”"No Matter” Statements
Ref Hsk4 Grammar

A% ... 5 / # ... — “no matter” (spoken)

ANE ... B / H ... says the outcome holds whatever the case — “no matter (what
/ how) .., still ..” The catch: the first clause must contain an open variable —
a choice (A /2 B / A-not-A) or a question word (i, f+4, E4 ..). It’s the
conversational option.

Structure: A 4 + (Question Word / choice) , (Subject +) #B / § +
Result

{zh: 4 |bi gudn|no matter / 4R |nilyou / %
#B |doulall / - |hdo kan|look good / . }

No matter what you wear, it looks good on you.

chuan|wear / {14 |shén me|what / ,

{zh: K4 |bu gudn|no matter / /EAFE |z6n me yang|what happens / , FA] |wo
men|we / # |dou|all / B |yao|must / - [hdo hio|properly / 4% |zhiin bei|prepare
/o }

No matter what, we must prepare properly.

Remember: A4 needs something OPEN after it — a question word (/{1
A JEA) or an “A 5 B / A-not-A” choice — then #f / 2 nails the result down
regardless. AN = spoken; To1& /| AE = formal (next).

Watch out

0125

» Without an open variable it’s wrong: NERZE(]4 v/, but you can’t say AEX

PR ..

T / A ... # / W ... — “no matter, regardless”

JGi (or Ai2) is the more formal “no matter, regardless of” — grammatically iden-
tical to AN4¥. The clause after it likewise holds a question word (%24, {14, iff ...) or
a choice.

Structure: i / A& + (Question Word / choice) , #} / i + Result

{zh: JGi |wi lin|no matter / £ 4 |dud melhow / ) |chéng gong|successful / |, il
[talhe / # |dou|always / 545 |jué delfeels / H T |21 jijhimself / A% |bd goulnot /
I |hido|good enough / . }

No matter how successful he is, he always feels he’s not good enough.
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{zh: JGi& |wt lin|no matter / K [tian|the weather / £ |duc|how / #
|doujalways / B |yaojmust / B&FF |jian chi|keep going / . }

relhot / , #F

No matter how hot it gets, we have to keep going.

Remember: TG / A = the written R — same grammar, same need for an
open variable + #B / . Speech — AN4; writing — F£i8.

Watch out

o The same rule applies: the following clause needs a question word or a choice, never
a flat statement.
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