen from past experience and cannot describe
future plans. For plans use %% PAJGFRSH H A FR.

2702.5 One possible response: FRIE, HEEAEE.
Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
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o 1EfF is not for wishes or the future: PAJGISHH €, not PAGFSHAFK.

o Without a condition, £ sounds unfinished: flifE{EIRE| is weak; fh My FAELE
iR %] works.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B ] vs WA (adverb vs time-word)

2703.1 KA

Only WA starts the sentence and goes with 7%.

2703.2 B. X JLLAE—AE .

A duration after the verb takes K.

2703.3 [ A A,

NI + adjective.

2703.4 True.

True. Wi is an adverb (“just”): fKIE. KWIA is a time noun (“a moment ago”) and
usually takes T: filiMI| A7 7. Both fit someone who left a moment ago.
2703.5 One possible response: F&WIZ|, WA YESNEFTHLIE.

Check meaning and form:

» My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Start of the sentence? Only N4 Before an adjective or ¥%? Only WA WA %
W JAL.

o With a duration after the verb (two months)? Only KI: NI A~ H .

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.
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