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HSK 4 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

# + & / ¥ (emphatic denial)

B That’s not true at all

« Everyone assumes the exam was hard because the class looks tired. In fact it was
easy.
o XRFERFIHAME. — “This exam actually wasn’t hard (contrary to what you think).”

B3 + A /% = not at all, actually not

o« HA / HBE (F) strengthens a negative to correct a mistaken belief.

o Jf goes right before AN / ¥%: MIFEAHA — “He isn’t actually angry.”
fbH BH AR

ta bing méi you sheng qi

Word guide: fth — he; 3f — actually; %A — not; 42X — angry.

HA: not at all (correcting a belief)

thing not verb

. \I_’ R LY
XRE T, HA St
zhe ci kaoshi bing bu nan
this exam is not at all hard

B Correcting an assumption

o RFIV bR EIN, HEMHAR. — “Everyone thought he was a teacher, but

actually he isn’t.”

o BHBHLXAFE. — “I never said that.”
BBV IX AT o

wo bing méi shuo guo zhé ju hua
Word guide: % — I; 3f — actually; & — not; Ui, — say; 1 — (ever); iX/AJ3f — this.
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B A correction, not a plain negative

o Use 3/ / Ff& when someone believes the opposite; for a plain “no”, A~ / % is
enough.
o Jf never stands alone in this sense: - AME, not FH-HE.

B 3R versus R

e FfA is calm and fits writing: X/~ [a]BFH A E 4.

o XA is emotional speech: N ABARMIARS 1!

XAFEH A E .

zhe ge wen ti bing bu fu zd

Word guide: 3%~ — this; [A]# — problem; 3 — actually; A~ — not; & 4% — complicated.
B Recap

e« F} + A / ® = actually not, not at all, correcting a mistaken idea.

o Calm and written; the emotional spoken version is X A~.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

B3t + RN / % (emphatic denial)

1001.1 Correct an assumption: “Learning Chinese isn’t actually that hard.” =#H 3¢
BRI S i[ 579 {38

1001.2 Everyone thinks he’s angry, but he isn’t. Which fits best?
o A BEFFAAA.

o B ABARAA.

o CAFHEAA.

« D. fibIfER.

1001.3 Build: “I never said that.”

Arrange all chunks: 3 / #hiad / % / XA)0%.

1001.4 HA sounds calmer than N As.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1001.5 Everyone assumes the exam was hard because the class looks tired. In fact
it was easy. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese.
Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model,
then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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Answers and explanations

B 3 + RN / % (emphatic denial)

1001.1 Ff

H 4 AN corrects a mistaken belief.

1001.2 C. M &A A<

H A corrects the assumption.

1001.3 FFH UL XA

H + ¥ + verb + 1.

1001.4 True.

HAS is calm and written; Y AN is emotional speech.
1001.5 One possible response: X{KZ iR AME.
Check meaning and form:

« My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Use A / 7% when someone believes the opposite; for a plain “no”, & / ¥ is
enough.

o Jf never stands alone in this sense: Ff A, not FfHE.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.
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