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1 Adjectives

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

1.1 ® Adjective + & 7T (extremely)
1.1.1 A trip receives an enthusiastic review

o A friend asks whether you enjoyed the holiday.
o XWIKATEER T ! — The speaker gives a very strong positive evaluation.

1.1.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Adjective + &7 (extremely). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BANERIFRT .
zhé ge zhi yi hdo ji le
Word guide: X/~ — this; 3 — idea; #f — good; fz T — extremely.

1.1.3 Read examples in context
BNBETRBK T !

na ge ndan hdi tdo yan ji le

Word guide: H4~ — that; 3% — boy; 17}k — annoying; % T — extremely.
« In the opening example, X RWITERT! :

positive evaluation.

The speaker gives a very strong

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

1.1.4 Know the boundary
o %7 follows an appropriate descriptive word and includes | as part of this frame.

o It can describe unpleasant feelings too, but not every adjective has a natural % T
combination.

1.1.5 Use the distinction
o The speaker gives a very strong positive evaluation.
o T follows an appropriate descriptive word and includes | as part of this frame.

It can describe unpleasant feelings too, but not every adjective has a natural |
combination.

1.1.6 Try it with help closed

A friend asks whether you enjoyed the holiday. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin

response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: XK IRITAEN 1!

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o H¢T follows an appropriate descriptive word and includes | as part of this
frame.

o It can describe unpleasant feelings too, but not every adjective has a natural %
T combination.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

1.2 ® Doubling adjectives (AA / AABB)
1.2.1 A room is ready for a guest

¢ You describe a room that has been thoroughly tidied.
o BETTEEH . — The repeated adjective gives a vivid description of the clean

room.

1.2.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is Doubling adjectives (AA / AABB). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

FEERIIRERKH .
bdo bao de ydn jing dd da de
Word guide: F=5 — the baby; HRIE — eyes; KKK — big and round.

1.2.3 Read examples in context

R GF A IR IBITEY & L

wo ziang shu shu fu fi de tang zdi sha fa shang

Word guide: F — I; %8 — want to; & &7 — comfortably; 4 — lie; 7£ — on; ¥p% I+

— the sofa.

« In the opening example, FEETTEEHI. : The repeated adjective gives a vivid
description of the clean room.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.



1.2.4 Know the boundary
o T#+ can become T T4, but this is a lexical pattern, not a rule for every

two-character adjective.
o FEH can use HFHZEHFH rather than AABB. Learn attested forms.

1.2.5 Use the distinction
¢ The repeated adjective gives a vivid description of the clean room.

o T+ can become T4+, but this is a lexical pattern, not a rule for every two-
character adjective. 254 can use 25 55 [ rather than AABB. Learn attested
forms.

1.2.6 Try it with help closed

You describe a room that has been thoroughly tidied. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: JE[a] T T §HF ] .

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o ¥t can become ¥4, but this is a lexical pattern, not a rule for every
two-character adjective.

o FHH can use HFHZEH Y rather than AABB. Learn attested forms.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

1.3 ® Adjective + # + Verb (making an adverb)
1.3.1 A teacher reads with care

e A teacher examines an essay carefully rather than rushing through it.

o BIFAEME TRIIEL. — IAEHL describes how the teacher read the essay.

1.3.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is Adjective + # + Verb (making an adverb).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RRIBET .

ta gao xing de xido le

Word guide: fih — he; 2% — happy; %& — smiled.

1.3.3 Read examples in context

EITAEHE TREEL.

ldo shi rén zhen de kan le wo de zuo wén

Word guide: #fi — the teacher; I\ B — careful; & — read; ki) — my; fE 3 — essay.

« In the opening example, ZBIABHTE TRIVESC. : IAEHL describes how the
teacher read the essay.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

1.3.4 Know the boundary
e The manner phrase comes before 7.

o Compare A B ZIili, where [f] describes the teacher, and ZITFESERINE, where
15 introduces an assessment of the reading.

1.3.5 Use the distinction
o JAEH describes how the teacher read the essay.

o The manner phrase comes before . Compare I\ B, where [} describes the
teacher, and ZINEISRIAE, where 15 introduces an assessment of the reading.

==

1.3.6 Try it with help closed

A teacher examines an essay carefully rather than rushing through it. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: ZIfiiABEHE TRITEL.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o The manner phrase comes before 7.

o Compare A B Z T, where [1¥) describes the teacher, and #IfFHARINE,
where 5 introduces an assessment of the reading.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.



2 Adverbs

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

2.1 ® ¥ + Verb + T (again, in the past)
2.1.1 A familiar problem happens again

e A classmate arrives late today after being late previously.
o HRGRF|T. - X marks today’s lateness as a recurrence.

2.1.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is X + Verb + T (again, in the past). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RIGREIT .
ni you chi dao le
Word guide: {K — you; ¥ — again; iR | — late.

2.1.3 Read examples in context

XTFHT!

you xid yu le

Word guide: ¥ — again; [y — rain.

« In the opening example, /REIRB| T . : ¥ marks today’s lateness as a recurrence.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

2.1.4 Know the boundary

¢ This finished-event example uses |, but ¥ is not confined to past events.

e HHR W EE W — T anticipates a known recurrence; ¥ ¥ ANHIiH uses another
meaning. Choose from the whole sentence.

2.1.5 Use the distinction
« ¥ marks today’s lateness as a recurrence.

o This finished-event example uses 7', but X is not confined to past events. K
NEEM—T anticipates a known recurrence; ¥ X ANFiE uses another meaning.
Choose from the whole sentence.

2.1.6 Try it with help closed

A classmate arrives late today after being late previously. Close the examples. Say

a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: R YR T,

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This finished-event example uses |, but X is not confined to past events.

o HHR W EEH— 7 anticipates a known recurrence; ¥ Y A~%IiE uses another
meaning. Choose from the whole sentence.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

2.2 ® —F (all along, continuously)
2.2.1 Waiting lasts through a time span

¢ You wait throughout the morning for news.

o B—HESRHIEE. — —H describes the continuing wait across that span.

2.2.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is —H (all along, continuously). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

R—EMRERIR.
wo yi zhi hén xt huan ni
Word guide: F& — I; —H — all along; f¢ — very; =¥ — like; /K — you.

2.2.3 Read examples in context

 In the opening example, R—ETFZREIE B . : —H describes the continuing
wait across that span.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

2.2.4 Know the boundary
e —TH also describes enduring habits or a spatial direction, such as — B fEH[iE.

o It need not mean continuous physical activity every second: F&— F = Wi 5K
describes a lasting preference.



2.2.5 Use the distinction

o —TH describes the continuing wait across that span.

e —H also describes enduring habits or a spatial direction, such as — B {1 i iE.
It need not mean continuous physical activity every second: Fk— B = W 5%k
describes a lasting preference.

2.2.6 Try it with help closed

You wait throughout the morning for news. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin

response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: F&—EHAEZEA/RIITHEE.

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o —TH also describes enduring habits or a spatial direction, such as —EfFHiE.

o It need not mean continuous physical activity every second: F&—F = WK
describes a lasting preference.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

2.3 ® BB (always — a habit)
2.3.1 A classmate is usually late

¢ A classmate arrives late often enough for you to describe it as a habit.

. fbERRE.

2.3.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is gf (always — a habit). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

— B 42 generalises a recurring pattern of lateness.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

fis SRR H .

ta zong shi chi dao

Word guide: fii — he; g2 — always; iR 2| — late.

2.3.3 Read examples in context

o In the opening example, fii BAERB|, : I generalises a recurring pattern of
lateness.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

2.3.4 Know the boundary
o B2 can sound critical here; it is not automatically neutral.

« Adjectives often take {3, but fil 2121 is possible. A recurring habit is a speaker’s
generalisation, not a measured guarantee of no exception.

2.3.5 Use the distinction

o B JZ generalises a recurring pattern of lateness.

o B2 can sound critical here; it is not automatically neutral. Adjectives often take
1R, but fih B 21T is possible. A recurring habit is a speaker’s generalisation, not a
measured guarantee of no exception.

2.3.6 Try it with help closed

A classmate arrives late often enough for you to describe it as a habit. Close the

examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in

English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one

detail and try again.

One possible response: b5 /Z2i1R %,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o M2 can sound critical here; it is not automatically neutral.

o Adjectives often take 1%, but b 512 - is possible. A recurring habit is a
speaker’s generalisation, not a measured guarantee of no exception.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

2.4 B 2T (finally, at last)
2.4.1 A long wait finally ends

o After waiting for a friend, you see the friend arrive.
o IRATFH|T! — &T presents arrival as the endpoint of a wait.

2.4.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is &F (finally, at last). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HRETET!

ni zhong yi dao le
Word guide: R — you; ZF — finally; 3| — arrived.



2.4.3 Read examples in context

« In the opening example, fRATF| 7!

wait.

. 2&F presents arrival as the endpoint of a

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

2.4.4 Know the boundary

« Finally need not be a happy result: BT iA 2K T can mark an eventual
failure.

e 1 often occurs with completed events, but ZFHI T and &TF-HEWE M7 TAE
show different predicate shapes.

2.4.5 Use the distinction
o 2T presents arrival as the endpoint of a wait.

o Finally need not be a happy result: BT iAEZ I T can mark an eventual
failure. T often occurs with completed events, but ZF-H 4T and & T HEW
3. TAE show different predicate shapes.

2.4.6 Try it with help closed

After waiting for a friend, you see the friend arrive. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: {4157 !

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

 Finally need not be a happy result: fiZ&FiA/ZRIK T can mark an eventual
failure.

e 1 often occurs with completed events, but ZFH{ T and &ZT {7 TAE
show different predicate shapes.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

2.5 B JI5E (nearly, almost)
2.5.1 Check an almost-full group
¢ Most of a class have phones, but a few do not.

o JLIFBNMAIEFH. — JLT makes the claim almost universal rather than fully

universal.

2.5.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is JLU¥ (nearly, almost). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

JLFEANANERA FHL.
Ji hu méi ge rén dou you shou ji

Word guide: JL3F — almost; & A\ — everyone; # — all; 5 — has; F-#L — a phone.

2.5.3 Read examples in context
e In the opening example, JL BG4 AERH FHL. : JL°F makes the claim almost
universal rather than fully universal.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

2.5.4 Know the boundary
e JLF can also precede an event without [\ or a negative, as in FJLF5 T .
o Keep the scope clear: JLFHRHIE is almost all know, while JLEAHIE is hardly

know.

2.5.5 Use the distinction
e JL*F makes the claim almost universal rather than fully universal.

o JLF can also precede an event without #f or a negative, as in F&J-F5 1. Keep
the scope clear: JL-FHBHIE is almost all know, while JL-FEAHIE is hardly know.

2.5.6 Try it with help closed

Most of a class have phones, but a few do not. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: JL-F& NEA FHL.
« My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
e JLF can also precede an event without [ or a negative, as in FJL 5T .
o Keep the scope clear: JLFERHIE is almost all know, while JLEAHIE is hardly

know.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.




2.6 ® I (only)
2.6.1 State the limit of a family’s size

¢ You have one older brother and no other older brothers.
o BAE—AEE. - H limits the number of older brothers to one.

2.6.2 Build the form
+ The pattern in this lesson is H (only). Locate it in the original interlinear examples
below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REF—EH-

wo zhi you yi ge gé ge

Word guide: & — I; 2 — only; F — have; —~ — one; BF&} — older brother.
2.6.3 Read examples in context

o In the opening example, 3 HA—/BF8F. : X limits the number of older brothers
to one.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

2.6.4 Know the boundary
o In this frame H precedes 47, but its scope is supplied by the predicate and context.

o HAMFNiE means only he knows; do not turn the common position into a claim
that H always limits the verb’s action alone.

2.6.5 Use the distinction
o K limits the number of older brothers to one.

o In this frame H precedes 47, but its scope is supplied by the predicate and context.
HAMHITE means only he knows; do not turn the common position into a claim
that H always limits the verb’s action alone.

2.6.6 Try it with help closed

You have one older brother and no other older brothers. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.
One possible response: & 1A —/ &8

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o In this frame H precedes 4, but its scope is supplied by the predicate and
context.

o HAMBAIIE means only he knows; do not turn the common position into a claim
that H always limits the verb’s action alone.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

2.7 ® Duration + ¥ + Verb + T (how long you haven’t ...)
2.7.1 Friends meet after a long gap

¢ Two friends have not met for ten years and are now greeting each other.

U ﬁ'ﬁ]ﬁ.‘%‘f‘fﬁ‘&mTu — +4F measures the period with no meeting.

2.7.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is Duration + ¥ + Verb + T (how long you
haven’t ...). Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RMNEETHEBRT .
wo men yi jing shi nidn méi jian le
Word guide: F&{] — we; B4 — already; 4 — ten years; % — haven’t; I, — met.

2.7.3 Read examples in context
 In the opening example, BAIE L TEB N T . : 14F measures the period with
no meeting.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

2.7.4 Know the boundary

o Compare FATULIHR T ¥/}, where the duration follows the completed talk-
ing.

e Final 7 marks the current relevance of the gap; this greeting does not promise
that the gap will continue after the reunion.



2.7.5 Use the distinction

o 4F measures the period with no meeting.

o Compare AT UL R T -1~/ where the duration follows the completed talk-
ing. Final | marks the current relevance of the gap; this greeting does not promise
that the gap will continue after the reunion.

2.7.6 Try it with help closed

Two friends have not met for ten years and are now greeting each other. Close the

examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in

English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one

detail and try again.

One possible response: HfTE 4 T4EEILT .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Compare FATULTER T Wi 1>/NBf, where the duration follows the completed
talking.

o Final T marks the current relevance of the gap; this greeting does not promise
that the gap will continue after the reunion.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

2.8 ® Time + # (not until — lateness)
2.8.1 Arrival feels late against a schedule

e You expected to be home by eight, but arrived at eleven.
o BT+—EABIFE. — A evaluates the eleven-o’clock arrival as late in this context.

2.8.2 Build the form

« The pattern in this lesson is Time + 7 (not until — lateness). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RERT—RABK.
wo zud tian shi yi didn cdi dao jia
Word guide: & — I; FEK — yesterday; +— 5 — eleven o’clock; A" — not until; |5 —

got home.

2.8.3 Read examples in context

« In the opening example, B+ —EABIZK. : 4 evaluates the eleven-o’clock arrival
as late in this context.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

2.8.4 Know the boundary
¢ The expectation is essential; eleven is not intrinsically late for every schedule.

o Time+ A often omits T in basic examples, but do not extend that tendency to a
ban on all constructions with 74~ and 7.

2.8.5 Use the distinction
o 1 evaluates the eleven-o’clock arrival as late in this context.

o The expectation is essential; eleven is not intrinsically late for every schedule.
Time+ A" often omits T in basic examples, but do not extend that tendency to a
ban on all constructions with 4 and 7.

2.8.6 Try it with help closed

You expected to be home by eight, but arrived at eleven. Close the examples. Say

a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: F&+— 5 A 5%,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The expectation is essential; eleven is not intrinsically late for every schedule.

o Time+ A often omits T in basic examples, but do not extend that tendency to
a ban on all constructions with 74~ and 7T .

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

29 ® 4 . H .. (first ..., then ...)
2.9.1 A meal has an order of actions

o Before eating, someone tells you to wash your hands.

o SEVEF, HIEM. - The instruction puts washing before eating.

2.9.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is 4¢ ... , J ... (first ..., then ...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

FUF, B
zian =i shou zai chi

Word guide: 4 — first; £ F — wash hands; , 7 — then; IZ — eat.



2.9.3 Read examples in context

o In the opening example, 55¥EF, FMEMR. : The instruction puts washing before
eating.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

2.9.4 Know the boundary
o F links the second step; it does not require a second meal.

o The sentence specifies order but not the exact delay between actions. #XJ5 can
link later steps too.

2.9.5 Use the distinction
e The instruction puts washing before eating.

o J links the second step; it does not require a second meal. The sentence specifies
order but not the exact delay between actions. #XJ5 can link later steps too.

2.9.6 Try it with help closed

Before eating, someone tells you to wash your hands. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: J¢lET, FIZI.

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Fi links the second step; it does not require a second meal.

o The sentence specifies order but not the exact delay between actions. #X)5 can
link later steps too.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

2.10 @ —3) ... —1 ... (doing two things at once)
2.10.1 Two activities overlap

e You listen to music while preparing a meal.

o B—IAMBIR, —AZFHK. — The two activities overlap in time.

2.10.2 Build the form

 The pattern in this lesson is —# ... —# ... (doing two things at once). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REE—AYE, —LBK.

wo chdng chdng yi bian xi zdo yi bian chang ge
Word guide: & — I; %% — often; —i1 — while; {4 — showering; IEHK — sing.

2.10.3 Read examples in context

e In the opening example, B—IEAIR, —HIFF K. : The two activities overlap in
time.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

2.10.4 Know the boundary
o This does not mean every small movement occurs at exactly the same instant.

o —iH%—i515 can describe overlapping reactions without claiming deliberate con-
trol over both; do not impose intention as a universal condition.

2.10.5 Use the distinction
o The two activities overlap in time.

o This does not mean every small movement occurs at exactly the same instant. —
NE—i15 can describe overlapping reactions without claiming deliberate control
over both; do not impose intention as a universal condition.

2.10.6 Try it with help closed
You listen to music while preparing a meal. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: FH—ik, —HFE %K.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This does not mean every small movement occurs at exactly the same instant.
o —II%E—i158 can describe overlapping reactions without claiming deliberate

control over both; do not impose intention as a universal condition.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

2.11 ® & (always — a complaint)
2.11.1 A complaint names a recurring interruption

o A friend keeps interrupting you during conversations.
o WELERITHIFR? — %) presents the repeated interruption with frustration.

2.11.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is &R (always — a complaint). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.



¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

WELZRRT?
ni zén me ldo shi chi dao
Word guide: R — you; /E4 — why; Z& — always; iIR%] — late.

2.11.3 Read examples in context
« In the opening example, #REAZRBITHIIR? : ZJZ presents the repeated inter-
ruption with frustration.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

2.11.4 Know the boundary

o ZJ2 often occurs in complaints but is not forbidden with positive predicates: Aifs
HZR2HEF can express appreciation in context.

o i J& can also be used critically.

2.11.5 Use the distinction
o &% presents the repeated interruption with frustration.

o Z & often occurs in complaints but is not forbidden with positive predicates: Aifs
F 2K can express appreciation in context. 42 can also be used critically.

2.11.6 Try it with help closed

A friend keeps interrupting you during conversations. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: {RE4ZZFTHI?

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Z2 often occurs in complaints but is not forbidden with positive predicates: il
#2453, can express appreciation in context.

o M2 can also be used critically.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

2.12 ® 7} 4 Number (only — a small amount)
2.12.1 A fare seems surprisingly small
e You expected a ticket to cost more than twenty yuan.

o XHKE A"+, — 4 presents the price as only twenty yuan against that expec-
tation.

2.12.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is 4~ + Number (only — a small amount). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

A —+2?

ni cdi eér shi sui

Word guide: { — you; 4 — only; —.+%' — twenty.

2.12.3 Read examples in context

 In the opening example, XJKZEA —+H, : 74 presents the price as only twenty
yuan against that expectation.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

2.12.4 Know the boundary
e The price is a small amount from the speaker’s viewpoint.

o " FHAWE instead means only twenty yuan is sufficient; word position and pred-
icate change the scope.

2.12.5 Use the distinction
o 1 presents the price as only twenty yuan against that expectation.

o The price is a small amount from the speaker’s viewpoint. —. 34 instead
means only twenty yuan is sufficient; word position and predicate change the scope.

2.12.6 Try it with help closed

You expected a ticket to cost more than twenty yuan. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: XjKZ A4 —|He,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The price is a small amount from the speaker’s viewpoint.

o T+ H AW instead means only twenty yuan is sufficient; word position and
predicate change the scope.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.



3 Adverbs with Adjectives

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

3.1 B x4 / #A + Adjective (so ...)
3.1.1 A coat’s price surprises a buyer

e You look at a coat’s price and find it much higher than expected.
o XEXRIREAXAR? — The buyer reacts to the surprisingly high price.

3.1.2 Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is X4 / BPA + Adjective (so ...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

SREBAXALE?
jin tian zén me zhé me léng
Word guide: 4K — today; /E4 — how come; X4 — so; ¥& — cold.

3.1.3 Read examples in context

PRI 2 88, —EfBIE3).

ni na me cong ming yi ding néng cai dao

Word guide: & — you; H4 — so; A — clever; ,
guess it.

« In the opening example, XAKIREAXL2H? : The buyer reacts to the surpris-
ingly high price.

—%E — surely; BE — can; 53| -

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

3.1.4 Know the boundary
e X2 often points to a degree currently in focus.

o ARA can refer to a degree already mentioned; the distinction is not a literal distance
measurement for every use.

3.1.5 Use the distinction
e The buyer reacts to the surprisingly high price.

e X often points to a degree currently in focus. A4 can refer to a degree already
mentioned; the distinction is not a literal distance measurement for every use.

3.1.6 Try it with help closed

You look at a coat’s price and find it much higher than expected. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: XK R/E AKX AH?

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e X4 often points to a degree currently in focus.

o AR 4 can refer to a degree already mentioned; the distinction is not a literal

distance measurement for every use.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

3.2 8 A B /M B—# (the same as)
3.2.1 Compare the size of two homes

¢ Two homes have the same size, but their colours and locations differ.
o MREBHRE—FEK. — The comparison asserts equality of size.

3.2.2 Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is A B / 1 B —#E (the same as). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BWHRBRE K.
ni jia gen wo jia yi yang da
Word guide: /RZ — your home; ff — as; F&Z — my home; —Ff — the same; K — big.

3.2.3 Read examples in context

RS _EEA—FE.

Bei jing de tian qi hé Shang hdi bu yi yang

Word guide: JtE — Beijing; K<, — weather; fil — and; ¥ — Shanghai; A — not; —

¢ — the same.

« In the opening example, /RFEBRFE—HFEK . : The comparison asserts equality of
size.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.



3.2.4 Know the boundary

o —#F£K names the compared property.
e It does not claim that the homes are identical in every feature. £ and F both
work in this comparison.

3.2.5 Use the distinction
¢ The comparison asserts equality of size.

o —#F£ K names the compared property. It does not claim that the homes are identical
in every feature. R and F{l both work in this comparison.

3.2.6 Try it with help closed

Two homes have the same size, but their colours and locations differ. Close the

examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in

English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one

detail and try again.

One possible response: /RFEIRILFE—FEK.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o —#F K names the compared property.

o It does not claim that the homes are identical in every feature. 8 and F1 both
work in this comparison.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

3.3 8 Y ... X .. (both ... and ...)
3.3.1 A product has a benefit and a drawback

e A phone is expensive, but useful and attractive.
o XEFHNTEXIFH. — The speaker combines two qualities of the same phone.

3.3.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is X ... X ... (both ... and ...). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XABFNARNFE.

zhé ge fang zi you da you lidng

Word guide: X~ — this; j# T — house; X — both; X — big; ¥ — and; %% — bright.

3.3.3 Read examples in context

3 2L FRY AT 3Lt SUHE S

zhé i de ka fei you gui you ndn he

Word guide: X H — here; IIME — coffee; X — both; ¥ — expensive; ¥ — and; Ml —

bad-tasting.

 In the opening example, XEPFHLX T XIFH . : The speaker combines two qual-
ities of the same phone.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

3.3.4 Know the boundary

e M .. X .. often groups similarly valued qualities, but mixed evaluations such as
N5 XU H are possible.

o It can also link actions, as in XI5 ¥ #k; use —i1 .. —i1 .. when ongoing simul-
taneity is the focus.

3.3.5 Use the distinction
e The speaker combines two qualities of the same phone.

e ¥ .. X .. often groups similarly valued qualities, but mixed evaluations such as
N XU are possible. It can also link actions, as in X 1 X #k; use —31 .. —i1
.. when ongoing simultaneity is the focus.

3.3.6 Try it with help closed

A phone is expensive, but useful and attractive. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. FExplain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: XL 5t I .
e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o M .. X .. often groups similarly valued qualities, but mixed evaluations such as
e NI are possible.
o It can also link actions, as in X ME X Bk; use —i1 .. —i1 ..
simultaneity is the focus.

when ongoing

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

3.4 ® Subject + K& + Adjective (fairly, rather)
3.4.1 Choose a relatively easy question

e Compared with the other questions, this one seems fairly easy.
o XMEBRME. — I gives a relative or qualified evaluation of simplicity.



3.4.2 Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is Subject + H# + Adjective (fairly, rather).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XA R B
zhé ge wen ti bi jiao jidn dan
Word guide: X~ — this; [i]# — question; & — fairly; faj B4 — simple.

3.4.3 Read examples in context

RIBE R HER .

wo bt jiao xi huan zuo di tié

Word guide: & — I; H# — rather; K — prefer; Ak — taking; #i4k — the subway.

« In the opening example, XA EBHR R B, : L& gives a relative or qualified
evaluation of simplicity.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

3.4.4 Know the boundary
o # can imply a comparison without naming its standard.

o 1R with an adjective can simply make a natural predicate, not always a strong very;
do not build a fixed intensity ranking from the English translations.

3.4.5 Use the distinction
o [ gives a relative or qualified evaluation of simplicity.

o H# can imply a comparison without naming its standard. fR with an adjective
can simply make a natural predicate, not always a strong very; do not build a fixed
intensity ranking from the English translations.

3.4.6 Try it with help closed

Compared with the other questions, this one seems fairly easy. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: %~ HL 4 fa B

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o H# can imply a comparison without naming its standard.

o R with an adjective can simply make a natural predicate, not always a strong
very; do not build a fixed intensity ranking from the English translations.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

3.5 ® £ + Adjective + ! (how ...!)
3.5.1 Admire a friend’s skill

e A child solves a difficult puzzle quickly and you praise the achievement.

o MRz L2 HE B !

measurement.

— ZHHHHI expresses admiration rather than asking for a

3.5.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is & + Adjective + ! (how ...!). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

PRt L W B !

ni ni ér duo cong ming a
Word guide: & — your; % JLL — daughter; £ — how; BB — clever.

3.5.3 Read examples in context

— I AEHF!

yi ge rén duo hdo

Word guide: —/~ A — on your own; £ — how; ¥} — nice.

o In the opening example, #RZz JLZZEEBAM ! : ZHHHANT expresses admiration rather
than asking for a measurement.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.



3.5.4 Know the boundary
e I is common in this exclamation, not compulsory in every exclamatory use of .
o ZUf! is possible. Compare k2 K? , which genuinely asks about age.

3.5.5 Use the distinction
o ZHHPAMT expresses admiration rather than asking for a measurement.

o I is common in this exclamation, not compulsory in every exclamatory use of .
Z14f! is possible. Compare /i K? , which genuinely asks about age.

3.5.6 Try it with help closed

A child solves a difficult puzzle quickly and you praise the achievement. Close the

examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in

English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one

detail and try again.

One possible response: % )22 BEAH] !

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o I is common in this exclamation, not compulsory in every exclamatory use of
%.

o ZUf! is possible. Compare #RZ K? , which genuinely asks about age.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

3.6 B Adjective + B + Noun (describing a noun)
3.6.1 Ask for the cold drink

e Two drinks are available, one cold and one hot.

o RELBHI. — A1 selects the cold one from the understood drinks.

3.6.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is Adjective + HJ + Noun (describing a noun).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

FoREBIL
pido liang de ni hdir
Word guide: {2 — beautiful; Z#% L — girl.

3.6.3 Read examples in context

FREISHIE R ?

ni ydo léng de hdi shi re de

Word guide: {f& — you; 3 — want; & — cold; if & — or; # — hot.

o In the opening example, FELH] . : {21 selects the cold one from the understood
drinks.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

3.6.4 Know the boundary
o The understood noun can be omitted after [.

 Descriptive modifiers often use f], but established compounds such as % i) {5
or /K H show that syllable count alone does not impose an absolute rule.

3.6.5 Use the distinction
o &1 selects the cold one from the understood drinks.

o The understood noun can be omitted after . Descriptive modifiers often use fY,
but established compounds such as B2 [[] i or Frfif /K R show that syllable count
alone does not impose an absolute rule.

3.6.6 Try it with help closed

Two drinks are available, one cold and one hot. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: F°ZR 1,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The understood noun can be omitted after f].

o Descriptive modifiers often use [, but established compounds such as F % [i] i
or Fff/KH show that syllable count alone does not impose an absolute rule.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.



4 Conjunctions

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

4.1 ® A 53 B (or — in statements)
4.1.1 A statement offers two acceptable drinks

¢ You say either tea or coffee is acceptable.

o ZRELEIMMEERAT. — B presents alternatives in a statement.

4.1.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is A B B (or — in statements). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RIEFREEWIHE
wo hé chd huo zhé ka fei
Word guide: & — I; iy — drink; 45 — tea; 5{3# — or; I — coffee.

4.1.3 Read examples in context
« In the opening example, ZxBH MIMERRSFT. : 5{# presents alternatives in a state-

ment.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

4.1.4 Know the boundary
 For a direct alternative question use iA2: VRIEZIASIMME? .

o A yes-or-no question can contain B{#, as in Z5E(F MIHEER AT PANL? ; questions are
not all the same type.

4.1.5 Use the distinction
o 1{F presents alternatives in a statement.

« For a direct alternative question use f42&: /RSB ZMIMNE? . A yes-or-no question
can contain {3, as in ZXFH MIMEER ] AN ? : questions are not all the same type.

4.1.6 Try it with help closed

You say either tea or coffee is acceptable. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: Z5a{# MIMEER T -
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

« For a direct alternative question use ifii&: VRIEGZSIBZMIME? .

o A yes-or-no question can contain {3, as in Z5E{EMIMEEL AT PAIL? ; questions
are not all the same type.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

4.2 B B4 ... (then / in that case)
4.2.1 A reply follows a new piece of information

o A friend says everything is ready, so you suggest leaving.
o BABMNIEM. - JF4 introduces a response based on what was just said.

4.2.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is B4 .. (then / in that case). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

FRABRMTAEN.

na me wo men zou ba
Word guide: HB4 — then; AT — we; & - £0.
4.2.3 Read examples in context

« In the opening example, FFARFIFEM. : FF4 introduces a response based on
what was just said.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

4.2.4 Know the boundary

« This use means in that case, not degree as in A4 5.

o It does not itself indicate an exact future time; IRFATEIE is a common shorter
reply.



4.2.5 Use the distinction
o R4 introduces a response based on what was just said.

« This use means in that case, not degree as in A 5. It does not itself indicate an
exact future time; ABFR(TEN is a common shorter reply.

4.2.6 Try it with help closed

A friend says everything is ready, so you suggest leaving. Close the examples. Say

a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: A2 FATEN.

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This use means in that case, not degree as in A4 5.

o It does not itself indicate an exact future time; AFFATEN is a common shorter
reply.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

4.3 ® ] + Person + Verb (with someone)

4.3.1 A conversation has a partner

¢ You talk with a friend rather than talk only about the friend.
o BRBIAMIK. - IRAAXK identifies the conversation partner.

4.3.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is R + Person + Verb (with someone). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REBAAWIR .

wo gen péng you lido tian

Word guide: & — I; R — with; il & — friends; HjI-K — chat.

4.3.3 Read examples in context
« In the opening example, REBIAKIIK., : IR/ identifies the conversation part-
ner.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

4.3.4 Know the boundary
o XTHIAMTES means a topic about friends.
o P} in this use can often be replaced by FI; another §§ in FRZFHfh7E means follow

him, a different construction.

4.3.5 Use the distinction
o PR identifies the conversation partner.

o KTAIAMTES means a topic about friends. § in this use can often be replaced
by #l; another §§ in JRZFMLE means follow him, a different construction.

4.3.6 Try it with help closed

You talk with a friend rather than talk only about the friend. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: FR A& BIK .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o XTFHAHITES means a topic about friends.

o PR in this use can often be replaced by FI; another ff in JRZ i means follow

him, a different construction.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

4.4 % A ;FR B? (or — in questions)
4.4.1 A direct choice question asks for an option

¢ You ask a guest which of two drinks they prefer.
o YRIBZEARRIMME? — 3£ 2 connects the alternatives the guest should choose between.

4.4.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is A & B? (or — in questions). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

PRIBFE TR
ni he chd hai shi ka fei
Word guide: {& — you; Mg — drink; &5 — tea; if42& — or; MIHE — coffee.



4.4.3 Read examples in context
o In the opening example, RIBFBEMME? : A2 connects the alternatives the
guest should choose between.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

4.4.4 Know the boundary
o This is an alternative question, so no final "% is needed in the basic frame.

o 2 also means still or had better in other uses; punctuation alone cannot deter-
mine every meaning.

4.4.5 Use the distinction
e ifJE connects the alternatives the guest should choose between.

» This is an alternative question, so no final '% is needed in the basic frame. 2
also means still or had better in other uses; punctuation alone cannot determine
every meaning.

4.4.6 Try it with help closed

You ask a guest which of two drinks they prefer. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: {RMEZ5A 2 MIMHE?

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This is an alternative question, so no final 1% is needed in the basic frame.

o i~ also means still or had better in other uses; punctuation alone cannot

determine every meaning.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

5 Nouns

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

5.1 ® Time / Verb + PAHj (before ...)
5.1.1 A deadline comes before a named time

¢ You ask a friend to return before three o’clock.

o =EPAEIPISE. — The return should happen before the stated three-o’clock bound-
ary.

5.1.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is Time / Verb + PAR] (before ...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

=R PARTEIR.
san didan yi qidn hui ldi
Word guide: = i — three o’clock; PAH] — before; [0]3€ — come back.

5.1.3 Read examples in context

FEEBE AT IR T

shui jido yi qidn shua yd

Word guide: [E4 — sleep; PAH] — before; il ZF* — brush teeth.

« In the opening example, = FPABTEIK. : The return should happen before the
stated three-o’clock boundary.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

5.1.4 Know the boundary
o DA follows its reference time or action.

o W PABETH]ZF places brushing before sleeping, not after it; separate a deadline
from a duration.

5.1.5 Use the distinction
e The return should happen before the stated three-o’clock boundary.

o DAHI follows its reference time or action. M4 DA HII 7 places brushing before
sleeping, not after it; separate a deadline from a duration.



5.1.6 Try it with help closed
You ask a friend to return before three o’clock. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: = f DA R .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o PLH] follows its reference time or action.

o [EE PAHI R 2 places brushing before sleeping, not after it; separate a deadline

from a duration.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

5.2 ® DJHI, .. (in the past, ...)
5.2.1 An earlier home differs from a current one

e You explain that you used to live in Beijing but now live elsewhere.

o DAHIRRAEAEILR. — DART introduces an earlier period of residence.

5.2.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is DARY, ... (in the past, ...). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

PART, BAFEILI.

yi qidn wo zhu zai Béi jing

Word guide: PAHJ — in the past; 3 — I; { — live; #E — in; JbJ¢ — Beijing.

5.2.3 Read examples in context

« In the opening example, PABJFRAEFEILEL. : PAHI introduces an earlier period of
residence.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

5.2.4 Know the boundary
¢ The current contrast comes from context.

¢ The sentence alone need not tell us the exact dates or all later homes. Compare
= 5 PAHI, where DAHT follows a specific reference point.

—JNN

5.2.5 Use the distinction

o PAH introduces an earlier period of residence.

e The current contrast comes from context. The sentence alone need not tell us the
exact dates or all later homes. Compare = fPAH], where PAH] follows a specific
reference point.

5.2.6 Try it with help closed
You explain that you used to live in Beijing but now live elsewhere. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: PARTFATFZEIL T,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The current contrast comes from context.

e The sentence alone need not tell us the exact dates or all later homes. Compare

= &S PAFI, where PAHT follows a specific reference point.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

5.3 ® FIf (a moment ago)
5.3.1 A friend asks you to repeat the earlier news

¢ You did not hear a friend’s last sentence clearly.

o WA VATFAT — WA asks about speech in the recent past.

5.3.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is FJ4 (a moment ago). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

R Ak T

gang cdi ta ldi le

Word guide: W7 — a moment ago; fifi — he; 3} — come.

5.3.3 Read examples in context

R BEH-27

ni gang cdi shuo shén me

Word guide: {& — you; K|4 — a moment ago; ¥t — say; ff~4 — what.

« In the opening example, 4RRIABEFH27? : KiA asks about speech in the recent
past.



¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

5.3.4 Know the boundary

o N4 is a time expression: WA fFZEIX JL and BRI A 73X )L both work.
o It can describe a state or a negated action, as in M| A V&WtIl; T is not compulsory.

5.3.5 Use the distinction
o N4 asks about speech in the recent past.

e WA is a time expression: W] A fAEiX JL and /B N] 4 ¥E3xX JL both work. It can
describe a state or a negated action, as in R AW IL; T is not compulsory.

5.3.6 Try it with help closed

You did not hear a friend’s last sentence clearly. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: {RRIA A4

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o WIA is a time expression: WA AEX L and K] A 7EX JL both work.

o It can describe a state or a negated action, as in NI AW I; T is not compul-

Sory.
e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

5.4 ® Time / Verb + B} (when ...)
5.4.1 Attach an event to a time

¢ You reached a friend’s home when the friend was out.
o BORB}, MAFE. — I} ties the absence to the time of your arrival.

5.4.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is Time / Verb + B} (when ...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

FORES, HAFE.
wd Ui shi ta bi zdi

Word guide: & — I; 2 — come; i} — when; s — he; AN — not; #F — be in.

5.4.3 Read examples in context

o In the opening example, FH}, MAFE. : B ties the absence to the time of your
arrival.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

5.4.4 Know the boundary
o [} is a shorter, often more formal version of .

o It can also occur in a future instruction, as in {RFEH}451FFK; it does not itself
supply past tense.

5.4.5 Use the distinction
o i ties the absence to the time of your arrival.

o [} is a shorter, often more formal version of BJHf{z. It can also occur in a future
instruction, as in fREHT451FF; it does not itself supply past tense.

5.4.6 Try it with help closed

You reached a friend’s home when the friend was out. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: M}, fiATE.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

« [} is a shorter, often more formal version of F¥JH}{E.

« It can also occur in a future instruction, as in REHF45FF%; it does not itself

supply past tense.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

5.5 B PIJ5 (after / in the future)
5.5.1 Class ends before the trip home

¢ You plan to go home after class.
o« THRBPEIZK. - Class ending is the reference point before going home.

5.5.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is PAJ§ (after / in the future). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

WG, RELEN.



yi hou wo zidng dang ldo shi
Word guide: PAJ5 — in the future; F& — I; #H — want; 24 — be; ZIifi — teacher.

5.5.3 Read examples in context

TRAEEZR.

xia ke yi hou hui jia

Word guide: Fifft — finish class; PAJi5 — after; [A(]% — go home.

o In the opening example, FHEPAJGHZK. : Class ending is the reference point before
going home.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

5.5.4 Know the boundary
o DAJ5 may relate two past events too: EENVPANG, Tk T B

o Alone, PAJ5 often means in the future; after a reference event it means after that
event.

5.5.5 Use the distinction
o Class ending is the reference point before going home.

o PLJ5 may relate two past events too: FEMPAJG, FE T L. Alone, PAJT often

means in the future; after a reference event it means after that event.

5.5.6 Try it with help closed

You plan to go home after class. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: FifPAJGHIZ.
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

. NG may relate two past events too: Eféjky\}a, FET i

o Alone, PAJ5 often means in the future; after a reference event it means after that
event.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

5.6 ® ., J5% .. (afterwards / later — past)
5.6.1 A past story has a later turn

¢ You tell someone that you visited Beijing and later visited Shanghai.

o e Tdb, BRET E¥E. — 53k links the later part of the past story to the

earlier visit.

5.6.2 Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is ... , J§¥ ... (afterwards / later — past). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REETIR, BFRET LE.

wo zian qu le Béi jing hou ldi qu le Shang hdi

Word guide: & — I; 4¢ — first; % — go; JbL 5L — Beijing; 53 — later; & — go; i —
Shanghai.

5.6.3 Read examples in context
o In the opening example, X TIH, FERET EM. : J53€ links the later part
of the past story to the earlier visit.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

5.6.4 Know the boundary
o For a future plan prefer #kJ5 or PAJ5.

 Later does not require immediate succession; J53 can cover a gap whose length
the sentence leaves unspecified.

5.6.5 Use the distinction
o J5% links the later part of the past story to the earlier visit.

« For a future plan prefer X )5 or PAJ5. Later does not require immediate succession;
JG ¥ can cover a gap whose length the sentence leaves unspecified.

5.6.6 Try it with help closed

You tell someone that you visited Beijing and later visited Shanghai. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: ¢ TA6H, ERET L.

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o For a future plan prefer #XJi5 or PAJ5.

« Later does not require immediate succession; )5 can cover a gap whose length
the sentence leaves unspecified.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.




6 Numbers

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

6.1 ® Approximating with sequential numbers
6.1.1 An estimate differs from a sum

¢ You did not count the visitors exactly but saw roughly five or six.
o RTHEANMA. — Tir/s estimates about five or six people.

6.1.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Approximating with sequential numbers. Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RTHANA.
lai le wu liv ge rén
Word guide: >k — come; FL7\ — five or six; 4~ — (measure word); A — people.

6.1.3 Read examples in context

XILE+ILAEH.

zhér you shi ji ben shu

Word guide: iX JLi — here; H — have; 1 JL — ten-something; 7% — (measure word); 43
— book.

o In the opening example, 3 THAIA. : F./\ estimates about five or six people.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

6.1.4 Know the boundary
o Adjacent-number estimates are not addition: F.75 is not eleven.

e The common estimate P =~ uses . Learn established forms instead of concate-
nating any pair of numerals.

6.1.5 Use the distinction

o L7 estimates about five or six people.

o Adjacent-number estimates are not addition: Fi75 is not eleven. The common
estimate = uses . Learn established forms instead of concatenating any
pair of numerals.

6.1.6 Try it with help closed

You did not count the visitors exactly but saw roughly five or six. Close the exam-

ples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English

what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail

and try again.

One possible response: 3 T 751 A

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Adjacent-number estimates are not addition: fi/N is not eleven.

e The common estimate = uses . Learn established forms instead of con-
catenating any pair of numerals.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

6.2 ® Big numbers: Jj / fZ
6.2.1 Convert a large population by groups of four digits

e A city has ten million residents in this invented example.

o MR AE —THAA. — —TJH equals 1,000 groups of 10,000, or 10,000,000.

6.2.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Big numbers: Jj / 4Z. Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XAMRTA—TH A

zhé ge chéng shi you yi qian wan rén

Word guide: X — this; 4~ — (measure word); ¥KTi — city; A — have; —TJ5 — ten
million; A — people.

6.2.3 Read examples in context
 In the opening example, AT A —TFT HFA. : —TJ equals 1,000 groups of
10,000, or 10,000,000.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

6.2.4 Know the boundary
e Jiis 10,000 and 42 is 100,000,000.

o —HJ is 1,000,000; read the multiplier and unit together instead of importing
English three-digit grouping.



6.2.5 Use the distinction
e —FJ7 equals 1,000 groups of 10,000, or 10,000,000.

e Ji is 10,000 and 4Z is 100,000,000. —HJ7 is 1,000,000; read the multiplier and
unit together instead of importing English three-digit grouping.

6.2.6 Try it with help closed

A city has ten million residents in this invented example. Close the examples. Say

a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: X/MKTTA—T H A

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e Jj is 10,000 and 4Z is 100,000,000.

e —HJj is 1,000,000; read the multiplier and unit together instead of importing
English three-digit grouping.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

6.3 ® Times to the minute (X ... 4)
6.3.1 A meeting starts halfway through the hour
o A meeting begins at 2:30 rather than lasting for half an hour.

o &WHEEFIE. — Pis2E names the clock time 2:30.

6.3.2 Build the form

« The pattern in this lesson is Times to the minute (g ... 4%). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RE=ZRTEL

xian zai san didn shi wiu fen

Word guide: I7E — now; =5 — three o’clock; + 14} — fifteen minutes.

6.3.3 Read examples in context

« In the opening example, 2P E2EFFEE. Wi L2 names the clock time 2:30.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

6.3.4 Know the boundary
o £ after f5 means half past the hour.

o A/} is a duration of thirty minutes; = 5+ F.43 is 3:15. Do not confuse a
clock time with elapsed time.

6.3.5 Use the distinction
o A E2F names the clock time 2:30.
o 2} after /5 means half past the hour. 2~/ is a duration of thirty minutes; =

NN

wi - F4) is 3:15. Do not confuse a clock time with elapsed time.

DN

6.3.6 Try it with help closed

A meeting begins at 2:30 rather than lasting for half an hour. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: 21 S2EFFG .

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o £ after B means half past the hour.

o KA/ is a duration of thirty minutes; = &+ .4 is 3:15. Do not confuse a
clock time with elapsed time.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

6.4 ® Telling the hour (Number + )
6.4.1 Read the hour in a natural spoken form

¢ You tell a friend that class finishes at three o’clock.
o ZHETH#R. — = gives the clock hour, not the duration of class.

6.4.2 Build the form

 The pattern in this lesson is Telling the hour (Number + g). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

R=ER TR

wo san didn xid ké

Word guide: F& — I; =4 — three o’clock; it — finish class.



6.4.3 Read examples in context

B R -

xian zat lidng didn

Word guide: FfF — now; P& — two o’clock.

 In the opening example, =X F R, : =i gives the clock hour, not the duration
of class.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

6.4.4 Know the boundary

o Use 5 as the usual spoken form for two o’clock and = 54} as a full form for
three.

e Numbers read as digits in codes are a different task from ordinary clock speech.

6.4.5 Use the distinction
o =5 gives the clock hour, not the duration of class.

o Use 5 as the usual spoken form for two o’clock and = 4} as a full form for
three. Numbers read as digits in codes are a different task from ordinary clock

speech.

6.4.6 Try it with help closed

You tell a friend that class finishes at three o’clock. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: =5 i,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Use W5 as the usual spoken form for two o’clock and = 54} as a full form for
three.

o Numbers read as digits in codes are a different task from ordinary clock speech.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

7 Particles

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

7.1 ® Verb + ¥ (ongoing state)

7.1.1 A door remains in a state

e You describe a door that is standing open, without saying who opened it.
o ['TJFE. — ¥ presents the continuing open state.

7.1.2 Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is Verb + % (ongoing state). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

1A
meén kai zhe
Word guide: [] — door; Jf — open; 5 — (state).

7.1.3 Read examples in context

(R g o

ta zuo zhe kan shu
Word guide: i — he; A — sit; F — (state); B — read.
« In the opening example, [ JFFE. : #& presents the continuing open state.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

7.1.4 Know the boundary
o Compare B 1IFEZEFF[], which focuses on the opening action.

o # is not restricted to still positions: %% 1) describes speaking while smiling.
Its neutral-tone reading zhe differs from HEZ ] zhdo.

7.1.5 Use the distinction
e 3 presents the continuing open state.
o Compare . IEFETF], which focuses on the opening action. 5 is not restricted to

still positions: {4 describes speaking while smiling. Its neutral-tone reading
zhe differs from BEZ 1Y zhdo.



7.1.6 Try it with help closed

You describe a door that is standing open, without saying who opened it. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: [ % .

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Compare fB1FEZEIFI], which focuses on the opening action.

o # is not restricted to still positions: % i describes speaking while smiling.

Its neutral-tone reading zhe differs from HEZ ) zhdo.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

7.2 ® Sentence-final T (change of state)

7.2.1 Hunger becomes a new situation

¢ You were not hungry before, but now want food.

o BIMRT. — Final T marks hunger as a new relevant state.

7.2.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Sentence-final | (change of state). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

‘—FWTD
xid yu le
Word guide: "Ny — rain.

7.2.3 Read examples in context

RIRT

wo € le

Word guide: F — I; if% — hungry.

« In the opening example, IR T . : Final T marks hunger as a new relevant state.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

7.2.4 Know the boundary
e This T does not mean finished being hungry.

o Verb-7T marks perfective aspect in other uses; do not translate every | as a past-
tense or completed-action ending.

7.2.5 Use the distinction
e Final T marks hunger as a new relevant state.

o This T does not mean finished being hungry. Verb-T marks perfective aspect in
other uses; do not translate every | as a past-tense or completed-action ending.

7.2.6 Try it with help closed

You were not hungry before, but now want food. Close the examples. Say a Man-
darin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: Fifk 7T .

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e This T does not mean finished being hungry.

o Verb-| marks perfective aspect in other uses; do not translate every | as a
past-tense or completed-action ending.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

7.3 ® Questions with g (and you? / where?)
7.3.1 A short follow-up relies on context

o A friend says where they live and then asks about you.
o AL, HRIB? — {RIE asks where you live, borrowing the topic from the

preceding clause.

7.3.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is Questions with g (and you? / where?). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

R, HRIE?

wo hén hdo ni ne

Word guide: & — I; R4 — fine; {i — you.

7.3.3 Read examples in context
REIGIRENE?
wo de yao shi ne
Word guide: F& — my; £ — keys.
o In the opening example, F4EFE_E¥E, #RUE? : /RIE asks where you live, borrowing
the topic from the preceding clause.
o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.



7.3.4 Know the boundary
o The same YR can ask about your health after FAR #f.

o FRAYEHRLIR can ask where the keys are. The noun and g do not determine the
full question without context.

7.3.5 Use the distinction
o YRIWE asks where you live, borrowing the topic from the preceding clause.

o The same #RIg can ask about your health after FAR . FAJEHLNE can ask where
the keys are. The noun and g do not determine the full question without context.

7.3.6 Try it with help closed

A friend says where they live and then asks about you. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: FA7E g, RIE?

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The same RIJg can ask about your health after F R 4.

o FRAUEHLIR can ask where the keys are. The noun and lJg do not determine the
full question without context.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

7.4 8 /48 / H (the three “de”)
7.4.1 One pronunciation fills three different roles

¢ You describe a careful student’s careful reading.

o NERFENEHFES, BEHEERE. — 1) modifies 2#4:; #i marks the manner

of #£; 5 introduces the quality of reading.

7.4.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is i) / § / # (the three “de”). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

R,

wo de shu

Word guide: F, — my; #J — (’s); 45 — book.

7.4.3 Read examples in context

b AR

ta pao de hén kuai

Word guide: i — he; ¥ — run; 15 — (degree); {2 — very; ¢ — fast.

 In the opening example, IN\ERZAENEREEE, #EBHEEE. 1Y modifies 2%
A=: #i marks the manner of {5%; 158 introduces the quality of reading.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

7.4.4 Know the boundary

o Find the grammatical role rather than relying only on the next character.

o UL ZSLHE contains [ before &£, because [ closes a noun-like phrase; the
simple before-noun rule is a beginner guide.

7.4.5 Use the distinction

o [ modifies 24 ; #fi marks the manner of 352; 15 introduces the quality of reading.

o Find the grammatical role rather than relying only on the next character. FXii
M2 5L contains [ before 52, because H{ closes a noun-like phrase; the simple
before-noun rule is a beginner guide.

7.4.6 Try it with help closed

You describe a careful student’s careful reading. Close the examples. Say a Man-

darin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: IANEN2EENEHFES, BAHRIERE.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

¢ Find the grammatical role rather than relying only on the next character.

o FRVLHESLTE contains [ before J&, because [1) closes a noun-like phrase; the
simple before-noun rule is a beginner guide.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.



8 Prepositions

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

8.1 ® XF 4 Topic (about / regarding)
8.1.1 A topic phrase can describe a book

e You identify a book whose subject is Chinese history.

o XR—FXTFHEEERHE. — XTHEPH describes what the book is about.

8.1.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is &F + Topic (about / regarding). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

KT, RAHE.

gquan yu zhé jian shi wo bu zhi dao

Word guide: 7F — about; iX — this; {4 — (measure word); & — matter; F&
not; HIiE — know.

LR -

8.1.3 Read examples in context
 In the opening example, IXE—ARXTFTHEFHRHF. : < THEFH describes
what the book is about.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

8.1.4 Know the boundary
e XF can introduce a sentence topic or appear inside a noun modifier with F.

o It is not restricted to sentence-initial position. Identify the noun or clause whose
topic it supplies.

8.1.5 Use the distinction
o XTHEJ ¥ describes what the book is about.

e XF can introduce a sentence topic or appear inside a noun modifier with . It is
not restricted to sentence-initial position. Identify the noun or clause whose topic
it supplies.

8.1.6 Try it with help closed

You identify a book whose subject is Chinese history. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: X &—7< T H[EHF 145,

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e xF can introduce a sentence topic or appear inside a noun modifier with FY.

o It is not restricted to sentence-initial position. Identify the noun or clause whose
topic it supplies.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

8.2 m HYF ..., ... F .. (all the way until)
8.2.1 A late understanding begins at a boundary

e An explanation becomes clear to you only now.

- HIBAE, BABHH. — HF gives the boundary and 7 emphasises that under-

standing did not occur earlier.

8.2.2 Build the form

« The pattern in this lesson is B3| ... , ... 4 ... (all the way until). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HIFHE, BAHE.
zhi ddo zian zdi wo cdi ming bai

Word guide: H %] — until; LFE — now; F& — I; 4 — only then; [ — understand.

8.2.3 Read examples in context

« In the opening example, EB|PFE, BABIH. : EHF| gives the boundary and A

emphasises that understanding did not occur earlier.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

8.2.4 Know the boundary
o H%| can also mark a continuing action’s endpoint without 7 /1 —E 23|+ .
e Avoid adding 4" mechanically when there is no delayed onset to emphasise.



8.2.5 Use the distinction
o H % gives the boundary and 7 emphasises that understanding did not occur
earlier.

e HF| can also mark a continuing action’s endpoint without #4: ] —H% 3|1
. Avoid adding 4 mechanically when there is no delayed onset to emphasise.

8.2.6 Try it with help closed

An explanation becomes clear to you only now. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: HF|FE, FTAHH.

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e H%| can also mark a continuing action’s endpoint without A F{1—HEH % 2|1
H

N

e Avoid adding 4" mechanically when there is no delayed onset to emphasise.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

8.3 ® g 4+ Direction / Person + Verb (towards)
8.3.1 An apology has a recipient

¢ You apologise to a friend rather than travel toward the friend.

o B RK. — [fth identifies the person to whom the apology is directed.

8.3.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is Jai] 4+ Direction / Person + Verb (towards).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

MIZEH%

xiang zud zhudn

Word guide: [r] — towards; Z& — left; % — turn.

8.3.3 Read examples in context

R fbE

wo men xidng ta tué xi

Word guide: A — we; [a] — towards; ftfi — him; 2%#>] — learn.

« In the opening example, FR [ fbE K. : [ 1th identifies the person to whom the
apology is directed.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

8.3.4 Know the boundary
o [a] works with physical directions and abstract targets.

o [afth2=>] names a model to learn from; it does not mean physically walking toward
him.

8.3.5 Use the distinction
o [a]fth identifies the person to whom the apology is directed.

o [a] works with physical directions and abstract targets. [ajfi=#>] names a model
to learn from; it does not mean physically walking toward him.

8.3.6 Try it with help closed
You apologise to a friend rather than travel toward the friend. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: T[] fiLiEHK.

¢ My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

 [n] works with physical directions and abstract targets.

o [afh2¥~>) names a model to learn from; it does not mean physically walking

toward him.
o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.




9 Verbs

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

9.1 ® FEk (looks / seems)
9.1.1 An attractive dish has not been tasted

¢ You judge a dish from its appearance before trying it.
o ENEFERMIFHz. — The speaker offers an impression from appearance.

9.1.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Hf#EH¥ (looks / seems). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

TEEERMBE.
ta kan qi ldi hen léi
Word guide: fi — he; FHiHH — looks; f — very; B — tired.

9.1.3 Read examples in context

XN EERRBIFE.

zhé ge cai kan qi ldi hén hdo chi

Word guide: X — this; /> — (measure word); 3¢ — dish; FHif K — looks; 1R — very; ¥

M7 — delicious.

« In the opening example, XA SEFBRFEMBEFNZ . : The speaker offers an impression
from appearance.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

9.1.4 Know the boundary
o Fjf3E does not prove taste or underlying quality.

o It also does not prove that the person has never tasted the dish; the sentence only
chooses appearance as the basis of this comment.

9.1.5 Use the distinction
e The speaker offers an impression from appearance.

o Fif3E does not prove taste or underlying quality. It also does not prove that the
person has never tasted the dish; the sentence only chooses appearance as the basis
of this comment.

9.1.6 Try it with help closed

You judge a dish from its appearance before trying it. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: X 3EH L FRARTIZ .

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Fife3E does not prove taste or underlying quality.

e It also does not prove that the person has never tasted the dish; the sentence
only chooses appearance as the basis of this comment.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

9.2 ™ ¥ (4) comparisons (not as ... as)

9.2.1 A shorter person does not reach a height

e One friend is 170 cm tall and another is 180 cm tall.

o WWAHME. — The speaker’s height falls below the other person’s height.

9.2.2 Build the form

« The pattern in this lesson is # () comparisons (not as ...
the original interlinear examples below.

as). Locate it in

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RBA MR
wo méi you ta gao
Word guide: & — I; % — not as; fii — him; 5 — tall.

9.2.3 Read examples in context

SREFERE -

Jim tian méi you zuo tian léng

Word guide: 4>k — today; % — not as; FEK — yesterday; ¥& — cold.

« In the opening example, B M . : The speaker’s height falls below the other
person’s height.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

9.2.4 Know the boundary

o At means not taller, which permits equality; &7 il 5 expresses a lower
level.



o Both are grammatical, with different meanings. Do not call A, an invalid negative

of .

9.2.5 Use the distinction

o The speaker’s height falls below the other person’s height.

o At means not taller, which permits equality; &7 fill 5 expresses a lower
level. Both are grammatical, with different meanings. Do not call AN H, an invalid
negative of H.

9.2.6 Try it with help closed

One friend is 170 cm tall and another is 180 c¢m tall. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: F %A .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Aot E means not taller, which permits equality; %74 fill /5 expresses a lower
level.

e Both are grammatical, with different meanings. Do not call AN, an invalid

negative of H.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

9.3 ® il /Y /¥ / f# (make / let / ask someone do)
9.3.1 One person asks another to act

o A teacher politely asks a visitor to come inside.
o EIFEMBER. — The visitor is the person expected to enter.

9.3.2 Build the form

 The pattern in this lesson is i / B / 3& / ffi (make / let / ask someone do).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BILERFENE

ma ma rang wo rué gang qin
Word guide: 1545 — mom; ik — let; I — me; 2% — learn; 4% — piano.

9.3.3 Read examples in context

TERERER .

qing ta jin ldi

Word guide: i — please; ftfi — him; #F3€ — come in.
 In the opening example, ZIHEBIER.
enter.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

: The visitor is the person expected to

9.3.4 Know the boundary
o The person after i is also the understood subject of 3.

e il can allow or cause, while fifi can have a non-human cause, as in X{FE{FFRE
3% these verbs are not interchangeable in every context.

9.3.5 Use the distinction
o The visitor is the person expected to enter.

o The person after {f is also the understood subject of #3¢. ik can allow or cause,
while f§i can have a non-human cause, as in X A4-ZF Ik 5 2%; these verbs are not
interchangeable in every context.

9.3.6 Try it with help closed

A teacher politely asks a visitor to come inside. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: ZIifiiE % .

« My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The person after i is also the understood subject of 3.

o il can allow or cause, while fifi can have a non-human cause, as in EfFEE(HE;

1 2%: these verbs are not interchangeable in every context.
o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

9.4 W %3} (after going through)
9.4.1 A discussion leads to a decision

e A group decides on a plan after discussing alternatives.

o Z3dTHE, BRITERBAXNMHFR. — £ presents the discussion as the process

preceding the decision.

9.4.2 Build the form

 The pattern in this lesson is Z3g (after going through). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.



B =TS, BT .
jing guo san nidn de nu i ta chéng gong le
Word guide: £23: — after; = — three; 4F — year; %% 7 — effort; fth — he; {3} — succeed.

9.4.3 Read examples in context

Z3Wie, RIMRET -

jing guo tdo lun wo men jué ding le

Word guide: 435 — after; #5718 — discussion; F A1 — we; #t5E — decide.

o In the opening example, Z3FTHE, BATERAXPHR. : &1t presents the
discussion as the process preceding the decision.

e Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

9.4.4 Know the boundary
e The process can be brief; it need not be years of effort.

o 23 also means pass through, as in £ 3f 43, Check whether a process or a
physical route is being described.

9.4.5 Use the distinction
o %3t presents the discussion as the process preceding the decision.

o The process can be brief; it need not be years of effort. £ i also means pass

through, as in &4 %435, Check whether a process or a physical route is being
described.

9.4.6 Try it with help closed

A group decides on a plan after discussing alternatives. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: 418, FATHRERHAX NI E.

¢ My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The process can be brief; it need not be years of effort.

o %31 also means pass through, as in £ 434, Check whether a process or a
physical route is being described.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

10 Auxiliary verbs

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

10.1 ® [i% / 3% (should, ought to)

10.1.1 Advice differs from a prediction

o A tired friend asks what to do, and you suggest rest.

o WRBEZEZRE. — Vi% expresses advice or an obligation in this conversation.

10.1.2 Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is % / 3% (should, ought to). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

ViSVAZE 27 N W
ni ying gai duo xiu i
Word guide: K — you; WVi% — should; £ — more; K&, — rest.

10.1.3 Read examples in context

BET!

gai zou le

Word guide: 1% — should; iE - go.

o In the opening example, /RWVIZZIRE . : V1% expresses advice or an obligation
in this conversation.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

10.1.4 Know the boundary
o [WVi% can also express expectation: fViZ 4% T means he should have arrived
by now.

o Negate advice with W i% or AN i%; meaning depends on whether the speaker
recommends or predicts.

10.1.5 Use the distinction
o [Wi%Z expresses advice or an obligation in this conversation.

e [WiZ can also express expectation: fllViZE 4 %] T means he should have arrived
by now. Negate advice with /NJ.i%Z or A i%; meaning depends on whether the
speaker recommends or predicts.



10.1.6 Try it with help closed

A tired friend asks what to do, and you suggest rest. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.
One possible response: 1RNiZZIKE .
e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o W% can also express expectation: fiiViZ 4 %] T means he should have arrived
by now.
o Negate advice with AN 1% or ANi%; meaning depends on whether the speaker
recommends or predicts.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

11 Verb phrases

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

11.1 ® 3§ + Verb (unpleasant to ...)
11.1.1 Bad taste differs from physical difficulty

o A drink tastes unpleasant although swallowing it is easy.
o XAZHMEMENS. — MW evaluates the unpleasant taste.

11.1.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is ¥ + Verb (unpleasant to ...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

AR .

zhé ge yao hén ndn chi

Word guide: iX — this; 4~ — (measure word); 24§ — medicine; f§ — very; ¥ElZ — bad-
tasting.

11.1.3 Read examples in context

X ERRBEIT .

zhé shou ge hén hdo ting

Word guide: X — this; 1 — (measure word); #X — song; f& — very; {1t — nice to hear.

o In the opening example, XZ5EMEN. - MM evaluates the unpleasant taste.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

11.1.4 Know the boundary
o WEPE is an established word, not a promise that every ¥ +verb means unpleasant.

o ¥E~# means difficult to learn; distinguish conventional evaluations such as ¥ Wt
from task difficulty.

11.1.5 Use the distinction
o WP evaluates the unpleasant taste.

o WEPE is an established word, not a promise that every ¥ +verb means unpleasant.
24 means difficult to learn; distinguish conventional evaluations such as YWt
from task difficulty.



11.1.6 Try it with help closed

A drink tastes unpleasant although swallowing it is easy. Close the examples. Say

a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: X425 RMENE .

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o XfENE is an established word, not a promise that every ¥ +verb means unpleasant.

o XE~¥ means difficult to learn; distinguish conventional evaluations such as MEWT
from task difficulty.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

11.2 ® Verb + T + Duration (did for a length of time)
11.2.1 A duration differs from a clock time

e You describe the length of yesterday’s sleep.
o RET /AN, — /\/DE measures how long the sleeping lasted.

11.2.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is Verb 4+ T + Duration (did for a length of time).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RETZHHI

wo zué le san nidn Zhong wén

Word guide: & — I; 2% — study; = — three; 4F — year; H1 3 — Chinese.

11.2.3 Read examples in context

HBBEE T AA/DHT .

ta shui le ba ge wido shi

Word guide: i — he; i — sleep; /\ — eight; /> — (measure word); /N — hour.

« In the opening example, BEE T \A/DNf. : /\ A/} measures how long the
sleeping lasted.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

11.2.4 Know the boundary

o J\H names a clock time instead.

DN

e A completed duration alone does not determine whether a longer habit continues:
Fo2# T =4 H 3 reports three years without automatically proving that study has
ended forever.

11.2.5 Use the distinction
o J\I/INE} measures how long the sleeping lasted.
o J\H names a clock time instead. A completed duration alone does not determine

whether a longer habit continues: F{2% T =4F #1 X reports three years without
automatically proving that study has ended forever.

11.2.6 Try it with help closed

You describe the length of yesterday’s sleep. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin

response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: FE T /\ /Nt

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o /UL names a clock time instead.

o A completed duration alone does not determine whether a longer habit continues:
e T = 4E P reports three years without automatically proving that study
has ended forever.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

11.3 ® Verb + T + Duration + T (have been ...-ing)
11.3.1 A duration is relevant up to now

* You have studied Chinese for three years and are still studying.
o WET=4PXT. — The final T makes the elapsed three-year period relevant

now; continued study is natural here.

11.3.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Verb + T + Duration + T (have been ...-ing).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RET=FHPXT,
wo zué le san nidn Zhong wén le
Word guide: F — I; 2% — study; = — three; 4F — year; H1 3 — Chinese.



11.3.3 Read examples in context

« In the opening example, T =ZFFH LT . : The final T makes the elapsed
three-year period relevant now; continued study is natural here.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

11.3.4 Know the boundary

e The context supplies continuation.

o Compare FZE 17—/ T, MAEA T3] T the wait can end at the reference
point. Two | do not guarantee that an action continues indefinitely afterward.

11.3.5 Use the distinction

e The final | makes the elapsed three-year period relevant now; continued study is
natural here.

o The context supplies continuation. Compare 58 T — /DT, IIAEL TR T
the wait can end at the reference point. Two T do not guarantee that an action
continues indefinitely afterward.

11.3.6 Try it with help closed

You have studied Chinese for three years and are still studying. Close the examples.

Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what

the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: 277 =4FEF T,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The context supplies continuation.

o Compare 2 T—A/N T, IIAEZL T3] T the wait can end at the reference
point. Two | do not guarantee that an action continues indefinitely afterward.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

11.4 ® %k + Verb (no way to / can’t)
11.4.1 A refusal names a practical constraint

* You would like to help but cannot leave work today.

o SRBBEIERFVR. — The speaker presents helping today as unavailable under
the circumstances.

11.4.2 Build the form

 The pattern in this lesson is ¥IpjgE + Verb (no way to / can’t). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RBINEFEAR -

wo méi ban fa bang ni

Word guide: & — I; ¥%IpE — no way; #¥ — help; /i — you.

11.4.3 Read examples in context

Bk, ReE%.

méi ban fa zhi néng déng

Word guide: % 7% — nothing to be done; HEE — can only; 4§ — wait.

« In the opening example, &R INEFENR. : The speaker presents helping today
as unavailable under the circumstances.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

11.4.4 Know the boundary
o ¥ IpYE does not necessarily describe permanent inability.

o I, Fo H 4 may accept a current constraint; explain the obstacle where the
listener needs it.

11.4.5 Use the distinction

o The speaker presents helping today as unavailable under the circumstances.

o 7% Jp¥E does not necessarily describe permanent inability. ¥%Jpy%E, FHIH4E may
accept a current constraint; explain the obstacle where the listener needs it.

11.4.6 Try it with help closed

You would like to help but cannot leave work today. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: 4 K IMEFEIR .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o %I does not necessarily describe permanent inability.

o WIpYE, F&HUFEE may accept a current constraint; explain the obstacle where
the listener needs it.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.



11.5 ® Verb reduplication (do a bit / give it a try)
11.5.1 A short trial is offered politely

e You ask a friend to look briefly at a draft.
o IREFBXAME. - Reduplication presents looking as a brief, lighter action.

11.5.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Verb reduplication (do a bit / give it a try).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

WEEXA
ni kan kan zhé ge
Word guide: fR — you; 7 — have a look; X — this; 4~ — (measure word).

11.5.3 Read examples in context

AR B EIE.

wo men xiu i iu x1 ba

Word guide: A7 — we; K& — rest; /K E — rest.

o In the opening example, /RFFIXAME . : Reduplication presents looking as a brief,
lighter action.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

11.5.4 Know the boundary

o Use HFH or H—F for this single-syllable verb, and & B, for {K .

« Not every verb naturally reduplicates; completed trials can use 7 J F& rather than
adding | anywhere.

11.5.5 Use the distinction
o Reduplication presents looking as a brief, lighter action.

o Use FH or H—F for this single-syllable verb, and /& Bk E for /& 5. Not every
verb naturally reduplicates; completed trials can use & & rather than adding T
anywhere.

11.5.6 Try it with help closed

You ask a friend to look briefly at a draft. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin

response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: /RHEH X,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Use HH or H—F for this single-syllable verb, and K E/& ) for fK .

o Not every verb naturally reduplicates; completed trials can use % | 7 rather
than adding | anywhere.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

11.6 ® M8 + Verb (feeling verbs with {§)
11.6.1 A feeling can take a degree word

¢ You express how much you like a new subject.
o BBEKF L. — £ modifies the degree of liking, not the number of lessons taken.

11.6.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is f§ + Verb (feeling verbs with f8). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RBEKIR.

wo hén xv huan ni
Word guide: & — I; R — really; Bk — like; K — you.

11.6.3 Read examples in context

BBER.

wo hén xidng jia

Word guide: & — I; R — really; A8 — miss; % — home.

« In the opening example, BB EKH L. :  modifies the degree of liking, not the
number of lessons taken.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

11.6.4 Know the boundary

o Some mental or evaluative verbs take degree words, including T f# as well as =
K.

« A plain physical action such as I7 does not take & in the same degree pattern.



11.6.5 Use the distinction

o 1R modifies the degree of liking, not the number of lessons taken.

« Some mental or evaluative verbs take degree words, including T fi# as well as Z=-¥X.

A plain physical action such as Iz does not take i in the same degree pattern.

11.6.6 Try it with help closed

You express how much you like a new subject. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin

response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: FAR =W H .

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Some mental or evaluative verbs take degree words, including T fi# as well as =
.

o A plain physical action such as 7 does not take { in the same degree pattern.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

12 Complements

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

12.1 ® Direction complement 3} / % (toward / away)
12.1.1 Choose direction from a viewpoint

« You stand inside a room and invite a visitor at the door to enter.
o IR, — K directs the movement toward the viewpoint inside the room.

12.1.2 Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is Direction complement 3k / % (toward / away).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

R !
qing jin ldi
Word guide: i — please; #3§ — come in.

12.1.3 Read examples in context

EHEK.

ba shu nd ldi

Word guide: £ — (#£); 45 — book; &3k — bring here.

o In the opening example, JERER . : 3 directs the movement toward the viewpoint
inside the room.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

12.1.4 Know the boundary
e Choose the speaker’s or established narrative viewpoint.

o 2 is natural from outside when describing movement into a different space; it is
not intrinsically wrong for entering a room.

12.1.5 Use the distinction
o 3k directs the movement toward the viewpoint inside the room.

o Choose the speaker’s or established narrative viewpoint. #fZ is natural from
outside when describing movement into a different space; it is not intrinsically
wrong for entering a room.



12.1.6 Try it with help closed

You stand inside a room and invite a visitor at the door to enter. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: gt .

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e Choose the speaker’s or established narrative viewpoint.

o % is natural from outside when describing movement into a different space; it

is not intrinsically wrong for entering a room.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

12.2 ® Potential complement & / R (can / can’t do it)
12.2.1 Understanding is a possible result

e The recording is clear, but its language is too difficult for you.
o BWFAE. - Listening does not achieve understanding.

12.2.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is Potential complement & / A& (can / can’t do
it). Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RS-
wo ting de dong
Word guide: F — I; Wt — listen; 4 — (can); {# — understand.

12.2.3 Read examples in context

KET, BEAR.

tai yudn le wo kan bd jian

Word guide: K — too; 3t — far; F, — I; HA U — can’t see.

« In the opening example, FWF A, : Listening does not achieve understanding.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

12.2.4 Know the boundary
o WA is about the achievable result, not a ban on listening.

o HE also expresses ability as well as permission, so do not gloss fE as permission
only.

12.2.5 Use the distinction
o Listening does not achieve understanding.

o WP AfE is about the achievable result, not a ban on listening. §HE also expresses
ability as well as permission, so do not gloss fi§ as permission only.

12.2.6 Try it with help closed

The recording is clear, but its language is too difficult for you. Close the examples.

Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what

the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: FNANE .,

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o WA is about the achievable result, not a ban on listening.

o HE also expresses ability as well as permission, so do not gloss fi§ as permission
only.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

12.3 ® Verb + T3 (keep ...-ing)
12.3.1 An unfinished explanation should continue

o A speaker pauses before finishing a story, and you ask for the rest.

o« HHTE. — T asks the already started speaking to continue.

12.3.2 Build the form

 The pattern in this lesson is Verb + FZ (keep ...-ing). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HRTE.

qing shuo wia qu

Word guide: i — please; i, — speak; |2 — carry on.

12.3.3 Read examples in context

—RERRFTE!

yi ding yao jian chi xid qu

Word guide: —5¢ — definitely; % — must; "84 — persist; N2 — keep on.

« In the opening example, THPLFZE. : [ 7 asks the already started speaking to
continue.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.



12.3.4 Know the boundary

o P FZ is a continuation use; 2 can describe physical movement downwards
in another context.

e The complement’s meaning depends on the verb and scene.

12.3.5 Use the distinction
e £ asks the already started speaking to continue.

o P FZ is a continuation use; 2 can describe physical movement downwards
in another context. The complement’s meaning depends on the verb and scene.

12.3.6 Try it with help closed

A speaker pauses before finishing a story, and you ask for the rest. Close the

examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in

English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one

detail and try again.

One possible response: gL N2,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o i N2 is a continuation use; 3£ N % can describe physical movement downwards
in another context.

e The complement’s meaning depends on the verb and scene.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

12.4 ® Result complements ¥ / 5 / & (how it turned out)
12.4.1 Finishing does not prove correctness
¢ A student finishes all the homework but writes one answer incorrectly.

o fEMBEET, WRE —HBEHET. - 5¢ marks completion, while 4 marks an

incorrect result.

12.4.2 Build the form

 The pattern in this lesson is Result complements ¥ / 58 / 4& (how it turned
out). Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

FEMBER T .

2u0 yé zuo wan le

Word guide: {El — homework; fif — do; 5¢ — finish.

12.4.3 Read examples in context

&Q%Tﬂ

wo xi€ cuo le

Word guide: 3, — I; 5 — write; 4 — wrongly.

o In the opening example, YENARSE T , WA —HBEE T .. 5¢ marks completion,
while 4% marks an incorrect result.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

12.4.4 Know the boundary

o {52 does not imply i %F.
o il may mean properly completed or ready, depending on the activity. Select the
result that answers the intended question.

12.4.5 Use the distinction
o 52 marks completion, while 4% marks an incorrect result.

o {52 does not imply 6}, i #F may mean properly completed or ready, depending
on the activity. Select the result that answers the intended question.

12.4.6 Try it with help closed

A student finishes all the homework but writes one answer incorrectly. Close the

examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in

English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one

detail and try again.

One possible response: {EMVi{5E T, W 2f —EOELET .

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o fi{5¢ does not imply 5%}

o fiiF may mean properly completed or ready, depending on the activity. Select
the result that answers the intended question.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.




13 Conditional Statements

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

13.1 ® HE . | B ... (as long as)
13.1.1 A sufficient condition permits entry

o A venue says a valid ticket is enough to enter.
o HEAFE meegExk. — The rule presents having a ticket as sufficient for entry.

13.1.2 Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is HE ... , Bk ... (as long as). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RE% T, BMEBs.

zhi yao nu li jiu néng chéng gong

Word guide: HZE — as long as; %% J7 — work hard; 5 — then; §& — can; 5{F)] — succeed.
13.1.3 Read examples in context

« In the opening example, HEAFE, #ieB#EE. : The rule presents having a ticket
as sufficient for entry.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

13.1.4 Know the boundary

e The statement claims sufficiency within the stated rule; it does not assert that
nobody can enter by any other authorised method.

o Contrast HAHFZE, AfeitZ:, which makes a ticket necessary.

13.1.5 Use the distinction
e The rule presents having a ticket as sufficient for entry.

e The statement claims sufficiency within the stated rule; it does not assert that
nobody can enter by any other authorised method. Contrast HGH =, A HEit
7, which makes a ticket necessary.

13.1.6 Try it with help closed

A venue says a valid ticket is enough to enter. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin

response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: HZHHE, nigEidtZ.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The statement claims sufficiency within the stated rule; it does not assert that
nobody can enter by any other authorised method.

o Contrast HAHZE, AgeikZ:, which makes a ticket necessary.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

13.2 ® . .. (only then / only after)
13.2.1 A required action comes before access

* You must finish registration before using an account.
o TRYEM, AEHEHME. — Registration is presented as a required condition

before use.
13.2.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is ... , A ...
the original interlinear examples below.

(only then / only after). Locate it in

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

W& S, AR,
ni nu It cdi néng chéng gong
Word guide: {8 — you; %% /7 — work hard; 4" — only then; fg — can; i3] — succeed.

13.2.3 Read examples in context
« In the opening example, SN, A BEMERAMKS:. : Registration is presented as
a required condition before use.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

13.2.4 Know the boundary

e The requirement does not promise that registration alone solves every obstacle.

e An account could still need approval; distinguish necessary conditions from suffi-
cient ones.



13.2.5 Use the distinction

o Registration is presented as a required condition before use.

e The requirement does not promise that registration alone solves every obstacle. An
account, could still need approval; distinguish necessary conditions from sufficient
ones.

13.2.6 Try it with help closed

You must finish registration before using an account. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: SN, A GEHMKS .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The requirement does not promise that registration alone solves every obstacle.

e An account could still need approval; distinguish necessary conditions from suf-
ficient ones.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

13.3 8 I ..., F .. (only if)

13.3.1 A necessary condition is not a complete recipe

e A venue permits entry only to people with tickets.

« HEFHE, Afegkk. — Having a ticket is presented as necessary for entry.

13.3.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is HF ... , A
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RE%T, Z8zh.

zhi you nu It cdi néng chéng gong

Word guide: HA — only if; %7 — work hard; 7" — only then; §& — can; A(Z) —

succeed.

. (only if). Locate it in the original

13.3.3 Read examples in context

« In the opening example, REHFE, AfBHE.
necessary for entry.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

: Having a ticket is presented as

13.3.4 Know the boundary
¢ The rule need not say that a ticket alone is sufficient; identity checks may also be
required.

o HIEUHE, wihg
13.3.5 Use the distinction

« Having a ticket is presented as necessary for entry.

e The rule need not say that a ticket alone is sufficient; identity checks may also
HEAE gifeiE 2 instead presents a ticket as enough under that

2 instead presents a ticket as enough under that stated rule.

be required. %
stated rule.

13.3.6 Try it with help closed

A venue permits entry only to people with tickets. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: HAHE, A HEdtZ.

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The rule need not say that a ticket alone is sufficient; identity checks may also
be required.

o HBFT - wrEE it instead presents a ticket as enough under that stated rule.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.




14 Noun Phrases

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

14.1 ® AH (some / some..., others...)
14.1.1 A group contains different preferences

e Several classmates prefer tea while other classmates prefer coffee.

o ARRZEEERE, BHREWRMME. -~ A1 divides the understood group into subsets.

14.1.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is HHJ (some / some..., others...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HHIAERK

you de rén xi huan chd
Word guide: #H) — some; A — people; =K — like; Z% — tea.

14.1.3 Read examples in context

AWH, FHREE.

you de gui you de pidn yi

Word guide: f#) — some; 1 — expensive; F ] — some; {#’H — cheap.

« In the opening example, H R FI¥ERZEK, BRERMME. : A1 divides the
understood group into subsets.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

14.1.4 Know the boundary

o It does not give their sizes, and more than two groups are possible: FHEHF, A
IR, ARITE R

¢ Do not infer that each group is half the class.

14.1.5 Use the distinction
o AHJ divides the understood group into subsets.

o It does not give their sizes, and more than two groups are possible: HFHHT, A
IR, AU SR, Do not infer that each group is half the class.

14.1.6 Try it with help closed

Several classmates prefer tea while other classmates prefer coffee. Close the exam-

ples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English

what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail

and try again.

One possible response: {7 /[R2ZEEAT, A A3 HIMHE

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o It does not give their sizes, and more than two groups are possible: HHEH 4,
ARIIR, ARVTER.

e Do not infer that each group is half the class.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.



15 Numbers and Measure Words

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

15.1 ® 2 (half / and a half)
15.1.1 A duration adds half an hour

¢ You studied for ninety minutes.

o BEIT—AE/NBE. — — 2/ measures one and a half hours.

15.1.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is 3¢ (half / and a half). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

¥&§E%D
ban ge ping quo
Word guide: 2f — half; > — (measure word); SEH — apple.

15.1.3 Read examples in context

—A4 R

yi ge ban wido shi

Word guide: — — one; 4~ — (measure word); 2§ — and a half; /& — hour.

« In the opening example, T2 T—42R/Nif. : —~2F/NEf measures one and a
half hours.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

15.1.4 Know the boundary

o 2PN/ is half an hour.

o Compare P52, a clock time, with P42/, a duration. Keep the measure
word position: —A4>2F/NEE, not —2E/ Nt

15.1.5 Use the distinction

o —A~/N} measures one and a half hours.

o EAN/NEF is half an hour. Compare W i3, a clock time, with B4 2E /i), a
duration. Keep the measure word position: —4>2/Nit, not —2F4/ Nt

15.1.6 Try it with help closed

You studied for ninety minutes. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,

then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.

Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: k22> 7 —/~2/N,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o 2K~/ is half an hour.

o Compare W52, a clock time, with B>/}, a duration. Keep the measure
word position: —4>2E/Ni, not —2EA/ Nt

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.



16 Sentence Patterns

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

16.1 8 — {1 /#H ... A / E (not even one)
16.1.1 A complete zero differs from a small number

¢ You opened the room and found no one inside.
o = PABEE. — The — .. t%F frame emphasises zero people.

16.1.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is — ... #, / #B ... & / B (not even one). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

—MAWMEE .
yi ge Tén Y€ méi you
Word guide: — — one; 4~ — (measure word); A\ — person; {4, — even; %A — there isn’t.

16.1.3 Read examples in context

R—RBAE.

wo yi didn yé bu lét

Word guide: F& — I; — 5 — a bit; 1 — even; A — not; & — tired.

« In the opening example, =4~ AHEH . : The — .. HLi%F frame emphasises zero
people.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

16.1.4 Know the boundary
o Compare HF5—4 > A\, which is one person rather than zero.

o In — W AE, the frame negates any degree of tiredness; keep the negative word
in the construction.

16.1.5 Use the distinction
o The — .. H¥% A frame emphasises zero people.

o Compare HA—/ A, which is one person rather than zero. In — it AN &, the
frame negates any degree of tiredness; keep the negative word in the construction.

16.1.6 Try it with help closed

You opened the room and found no one inside. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: — 4~ AH%H .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Compare H—/ > A\, which is one person rather than zero.

o In—HtAE, the frame negates any degree of tiredness; keep the negative word

in the construction.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

16.2 ® @& .. @& ... (the more ..., the more ...)
16.2.1 One changing quantity is linked to another

o A larger group needs more chairs.

. NHiZ, BENRKTEL. — The number of chairs needed rises with the number
of people.

16.2.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is #& ... # ... (the more ..., the more ...). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RBERES.
wo yué xiang yue sheng qi
Word guide: & — I; i — the more; 8 — think; # — the more; Z£5, — angry.

16.2.3 Read examples in context

o In the opening example, Aj#Z2, BERETFHZL . : The number of chairs needed
rises with the number of people.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

16.2.4 Know the boundary

o K .. K .. expresses a linked change, not necessarily a scientific causal proof.

o U EBEU links lower price with greater preference, so both numerical quantities
need not rise.



16.2.5 Use the distinction
e The number of chairs needed rises with the number of people.

o i .. # .. expresses a linked change, not necessarily a scientific causal proof. FE{#
B# U links lower price with greater preference, so both numerical quantities need
not rise.

16.2.6 Try it with help closed
A larger group needs more chairs. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: A\#i£, FEIHPFTHZ.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o K .. B .. expresses a linked change, not necessarily a scientific causal proof.

o B B links lower price with greater preference, so both numerical quanti-

ties need not rise.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

16.3 B #f sentences (do something to the object)
16.3.1 A book is moved to a known place
* You put a particular book on the table.

e BIWPEHAERT L. — I introduces the affected book before the action and its
location.

16.3.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is #f sentences (do something to the object).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RIEBPERT L.
wo bd shu fang zdi zhuo zi shdng

Word guide: & — I; £ — (#2); 35 — book; it — put; #£ — on; JF — table; |~ — on top.

16.3.3 Read examples in context

e In the opening example, BIVHHER T L. : 1€ introduces the affected book
before the action and its location.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

16.3.4 Know the boundary

o An ordinary # construction needs an appropriately elaborated verb phrase, not
merely FEF5HL.

o Put negation or an auxiliary before ff1: F ¥l 54 . The book should be
identifiable in context.

16.3.5 Use the distinction
o ! introduces the affected book before the action and its location.

e An ordinary ! construction needs an appropriately elaborated verb phrase, not

merely f£437. Put negation or an auxiliary before 2: F &AL FEE. The book
should be identifiable in context.

16.3.6 Try it with help closed

You put a particular book on the table. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: FIPFHAEHE T 1.

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o An ordinary #f! construction needs an appropriately elaborated verb phrase, not
merely 5L

o Put negation or an auxiliary before f{i: F &L 5 E. The book should be
identifiable in context.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

16.4 ® B sentences (the passive)
16.4.1 A passive names the affected item

e Someone took the book away, and you describe what happened to the book.
« PPMEET . — The book receives the action, while i names the doer.

16.4.2 Build the form

 The pattern in this lesson is # sentences (the passive). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

PREET
shu béi ta nd zou le
Word guide: 45 — book; # — by; fif, — him; &3E — take away.



16.4.3 Read examples in context
o In the opening example, FHMETE T . : The book receives the action, while
names the doer.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

16.4.4 Know the boundary
o PPiEET omits the doer when unnecessary or unknown.

o #¥% is not limited to bad outcomes: L HPAK is a positive example. Use a
complete verb phrase for the intended event.

16.4.5 Use the distinction
o The book receives the action, while fifi names the doer.

o PBYEEE T omits the doer when unnecessary or unknown. ¥ is not limited to
bad outcomes: fhgiE HBA K is a positive example. Use a complete verb phrase
for the intended event.

16.4.6 Try it with help closed

Someone took the book away, and you describe what happened to the book. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change
one detail and try again.

One possible response: $i#ifthEE T .
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o F#iEE T omits the doer when unnecessary or unknown.

o ¥ is not limited to bad outcomes: g HBAK: is a positive example. Use a
complete verb phrase for the intended event.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

17 Basic/Simple Sentence Patterns

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

17.1 ® Place + Verb + ¥ + Noun (existential)
17.1.1 Describe a room from its location

e A painting hangs on the wall, and you tell someone what is there.
o B FH:E—IBHE. — The place comes first and introduces the painting found there.

17.1.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Place + Verb + 3§ + Noun (existential). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

B LA —IEE .

qidng shang gua zhe yi fi hua

Word guide: #% — wall; |- —on; $# — hang; 35 — (state); — — a; I — (measure word);

[H] — painting,.

17.1.3 Read examples in context

« In the opening example, §% F3H:EH—IEH . : The place comes first and introduces
the painting found there.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

17.1.4 Know the boundary
o This is an existential description.

o —IREHAERS I is also grammatical and starts with the known painting instead.
Do not reject the second order merely because this lesson teaches place-first pre-
sentation.

17.1.5 Use the distinction
e The place comes first and introduces the painting found there.
o This is an existential description. —IEE#E{ERES | is also grammatical and starts

with the known painting instead. Do not reject the second order merely because
this lesson teaches place-first presentation.



17.1.6 Try it with help closed

A painting hangs on the wall, and you tell someone what is there. Close the exam-
ples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English
what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail
and try again.

One possible response: 5% | H:&—IEH .

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e This is an existential description.

o —IREFEAERS I is also grammatical and starts with the known painting instead.
Do not reject the second order merely because this lesson teaches place-first
presentation.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

17.2 ® M + QW + Bt + QW (whatever you like)
17.2.1 A choice can be carried into an action

e A friend lets you pick any available dish.

o FREWZALBNZ 4. — The repeated {4 makes the action follow your choice
of food.

17.2.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is 8 + QW + ¥ + QW (whatever you like).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HREIZATARIZAT 4.

ni xiang chi shén me jiu chi shén me

Word guide: ff — you; 8 — want; iz — eat; {14 — what; 5 — then; Iz — eat; f-4 —

what.

17.2.3 Read examples in context

 In the opening example, R IZA A AT A -

action follow your choice of food.

: The repeated f}4 makes the

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

17.2.4 Know the boundary
o Match the repeated question word: ZEZ<HF JLytZ=WF L.

o Freedom remains subject to the real situation; the grammar does not create food
that is unavailable or remove rules mentioned elsewhere.

17.2.5 Use the distinction
o The repeated ff4 makes the action follow your choice of food.

o Match the repeated question word: AHEHFJLEEZEMF)L. Freedom remains subject
to the real situation; the grammar does not create food that is unavailable or
remove rules mentioned elsewhere.

17.2.6 Try it with help closed

A friend lets you pick any available dish. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin

response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: {RIENZA 254 .

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Match the repeated question word: AHZWF J Lt 28 L.

¢ Freedom remains subject to the real situation; the grammar does not create food
that is unavailable or remove rules mentioned elsewhere.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

17.3 ® Question Word + #B (every / all)
17.3.1 Negation changes a whole-set claim

e Everyone in the relevant group knows the answer.
o WEHPHIE. — YEHB covers every person in the understood group.

17.3.2 Build the form

« The pattern in this lesson is Question Word + #B (every / all). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HEHRAIE .

shéi dou zhi dao

Word guide: #E — who; & — all; Z1iE& — know.

17.3.3 Read examples in context

aﬁ‘é\%;l :E\HZ o

wo shén me dou bu xidng chi

Word guide: F — I; {4 — anything; & — all; &~ — not; 48 — want; IZ — eat.

« In the opening example, YEERHAIH .
group.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

. YEAD covers every person in the understood



17.3.4 Know the boundary
o YEARAHIIE negates knowing for everyone and means nobody knows.

o ANRA24HRHNE means not knowing everything; the negative’s position changes
the scope.

17.3.5 Use the distinction
o HYEHR covers every person in the understood group.

o EHNAHIIE negates knowing for everyone and means nobody knows. AJgftA#p
4138 means not knowing everything; the negative’s position changes the scope.

17.3.6 Try it with help closed

Everyone in the relevant group knows the answer. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: #EHRHIIHE .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o YEABAHIE negates knowing for everyone and means nobody knows.

o NEATAHRHAIE means not knowing everything; the negative’s position changes
the scope.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

17.4 ® @EM, (more and more)
17.4.1 Follow a change through the season

e The weather becomes progressively colder as winter approaches.

o REBFBET ., — ikl describes increasing cold over time.

17.4.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is B8, (more and more). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REERBET -
tian qi yué ldi yue léng le

Word guide: K<, — weather; #3€# — more and more; % — cold.

17.4.3 Read examples in context

RBRBERHFXT .

wo yue lat yueé xi huan Zhong wén le

Word guide: & — I; #i8k — more and more; ZHK — like; H 3 — Chinese.

« In the opening example, REFREMEL T . : ikl describes increasing cold over
time.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

17.4.4 Know the boundary

o The same form can describe a decrease in a measured quantity: #4583 5%
means prices are getting lower.

o It marks change in the following property, not an increase in every numerical value.

17.4.5 Use the distinction

o HiE#K describes increasing cold over time.

o The same form can describe a decrease in a measured quantity: ##% i > 5%
means prices are getting lower. It marks change in the following property, not an
increase in every numerical value.

17.4.6 Try it with help closed

The weather becomes progressively colder as winter approaches. Close the examples.

Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what

the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: K5 HEEHE T .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The same form can describe a decrease in a measured quantity: {5 HEBAL
means prices are getting lower.

o It marks change in the following property, not an increase in every numerical
value.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

17.5 ® Question words as “some- / any-"
17.5.1 An indefinite choice is deliberately unnamed

¢ You feel hungry but have not chosen a specific food.
« BEZEHHA. — {4 leaves the food unspecified: something to eat.



17.5.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Question words as “some- / any-". Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

Az S A4

wo zidng chi didn shén me

Word guide: & — I; #H — want; IZ, — eat; 5 — a bit; {4 — something.

17.5.3 Read examples in context

« In the opening example, TAEIZ B4 : fT4 leaves the food unspecified: some-
thing to eat.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

17.5.4 Know the boundary

o Context and sentence form decide whether a question word asks a question or is
indefinite.

o FRAHLEMENZ A2, is an embedded question, not automatically a statement that
he wants any food.

17.5.5 Use the distinction
o ff4 leaves the food unspecified: something to eat.

o Context and sentence form decide whether a question word asks a question or is
indefinite. F& A B fh E 17 4 is an embedded question, not automatically a
statement that he wants any food.

17.5.6 Try it with help closed

You feel hungry but have not chosen a specific food. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: FAHZ S 4 .

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Context and sentence form decide whether a question word asks a question or is
indefinite.

o FRAFE M ENZ AT 24 is an embedded question, not automatically a statement
that he wants any food.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

17.6 ® 34T (in order to / for the sake of)
17.6.1 A purpose need not have been achieved

e A person runs regularly to improve health.

o ATHRRE, S REH. — 7 names health as the purpose of running.

17.6.2 Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is 2§77 (in order to / for the sake of). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HTRRE, thEREE.
wei le jian kang ta méi tian pdo bu
Word guide: 5T — in order to; f& ) — health; fih — he; £ K — every day; #i# — run.

17.6.3 Read examples in context

 In the opening example, Sy T B, G REH. : & T names health as the

purpose of running.
o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

17.6.4 Know the boundary

o fhAERKN TR MIE also places the purpose after the subject.

o A purpose is a goal, not evidence that it has been achieved; [H} explains a cause
instead.

17.6.5 Use the distinction
e JT names health as the purpose of running.

o fhdER N TR EIA also places the purpose after the subject. A purpose is a

goal, not evidence that it has been achieved; [} explains a cause instead.



17.6.6 Try it with help closed

A person runs regularly to improve health. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: 5 [ #5, fthERigd.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o fhBF R TN B also places the purpose after the subject.

o A purpose is a goal, not evidence that it has been achieved; [K 4 explains a cause
instead.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

18 Comparison Patterns

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

18.1 W B} . W (&HK) (compared with ...)

18.1.1 A comparison needs a named baseline

¢ You compare this year’s summer with last year’s.

o BRERAEW,, S4FEEM, — A4F is the baseline; 44F is the period being evaluated.

18.1.2 Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is B ... & (&B3¥) (compared with ...). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

WEEW, SEER.

gen qu nidn bl jin nidn géng re

Word guide: f§ — with; Z:4F — last year; H, — compare; 4-4F — this year; ¥ — even
more; # — hot.

18.1.3 Read examples in context
« In the opening example, BRE4EH,, S4EEM., : L4F is the baseline; 44F is the
period being evaluated.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

18.1.4 Know the boundary
o PRFAEA R also works.

o A changed baseline can change the claim; hotter than last year does not mean
hotter than every year on record.

18.1.5 Use the distinction
o ZF4E is the baseline; 4+4F is the period being evaluated.

o PRFEAEHESR also works. A changed baseline can change the claim; hotter than
last year does not mean hotter than every year on record.



18.1.6 Try it with help closed

You compare this year’s summer with last year’s. Close the examples. Say a Man-
darin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: R4, S4EH A,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o MRFAEHGEE also works.

e A changed baseline can change the claim; hotter than last year does not mean
hotter than every year on record.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

18.2 B | ... ¥ / & (even more than)

18.2.1 A comparison does not set an absolute height

o Two short children differ in height.

o MBI . — The other child is taller relative to the speaker.

18.2.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is i, ... B / # (even more than). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

R ER .

ta bi wo géng gao

Word guide: fii — he; kv — than; 3 — me; B — even more; /& — tall.

18.2.3 Read examples in context

 In the opening example, LR EH. :

speaker.

The other child is taller relative to the

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

18.2.4 Know the boundary

o H can strengthen the comparison without proving that either child is tall against
an adult standard.

e An ordinary b comparison uses 5, ¥ 5 or A5 rather than FFRAR &

18.2.5 Use the distinction
e The other child is taller relative to the speaker.

e T can strengthen the comparison without proving that either child is tall against
an adult standard. An ordinary [, comparison uses &, ¥ /5 or iA /5 rather than

FEFAR .
18.2.6 Try it with help closed
Two short children differ in height. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: 3 5.
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
e ¥ can strengthen the comparison without proving that either child is tall against
an adult standard.

o An ordinary F comparison uses |5, ¥ 5 or iA 5 rather than FIFAR 5.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

18.3 M [, ... Adj + £7T (much more than)
18.3.1 A large gap differs from a precise measurement

e An older child is much taller than a younger child.
e HHBRELT. — £ 7T presents the height difference as large.

18.3.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is l ... Adj + £7T (much more than). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HBRFHE T

ta bt wo gao duo le

Word guide: fii — he; kb — than; 3, — me; 5 — tall; £ 7 — much more.

18.3.3 Read examples in context
o In the opening example, IR E T : £ T presents the height difference as

large.
o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.



18.3.4 Know the boundary
e 527 does not state a precise number of centimetres.
o B— 1 describes a smaller gap; /=1 JEHK supplies a numerical difference.

18.3.5 Use the distinction

e £ 77 presents the height difference as large.
e m% T does not state a precise number of centimetres. F— 5 describes a smaller
gap; T JEK supplies a numerical difference.

18.3.6 Try it with help closed

An older child is much taller than a younger child. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: LK =HL T .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e 527 does not state a precise number of centimetres.

o B describes a smaller gap; =1 JEH>K supplies a numerical difference.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

18.4 ® N1 + & + N2 + Adj (as ... as)

18.4.1 Ask whether a level is reached

e You want to know whether a child’s height reaches an older sibling’s height.
o FREMBEIE? — The question asks about reaching the comparison level.

18.4.2 Build the form

 The pattern in this lesson is N1 + & + N2 + Adj (as ...
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

A A ?
ni Yyou ta gao ma
Word guide: {f — you; 5 — as ... as; fih — him; = — tall.

as). Locate it in the

18.4.3 Read examples in context

« In the opening example, KA L EE? :
comparison level.

e Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

The question asks about reaching the

18.4.4 Know the boundary
¢ The question itself does not assert equality.

o An answer such as ¥%f confirms a lower height; # in this comparison differs from
H—A45, where it expresses possession.

18.4.5 Use the distinction
e The question asks about reaching the comparison level.

o The question itself does not assert equality. An answer such as ¥4 confirms
a lower height; 7 in this comparison differs from 7 —4~45, where it expresses
possession.

18.4.6 Try it with help closed
You want to know whether a child’s height reaches an older sibling’s height. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change
one detail and try again.

One possible response: {54 57

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The question itself does not assert equality.

o An answer such as % confirms a lower height; 4 in this comparison differs
from 5 —74~43, where it expresses possession.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.



19 Complex Sentence Patterns

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

19.1 ® BT .. # / B (except / besides)
19.1.1 An exception differs from an addition

o All classmates arrived except one, and a multilingual student speaks English as
well as Chinese.

o BT, KRFERT . BRTHIX, WELKIKL. — # helps mark the exception;

it helps mark the additional skill.

19.1.2 Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is &7 ... # / ¥ (except / besides). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BT A, KFERT -
chii le ta da jia dou lai le

Word guide: 8T — except; ftfi — him; K% — everyone; &} — all; 3¢ — come.

19.1.3 Read examples in context

BRT 3L, HERIESC.

chi le Zhong wén ta hdi hui Ying wén

Word guide: [T — besides; #3¢ — Chinese; fih — he; i — also; £ — can; JL L —

English.

« In the opening example, BRT i, KFHRT . BT HX, MBI, : # helps
mark the exception; i& helps mark the additional skill.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

19.1.4 Know the boundary

¢ Read the whole predicate and context instead of treating a single partner word as
an infallible switch.

e The first sentence excludes him from the arrival claim; the second includes both
skills.

19.1.5 Use the distinction
o #F helps mark the exception; i& helps mark the additional skill.

¢ Read the whole predicate and context instead of treating a single partner word as
an infallible switch. The first sentence excludes him from the arrival claim; the
second includes both skills.

19.1.6 Try it with help closed

All classmates arrived except one, and a multilingual student speaks English as well

as Chinese. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese.

Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model,

then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: [ 7 fth, KEHAK T BT L, WERXHL.

¢ My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

« Read the whole predicate and context instead of treating a single partner word
as an infallible switch.

o The first sentence excludes him from the arrival claim; the second includes both
skills.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

19.2 ® & | BEE (if ...)
19.2.1 An invitation depends on free time

o A friend invites you to come if you are available.

o WRAEBEIHEE, KM, — 1915 closes the stated condition before the invitation.

19.2.2 Build the form

 The pattern in this lesson is ZH5R ... BJFE (if ...). Locate it in the original interlinear
examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

WA R, BRIE.

ri quo you shi jian de hua jiv ldi ba

Word guide: 4 — if; /5 — have; f[a] — time; J3E — (if); 5t — then; > — come.

19.2.3 Read examples in context

o In the opening example, IR B BIE, BRME. :

condition before the invitation.

15 closes the stated

« Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.



19.2.4 Know the boundary

o UNHREWE], BEKM is also natural.

o HYJiE is optional in this frame; it does not guarantee a polite tone regardless of the
rest of the sentence.

19.2.5 Use the distinction
o 3% closes the stated condition before the invitation.

o UNERAGWE, BESEM is also natural. [{if is optional in this frame; it does not
guarantee a polite tone regardless of the rest of the sentence.

19.2.6 Try it with help closed
A friend invites you to come if you are available. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: {15 BRI HTE, HERIE.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o WNSRAWE, HEEIE is also natural.

o HYJiE is optional in this frame; it does not guarantee a polite tone regardless of

the rest of the sentence.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

19.3 ® R ..., B ... (if ..., then ...)
19.3.1 A backup plan depends on rain
e The group plans not to go outside if it rains.

o WRTFM, BAIMAZE. - Rain is the condition; not going is the planned conse-

quence.

19.3.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is A ... , B ... (if ..., then ...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

MRTW, A%

T gud xid yu jiu bu qu

Word guide: #15: — if; 'R — rain; 5 — then; /N — not; % — go.

19.3.3 Read examples in context

« In the opening example, HIRTFM, BATEEAZE . : Rain is the condition; not going
is the planned consequence.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

19.3.4 Know the boundary

o WM, FATAZE is also possible.

o 3 often makes the condition-result link explicit, but is not compulsory in every fJi
B sentence. No rain has been asserted yet.

19.3.5 Use the distinction
o Rain is the condition; not going is the planned consequence.

o WHRTMW, FHNIAZE is also possible. jf often makes the condition-result link
explicit, but is not compulsory in every HI% sentence. No rain has been asserted
yet.

19.3.6 Try it with help closed

The group plans not to go outside if it rains. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin

response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: WHE W, FHATAZE.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o WHRTFRY, FATAZE is also possible.

o il often makes the condition-result link explicit, but is not compulsory in every
5 sentence. No rain has been asserted yet.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

19.4 ® RfH ... , THH ... (not only ... but also)
19.4.1 Two points can concern different people

e You describe a household in which both siblings can speak Chinese.

o NMEEFEF&HIC, MHKHKME S, — The second clause adds the sister’s ability to

the brother’s.

19.4.2 Build the form

 The pattern in this lesson is /A4H ... , T H. ... (not only ... but also). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.



ANMEMEE, THFEZ.

zhé ge cai bu dan pidn yi ér qi¢ hdo chi

Word guide: X — this; 4~ — (measure word); 3¢ — dish; ANH — not only; {fE — cheap;
M E. — but also; Uiz — tasty.

19.4.3 Read examples in context
« In the opening example, AMEEFEFA&H 3L, TWHEKKEHS. : The second clause
adds the sister’s ability to the brother’s.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

19.4.4 Know the boundary
o Place A {H before the first subject when the subjects differ.

o With a shared subject, flifNMHS 3L, 1ff H43# X is natural. The frame need not
always describe only one subject.

19.4.5 Use the distinction
o The second clause adds the sister’s ability to the brother’s.

» Place A H before the first subject when the subjects differ. With a shared subject,

A HSF 3, i H4 P is natural. The frame need not always describe only
one subject.

19.4.6 Try it with help closed

You describe a household in which both siblings can speak Chinese. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: NMEEFEFS I, 1 HikH L2 .
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o Place AN{H before the first subject when the subjects differ.
o With a shared subject, fitiNMEHSH 3, i H£# X is natural. The frame need

not always describe only one subject.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

20 Comparing similar adverbs

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

20.1 ® 7} vs 3 (late vs early)
20.1.1 One clock time supports two reactions

e An early worker expects arrival at six; a late worker expects arrival at nine.

o AB/ERBIT . WAEAD]. - Bt and A present the same arrival time as early

or late against different expectations.

20.1.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is 4" vs B¥f (late vs early). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

S RRRK T -
ta liv didn jiu qi chudng le
Word guide: fi — he; 755 — six o’clock; 3 — already; # K — get up.

20.1.3 Read examples in context

LR AR .

ta jiv didn cdi qi chudng

Word guide: it — he; JL5 — nine o’clock; 4 — not until; K — get up.

e In the opening example, f/\ SRS T . #/\EAB|. : 5t and A4 present the same
arrival time as early or late against different expectations.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

20.1.4 Know the boundary
e Check the expected time, not only the clock number.

e T is common in the completed #f example; the words themselves do not assign a
tense to every sentence.

20.1.5 Use the distinction

o 3 and 7 present the same arrival time as early or late against different expecta-
tions.

o Check the expected time, not only the clock number. T is common in the com-
pleted % example; the words themselves do not assign a tense to every sentence.



20.1.6 Try it with help closed

An early worker expects arrival at six; a late worker expects arrival at nine. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change
one detail and try again.

One possible response: fill/\St2| 1. dh/\SA %],

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Check the expected time, not only the clock number.

e 1 is common in the completed Hf example; the words themselves do not assign
a tense to every sentence.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

20.2 ® | vs fj4 (just now: adverb vs time-word)
20.2.1 Place a recent-time expression correctly

o A friend left shortly before you arrived.
o fHPIFE. FIAMELEX L. — K modifies the leaving; Kl 4" names the earlier time

when he was here.

20.2.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is §] vs W4 (just now: adverb vs time-word).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

fRIE o
ta gang zou
Word guide: i — he; Wi — just; £ — leave.

20.2.3 Read examples in context

WA fbREX L.

gang cdi ta zai zher

Word guide: KA — a moment ago; i — he; #£ — be at; iX J — here.

o In the opening example, fBRIFE . RIAMHBEFEX L. : K| modifies the leaving; K|
7" names the earlier time when he was here.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

20.2.4 Know the boundary

o NI can describe a short interval relative to a stated event, as in N 2|==# 5L N
T.

o R4 can occur before or after the subject and in Wi A" HL{%; it is a time expression,
not merely a longer .

20.2.5 Use the distinction
o NI modifies the leaving; W|4" names the earlier time when he was here.

o [ can describe a short interval relative to a stated event, as in K| Z| =45 T ™
T. WA can occur before or after the subject and in N A ) H 3E; it is a time
expression, not merely a longer H.

20.2.6 Try it with help closed

A friend left shortly before you arrived. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: fN|5E. NI A fthifAEx L.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o N can describe a short interval relative to a stated event, as in W2 2=FE 5N

T.
o WA can occur before or after the subject and in K| A {4 HL {%; it is a time
expression, not merely a longer K.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

20.3 B ) vs —& (a bit too... vs a little ...er)
20.3.1 An evaluation becomes a request

e A coat costs more than you want to pay, so you ask for a small reduction.

o XEXRIRE AR, BHE—AE., — A 55 evaluates the price; ffi’H— 5 asks for

a lower price.

20.3.2 Build the form

« The pattern in this lesson is A g vs —f& (a bit too... vs a little ...er). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

AR RA K5

zhé jian yi fu you didn gui

Word guide: iX — this; ff — (measure word); A<k — clothes; 5 15 — a bit; v —

expensive.



20.3.3 Read examples in context

fEE—KE!

pian yi yi didn ba

Word guide: f#’H — cheap; — & — a little.

e In the opening example, XKIRAE BFR. FE—KIE. : A5 evaluates the
price; f#H— & asks for a lower price.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

20.3.4 Know the boundary
o A5 precedes the adjective and — p follows it here.

o A5 often expresses an unwanted state but can express mild surprise or feelings
such as 7 5 2% negative evaluation is usual, not compulsory.

20.3.5 Use the distinction
o A5t evaluates the price; 85— & asks for a lower price.

o A i precedes the adjective and — 5 follows it here. £ fi often expresses an
unwanted state but can express mild surprise or feelings such as 7 /5 5 2%; negative
evaluation is usual, not compulsory.

20.3.6 Try it with help closed

A coat costs more than you want to pay, so you ask for a small reduction. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change
one detail and try again.

One possible response: X/ AKRA S 5. HHE— ST,

¢ My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o 445 precedes the adjective and — p follows it here.

o 45 often expresses an unwanted state but can express mild surprise or feelings
such as 7 ;55 2%; negative evaluation is usual, not compulsory.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

20.4 ® FH vs X (again: future vs past)
20.4.1 Distinguish a new plan from a known recurrence

e A visitor came today and plans another visit tomorrow.

o SRABNET, BAIREE. - ¥ marks today’s recurrence; F- proposes the next

visit.

20.4.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is Ff- vs X (again: future vs past). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

SRR T

ta you chi dao le

Word guide: fii — he; ¥ — again; iR#| — late.

20.4.3 Read examples in context

B R R !

ming tian zdai ldi ba

Word guide: HK — tomorrow; Ff — again; % — come.

o In the opening example, &FKABNR T, BIREE. : ¥ marks today’s recurrence;
- proposes the next visit.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

20.4.4 Know the boundary
 This is a useful basic contrast, not a past/future tense system.

o HAR N ZEEH— is a known recurrence in the future; H- also links subsequent steps,
as in JEE UL

20.4.5 Use the distinction

o ¥ marks today’s recurrence; i proposes the next visit.

o This is a useful basic contrast, not a past/future tense system. AR g B — is
a known recurrence in the future; F§ also links subsequent steps, as in J¢& F-Ji.

20.4.6 Try it with help closed

A visitor came today and plans another visit tomorrow. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: &R KT, BHREE.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

« This is a useful basic contrast, not a past/future tense system.

o MR N EEH— is a known recurrence in the future; F also links subsequent
steps, as in & L.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.



21 Comparing similar conjunctions

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

21.1 ® R vs BF (or: question vs statement)
21.1.1 An embedded question still asks for a choice

¢ You do not know which drink a guest prefers.

o BRAHEAMMBEERMIME. — 1R keeps the alternative choice inside the statement

of uncertainty.

21.1.2 Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is i vs Bi# (or: question vs statement). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HRUEZR R HE?
ni he chd hai shi ka fei
Word guide: {4 — you; Mg — drink; %5 — tea; if42 — or; MM — coffee.

21.1.3 Read examples in context

FREE MHEERAT .

chd huo zhé ka fei dou xing

Word guide: %5 — tea; B{# — or; MIHE — coffee; #F — both; 47 — fine.

« In the opening example, AKEMIGIERMIME. : 152 keeps the alternative
choice inside the statement of uncertainty.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

21.1.4 Know the boundary
o Compare 258 ZMIMEERFT, a statement offering acceptable options.

o Choose it 4& for an alternative question, including an embedded one, rather than
using the whole sentence’s final punctuation alone.

21.1.5 Use the distinction
o ifJE keeps the alternative choice inside the statement of uncertainty.

o Compare Z5a{ Z MIMEHERFT, a statement offering acceptable options. Choose i
42 for an alternative question, including an embedded one, rather than using the
whole sentence’s final punctuation alone.

21.1.6 Try it with help closed

You do not know which drink a guest prefers. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: F&ANHITE &S50 L MNHE .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Compare 255 Z MMEERTT, a statement offering acceptable options.

o Choose A4 for an alternative question, including an embedded one, rather than
using the whole sentence’s final punctuation alone.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.



22 Comparing similar time words

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

22.1 B PUF vs R)F vs J5k (then / after)
22.1.1 A plan’s next step differs from a later story
e You first eat and then plan to study; later you describe what actually happened.

o AR, ¥ . FERBAXEIT—H. — 5 gives the next step, while Ji5

3 introduces the later part of the account.

22.1.2 Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is PAJ§ vs #RJF vs J53k (then / after). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

SR, RIGHER.
xian chi fan ran hou shui jido
Word guide: 4 — first; W24 — eat; X7 — then; HEDE — sleep.

22.1.3 Read examples in context

JERBATES -

hou lai wo men méi qu

Word guide: 53 — later; k{1 — we; ¥% — not; % — go.

o In the opening example, 5EWAR, RIEFET . FERBNNEI T —H. : K5 gives
the next step, while J53£ introduces the later part of the account.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

22.1.4 Know the boundary
o PUJG can follow a reference event: WZIRDAJG2%>.

o A future plan does not normally use J53f to mean next; choose from temporal
relationship, not the shared English word then.

22.1.5 Use the distinction
o SRJ5 gives the next step, while J53£ introduces the later part of the account.

o PAJ5 can follow a reference event: WZMRPAJG2#>). A future plan does not normally
use Jii3€ to mean next; choose from temporal relationship, not the shared English
word then.

22.1.6 Try it with help closed

You first eat and then plan to study; later you describe what actually happened.

Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain

briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then

change one detail and try again.

One possible response: oz, A5~ JERKATIZ ] T —ik.

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e PLJ5 can follow a reference event: WA DAJG=E>.

o A future plan does not normally use J5% to mean next; choose from temporal
relationship, not the shared English word then.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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