Verb phrases
Ref Hsk4 Grammar

H + BhiE—"and (also)”

Between two verb phrases, Ff links them as “and, and also.” It’s picky: it joins verbs or
clauses (never nouns —that’s FI’s job), usually two-syllable verbs, with a considered,
written ring.

Structure: Verb Phrase 1 + Ff + Verb Phrase 2

{zh: F |wo|l / [F]7E |tong yilagree with / I |bingland / Z#F |zh1 chi|support / 4R
lni|your / /] |de / P& |jué ding|decision / . }

I agree with and support your decision.

{zh: £ |hul yi|the meeting / {5718 [tdo lun|discussed / If |bingland / i [tong
guolapproved / T |le / 71&] [ji hua|the plan / . }

The meeting discussed and approved the plan.

Remember: 3 joins verbs/clauses, il joins nouns. ”Discussed 3 approved”
(verbs) ; "tea Fll coffee” (nouns) . If is the formal "and” for actions.

Watch out

« Don’t use } between nouns —Z5F-MIMHE .

/B + FhiE—"do --less”

/b before a verb means do less of it —the staple of advice and gentle scolding. The
bit that flips for English speakers: /* comes before the verb, where English puts "less”
after.

Structure: /> + Verb (+ Object)

{zh: i |qing|please / /b |shdol|less / H{ |fangladd / & |didn|a bit of / # |yan|salt / . }
Use a bit less salt, please.

{zh: /b |shaolless / i |shuoltalk / JETE |fei hualnonsense / ! }

Quit the babbling!

Remember: 4 / £ go BEFORE the verb —/IE7K (”drink less water”), the reverse
of English order. It softens a blunt "don’t”: /D& [HZH ("mind your own business,” lit.
"meddle less”).

Watch out

e Never Mg/b7k—the amount-word leads: DIEIK, ZIZ20K.



% + FijE—’do :-more”

£ before a verb means do more of it. Like its twin /b, it sits before the verb —exactly
where English puts "more” after ("eat more” — Zi7).

Structure: £ + Verb (+ Object)
{zh: £ |duo|more / Iz |chileat / 1

didn|a bit / . }
FEat a bit more.

{zh: 7555 |yé ye|grandpa / , 4§ |nilyou / % |yaolshould / £ |dud|more / HZ |chu
qu|go out / FEFE |zou zou|for walks / . }

Grandpa, you should go out for walks more.

Remember: ”eat more” flips to "more-eat” (£Mz). £ and /b both lead the verb
—that front position is the whole trick, and it’s the opposite of English.

Watch out

e It’s the mirror of Zb>—both are everyday advice words (ZW7K, DFEAK).

B + Person + Zfjji—naming who does it

i1 spotlights who is responsible for an action —"(it’s) for X to do, handled by X.” It’s
at home in formal and business contexts.

Structure: Topic + H] + Person + Verb

{zh: iX |zhe|this / £ |jian / & [shijmatter / {1 |you / F& |[wolme / 157 |fu zéis handled
by /o }

I'm responsible for this matter.

{zh: XA~ |zhe gelthis / WiH |xiang mu|project / H |youlby / /N2 |Xido Li|Xiao Li /
3 |14i / 2R |[wan chéng|to be done / . }

This project is to be done by Xiao Li.

Remember: f X = ”it’s X’s to handle.” It assigns the doer or the responsibility —
XFHIEMNTT (T take care of it”), HARK T (7it’s your call”). Formal in tone.

Watch out

o Don’t confuse it with the passive ff—H] assigns responsibility, not ”suffered by.”

¥ H—"moreover, and also”

3 H. joins verb phrases or clauses —”and, moreover.” Plain, it just means ”and” (like
Jf); with {5, / 3£ it means "moreover,” pushing the first idea a step further.

Structure: VP1 + FFH. + VP2 - VP1 + #H + t / & + VP2



{zh: XA~ |zhe gelthis / Jy¥% |fang fd|method / faj B [jidn dan|simple / , Ff H. |bing
giéland also / HEL |you xiaoleffective / . }

This method is simple, and effective too.

{zh: & |woll / i Hl |tong zhitold / T [le / FiA AN |sud you rén|everyone / , Ff H.
|bing qié/moreover / i |héilalso / #EFT |zhtn beéi|prepared / T |le / #4%} |céi liao|the
materials / . }

I told everyone, and moreover prepared the materials.

Remember: 3 H = ”and (what’s more).” With tf§ / if it escalates ("moreover, on
top of that”). It’s the more written cousin of [fij H..

Watch out

o In the 7 H. -t /if escalation, you can’t shrink it to a bare Jf.

Mk + K / B—"never”

M with a negative means "never” —and the choice of negative matters. M3k + R~ =
"never (as a rule, by habit)”; M + & () + Verb + 1 = "have never (done it in my
life).” In speech both shorten to M.

Structure: Subject + M3E + A + VP - Subject + MK + & (fF) + Verb + i
{zh: il |talshe / MK |cong laijnever / AS |bu / Mg |he jit|drinks / . }
She never drinks.

{zh: fthi |ta|she / MR |céng ldijnever / ¥ |méilhas / W, |jian|met / 1 |guo / fil [ta|her
/ 1815 |ma ma|mother / . }

She has never met her mother.

Remember: MR = ”never (habit/rule)”; MF ¥ -id = "never (in experi-
ence),” with the experiential 3. Habit — A; lifetime experience — ¥ ---1J. Both
can shrink to MAS / K.

Watch out

e Don’t drop the #i in the experience version: M ULid |, not MEE L.

{8 + shis—’worth ---ing”

{H45 says an action is worth doing —it goes before a verb. Keep it apart from money:
{H75 is about whether doing something pays off; for cash value you want plain {H.

Structure: (Subject +) {HfS + Verb
{zh: 3% |zhe ge|this / Y% |xidng filidea / {fi15 |zhi de|worth / % & |kdo lii|considering

/ o}

This idea is worth considering.



{zh: X |zhé|this / A% |bén / 5
kan|a read / . }

shu|book / 1R |hén|well / {H |zhi de|worth / —F& |yi

This book is well worth a read.

Remember: {Hf§ = worth DOING (an action); {f = worth MONEY. {Hf5—%&
("worth a look”), {152 >] ("worth learning from”) —but X/ME—FE ("this is worth
100 kuai”).

Watch out

o Follow {Ef5 with a verb, not a price —for price, use {H.

iR + 3] + Time —”(do) until”

& after a verb, plus a time or event, works like "until.” It often takes —H. to stress the
unbroken stretch. The structural catch: when the verb has an object, you repeat the
verb.

Structure: (— F +) Verb + #| + Time / Event - Verb + Obj + Verb + % +
Time

{zh: FA] |wo men|we / F£ |zailat / JIE [jin ba|the bar / —H |yl zhi|right /
llido|chatted / #| |daoluntil / 4% |ban ye|midnight / . }

We chatted at the bar until midnight.

{zh: fi |ta|she / 5 |xié|did / fEML |zud yeé|/homework / 5 |xié|until / 3| |dao / + &
2 |shi er didn ban|12:30 / . }

She did homework until 12:50.

Remember: with an object, repeat the verb: G{E\E %]+ 5 (do-homework,

P AR DY

do-until-12). A bare B{E 3| --is wrong. —H --- % underlines that the action ran the
whole way to that point.

Watch out

o The repeated-verb rule trips everyone —say the verb once for the object, once for the
2] + time.

#Ef8—"cause (trouble), make (badly)”

Ef8 (or just %) pins the blame on something for a bad outcome —”(it) caused / led
to (something bad) for me.” There’s always a note of complaint, and the cause comes
before ZE15.

Structure: Reason , 3 (%) + Undesirable Situation

{zh: "4 |xia wi|in the afternoon / Mg |he|drank / T [le / P |lidng|two / #F |bei /
ME |ka fei|coffees / , 45 |hai de|which kept / F& |wo|me / I I |wén shang|at night /
EAE |shul bu zhdo|from sleeping / . }

I had two coffees, which kept me from sleeping at night.



{zh: R |ni]lyou / FE4SE |hai dejmade / FA] |[wo men|us / #f |[doulall / IRF| |chi dao|late
/T lle/ o}

You made us all late.

Remember: % = “harm,” so %48 always blames —"---which (annoyingly) made
me---.” Reserve it for bad results; the 1% can drop (FEFHIRF| 7).
Watch out

o Never use it for a good outcome —for a neutral "make/cause,” use il: / fii.

Bf1H—separable (verb-object) words

A surprising number of "verbs” are secretly verb + object pairs —JLIH ("meet” =
see-face), EW ("sleep” = sleep-a-sleep), FHT: ("help” = do-a-favour), Z5# ("marry” =
tie-marriage). Other words slot between the two halves, and you can’t add another
object after the whole word.

Structure: Verb + (insert) + Object

{zh: FA] w6 men|we / I, |jian|have met / 13 |guo / [ |mian / . }

We’ve met before.

{zh: fily |talhe / #F |bang|did / T |le / F& |wO|me / —~ |yi ge|a / T2 |mang|favour / . }
He did me a favour.

Remember: a separable word is verb + its own object stuck together (I{, + Jfj).

M,

Inserts (7 / 1 / a number-phrase) go between the halves —E T —4f, 451 #F—and you
can’t bolt a new object on the end: FRYRULIE , never DLTAIAR.

Watch out

o This is the classic error: FAH LR — FAEBEARILE . The Yobject” slot is already
taken by .

A 4 F + A 4+ F + Bi--—while --ing,
suddenly”

Double up Verb + 3 to set a rolling background action; gt then springs the next event
—"as one was ---ing, ---(suddenly) happened.” It catches a turn that sneaks up during
the action, often before you notice.

Structure: Verb + & + Verb + & + §{ + Result + |

{zh: & |zou|walking / ¥ |zhe / & |z0u|walking / % |zhe / , F [jiu|then / B |dao
jialgot home / T |le / . }

Walking along, before we knew it we were home.

{zh: fi |ta|she / Ui [shuo|talking / & |zhe / ¥4 |[shuo|talking / Z |zhe / , 3k |jiti|suddenly
/ 5% |kicried / T le / o }




As she talked, she suddenly started crying.

Remember: V F V F = ”as I kept ---ing, before I knew it --+!” The doubled
% keeps an action rolling; 3t + T springs the surprise that crept up during it GEHE
FHET).

Watch out

o Both # verbs are the same ongoing action; #f introduces the new thing that emerged
from it.



