"But” Statements
HSK 4 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

R%& ..., HR ... (although)

B Despite the snow

e The school sports day went ahead even though it was snowing.

« RETESE, BIARRBEREITT. — “Although it was snowing, the sports

day still went ahead as planned.”

"RE A, HER /TR /LR B

« R A, (HR) B = “although / despite A, B”: the fact A does not stop B.

o The second clause often has {HZ, #[ &2, ifE, 8 or A

REMRR, ERMERERFHETT .

jin gudn hén léi dan shi ta hdi shi jian chi pdo wdn le

Word guide: R4& — although; fR — very; & — tired; {H)2& — but; fth — he; A& — still;
R4 — kept; Bl — running; 5% — to the end.

RE ..., ¥2 ...: even though

thing verb

RETES

jinguan xia zhe xué

ERRERTT

haishi zhaochéng juixing le

EFhA
BE=
yundonghui
even though it snowed

the sports day still went ahead

B A fact, not a possibility

o REMMBE T, WRESEBRRAKIE. — “Although he works hard, his grades still
aren’t very good.”

o RUE states something true; for “even if” (maybe true), use HJfg.

REMMBE S, TRBRSHERAKE .

jin gudn ta hén nu li ke shi chéng ji hdi shi bu tai hdo

Word guide: R4 — although; ftf — he; 8 — very; %% J; — hard-working; A] /2 — but;

A4 — grades; ih42 — still; AN K — not very; ¥ — good.

B R versus R + Verb

o RUE at the start of a clause = “although”. Before a verb, R4% = “feel free to”: A
I R A ).

e Do not combine 4% with HIfifi or H 4% in the same clause; one is enough.

B R versus B
o H IR is the everyday “although”: BJRTFH, ML EET.

o RUE is a bit stronger and more formal, and stresses that the fact really holds.

BRTW, RIERET .

sui ran ria yu wo men hdi shi qu le

Word guide: &%k — although; N[ — it rained; A1 — we; B2 — still; & — went.
B Recap

« R A, HR / #R B = although A (a fact), B anyway.

o R + Verb = feel free to; BIfif = even if (hypothetical).

Practise this pattern step by step.

fl (actually / on the contrary)
B Not what you’d expect

e Your friend expected the small restaurant to be cheap, but it was pricey and the
fancy one was cheap.

o XF/MIEBIESK. — “This little restaurant is actually quite expensive (sur-
prisingly).”

B ff + predicate = actually, contrary to expectation

o {8 marks a result opposite to what you would expect: “actually, on the contrary”.
« It sits after the subject, before the verb or adjective: fl{fI~E .

REHBHEL, BERES.

da jia dou hen dan xin ta dao bu zhdo ji

Word guide: K — everyone; #f — all; 8 — very; fH.[» — worried; fif — he; 5] —
actually; /N — not; FHZ — anxious.



f8l: contrary to what you'd expect

where link verb
XSIMRIE (£ HESTRY
zhé jia xiao fanguan dao ting gui de

this little restaurant surprisingly is quite pricey

B Softening or conceding

s REBRAE, MRKET. — “The goods are fine, it’s just that they’re too

expensive.” (ff]52& concedes a point before a “but”)

o WRUEMEIZE! — “That’s easy for you to say!” (ironic)
REBRAHE, MRART .

dong zi dao shi bi cuo jiu shi tai gui le
Word guide: ZZV4 — the goods; f#]/& — admittedly; /4% — fine; 2 — it’s just that;
K — too; $t — expensive.

B Contrast with an expectation

o {#] needs an expectation to go against (stated or obvious); without one it sounds

odd.
It goes after the subject: fEIAH &, not FHEAE .

B 8 versus #) and K]
o #l = “but, yet”, a plain contrast: R ZE, AlfENE.
o JZIfi = “on the contrary, instead”, stronger: Wz T 24, Jj/ B T .

ZTH, WRMEET

chi le yao bing fan ér geng zhong le
Word guide: Iz — take; 2§ — medicine; Jjj — the illness; ZJfif — instead; ¥ — even more;
HE — serious.

B Recap

o f + predicate = actually (contrary to expectation); fl)}& ..., BiR& ... = granted
., but ...

e #l = plain contrast; JZ M = the opposite happened.
Practise this pattern step by step.

#l + Predicate (however / yet)

B Tired but awake

o After a long day you lie in bed, exhausted, but your mind won’t stop.
- BRMBE, #HEALE. — “I'm exhausted, yet I can’t sleep.”

B Subject + #] + predicate = yet, however

o #) marks a contrast and goes after the subject of the second clause, before the
verb.

o ffR AL, EIAPR — “He’s rich, but he isn’t happy.”
RELR, HARE.

ta hen you qidn qué bu kuai lé
Word guide: fi — he; f2 — very; 4% — rich; £ — yet; AN — not; e 4k — happy.

#0: but, yet (before the verb)

verb link not
KRE gl fEAE
wo hén & que shui bu zhdo

I'm tired yet can't sleep

" With HZ / Wz

o It can follow {H2: A, HRMEAATE., — “I wanted to help him, but he
didn’t need it.”

o It often appears in writing and stories.

RAEFM, HEMAARE.

wo zidng bang ta dan shi ta que bu zu ydo

Word guide:  — I; 28 — wanted to; #§ — help; fii — him; {H& — but; flb — he; #]J -

yet; A — not; F53E — need it.

B ] never comes first

o s an adverb: it goes after the subject, never at the start: fliAI/ARE, not Afth
k.

o {HZ starts the clause; #[l follows the subject. They can be used together.



B H versus {HRZ

o {HJZ is the general “but” and opens the clause.

o #[I stresses the surprising contrast and sits inside the clause: KA, MEATHZET
— {4 T .

KRB, MARFET—4 T 4.

tian hen léng ta que zhi chuan le yi jian T zu

Word guide: K — it; fR — very; & — cold; fih — he; ] — yet; H — only; Z¢ — wore; —

4 — a; T il — T-shirt.

B Recap
« Subject + #] + predicate = yet, however (a surprising contrast).
o After the subject, never first; can combine with {Hi2 / 7] 2.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

R ..., HRE ... (although)

1501.1 Complete: “Although it was late, he was still working.” ......... JREE T, fhif
1A,

1501.2 In A BRE FR, what does KR4S mean?

e A. because

e B. although

o C. even if

e D. feel free to

1501.3 Build: “Although he works hard, his grades still aren’t good.”
Arrange all chunks: &0 / AKEF. [/ JREMBE S/, W2
1501.4 R4¥ introduces something that is actually true.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1501.5 The school sports day went ahead even though it was snowing. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B {3 (actually / on the contrary)

1502.1 Complete: “Everyone was nervous; he, surprisingly, was calm.” KZHR'E

B . R
1502.2 What does RULIFE|%55) suggest?

¢ A. You said it again.

« B. You spoke slowly.
o C. It’s easy for you to say (but hard to do).
o D. The speaker agrees it is easy.

1502.3 Build: “The goods are fine, it’s just that they’re too expensive.”
Arrange all chunks: , /i / K5t T . / RIAGEEAE

1502.4 JZ|fij is stronger than #].

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1502.5 Your friend expected the small restaurant to be cheap, but it was pricey and
the fancy one was cheap. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it
in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with
the model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B A + Predicate (however / yet)

1503.1 Complete: “It’s spring, yet it’s still very cold” EEEREH R T, KA e 1B
R% .

1503.2 Which sentence is correct?

o AARAREER], ARSI,

o B. AMBAREER], 45577,

o C.bREEH, 554N

o D. MAREEH], 2SS T).

1503.3 Build: “I wanted to help him, but he didn’t need it.”

, B /AT ) FRAHHEAD ) AFEE.

1503.4 %]l can open a clause on its own, like {H .

Arrange all chunks:

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1503.5 After a long day you lie in bed, exhausted, but your mind won’t stop. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.



Answers and explanations

1501.1 R4

R4 + fact, then the result despite it.
1501.2 D. feel free to
Before a verb, R4& =

(although)

feel free to.

1501.3 R”ﬂﬂlﬁl%‘j} Al 2 EHA 2N KA
A A, IE . ibE B.
1501.4 True.

For a hypothetical “even if”, use R[Iffi.

1501.5 One possible response: REFNESE, B b2BERITT .

Check meaning and form:

¢ My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o RUE at the start of a clause = “although”. Before a verb, R4% = “feel free to”:
AU AE ).

e Do not combine R4% with HIf#i or H#X in the same clause; one is enough.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to

comment on pronunciation.

B g (actually / on the contrary)

1502.1 {5

8] marks a result against expectation.

1502.2 C. It’s easy for you to say (but hard to do).

Ironic f#]: easy to say, not to do.

1502.3 ZRPGEEAHE, B2 R T .

B2 .., e ..

1502.4 True.

J2 1M says the opposite of what you'd expect actually happened.
1502.5 One possible response: X Z/|MRIE FIHE ST

Check meaning and form:

¢ My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o f#] needs an expectation to go against (stated or obvious); without one it sounds
odd.

o It goes after the subject: ffE~EH ., not FIMAE 2
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Al + Predicate (however / yet)

1503.1 #[I

Al after the subject marks the contrast.

1503.2 A. fibAREEH], fBEIASS ).

fARERA, ABAIASSE J7 is right: #[1 is an adverb, so it goes after the subject of its
clause. Unlike {H12, it can never start the clause.
1503.3 FKAEAA, (HEMAATE.

{H2 + subject + ] + predicate.

1503.4 False.

%1 is an adverb after the subject.

1503.5 One possible response: R ZE, HENE .
Check meaning and form:

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
# is an adverb: it goes after the subject, never at the start: flEIASE, not Efh
Ak

o {HJZ starts the clause; #[I follows the subject. They can be used together.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.



