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HSK 4 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

# ... 3 ... A / ¥ (not even)

B A day with no break

e You were so busy at work that you didn’t have a single break.

o BRERIABE—DOKEBM. — “I was so busy today I didn’t even have a sip of

water.”

"X+ f+ R /% + Verb

o # X #/W + negative = “not even X”: X is the smallest or easiest thing, and
still it didn’t happen.

« X moves before the verb: A4 FEAHIIHE.
RIEA) 2 FHAFIE -

wo lidn ta de ming zi dou bu zhi dao
Word guide: 3% — I; 7% — even; il — his; 45 — name; H — (even); A — don’t; HliE —

know.

% ... &8/ t: even

verb link not

> A mi= Ay e L
HSKILE E—OK #B5% 05
wo jintian mang de lidn y1 kdu shui dou méi he
| was so busy today even a sip of water I didn't drink

B The minimum didn’t happen

o fBE—NTFEE®E. — “He didn’t write a single character.”

o XA, MEFIHBEMRL T . — “Such an easy question, and he handed
it in without even looking at it.”

fbE—NFHERE .

ta lidn yi ge zi dou méi xie

Word guide: it — he; i# — even; —4> — one; ¥ — character; & — (even); 7% — didn’t;

E — write.
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B X before the verb
o The % phrase comes before the verb: #EIRERENZ, not Y7 ER.
o Keep #f / : E/KIEME is incomplete; say JE7KHABIXIE.

B & + Verb + # + % + Verb

o The same verb can repeat: fBEEEREEMREZNT . — “He agreed without even
thinking.”

e This shows how little effort or care was taken.

fb AR B L T

ta lidn xidng dou méi xidng jiu da ying le

Word guide: 1, — he; & — even; A8 — think; & — (even); 3% — didn’t; 8 — think; 3 -
then; £ — agreed.

B Recap

c EXH /W + A /& + Verb = not even X.
o X goes before the verb; keep #f / th. AL A = without even thinking.

Practise this pattern step by step.

4 ... M ... (for the sake of)

B Working for a dream

» Your cousin works two jobs to save for university.

. flﬂj@TJ:j(%ﬂﬁ%jJIﬂi‘o — “He works hard in order to go to university.”

B 5 (T) + goal + T + action

« 5 (T7) AT B = “do B for the sake of A”: a formal way to link a purpose with
an action.

e 1 links the purpose to the verb that follows: “NFHAHI Ay} — “strive for an ideal”.

RATHBRETE} .
wo men wéi i xidng ér fen dou
Word guide: KA1 — we; & — for; FAH — our ideals; 1] — (and); 53} — strive.

AT ... M ...: for the sake of

who link verb

ftt AT ERFE ] BHTE
ta weile shang daxué ér nul gdongzuo
he to go to university (so0) works hard
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B Feelings caused by something

e X + cause + Jij + feeling: KEZH NMHERINT . — “Everyone was happy

about his success.”

o RNEF/NEMAESR. — “Don’t get angry over small things.”
RRER AL BT 5% o

da jia dou wet ta de chéng gong ér gao xing
Word guide: KZ — everyone; #f — all; & — about; i — his; I} — success; I —
(and); f%2% — happy

® Formal, and 2} is wei

o In this pattern 4 is read wei (“for”); it is written or formal speech. In chat, T
.., 3% .. is enough.

o i does not mean “but” here; it links the purpose or cause to the action.

Y. T .. versus AT
o NT + goal, clause: J T _FR2E, %5 ) TAE — the everyday form.

e K .. 1M .. puts the goal and action in one tight phrase, common in speeches and
slogans.

AT EXRE, B TAE.

wet le shang da xué ta nu i gong zuo

Word guide: /7 — in order to; | — go to; K=2% — university; fi — he; %% J; — hard;
TAE — works.

B Recap

« 5 (T) A1 B = do B for the sake of A; 3§ + cause + T + feeling = feel ..
about.

o Formal; & = wei; [fij links, it is not “but”.
Practise this pattern step by step.

FE + Noun + #5 / 4 (any)

B Any questions?

o At the end of the lesson your teacher wants to be sure everyone understood.

o BRI, FWPAEFR. - “If you have any questions at all, you can ask me.”

" {£f + Noun + # /
o AEf + noun = “any (at all)”; #B or tH, usually follows: f&fa] AHRA] PAS .
o In the negative: {TAi] NERAFNIE / MEAHATA H) — “nobody / no ... at all”.

AT AZRAT AS M

ren hé rén dou ké yi can jia
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Word guide: {Lfi] — any; A — person; & — (all); ] PA — can; /1l — take part.

£ ..., #....any ...

verb link

=) {EfeTia] =R #RE] LAR] 3
you renhé wenti dou kéyi wen wo
have any question you can ask me

B Total statements

o BASEHEIFMEMA. — “I won't tell anyone.”
o ARATEMERERT DABIRITHIE. — “You can call me any time.”

BALEIFEMA.

wo bu hui gao su rén hé rén

Word guide: 3 — I; &~ — won't; £ — (will); 453f — tell; {-4a] — any; A — person.
B Add # as a subject

o As a subject, fEfi] + noun needs # / W 440 AERFIIE, not LA A JFNIE.
o fEfi] goes before a noun only; it does not stand alone: {F{i] A, not just {£4d].

B f£{d] versus question word -+ Hf
o Spoken: #EHRA]PAE — “Anyone can come.”
o fFAaf NFER W] PASE says the same in a more formal way.

YRR AR .

shéi dou ke yi lai

Word guide: i — anyone; B — (all); A PA — can; 2& — come.
B Recap

o fEff + noun + HB / W = any .. at all; negative = no ... at all.
o Needs a noun and, as a subject, #f / . YEHL is the spoken equivalent.

Practise this pattern step by step.

BE ... # / X .. (both ... and ...)

B Good-looking and practical

e You are recommending a backpack to a friend.

o INMUBRIFE XA, — “This bag is both good-looking and practical.”
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BPEA X /# B =Dboth A and B

« BE A X B joins two qualities or actions of the same subject; ¥ / 3 introduces
the second.

¢ It sounds a little more formal and balanced than ¥ .. ¥ ...

A LEENE

ta ji cong ming you nu i

Word guide: fifi — she; B — both; BiHH — clever; ¥ — and; %% — hard-working.

Bt ... X ....both...and ...

thing verb
> o
XN E BEiFE X3<H
zhege bao ji hdokan you shiyong
this bag is both nice-looking and practical

B Two roles or two actions

o fHBEREN, HEMEFK. — “Heis both a teacher and a writer.”
o BMBEE2EY, BB . - “We need both to study and to rest.”

RIOIKEEY, WBKE.

wo men ji yao Tué xi Yyé yao Tiu xi

Word guide: 347 — we; Bt — both; Z — need to; 2#>] — study; t — also; % — need
to; fRk &, — rest.

B Same subject, same direction

o Both parts belong to one subject: fBEE ... X .., not fhEE .., W ...

« The two qualities should fit together (both good, both bad); for a contrast use {H

=)
-

mpgE ... Y ..versus AMH ... MH ..

o [E .. X .. gives two qualities equal weight.
e /ANMH .. 1M H. .. builds up: the second point is stronger: ANMEAEE, i H T EAR LT

MEMRE, THREMREF.

bi dan pian yi ér qié zhi liang hén hdo

Word guide: A {H — not only; f#‘H — cheap; [fif H. — but also; fif — quality; f& — very;
I — good.
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B Recap
e B A X /1 B = both A and B (same subject, equal weight).
o /AMH .. H. .. builds up to a stronger second point.

Practise this pattern step by step.

¥ + Place + £/ F / B / % (location)
® Where did I put it?

e You can’t find your keys and your roommate helps you look.

o RERT L, FHEME., — “The keys are on the table, and the phone is in
the bag.”

® ¥ + place + F/F /B /&EH

e ¥E + noun + location word = on / under / in / beside: fE&F I, fTEK T, 7F
L, FE]553.
e Most ordinary nouns need the location word: ZE5F I, not {5 .

BHERT .
mao zdi chudng xid
Word guide: Jffi — the cat; fF — is; JK — the bed; ' — under.

Thing + £ + place: where it is

thing where

THREL ERFL FHl TEE

yaoshi zai zhuozi shang shouj zai bao li

the keys are on the table the phone is in the bag

B Doing something somewhere

« Before a verb: {EEFHIEEFF. — “He's reading in the library.”
o After a verb: IBEHEHEF L. — “Put the book on the table.”

EEBAERT L.

ba shu fang zai zhuo zi shang
Word guide: 45 — the book; i — put; 7F — on; 5§ — the table; |- — (on).
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B When to drop the location word

e Ordinary objects need it: ZEHH, not FHH.
o Place names and places that are already locations do not: ZEJLEL, TE244K, not 1F
o HL.

m |- / B / & for abstract places

o FHAM I /FEM I =on TV / online; YR 4L I = in the newspaper.
o 1E.>H = in one’s heart; 7EA}EH = in life. Fixed phrases are worth learning as
chunks.

RAEM LKA
wo zai wang shang mai de

Word guide: F — I; £ — on; _I — the internet; 3% — bought.

B Recap
e« £ + noun + E/F/B/3%# = on/under/in/beside; ordinary nouns need the

location word.
o Place names do not (fEJb ). Fixed phrases: 7EM I, FEH 4t b, fTEATEH.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

B . H ...~/ B (not even)

2301.1 Complete: “He doesn’t even know my name.” fth ... IR FHAFIE .
2301.2 Which sentence is correct?

o A ABIRIZERR

o B. i HARENZ

o C. BHAERFIENZ .

o D. i RN IZ .

2301.3 Build: “He agreed without even thinking.”
Arrange all chunks: 3t / AR / MIERE / BT,
2301.4 fhiE—PFHREE means he wrote a lot.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2301.5 You were so busy at work that you didn’t have a single break. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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B 5 ... ... (for the sake of)

2302.1 Complete (formal): “Strive for your dreams.” “HAAE ... &1},
2302.2 In ANECA/NHRTAES, what does T do?

e A. means “but”

o B. links the cause to the feeling

o C. asks a question

e D. means “and then later”

2302.3 Build: “Everyone was happy about his success.”
Arrange all chunks: KZHS / 2%, / 1/ Rthpg )
2302.4 5T .., ..1is the more everyday form.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2302.5 Your cousin works two jobs to save for university. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key:.

" £ + Noun + #B / 4 (any)
2303.1 Complete: “Anyone can take part. ........ A#ESRIPAS N,
2303.2 Which sentence is correct?

o A NEFTERAEX .

o B AL NERFIIE X {2

o C.ATAER NFNE X A2

o D.ARAT A HIE X 55

2303.3 Build: “I won’t tell anyone.”

Arrange all chunks: A8 / &/ Ao/ ATRA

2303.4 HEHER AT PASE is a spoken way to say fF{i] AFRA] PAE.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2303.5 At the end of the lesson your teacher wants to be sure everyone understood.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B ../ X .. (both .. and ...)
2304.1 Complete: “This dish is both cheap and tasty) XAEEHEE ... TFIZ,
2304.2 Which sentence is correct?

o A B E .
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 B. b ES0E .

o C. Bt 3.

o D.ftbBEm, M.

2304.3 Build: “He is both a teacher and a writer.”

Arrange all chunks: it 2E0T / ®2& / , / 1ER.

2304.4 AH ... 7 H. ... usually makes the second point stronger.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2304.5 You are recommending a backpack to a friend. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B ¥E + Place + k£ / F / B / i (location)
2305.1 Complete: “The phone is in the bag.” FHLEAD ovees
2305.2 Which is correct?

o At TAES

o B AfERE T TR

o C.fEdtn LT AE.

o D AbFEIER AR,

2305.3 Build: “Put the book on the table.”
Arrange all chunks: b, / &+ /#84 / BHE
2305.4 7EM | means “online”.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2305.5 You can’t find your keys and your roommate helps you look. Close the exam-
ples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English
what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and
try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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Answers and explanations

B .. #H ...~/ & (not even)

2301.1 &

i X #B + negative = not even X.

2301.2 D. fihi& RARHEIZ

b 7 LA Wz, is right: 7% 4+ X 4+ #F /L 4+ & + verb. Without #f the sentence is

incomplete, and % must come right before the item it stresses.
2301.3 flERRAR AR Y. 1o

A+ V A+ #RE+V A+

2301.4 False.

He didn’t write a single character.

2301.5 One possible response: 4 KT 153E— /KRS .
Check meaning and form:

« My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
e The 3% phrase comes before the verb: E’ﬁ%‘[ﬁ‘&ﬂ'“, not P IWZEIN.

o Keep # / t: E/KIEM is incomplete; say 77K AR M.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B 5 ... W .. (for the sake of)

2302.1 [

& A 1 B links the purpose and the action.
2302.2 B. links the cause to the feeling

In 25 + cause + i + verb, Jf] links the cause to the reaction: AN -A/NNA S
“Don’t get angry over small things.” It does not mean “but” here.

2302.3 KEHAAMAT B 5 2% .
A + cause + [fij + feeling.
2302.4 True.

True. A7 .., .. is the everyday way to state a purpose. A .. [fii .. is more formal
and written.

2302.5 One possible response: {7 _FR=2Em%% 1 TAE.

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
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o In this pattern 4 is read wei (“for”); it is written or formal speech. In chat, kT
., 3% .. is enough.

e | does not mean “but” here; it links the purpose or cause to the action.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B L + Noun + #f / # (any)
2303.1 {F{n]

{47 + noun + #f.

2303.2 B. AR NERHIE X {445

ATAR] NABFNE X455 is right: fTfi] + noun as the subject needs #f before the verb,
and {Ffi] always comes before its noun.

2303.3 A EIFETA

Negative verb + fF{i] + noun.

2303.4 True.

QW + #E is the spoken equivalent.

2303.5 One possible response: G- [a) 81, HRA]PARE .

Check meaning and form:

» My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o As a subject, {Ei] 4+ noun needs #B / W, LA ABERFIE, not ATAa] A HIA.
o ] goes before a noun only; it does not stand alone: {£fi] A, not just {£A].
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

mPgE .. #/ X .. (both .. and ..)
2304.1 X

WA X B.

2304.2 A. fih B S,

il Bk 5 g8 is right: BE A ¥ B describes one subject, with both words after it. A
second subject (fi#) breaks the pattern.

2304.3 fhiE2E0, WRER.

MR .., i ...
2304.4 True.
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It builds up; B% ... X .. gives equal weight.
2304.5 One possible response: X ™I IEIHH XL .
Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Both parts belong to one subject: % .. X .., not R ..., W™ ...

o The two qualities should fit together (both good, both bad); for a contrast use {H
2.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to

comment on pronunciation.

® % + Place + k. / F / B / 31 (location)

2305.1 H

1E + noun + H = in.

2305.2 D. fbFEJbR TAE.

Place names take no location word.

2305.3 e R T .

Verb + ¥ + noun + F.

2305.4 True.

It is a fixed abstract location.

2305.5 One possible response: FHE7EE T F, FHHEEE.

Check meaning and form:

« My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Ordinary objects need it: ZEF3H, not 1F-H41.

o Place names and places that are already locations do not: ZEJLEL, FF24FL, not 1F
JencH.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.
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