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Ref Hsk4 Grammar

A

A3 means "but, however” —the gentlest of the "but” family, lighter and chattier than
B2 / A]&. It often just tacks a small qualification onto something otherwise positive.

a softer ”but”

Structure: -, Agfeeee

{zh: X4 |zhe jian|this / KR [y1 fuloutfit / FE [woll / 4R |hén|really / E¥K |xi huan|like
/ , At b gudlbut / A |you didn|a bit / $ |gui|pricey / . }

I really like this outfit, but it’s a bit pricey.

{zh: XK |zhe jia|this / #&JT |can ting|restaurant / F, [woll / ¥ |méijhaven’t / Zad |qu
guolbeen to / , Aid |bt guo|but / Wik [ting shuo|l hear / ANE |bu cuolit’s good / o }

I've never been to this restaurant, but I hear it’s good.

Remember: Ajigf = the lightest ”but” — A (not) i (get past), a small snag you
can’t quite step over. Softer than {H & / W&, and very conversational.

Watch out

o Aid can also mean "only, merely” in other contexts (A2~ i%<s, 7it’s only a
misunderstanding”).

FRE—"and so, thereupon”

F& chains a cause to the action it triggers —”and so, thereupon.” The second event
follows straight from the first. It’s a storytelling, past-tense word, usually with 7,
and often with ¥f.

Structure: -, FRE- e + 7

{zh: WEK |zué tian|yesterday / ZZ#K |tu ran|suddenly / T WY |xia yu|rained / T [le /
, T2 |yt shiland so / &A1 |wO men|we / U |qu xiao|cancelled / T |le / ¥f4& |yé
can|the picnic / . }

It suddenly rained yesterday, so we cancelled the picnic.

{zh: E& |pido|the tickets / 32 |mai guang|sold out / T |le / , F & |yt shilso / F&A]
|wo men|we / 3K |mdilbought / T [le / #4EE |hudng nid pido|scalped tickets / . }

The tickets sold out, so we bought scalped ones.

Remember: F & = past-tense ”and so” —it narrates "X happened, whereupon Y
followed.” For a timeless, logical cause—effect ("because X, therefore Y”), use prPA /
It instead.

Watch out



o It belongs to narration of completed events —it pairs with T (and often j), not with
future plans.

#HE—"also, and another thing”

A tacks on a further point as an afterthought —”also, plus, and another thing.” It
tends to open a fresh sentence after a comma or full stop, the spoken "oh, and---”.

Structure: -, WBF,

{zh: % |ni|you / F5E |xu yao|need to / Iz 24 |chi yao|take medicine / . 5 |héi youlalso
/ , B |yao|should / £ |duo|more / KB |xiu xi|rest / . }

You need to take medicine. Also, get plenty of rest.

{zh: & |wo|l / H |yao|lwant / K#F |da beila large / , ANE |bi yaolno / ¥K |bmglice / |
A |héi youland / , /b |shdoleasy on the / Ji{ |fang / B¥ |[tdng|sugar / . }

Large, no ice —and go easy on the sugar.

Remember: 3¥f = ”oh, and also-” —the casual afterthought, literally "still have
(more to say).” Order-a-coffee energy: one more thing, then one more.

Watch out

o It’s informal —for a weightier ”in addition,” reach for 5 #p.

3 4p—"in addition, besides”

5B 4] brings in a separate, additional point —”in addition, besides.” It’s a notch more
formal than 845 and usually teams up with £ / {3 in the clause it adds. (It also means
"another, separate.”)

Structure: -, F4p, (Subject) i / -

{zh: F& |wo|l / % |méi|ldon’t have / H}[A] |shi jian|time / Zl |can jia|to join / . F3 b
lling wai|besides / , F& |[wo|l / {8 |yélalso / A |bu taijnot really / JE24ER |gan xing
quinterested / o }

I don’t have time to join. Besides, I'm not really interested.

{zh: XA~ |zhe ge|this / fii¥F |hdng ban|flight / £ % |jing chang|often / M & |wdan
dian|delayed / . F4b |ling wailin addition / , "KWL |fei ji can|the meals / {3 |yé|also
/ A& |hén|very / XEWZ [nén chilbad / . }

This flight is often late. On top of that, the food is awful too.

Remember: B4 = a SEPARATE extra point (% = "other / separate”) —more
formal than A4, and it likes a & / W4 to echo it. It also means "another (separate)

one”: A1 A
Watch out

o The added clause usually carries it / H—H 4, Fel -, not a bare 4k, F&--.

©)



Hii— besides, what’s more”

Hi piles on an extra, often clinching reason to back a decision —”besides, what’s
more, anyway.” It’s the "and another thing---” that seals the argument.

Structure: - -, FPL-

{zh: KX |tai[too / #T |yuan|far / T |le / , FUL
/ 1% |méilhave no / HJ[d] |shi jian|time / . }

zai shuo|besides / F |wo|l / 1 |yélalso

It’s too far —besides, I've no time anyway.

{zh: 3] |bié|don’t / 3£ |mai|buy it / T |le / , FHUL |zai shuolanyway / 44 |nilyou / 1,
lyé / & |bu|don’t / #ft |quéneed it / . }

Don’t buy it —anyway, you don’t need it.

Remember: FHJ§ = ”and what’s MORE---” —it adds a reason that clinches what
you just said. Don’t confuse it with the Fji in 4% P ("do X first, deal with it
later”).

Watch out

o It reinforces a decision —it adds backing, not just a neutral extra fact.

R / [BR—"but”

A )2 and {HR are the bread-and-butter words for "but.” {H 2 is a shade more formal
and emphatic; A] /& a touch softer. Otherwise they swap freely, and both happily follow
EAR ("although”).

Structure: Statement , W;g& / {H/Z& + Contrary Statement

{zh: F |wo|l / B |xi huan|like / i [tajhim / , ®]J& |ké shi|but / fib |talhe / &
|but|doesn’t / Bk |xi huan|like / & |[wo|lme / . }

I like him, but he doesn’t like me.

{zh: XA~ |zhe ge|this / T/E |gong zuoljob / R |hén|very / 2 |léi|tiring / , {HJE& |dan
shilbut / 3% |woll / 1R |hén|really / K |xI huan|like it / o }

This job is tiring, but I really like it.

Remember: {H = firmer/formal, W[#& = softer/casual —twins otherwise. Both
pair with Bk (E#K--{H/2-), and Chinese happily keeps both halves, unlike English
(”Although---but---” is fine in Chinese).

Watch out

e Don’t drop the {H/& after Fi#Kk—Chinese likes the matching pair where English uses
only one.



lli—joining contrasting ideas

T links two related clauses, often pointing up a contrast —"but rather, while, and yet.”
It’s an elegant, semi-written connector. Learn it through its two workhorse frames: A&

A T2 B and B A AR B.

Structure: Sentence 1 + |fij + Sentence 2 - f~4& A , TMi& B

{zh: FA] |wo men|we / & |shilare / 2k [ldijhere to / JpZF |ban shijwork / A
|érjnot / A& |bt shi / 3k |l4i|to / Bt |wén|have fun / #] |de / . }

de /, 1

We’re here to work, not to have fun.

{zh: J51 |hou hui|regret it / §Y) |de / A |rén|the one to / A& |bu shilisn’t / I |wo|me
/ , T2 |ér shijbut / 4R |nilyou / B |2 ji|yourself / . }

The one who’ll regret it isn’t me —il’s you.

Remember: learn Jij through its frames: 4 A Jij& B = "not A but (rather) B”; &
A AR B = ”A, not B” Master those two and most uses of [fij click into place.

Watch out

o It’s formal/literary in flavour but common in speech too, especially in those set frames.

A/ #@d--3k + 3hE—"(use X) to do Y”
The 3 here is a tiny bridge from a method to its purpose —”(use / by means of X)
to do Y.” It typically follows | or #1d + a method, then % + the goal.

Structure: | / i@l + Method + 3¢ + Verb Phrase

{zh: f&Z£ |hén duo|many / F%£ N |nidn qing rén|young people / f| |yong|use / F-#/L
|shou jijphone / APP / & |ldi[to / & |didn|order / #F3E |wai mai|takeaway / o }

Lots of young people use phone apps to order takeaway.

{zh: AT |wo men|we / 1% |ymng gai|should / 48 |xiang|find / JpiE |ban fila way /
[14i[to / fitdk |jié juélsolve / iXA™ |zhe ge|this / [ |wen ti|problem / . }

We should find a way to solve this problem.

Remember: 3} = ”in order to” —it joins the means (J /il X) to the goal (3E +
verb). "Use the app 3 order food.” The first half is the how, the 3 half is the why.

Watch out

o The 3k is optional but it makes the ”so as to” link explicit and natural.



