Basic/Simple Sentence Patterns
Ref Hsk4 Grammar

ﬁooo%ﬁooo—”even”

% --#P () spotlights a surprising case —”even ---.” The catch English speakers miss:
you must keep both parts (English drops to just “even”). The highlighted item —even
an object —jumps to the front.

Structure: j& + Subject / Object + #} (+ A / &) + Verb

{zh: XA~ |zhe ge|this / [\ |[wen ti|question / KK |tailso / f&j B |jidn dan|simple / T
lle / , i# |lidn|even / =% |san suila three-year-old / /N% |xido hai|child / #F |dou|even
/ FiE |zht daolknows / . }

This is so easy that even a three-year-old knows it.

{zh: fi |talhe / fI-4 |shén me|anything / & |dou / Wz |chileats / , & |lidn|even / Ji [
|gou rou|dog meat / #F |douleven / Iz |chijeats / . }

He eats anything —even dog meat.

Remember: # X # = ”even X” —and you need BOTH words. English keeps
only "even”; Chinese frames it as 7% (the surprising item) ---#f (sweeps it in). The item

leaps to the front: 1 R#ERNZ, never RZIEMM A .
Watch out

« Dropping the #[ breaks it —j% always needs its % / % partner.

BEFII + #—every / any”

A question word + # sweeps over all cases —everyone, anything, anywhere, whenever.”
Add A / ¥ and it flips to the total negative: "none, nothing, nowhere.”

Structure: Question Word + #J + Predicate

{zh: i |shéileveryone / #f |dou / EWK |xi huan|likes / 5 & |méi shilgood food / . }
Everyone loves good food.

{zh: F& |woll / WFJL |nar|anywhere / R |[dou / A |buldon’t / 48 |xidng|want / % |quto
go /. }

I don’t want to go anywhere.

Remember: question word + #f = 7all / every”; + A / ¥ = “none / nothing.”
YEED (everyone), fFAHR (everything), Wl JLES (everywhere), /&4 #B (no matter how) —
then a A / % turns each into its negative (fF-AERAHIIE).

Watch out

o The question word here is the indefinite "any,” not a real question —no question mark.



A+ B + B + B + Number + f%7—”N times as
much”

£% counts multiples —"A 2 B % N f” = A is N times B.” Watch the maths: N % is
the total, XN — =% is "three times (as much),” not "three times more.’

Structure: A + & + B + 1§ + Number + £

{zh: i [talhis / BLFE |xian zailnow / B9 |de / T.¥¥ |gong zi|salary / & |shilis / PI4FEH]
llidng nidn qidn|two years ago / ] |de / =£% |san bei|three times / . }

His salary is now three times what it was two years ago.

{zh: XA~ |zhe ge|this / ¥ETi |chéng shicity’s / /] |[de / N [rén kou|population / &
|shilis / ABA™ [na ge|that one’s / ) |de / PHAE |lidng beiltwice / o }

This city’s population is twice that one’s.

Remember: N £ = the TOTAL (xN), not ”N times more.” =% = 3x, }iff =
2x (twice). The & - HY frame brackets the two things compared.

Watch out

o HAINT =A% ("increased threefold”) is read ambiguously in real life —be careful with
it in maths contexts.

—E 4+ 1/ # + A--—"not ---at all”

—& + i/ # + &R / B is the emphatic, absolute negative —"not (even) ---at all,

not one bit.”

Structure: Subject + —i + 4 / HS + A / & + Adjective / Verb
{zh: fR |nilyou / — 5 |yi didn|at all / {5 [yé / A |bu|not / B |pang|fat / . }
You’re not fat at all.

{zh: F |wo|l / — &,
/ o}

I didn’t understand a single bit.

Remember: it’s the 4, / #f sitting between —g and & / ¥ that makes it absolute
—"not even the smallest bit.” A bare — A / — 5% (no t,/#R) is noticeably weaker.

Watch out

o Keep all the pieces: — & + t/#8 + A/ —drop the t,/#F and the at all” force
fades.

AHIE - IF—""not sure what’s best”

End a clause with ¥ after ANHIiE and you get ”(I) don’t know what would be best” —
that stuck, can’t-decide feeling. It’s often A #f-.

yididn|at all / [ |dou / # |méi|didn’t / W& |ting dong|understand
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Structure: Subject + AZIiE + Question Phrase + () #f

{zh: 3 |wo|l / Y |zhen de|really / AHIiE |bu zht dao|don’t know / B4 Jp [zén me
ban|what to do / 7" |céi / ¥ |hdo|best / . }

I really don’t know what would be best to do.

{zh: AHIiE |bu zhi dao|not sure / 3% [songlto give / 14 [shén me|what / L4 |
wugift / ¥ |hao|best / . }

Not sure what gift would be best.

Remember: the trailing I = ”--would be best” —ARHIE/E A ATF ("don’t know
what on earth to do for the best”). The 7" sharpens the dilemma.

Watch out

o The #f sits at the very end, after the question phrase —it’s "what’s best,” not "good.”

Y- K /| —SEP—"for -+, generally speaking”

%t + person + P means “for / as far as someone is concerned”; —fEF P means
"generally speaking.” Both open a sentence to frame the viewpoint that follows.

Structure: Xf + Person + Ui, - - — Bk, o

{zh: X} |duilfor / F& |wo|me / i |14i shuo|as far as concerned / , {5 |jian kang|health
/ # |zuilthe most / BEEL |zhong yaol|important / . }

For me, health matters most.

{zh: — K1 |yl ban 14i shuo|generally speaking / , FA.ZFAZ |s1 1l xué xiao|private
schools / #f |[dou / H# |bi jido|fairly / 5t |guilexpensive / . }

Generally speaking, private schools are fairly pricey.

Remember: %} X ¥ = ”from X’s angle”; —k3k{Pi = ”as a rule.” Both are

sentence-openers that set the frame. A cousin: £ - 3fii = "take ---as an example.”

Watch out
o It’s Xf--- 2K, not Xt - Pi—the 3 is part of the fixed frame.



