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1 Adjectives

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

1.1 ® Adjective + T (extremely)
1.1.1 A trip receives an enthusiastic review

o A friend asks whether you enjoyed the holiday.
o XWRIATEERR T ! — The speaker gives a very strong positive evaluation.

1.1.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Adjective + T (extremely). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XANERIFHRT .
zhe ge zhi yi hdo ji le
Word guide: X4~ — this; & — idea; I — good; ;T — extremely.

1.1.3 Read examples in context
IANBETRRT !
na ge ndn hdi tdo yan ji le
Word guide: #E™ — that; B4 — boy; 77k — annoying; 2 T — extremely.
e In the opening example, XIR AT T ! : The speaker gives a very strong
positive evaluation.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

1.1.4 Know the boundary
e 7T follows an appropriate descriptive word and includes T as part of this frame.

o It can describe unpleasant feelings too, but not every adjective has a natural #z T
combination.

1.1.5 Use the distinction
o The speaker gives a very strong positive evaluation.

o %1 follows an appropriate descriptive word and includes ] as part of this frame.
It can describe unpleasant feelings too, but not every adjective has a natural £ |
combination.
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1.1.6 Try it with help closed

A friend asks whether you enjoyed the holiday. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin

response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: X{KIRFTHHL T !

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o t} T follows an appropriate descriptive word and includes T as part of this
frame.

o It can describe unpleasant feelings too, but not every adjective has a natural £
T combination.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

1.2 ® Doubling adjectives (AA / AABB)
1.2.1 A room is ready for a guest

e You describe a room that has been thoroughly tidied.
o EEFFEEH . — The repeated adjective gives a vivid description of the clean

room.

1.2.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is Doubling adjectives (AA / AABB). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

FEEHIIREERKH .

bao bao de yan jing da da de

Word guide: F5 — the baby; AR — eyes; KA — big and round.

1.2.3 Read examples in context

AT AT R TEY & £

wo widng shu shu fu fi de tang zai sha fa shang

Word guide: & — I; #H — want to; &F4FARAR — comfortably; §if — lie; ¢ — on; ¥b & I

— the sofa.

o In the opening example, AT THE & . : The repeated adjective gives a vivid
description of the clean room.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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1.2.4 Know the boundary

e T#+ can become T 14+, but this is a lexical pattern, not a rule for every
two-character adjective.

e FHH can use FHHEH Y rather than AABB. Learn attested forms.

1.2.5 Use the distinction
o The repeated adjective gives a vivid description of the clean room.

o ¥t can become T4, but this is a lexical pattern, not a rule for every two-
character adjective. 54 can use 2525 rather than AABB. Learn attested

forms.

1.2.6 Try it with help closed

You describe a room that has been thoroughly tidied. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: J5[a] T T4

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Tt can become T T4+, but this is a lexical pattern, not a rule for every

two-character adjective.
e FH can use FH[HZH | rather than AABB. Learn attested forms.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

1.3 ® Adjective + # + Verb (making an adverb)
1.3.1 A teacher reads with care

o A teacher examines an essay carefully rather than rushing through it.

o ZIMAEME TERB/ESL., — IAEH describes how the teacher read the essay.

1.3.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Adjective + #H + Verb (making an adverb).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

fERHKT -
ta gao xing de zido le
Word guide: i — he; 2% — happy; %& — smiled.
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1.3.3 Read examples in context

ZIARME TREMEI.

ldo shi rén zhen de kan le wo de zuo wén

Word guide: ZJifi — the teacher; A B — careful; & — read; KA — my; fEC — essay.

« In the opening example, ZIFAEME TREIEL. : IAEHM describes how the
teacher read the essay.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

1.3.4 Know the boundary

o The manner phrase comes before 7.
o Compare A B ZI, where [ describes the teacher, and ZITHEAEREINE, where

15 introduces an assessment of the reading.

1.3.5 Use the distinction
o TAEH describes how the teacher read the essay.

o The manner phrase comes before &. Compare A BRI, where f{J describes the
teacher, and ZIMHESARIAE, where 15 introduces an assessment of the reading.

1.3.6 Try it with help closed

A teacher examines an essay carefully rather than rushing through it. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: ZIIABME T HRIEL.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
e The manner phrase comes before 7.

o Compare A E [ ZIifi, where [¥] describes the teacher, and ZIfiH SR INE,

where 5 introduces an assessment of the reading.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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2 Adverbs

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

2.1 ® ¥ + Verb + T (again, in the past)
2.1.1 A familiar problem happens again

« A classmate arrives late today after being late previously.
o BRXGRF|T. — X marks today’s lateness as a recurrence.

2.1.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is X_+ Verb + T (again, in the past). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HRIGRB]T .
ni you chi dao le
Word guide: fj — you; ¥ — again; iR%l| — late.

2.1.3 Read examples in context

NXTWT!

you wid yu le

Word guide: X — again; N[ — rain.

o In the opening example, /RXIBB] T . : ¥ marks today’s lateness as a recurrence.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

2.1.4 Know the boundary

e This finished-event example uses |, but X is not confined to past events.

e RN ZEM— 7T anticipates a known recurrence; ¥ ¥ ANHI1iE uses another
meaning. Choose from the whole sentence.

2.1.5 Use the distinction
o X marks today’s lateness as a recurrence.

o This finished-event example uses |, but ¥ is not confined to past events. HK
NSEEW—T anticipates a known recurrence; & X AHI1E uses another meaning.
Choose from the whole sentence.
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2.1.6 Try it with help closed

A classmate arrives late today after being late previously. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: R XiR%| T,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This finished-event example uses |, but X is not confined to past events.

o B RN EEM— 7T anticipates a known recurrence; F& X ANFIiE uses another

meaning. Choose from the whole sentence.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

2.2 ® —F (all along, continuously)
2.2.1 Waiting lasts through a time span

e You wait throughout the morning for news.
e B—BEFSREINEE . — —H describes the continuing wait across that span.

2.2.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is —H. (all along, continuously). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

R—ERERRK.
wo yi zhi hen xi huan ni
Word guide: 3¢ — I; —H — all along; f§ — very; EK — like; /| — you.

2.2.3 Read examples in context

« In the opening example, R—EHFLHRBEIIE S . : —H describes the continuing
wait across that span.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

2.2.4 Know the boundary
e —H also describes enduring habits or a spatial direction, such as —E{EHIE.

e It need not mean continuous physical activity every second: F— H = W5 %k
describes a lasting preference.
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2.2.5 Use the distinction
o —H describes the continuing wait across that span.

e« —H also describes enduring habits or a spatial direction, such as — .4 Hi iE.
It need not mean continuous physical activity every second: I — B = W 5K
describes a lasting preference.

2.2.6 Try it with help closed

You wait throughout the morning for news. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: F—HIEZEVRITEE. .
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o — also describes enduring habits or a spatial direction, such as —E {1 HiE.

o It need not mean continuous physical activity every second: F&—H = & %
describes a lasting preference.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

2.3 8 B R (always — a habit)

2.3.1 A classmate is usually late

o A classmate arrives late often enough for you to describe it as a habit.
o BB RIRE . — M2 generalises a recurring pattern of lateness.

2.3.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is B (always — a habit). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

f BB .

ta zong shi chi dao

Word guide: it — he; B2 — always; R F| — late.
2.3.3 Read examples in context

« In the opening example, BB ERH|. : 2 generalises a recurring pattern of
lateness.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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2.3.4 Know the boundary

e EJ2 can sound critical here; it is not automatically neutral.

o Adjectives often take {8, but fili 5 J2{T" is possible. A recurring habit is a speaker’s
generalisation, not a measured guarantee of no exception.

2.3.5 Use the distinction

o HiJZ generalises a recurring pattern of lateness.

o M J& can sound critical here; it is not automatically neutral. Adjectives often take
1R, but il 5 /21" is possible. A recurring habit is a speaker’s generalisation, not a
measured guarantee of no exception.

2.3.6 Try it with help closed

A classmate arrives late often enough for you to describe it as a habit. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: il 2R 2,

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
BLJE can sound critical here; it is not automatically neutral.

Adjectives often take 2, but il g /&7 is possible. A recurring habit is a
speaker’s generalisation, not a measured guarantee of no exception.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

2.4 B &F (finally, at last)
2.4.1 A long wait finally ends

o After waiting for a friend, you see the friend arrive.
o RATIT! — 4T presents arrival as the endpoint of a wait.

2.4.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is &F (finally, at last). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HRELTHT!

ni zhong yi dao le
Word guide: R — you; Z&F — finally; %] — arrived.
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2.4.3 Read examples in context

« In the opening example, JRETFB| T ! : & T presents arrival as the endpoint of a
wait.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

2.4.4 Know the boundary

o Finally need not be a happy result: fBZ&Fif 2R T can mark an eventual
failure.

e 1 often occurs with completed events, but Z T B4 T and & T Gewg M7 TAE
show different predicate shapes.

2.4.5 Use the distinction
o Z&-F presents arrival as the endpoint of a wait.

o Finally need not be a happy result: fBZ&Fif 2RI T can mark an eventual

failure. 7 often occurs with completed events, but ZFHH [ T and &AT Heng il
3. TAE show different predicate shapes.

2.4.6 Try it with help closed

After waiting for a friend, you see the friend arrive. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: {RZT-F| 7!

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Finally need not be a happy result: BT iR Z R T can mark an eventual
failure.

e 1 often occurs with completed events, but ZFH{H T and LT HEW T TAE
show different predicate shapes.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

2.5 B JI5F (nearly, almost)
2.5.1 Check an almost-full group

o Most of a class have phones, but a few do not.

o JLEFEBANMAFBEFHL. — JLF makes the claim almost universal rather than fully

universal.
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2.5.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is JL3F (nearly, almost). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

JLFENAEBEFHL
ji hu méi ge rén dou you shou ji
Word guide: JL*F — almost; - A\ — everyone; #} — all; 5 — has; T4 — a phone.

2.5.3 Read examples in context
o In the opening example, JLEFEANAEE FHL. : JLF makes the claim almost
universal rather than fully universal.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

2.5.4 Know the boundary
o JLF can also precede an event without #f or a negative, as in FJLF5ET .
o Keep the scope clear: JLEHERANE is almost all know, while JLEAHIIE is hardly

know.

2.5.5 Use the distinction
o JL°F makes the claim almost universal rather than fully universal.

e JLF can also precede an event without [ or a negative, as in FJLFE5 T . Keep
the scope clear: JLFHRHIIE is almost all know, while JLEAHIE is hardly know.

2.5.6 Try it with help closed

Most of a class have phones, but a few do not. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: JLF& ANEA FAHL.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o JL*F can also precede an event without #f or a negative, as in FJL 5T .

o Keep the scope clear: JLEHARFIIE is almost all know, while JL3EAHIE is hardly

know.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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2.6 ® 1 (only)

2.6.1 State the limit of a family’s size

e You have one older brother and no other older brothers.

e RAF—A1EFEF. — H limits the number of older brothers to one.

2.6.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is H (only). Locate it in the original interlinear examples
below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REE—NEH -

wo zhi you yi ge ge ge

Word guide: ¢ — I; H — only; 5 — have; —/~ — one; Ejaf — older brother.
2.6.3 Read examples in context

o In the opening example, & HA—AFFF. : H limits the number of older brothers
to one.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

2.6.4 Know the boundary
o In this frame H precedes £, but its scope is supplied by the predicate and context.

o HAMh%IIE means only he knows; do not turn the common position into a claim
that H always limits the verb’s action alone.

2.6.5 Use the distinction
e H limits the number of older brothers to one.

o In this frame H precedes 45, but its scope is supplied by the predicate and context.
HAMBHIIE means only he knows; do not turn the common position into a claim
that H always limits the verb’s action alone.
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2.6.6 Try it with help closed

You have one older brother and no other older brothers. Close the examples. Say

a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: ¥ H G — & Ef.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o In this frame H precedes 45, but its scope is supplied by the predicate and
context.

o HAMhJN3E means only he knows; do not turn the common position into a claim
that H always limits the verb’s action alone.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

2.7 ® Duration + ¥ + Verb + T (how long you haven’t ...)
2.7.1 Friends meet after a long gap

o Two friends have not met for ten years and are now greeting each other.

e RINBZLTEBRNT. — 14 measures the period with no meeting.

2.7.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is Duration + ¥ + Verb + T (how long you
haven’t ...). Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RINBEETHFEBERLT .
wo men yi jing shi nian méi jian le
Word guide: FA] — we; EL4 — already; +4F — ten years; % — haven’t; I, — met.

2.7.3 Read examples in context

 In the opening example, BAIEZ+EE N T . : T4 measures the period with

no meeting.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

2.7.4 Know the boundary

o Compare AT WEIR T W/, where the duration follows the completed talk-
ing.

e Final 7 marks the current relevance of the gap; this greeting does not promise
that the gap will continue after the reunion.

HSK 3 Grammar e Chinese grammar - bilingual edition



2.7.5 Use the distinction

o 14F measures the period with no meeting.

o Compare AT ULHER T W/, where the duration follows the completed talk-
ing. Final T marks the current relevance of the gap; this greeting does not promise
that the gap will continue after the reunion.

2.7.6 Try it with help closed

Two friends have not met for ten years and are now greeting each other. Close the

examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in

English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one

detail and try again.

One possible response: I 14 T4ERLT .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Compare FA7ULTHEIR T B>/, where the duration follows the completed
talking.

o Final T marks the current relevance of the gap; this greeting does not promise
that the gap will continue after the reunion.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

2.8 ® Time + 7 (not until — lateness)
2.8.1 Arrival feels late against a schedule

e You expected to be home by eight, but arrived at eleven.
e BT—EABIFE. — 4 evaluates the eleven-o’clock arrival as late in this context.

2.8.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Time + 4 (not until — lateness). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RERT—RABK.

wo zud tian shi yi dian cdi dao jia

Word guide: F — I; WEK — yesterday; +— i — eleven o’clock; 4 — not until; |5 —
got home.

2.8.3 Read examples in context
« In the opening example, B+—BEABIFK. : 4 evaluates the eleven-o’clock arrival
as late in this context.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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2.8.4 Know the boundary
o The expectation is essential; eleven is not intrinsically late for every schedule.

o Time+ 7 often omits T in basic examples, but do not extend that tendency to a
ban on all constructions with 7~ and 7 .

2.8.5 Use the distinction
o 4 evaluates the eleven-o’clock arrival as late in this context.

o The expectation is essential; eleven is not intrinsically late for every schedule.
Time+ 7 often omits T in basic examples, but do not extend that tendency to a
ban on all constructions with 74~ and 7T .

2.8.6 Try it with help closed

You expected to be home by eight, but arrived at eleven. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: F|+—fi A4 3| %K,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The expectation is essential; eleven is not intrinsically late for every schedule.

o Time+ 7 often omits ] in basic examples, but do not extend that tendency to

a ban on all constructions with 7~ and 7.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

29 84 | H.. (first ..., then ...)
2.9.1 A meal has an order of actions

» Before eating, someone tells you to wash your hands.
o EWFE, M. — The instruction puts washing before eating.

2.9.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is #g ... , B ... (first ..., then ...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

ST, FHZ.
xian xi shou zai chi
Word guide: 4 — first; %tF — wash hands; , F — then; Iz — eat.
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2.9.3 Read examples in context

o In the opening example, Je¥EF, BIZMM. : The instruction puts washing before
eating.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

2.9.4 Know the boundary
o F¥ links the second step; it does not require a second meal.

o The sentence specifies order but not the exact delay between actions. #XJ5 can
link later steps too.

2.9.5 Use the distinction
o The instruction puts washing before eating.

o i links the second step; it does not require a second meal. The sentence specifies
order but not the exact delay between actions. #XJ5 can link later steps too.

2.9.6 Try it with help closed

Before eating, someone tells you to wash your hands. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: JcitTF, FHZI

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o ¥ links the second step; it does not require a second meal.

o The sentence specifies order but not the exact delay between actions. #XJ5 can
link later steps too.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

2.10 ® —jf ... —3f1 ... (doing two things at once)
2.10.1 Two activities overlap

e You listen to music while preparing a meal.

. ﬁ—‘ﬁl{ﬁf(ﬁ, —iFE K. — The two activities overlap in time.

2.10.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is —3#1 ... —3f1 ... (doing two things at once). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REHE—HYR, —HEK.
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wo chdng chdang yi bian xi zdo yi bian chang gé
Word guide: 3% — I; 5 — often; —il1 — while; P — showering; IEHKX — sing.

2.10.3 Read examples in context

o In the opening example, F—MER, —HITFF R, : The two activities overlap in
time.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

2.10.4 Know the boundary
o This does not mean every small movement occurs at exactly the same instant.

o —iI%E—i15 can describe overlapping reactions without claiming deliberate con-
trol over both; do not impose intention as a universal condition.

2.10.5 Use the distinction
e The two activities overlap in time.

o This does not mean every small movement occurs at exactly the same instant. —
—i15% can describe overlapping reactions without claiming deliberate control
over both; do not impose intention as a universal condition.

2.10.6 Try it with help closed

You listen to music while preparing a meal. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: F—ilfiiik, —HWE %K.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e This does not mean every small movement occurs at exactly the same instant.

o — 1% —31% can describe overlapping reactions without claiming deliberate
control over both; do not impose intention as a universal condition.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

2.11 ® ER (always — a complaint)
2.11.1 A complaint names a recurring interruption

o A friend keeps interrupting you during conversations.
o WREALAEZRITHIIR? — ZJ& presents the repeated interruption with frustration.

2.11.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is 4 (always — a complaint). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.
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o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

PREBLERIBE?
ni zén me lao shi chi dao
Word guide: R — you; [E4 — why; & — always; iIRE| — late.

2.11.3 Read examples in context
+ In the opening example, {REZZRITHIR? : %2 presents the repeated inter-
ruption with frustration.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

2.11.4 Know the boundary

o ZJ2& often occurs in complaints but is not forbidden with positive predicates: fth
H 2 HEF can express appreciation in context.

o MJE can also be used critically.

2.11.5 Use the distinction
o & & presents the repeated interruption with frustration.

o 22 often occurs in complaints but is not forbidden with positive predicates: il
H 2 HEF can express appreciation in context. L& can also be used critically.

2.11.6 Try it with help closed

A friend keeps interrupting you during conversations. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: {}/E 24 ZEFTHE?

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o ZJ2 often occurs in complaints but is not forbidden with positive predicates: fth
H 2 HEF can express appreciation in context.

o JJZ can also be used critically.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

2.12 ® 7 4+ Number (only — a small amount)
2.12.1 A fare seems surprisingly small

* You expected a ticket to cost more than twenty yuan.

o XHKEEA—+3IHR, — A presents the price as only twenty yuan against that expec-
tation.
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2.12.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is #* + Number (only — a small amount). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

WA 27
ni cai er shi sui
Word guide: ¥} — you; A — only; — 1% — twenty.

2.12.3 Read examples in context
« In the opening example, XJKEA —F, : 74 presents the price as only twenty
yuan against that expectation.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

2.12.4 Know the boundary
e The price is a small amount from the speaker’s viewpoint.

o —THLAMWE instead means only twenty yuan is sufficient; word position and pred-
icate change the scope.

2.12.5 Use the distinction
o " presents the price as only twenty yuan against that expectation.

e The price is a small amount from the speaker’s viewpoint. — 1+t 4 % instead
means only twenty yuan is sufficient; word position and predicate change the scope.

2.12.6 Try it with help closed

You expected a ticket to cost more than twenty yuan. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: X ikE A —+He,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The price is a small amount from the speaker’s viewpoint.

o 1AM instead means only twenty yuan is sufficient; word position and
predicate change the scope.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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3 Adverbs with Adjectives

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

3.1 ® X4 /4 + Adjective (so ...)
3.1.1 A coat’s price surprises a buyer

e You look at a coat’s price and find it much higher than expected.
o XHXRIRELX2R? — The buyer reacts to the surprisingly high price.

3.1.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is X4 / #4 + Adjective (so ...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

SREAXLET?
jin tian zén me zheé me léng
Word guide: 4K — today; JE4 — how come; X4 — so; & — cold.

3.1.3 Read examples in context

HIRLHEH, —EEE.

ni nd me cong ming yi ding néng cai dao

Word guide: R — you; A — so; BRBH — clever; , —% — surely; & — can; fF %] —

guess it.

« In the opening example, XK EAXAH? : The buyer reacts to the surpris-
ingly high price.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

3.1.4 Know the boundary
e X often points to a degree currently in focus.

o R4 can refer to a degree already mentioned; the distinction is not a literal distance
measurement for every use.

3.1.5 Use the distinction
o The buyer reacts to the surprisingly high price.

e X2 often points to a degree currently in focus. HF4 can refer to a degree already
mentioned; the distinction is not a literal distance measurement for every use.
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3.1.6 Try it with help closed

You look at a coat’s price and find it much higher than expected. Close the examples.

Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what

the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: XA IR E AKX AT?

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e X often points to a degree currently in focus.

o A4 can refer to a degree already mentioned; the distinction is not a literal
distance measurement for every use.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

3.2 AP /F B —%E (the same as)
3.2.1 Compare the size of two homes

e Two homes have the same size, but their colours and locations differ.
o REBWRF—FEK. — The comparison asserts equality of size.

3.2.2 Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is A Bg / il B —# (the same as). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

WRBRE—HEK.
ni jia gen wo jia yi yang da
Word guide: #RZ — your home; f§ — as; F&FE — my home; —Ff — the same; K — big.

3.2.3 Read examples in context

BRI LA,

Béi jing de tian qi hé Shang hdi bu yi yang

Word guide: b5 — Beijing; K<, — weather; #ll — and; [ ## — Shanghai; AN — not; —

#£ — the same.

o In the opening example, REIBIFE —BEK . : The comparison asserts equality of
size.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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3.2.4 Know the boundary
o —FfK names the compared property.

o It does not claim that the homes are identical in every feature. FR and F both
work in this comparison.

3.2.5 Use the distinction
o The comparison asserts equality of size.

o —FE K names the compared property. It does not claim that the homes are identical
in every feature. §{ and F1 both work in this comparison.

3.2.6 Try it with help closed

Two homes have the same size, but their colours and locations differ. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: {RFEIRFKE—FEK,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o —F£K names the compared property.

o It does not claim that the homes are identical in every feature. f§ and F1 both
work in this comparison.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

3.3 8 Y .. X .. (both .. and ...)
3.3.1 A product has a benefit and a drawback

o A phone is expensive, but useful and attractive.

o EXFFHLXHEXIFH. — The speaker combines two qualities of the same phone.

3.3.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is X ... ¥ ... (both ... and ...). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BXANBFNRAF.
zheé ge fang zi you da you lidng

Word guide: X~ — this; 5 — house; ¥ — both; & — big; ¥ - and; »% — bright.
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3.3.3 Read examples in context

12X R PRI S5 SURENE o

zhe li de ka fei you gui you ndn he

Word guide: X5 — here; IIME — coffee; X — both; i — expensive; ¥ — and; Y& —

bad-tasting.

 In the opening example, XEPFHLX R XIFH . : The speaker combines two qual-
ities of the same phone.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

3.3.4 Know the boundary

o M .. X .. often groups similarly valued qualities, but mixed evaluations such as
N5 XU are possible.

o It can also link actions, as in M8 M #k; use —3if1 .. —3il1 .. when ongoing simul-
taneity is the focus.

3.3.5 Use the distinction
e The speaker combines two qualities of the same phone.

o M .. X .. often groups similarly valued qualities, but mixed evaluations such as
Tt NI are possible. It can also link actions, as in MM X Bk; use —i1 .. —i&1
.. when ongoing simultaneity is the focus.

3.3.6 Try it with help closed

A phone is expensive, but useful and attractive. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. FExplain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: X#FHL 5 I .
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o M .. X ..often groups similarly valued qualities, but mixed evaluations such as
N5t XA H are possible.

o It can also link actions, as in XM X #k; use —ill .. —3ill .. when ongoing
simultaneity is the focus.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

3.4 ® Subject + HI + Adjective (fairly, rather)
3.4.1 Choose a relatively easy question
o Compared with the other questions, this one seems fairly easy.

o XAEBMILBMRIB., — LI gives a relative or qualified evaluation of simplicity.
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3.4.2 Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is Subject + H¥ + Adjective (fairly, rather).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XA R HE B R R
zhe ge wen ti bi jiao jian dan
Word guide: X~ — this; A/ — question; ¢ — fairly; fij i — simple.

3.4.3 Read examples in context

BB E R AR .

wo bt jiao xi huan zuo di tié

Word guide: 3¢ — I; H# — rather; =K — prefer; At — taking; #ik — the subway.

« In the opening example, XA EBHB R B, : LI gives a relative or qualified
evaluation of simplicity.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

3.4.4 Know the boundary
o H# can imply a comparison without naming its standard.

o 1§ with an adjective can simply make a natural predicate, not always a strong very;
do not build a fixed intensity ranking from the English translations.

3.4.5 Use the distinction

o # gives a relative or qualified evaluation of simplicity.

o ¥ can imply a comparison without naming its standard. f with an adjective
can simply make a natural predicate, not always a strong very; do not build a fixed
intensity ranking from the English translations.
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3.4.6 Try it with help closed

Compared with the other questions, this one seems fairly easy. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: X f] & H 455 7] B .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o 4 can imply a comparison without naming its standard.

o {8 with an adjective can simply make a natural predicate, not always a strong
very; do not build a fixed intensity ranking from the English translations.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

3.5 ® £ 4+ Adjective + B! (how ...!)
3.5.1 Admire a friend’s skill

o A child solves a difficult puzzle quickly and you praise the achievement.

o R JLLEEHHM! — ZHENHAWT expresses admiration rather than asking for a

measurement.

3.5.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is 2 + Adjective + Bi! (how ...!). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

A2 L2 B B R !

ni nu ér duo cong ming a

Word guide: R — your; %)L, — daughter; £ — how; BB — clever.

3.5.3 Read examples in context

—PAZBHF!

yi ge rén duo hdo

Word guide: —/~ A\ — on your own; £ — how; #f — nice.

o In the opening example, #R4c JLEZEEBAMI! : ZHEHHI expresses admiration rather
than asking for a measurement.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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3.5.4 Know the boundary
e I is common in this exclamation, not compulsory in every exclamatory use of £.
o ZUf! is possible. Compare #RZZK? , which genuinely asks about age.

3.5.5 Use the distinction

o ZINHHI expresses admiration rather than asking for a measurement.
e I is common in this exclamation, not compulsory in every exclamatory use of 5.
Z 4! is possible. Compare £ K? , which genuinely asks about age.

3.5.6 Try it with help closed

A child solves a difficult puzzle quickly and you praise the achievement. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: {572z )22 BRI !

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o il is common in this exclamation, not compulsory in every exclamatory use of
£.

o ZUF! is possible. Compare /KZ K7 , which genuinely asks about age.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

3.6 ® Adjective + B + Noun (describing a noun)
3.6.1 Ask for the cold drink

e Two drinks are available, one cold and one hot.
o RELH. — 1 selects the cold one from the understood drinks.

3.6.2 Build the form
e The pattern in this lesson is Adjective + HJ + Noun (describing a noun).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BHEBIL
pido liang de nu hdir
Word guide: 2% — beautiful; 2% JL — girl.

3.6.3 Read examples in context

RERHIE R R ?
ni yao leng de hdi shi re de
Word guide: R — you; 2 — want; & — cold; iA4& — or; # — hot.
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o In the opening example, FEEEH] . : 311 selects the cold one from the understood
drinks.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

3.6.4 Know the boundary
e The understood noun can be omitted after 1.

o Descriptive modifiers often use F{, but established compounds such as B % i) 51
or FrE/K H show that syllable count alone does not impose an absolute rule.

3.6.5 Use the distinction
o &1 selects the cold one from the understood drinks.

e The understood noun can be omitted after f{J. Descriptive modifiers often use FJ,
but established compounds such as F 318 or /K H: show that syllable count
alone does not impose an absolute rule.

3.6.6 Try it with help closed

Two drinks are available, one cold and one hot. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: K24 .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The understood noun can be omitted after [{].

o Descriptive modifiers often use [, but established compounds such as B2 [i] #i
or itk B show that syllable count alone does not impose an absolute rule.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

HSK 3 Grammar e Chinese grammar - bilingual edition



4 Conjunctions

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

4.1 ® A 5i# B (or — in statements)
4.1.1 A statement offers two acceptable drinks

» You say either tea or coffee is acceptable.

o A EMIMERRST. — B{ presents alternatives in a statement.

4.1.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is A B;# B (or — in statements). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RIFZETE I
wo he chd huo zhé ka fei

Word guide: 3¢ — I; Mg — drink; 4% — tea; B — or; IIME — coffee.

4.1.3 Read examples in context
o In the opening example, ZXEEWIMEERFT. : 5{# presents alternatives in a state-

ment.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

4.1.4 Know the boundary
o For a direct alternative question use ifii&: VRIS ZMIME? .
o A yes-or-no question can contain ¥, as in Z55{E MIMEASA] PANG? ; questions are

not all the same type.
4.1.5 Use the distinction

o 1 presents alternatives in a statement.
 For a direct alternative question use it 4&: YRMEZIAZMIME? . A yes-or-no question
can contain B3, as in Z5a F MMMEER AT PARS? ; questions are not all the same type.
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4.1.6 Try it with help closed

You say either tea or coffee is acceptable. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: 355 E MIMEER T -
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o For a direct alternative question use if42: VRIEGZSIAZMIHE? .

e A yes-or-no question can contain {3, as in Zxa{F MIMEES AT PAIL? ; questions
are not all the same type.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

4.2 ® JPRA ... (then / in that case)
4.2.1 A reply follows a new piece of information

o A friend says everything is ready, so you suggest leaving.
o FRABRAIFEM., — HF4 introduces a response based on what was just said.

4.2.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is HFA ... (then / in that case). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

IABATEM

na me wo men zou ba
Word guide: #F4 — then; FA] — we; £ — go.

4.2.3 Read examples in context

e In the opening example, IBAFRMIFEM. : HF A introduces a response based on
what was just said.

« Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

4.2.4 Know the boundary

o This use means in that case, not degree as in A4 5.

o It does not itself indicate an exact future time; AFFATEM is a common shorter
reply.
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4.2.5 Use the distinction
o 4 introduces a response based on what was just said.

« This use means in that case, not degree as in H A 5. It does not itself indicate an
exact future time; HFFATEM is a common shorter reply.

4.2.6 Try it with help closed

A friend says everything is ready, so you suggest leaving. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: A4 FATENTE.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This use means in that case, not degree as in ABA 5.

o It does not itself indicate an exact future time; AFFATENM is a common shorter
reply.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

4.3 B 8 4 Person + Verb (with someone)
4.3.1 A conversation has a partner

e You talk with a friend rather than talk only about the friend.
o« REBHAMRE. - MK identifies the conversation partner.

4.3.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Jg + Person + Verb (with someone). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REBPIAZIIRK -
wo gen péng you lido tian

Word guide: & — I; fR — with; & — friends; JjIK — chat.

4.3.3 Read examples in context
« In the opening example, TEBAHAWIEK. : IEAH /K identifies the conversation part-

ner.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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4.3.4 Know the boundary

o XTHIAKIED means a topic about friends.
o [ in this use can often be replaced by #l; another f in R means follow
him, a different construction.

4.3.5 Use the distinction
o IRAHK identifies the conversation partner.

o XTHIAKITE D means a topic about friends. B in this use can often be replaced
by F1; another R in JRZFEME means follow him, a different construction.

4.3.6 Try it with help closed

You talk with a friend rather than talk only about the friend. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: FHRALABIK .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o KTHIAMLES means a topic about friends.

o P} in this use can often be replaced by Fl; another §} in JR#FH M means follow

him, a different construction.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

4.4 8 A ;&RR B? (or — in questions)
4.4.1 A direct choice question asks for an option

e You ask a guest which of two drinks they prefer.
o WRIBZSARIMME? - 1A 42 connects the alternatives the guest should choose between.

4.4.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is A #j& B? (or — in questions). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HRUE AT R Wil ?
ni he cha hai shi ka fei
Word guide: 4} — you; Mg — drink; Z% — tea; A2 — or; IIME — coffee.
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4.4.3 Read examples in context

 In the opening example, RIGIFRBEMME? : £ 2 connects the alternatives the
guest should choose between.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

4.4.4 Know the boundary

o This is an alternative question, so no final % is needed in the basic frame.

o A also means still or had better in other uses; punctuation alone cannot deter-
mine every meaning.

4.4.5 Use the distinction

e ifJE connects the alternatives the guest should choose between.

o This is an alternative question, so no final "% is needed in the basic frame. 2
also means still or had better in other uses; punctuation alone cannot determine
every meaning.
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4.4.6 Try it with help closed

You ask a guest which of two drinks they prefer. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: {RIEZiAEMIHE?

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

This is an alternative question, so no final 14 is needed in the basic frame.

it 42 also means still or had better in other uses; punctuation alone cannot
determine every meaning.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.



5 Nouns

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

5.1 ® Time / Verb + PAHj (before ...)
5.1.1 A deadline comes before a named time

¢ You ask a friend to return before three o’clock.

o =EPABIMEIR. — The return should happen before the stated three-o’clock bound-
ary.

5.1.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is Time / Verb + PAHI (before ...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

=R DABTE K .
san didn yi qidn hui lai

Word guide: = 5 — three o’clock; PAH[ — before; [A]3% — come back.

5.1.3 Read examples in context

FEEE B A IR 2T -

shut jiao yi qian shua yd

Word guide: % — sleep; AR — before; Fill - — brush teeth.

 In the opening example, = K PARIEIE . : The return should happen before the
stated three-o’clock boundary.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

5.1.4 Know the boundary
o DAHE( follows its reference time or action.

o W PAHTI A places brushing before sleeping, not after it; separate a deadline
from a duration.

5.1.5 Use the distinction
e The return should happen before the stated three-o’clock boundary.

o DAHT follows its reference time or action. [E%: AR 4 places brushing before
sleeping, not after it; separate a deadline from a duration.
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5.1.6 Try it with help closed

You ask a friend to return before three o’clock. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin

response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: = fi PAF A5,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o DAH] follows its reference time or action.

o [HEYWC PARTII A places brushing before sleeping, not after it; separate a deadline
from a duration.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

5.2 B DIEf, ... (in the past, ...)
5.2.1 An earlier home differs from a current one

e You explain that you used to live in Beijing but now live elsewhere.
o ABIRAMAELEILIE. — PART introduces an earlier period of residence.

5.2.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is PAHf, ... (in the past, ...). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

AR, BAFEILIR.
Yyl qidn wo zhu zai Béi jing
Word guide: PAH[ — in the past; 3 — I; {12 — live; #F — in; 5T — Beijing.

5.2.3 Read examples in context
e In the opening example, PAETBRAEFEILIL. : PAH] introduces an earlier period of

residence.

« Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

5.2.4 Know the boundary
e The current contrast comes from context.

o The sentence alone need not tell us the exact dates or all later homes. Compare
= PAHI, where PAH] follows a specific reference point.
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5.2.5 Use the distinction

e PAHJ introduces an earlier period of residence.

e The current contrast comes from context. The sentence alone need not tell us the
exact dates or all later homes. Compare = 5 PAH], where PAH] follows a specific
reference point.

5.2.6 Try it with help closed

You explain that you used to live in Beijing but now live elsewhere. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: PAFIFAFLEILE .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The current contrast comes from context.

o The sentence alone need not tell us the exact dates or all later homes. Compare

=S PAET, where DAY follows a specific reference point.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

5.3 B R4 (a moment ago)
5.3.1 A friend asks you to repeat the earlier news

* You did not hear a friend’s last sentence clearly.
o WRAIABIATFAT? — KIA asks about speech in the recent past.

5.3.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is FJZ" (a moment ago). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

Sl i
gang cai ta lai le
Word guide: M4 — a moment ago; i — he; 3¢ — come.

5.3.3 Read examples in context

WRRIA BA-A7
ni gang cdi shuo shén me
Word guide: #i — you; NI|4" — a moment ago; ij}i — say; {4 — what.

« In the opening example, #REWIAPEAHAT : W4 asks about speech in the recent
past.
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o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

5.3.4 Know the boundary

o NIA is a time expression: WA fAEiX )L and BRI A FEX JL both work.
o It can describe a state or a negated action, as in WA VW IL; T is not compulsory.

5.3.5 Use the distinction

o R4 asks about speech in the recent past.

e WA is a time expression: N A fthfEX JL and K| A FEiX JL both work. It can
describe a state or a negated action, as in WA Wt UL; T is not compulsory.

5.3.6 Try it with help closed

You did not hear a friend’s last sentence clearly. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: {RR|A 147

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

NI 4" is a time expression: WA fFEiX JL and K] A4 7E3X 1L both work.

It can describe a state or a negated action, as in NI A& Wt IiL; T is not compul-
sory.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

5.4 ® Time / Verb + Bf (when ...)

5.4.1 Attach an event to a time

¢ You reached a friend’s home when the friend was out.
o BEHF, fAFE. — I ties the absence to the time of your arrival.

5.4.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is Time / Verb + B} (when ...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

TR}, MATE.
wo las shi ta bu zail

Word guide: & — I; 3¢ — come; B} — when; fth — he; A~ — not; Z£ — be in.
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5.4.3 Read examples in context
o In the opening example, IFH}, MAFE. : B} ties the absence to the time of your
arrival.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

5.4.4 Know the boundary
o i} is a shorter, often more formal version of [{JHHE.

o It can also occur in a future instruction, as in R H}457FF; it does not itself
supply past tense.

5.4.5 Use the distinction
o [} ties the absence to the time of your arrival.

o [} is a shorter, often more formal version of FJHE. It can also occur in a future
instruction, as in fRFHFEFFR; it does not itself supply past tense.

5.4.6 Try it with help closed

You reached a friend’s home when the friend was out. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: F3&H}, fiATE,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o M is a shorter, often more formal version of F¢H{i.

o It can also occur in a future instruction, as in {REH45 53 it does not itself

supply past tense.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

5.5 B PLJ5 (after / in the future)
5.5.1 Class ends before the trip home

e You plan to go home after class.
o FHRPAJGEIZE. - Class ending is the reference point before going home.

5.5.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is PAJ§ (after / in the future). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

NG, BAELEI.
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yi hou wo zidng dang ldo shi

Word guide: PAJ5 — in the future; 3 — I; 8 — want; 24 — be; Zifi — teacher.

5.5.3 Read examples in context
TRUEEZR.
xia ke yi hou hut jia
Word guide: N — finish class; PAJ5 — after; [B]5% — go home.
e In the opening example, FHREPAJGHEIZ . : Class ending is the reference point before
going home.
o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

5.5.4 Know the boundary
o DAJ5 may relate two past events too: ERNVPAG, T _E#E

e Alone, PAJ5 often means in the future; after a reference event it means after that
event.

5.5.5 Use the distinction

o (lass ending is the reference point before going home.

o PAJ5 may relate two past events too: ¥V PANG, FKE T L. Alone, PAJT often

means in the future; after a reference event it means after that event.

5.5.6 Try it with help closed

You plan to go home after class. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: [N ifPAG RIS .
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o PAJ5 may relate two past events too: VDA, FeT Fi

o Alone, PAJF often means in the future; after a reference event it means after that
event.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

5.6 B . | J5% ... (afterwards / later — past)
5.6.1 A past story has a later turn

* You tell someone that you visited Beijing and later visited Shanghai.

o SR TIURE, BHRETEW. - )53k links the later part of the past story to the

earlier visit.
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5.6.2 Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is ... , J§3# ... (afterwards / later — past). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REETIR, FRET LE.

wo xian qu le Béi jing hou lai qu le Shang hai

Word guide: & — I; 4 — first; % — go; JLIE — Beijing; J5% — later; & — go; ¥ —
Shanghai.

5.6.3 Read examples in context

 In the opening example, J6XT I, FERET E¥E. : J53K links the later part

of the past story to the earlier visit.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

5.6.4 Know the boundary
o For a future plan prefer X5 or PAJ5.

o Later does not require immediate succession; )5 can cover a gap whose length
the sentence leaves unspecified.

5.6.5 Use the distinction

e J53k links the later part of the past story to the earlier visit.

o For a future plan prefer 4% J5 or PAJ5. Later does not require immediate succession;
JG ¥ can cover a gap whose length the sentence leaves unspecified.

5.6.6 Try it with help closed

You tell someone that you visited Beijing and later visited Shanghai. Close the

examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in

English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one

detail and try again.

One possible response: Jt& T4, JGHRET L.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o For a future plan prefer X5 or PAJ5.

o Later does not require immediate succession; 5% can cover a gap whose length
the sentence leaves unspecified.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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6 Numbers

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

6.1 ® Approximating with sequential numbers
6.1.1 An estimate differs from a sum

* You did not count the visitors exactly but saw roughly five or six.
e RTHATMA. — H estimates about five or six people.

6.1.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Approximating with sequential numbers. Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RTHRANA.
ldi le wi liv ge rén
Word guide: 3 — come; F.75 — five or six; 4~ — (measure word); A — people.

6.1.3 Read examples in context

XJLE LS.

zhér you shi ji ben shu

Word guide: iX JL — here; & — have; - JL — ten-something; 4% — (measure word); 43
— book.

o In the opening example, SR T I AL : TL7N estimates about five or six people.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

6.1.4 Know the boundary

o Adjacent-number estimates are not addition: F.7% is not eleven.

o The common estimate B =~ uses . Learn established forms instead of concate-
nating any pair of numerals.

6.1.5 Use the distinction
o TL7N estimates about five or six people.

e Adjacent-number estimates are not addition: F.7N is not eleven. The common
estimate W =~ uses . Learn established forms instead of concatenating any
pair of numerals.
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6.1.6 Try it with help closed

You did not count the visitors exactly but saw roughly five or six. Close the exam-
ples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English
what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail
and try again.

One possible response: 7 fL/5 A

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Adjacent-number estimates are not addition: 717~ is not eleven.

e The common estimate W = uses . Learn established forms instead of con-
catenating any pair of numerals.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

6.2 ® Big numbers: Jj / 1&
6.2.1 Convert a large population by groups of four digits

o A city has ten million residents in this invented example.

o XMW E—FHAN. — —TH equals 1,000 groups of 10,000, or 10,000,000.

6.2.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is Big numbers: J / 4Z. Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XA —T A

zhé ge chéng shi you yi qian wan rén

Word guide: iX — this; /> — (measure word); KT — city; 5 — have; —TFJj — ten
million; A — people.

6.2.3 Read examples in context

o In the opening example, XA H —F H AN, : —TH equals 1,000 groups of
10,000, or 10,000,000.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

6.2.4 Know the boundary
e Jj is 10,000 and £ is 100,000,000.

o —H{Jj is 1,000,000; read the multiplier and unit together instead of importing
English three-digit grouping.
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6.2.5 Use the distinction
o —TJ7 equals 1,000 groups of 10,000, or 10,000,000.

e Ji is 10,000 and 4Z is 100,000,000. —H J7 is 1,000,000; read the multiplier and
unit together instead of importing English three-digit grouping.

6.2.6 Try it with help closed

A city has ten million residents in this invented example. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: X MKTiA—T A

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e Jj is 10,000 and 4Z is 100,000,000.

e —HJ7 is 1,000,000; read the multiplier and unit together instead of importing
English three-digit grouping.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

6.3 ® Times to the minute (& ... 43)
6.3.1 A meeting starts halfway through the hour
o A meeting begins at 2:30 rather than lasting for half an hour.

o &WFEEFFIE. — WA names the clock time 2:30.

6.3.2 Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is Times to the minute (g ... 4. Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RE=RTH5
xian zai san didn shi wi fen

Word guide: BIfE — now; =& — three o’clock; +H.4) — fifteen minutes.

6.3.3 Read examples in context

« In the opening example, & 2R FFIE. : W 5 2F names the clock time 2:30.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

HSK 3 Grammar e Chinese grammar - bilingual edition



6.3.4 Know the boundary
o £ after /i means half past the hour.

IDN

o A/ is a duration of thirty minutes; = p5+ .4} is 3:15. Do not confuse a
clock time with elapsed time.

6.3.5 Use the distinction
o 52 names the clock time 2:30.

o 2} after ;5 means half past the hour. 2£/~/]NE} is a duration of thirty minutes; =
M F4) is 3:15. Do not confuse a clock time with elapsed time.

6.3.6 Try it with help closed
A meeting begins at 2:30 rather than lasting for half an hour. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.
One possible response: <13 g 2246 .
e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o 2} after i means half past the hour.
o A/ is a duration of thirty minutes; = 5+ F.4 is 3:15. Do not confuse a
clock time with elapsed time.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

6.4 ® Telling the hour (Number + )
6.4.1 Read the hour in a natural spoken form

e You tell a friend that class finishes at three o’clock.
o ZHTH. — =4 gives the clock hour, not the duration of class.

6.4.2 Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is Telling the hour (Number + f§). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

R=ER TR
wo san didn xia ke
Word guide: F¢ — I; =& — three o’clock; i — finish class.
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6.

4.3 Read examples in context

PP
xian zat lidng didn

Word guide: FIAE — now; i & — two o’clock.

6.

In the opening example, =& Fi#R. : — A gives the clock hour, not the duration
of class.

Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

4.4 Know the boundary

o Use i1 as the usual spoken form for two o’clock and = 4} as a full form for

three.

o Numbers read as digits in codes are a different task from ordinary clock speech.

6.

4.5 Use the distinction
= 5 gives the clock hour, not the duration of class.

Use P 5 as the usual spoken form for two o’clock and = fi4f as a full form for
three. Numbers read as digits in codes are a different task from ordinary clock

speech.

6.4.6 Try it with help closed

You tell a friend that class finishes at three o’clock. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: = i i,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Use W i as the usual spoken form for two o’clock and = 54} as a full form for

three.

o Numbers read as digits in codes are a different task from ordinary clock speech.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.
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7 Particles

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

7.1 ® Verb + ¥ (ongoing state)
7.1.1 A door remains in a state

e You describe a door that is standing open, without saying who opened it.
e [JHE. - F presents the continuing open state.

7.1.2 Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is Verb + 3 (ongoing state). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

IIFFE.
mén kai zhe

Word guide: ] — door; J — open; & — (state).

7.1.3 Read examples in context

e HE 13

ta zuo zhe kan shu
Word guide: 1 — he; At — sit; F — (state); /5 — read.
o In the opening example, [JFFE . : % presents the continuing open state.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

7.1.4 Know the boundary
o Compare fl 1EFESF[ ], which focuses on the opening action.

e # is not restricted to still positions: %€ E P4 describes speaking while smiling.
Its neutral-tone reading zhe differs from FEZ Y zhdo.

7.1.5 Use the distinction
o 7 presents the continuing open state.

o Compare fii1FEZEFF]], which focuses on the opening action. 5 is not restricted to
still positions: M4 F i describes speaking while smiling. Its neutral-tone reading
zhe differs from fEE 1) zhdo.
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7.1.6 Try it with help closed

You describe a door that is standing open, without saying who opened it. Close the

examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in

English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one

detail and try again.

One possible response: | [J1# .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Compare fil 1F7EFT[], which focuses on the opening action.

o # is not restricted to still positions: {4 Z Vi describes speaking while smiling.
Its neutral-tone reading zhe differs from HEZ ) zhdo.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

7.2 ® Sentence-final T (change of state)
7.2.1 Hunger becomes a new situation

e You were not hungry before, but now want food.
e BMT. — Final T marks hunger as a new relevant state.

7.2.2 Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is Sentence-final T (change of state). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

TWT.
xid yu le
Word guide: "Ry — rain.

7.2.3 Read examples in context

BRT .

wo e le

Word guide: 3 — I; % — hungry.

o In the opening example, MR T . : Final T marks hunger as a new relevant state.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

7.2.4 Know the boundary
o This | does not mean finished being hungry.

o Verb- | marks perfective aspect in other uses; do not translate every | as a past-
tense or completed-action ending.
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7.2.5 Use the distinction

o Final | marks hunger as a new relevant state.

o This T does not mean finished being hungry. Verb- ] marks perfective aspect in
other uses; do not translate every | as a past-tense or completed-action ending.

7.2.6 Try it with help closed

You were not hungry before, but now want food. Close the examples. Say a Man-
darin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: Fifk 7T .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This | does not mean finished being hungry.

o Verb- | marks perfective aspect in other uses; do not translate every | as a

past-tense or completed-action ending.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

7.3 B Questions with g (and you? / where?)
7.3.1 A short follow-up relies on context

o A friend says where they live and then asks about you.

o BAELE, RIB? — /RIE asks where you live, borrowing the topic from the
preceding clause.

7.3.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Questions with IJ§ (and you? / where?). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RMWEF, FRIE?
wo hén hdo ni ne

Word guide: & — I; R4 — fine; 4K — you.

7.3.3 Read examples in context

R PIRLIE?

wo de yao shi ne
Word guide: 3% — my; £ — keys.

o In the opening example, RAEFE LM, RIB? : 1718 asks where you live, borrowing
the topic from the preceding clause.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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7.3.4 Know the boundary
e The same {RIE can ask about your health after FX1R 4.

o FRAYEHZIE can ask where the keys are. The noun and g do not determine the
full question without context.

7.3.5 Use the distinction

o YRIE asks where you live, borrowing the topic from the preceding clause.

o The same {Rfg can ask about your health after FAR . FAJ4HLIE can ask where
the keys are. The noun and g do not determine the full question without context.

7.3.6 Try it with help closed

A friend says where they live and then asks about you. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: FAE1E ik, FRIE?

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The same {Ig can ask about your health after FAR -

o FRHYEHZIE can ask where the keys are. The noun and ¢ do not determine the
full question without context.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

7.4 8§y /48 / Hi (the three “de”)
7.4.1 One pronunciation fills three different roles

e You describe a careful student’s careful reading.

o AER¥ENERES, BEEER. 1Y modifies 24E; # marks the manner

of 3¥; 15 introduces the quality of reading.

7.4.2 Build the form

e The pattern in this lesson is B / % / # (the three “de”). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

.

wo de shu
Word guide: & — my; #J — (’s); 45 — book.
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7.4.3 Read examples in context

b EARRAR .

ta pdao de hén kuai

Word guide: 1, — he; ] — run; 15 — (degree); R — very; ft — fast.

« In the opening example, \ERZEAEHTES, FERER. © ) modifies 2
A #i marks the manner of 35Z; 15 introduces the quality of reading.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

7.4.4 Know the boundary

e Find the grammatical role rather than relying only on the next character.

o VLI ZSLTE contains [ before J2, because [ closes a noun-like phrase; the
simple before-noun rule is a beginner guide.

7.4.5 Use the distinction
o 19 modifies 2#4; #li marks the manner of 352; 5 introduces the quality of reading.

e Find the grammatical role rather than relying only on the next character. i
HJ2 5575 contains |y before f&, because HY closes a noun-like phrase; the simple
before-noun rule is a beginner guide.
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7.4.6 Try it with help closed
You describe a careful student’s careful reading. Close the examples. Say a Man-

darin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: A\ B4 A BREE, SERERE.

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

Find the grammatical role rather than relying only on the next character.
FRULI 2 5L TG contains 1 before 2, because [} closes a noun-like phrase; the
simple before-noun rule is a beginner guide.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.



8 Prepositions

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

8.1 B XF 4 Topic (about / regarding)
8.1.1 A topic phrase can describe a book
* You identify a book whose subject is Chinese history.

e XB—AXTFPHEBEEHFE. — TP EFH describes what the book is about.

8.1.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is &F + Topic (about / regarding). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RTXME, RAAGE.

guan yu zhe jian shi wo bu zhi dao

Word guide: JF — about; X — this; {4 — (measure word);  — matter; & — I; &~ —

not; 38 — know.

8.1.3 Read examples in context
« In the opening example, EXE—ARFHEFFEHF. : XTHEHE describes
what the book is about.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

8.1.4 Know the boundary
e xT can introduce a sentence topic or appear inside a noun modifier with f.

o It is not restricted to sentence-initial position. Identify the noun or clause whose
topic it supplies.

8.1.5 Use the distinction

o XTHE ¥ describes what the book is about.

e XT can introduce a sentence topic or appear inside a noun modifier with f{]. It is
not restricted to sentence-initial position. Identify the noun or clause whose topic
it supplies.
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8.1.6 Try it with help closed

You identify a book whose subject is Chinese history. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: XJ&—24 =T /1 E A5 .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e XF can introduce a sentence topic or appear inside a noun modifier with .

o [t is not restricted to sentence-initial position. Identify the noun or clause whose
topic it supplies.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

8.2 ® HF .., .. & .. (all the way until)
8.2.1 A late understanding begins at a boundary

o An explanation becomes clear to you only now.

- HIME, BRAHE. — HF gives the boundary and 7 emphasises that under-

standing did not occur earlier.

8.2.2 Build the form

o« The pattern in this lesson is H®] ... , ... 4 .. (all the way until). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HITE, RABE.
zhi dao xian zai wo cdi ming bai

Word guide: B2 — until; FIZE — now; & — I; 4 — only then; B4 — understand.

8.2.3 Read examples in context

o In the opening example, BB|FE, BWAB. : EHF| gives the boundary and 7

emphasises that understanding did not occur earlier.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

8.2.4 Know the boundary

o H#| can also mark a continuing action’s endpoint without 7 F{]—EH %8|+ 5.
o Avoid adding 7" mechanically when there is no delayed onset to emphasise.
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8.2.5 Use the distinction

o H ¥ gives the boundary and 4 emphasises that understanding did not occur
earlier.

e HZ| can also mark a continuing action’s endpoint without #4: Ff1—HEH 2|+
M. Avoid adding /4" mechanically when there is no delayed onset to emphasise.

8.2.6 Try it with help closed

An explanation becomes clear to you only now. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: B 2|H7E, A H.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o H%| can also mark a continuing action’s endpoint without A" FA1—E 5% 1
o Avoid adding 74 mechanically when there is no delayed onset to emphasise.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

8.3 ® gl + Direction / Person + Verb (towards)
8.3.1 An apology has a recipient

e You apologise to a friend rather than travel toward the friend.
o RfBERR. — M{th identifies the person to whom the apology is directed.

8.3.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is ] + Direction / Person + Verb (towards).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

EZE# .
xiang zuo zhudn

Word guide: [1] — towards; /£ — left; ¥ — turn.

8.3.3 Read examples in context

BANBE o

wo men xiang ta Tué Ti

Word guide: 4] — we; [n] — towards; fifi — him; 2%>] — learn.

 In the opening example, I fbBERK. : [ fth identifies the person to whom the
apology is directed.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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8.3.4 Know the boundary
o [n] works with physical directions and abstract targets.

o [afth2#>) names a model to learn from; it does not mean physically walking toward
him.

8.3.5 Use the distinction
o [a]fth identifies the person to whom the apology is directed.

o [n] works with physical directions and abstract targets. [\fh2#>] names a model
to learn from; it does not mean physically walking toward him.

8.3.6 Try it with help closed

You apologise to a friend rather than travel toward the friend. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: F[a]fthiE .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o [n] works with physical directions and abstract targets.

o mfth=~>] names a model to learn from; it does not mean physically walking
toward him.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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9 Verbs

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

9.1 ® Ei#E¥k (looks / seems)

9.1.1 An attractive dish has not been tasted

e You judge a dish from its appearance before trying it.
o XNEBBRMBENZ. — The speaker offers an impression from appearance.

9.1.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is FiER (looks / seems). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

fEERMER.
ta kan qi ldi hén I

Word guide: ft — he; FHFEF — looks; R — very; & — tired.

9.1.3 Read examples in context

XAKEERBFIZ.

zhé ge cai kan qv lai hén hdo chi

Word guide: iX — this; 4~ — (measure word); 3¢ — dish; HiLkK — looks; f§ — very; ¥

7, — delicious.

o In the opening example, XA EFBFMBIFIZ . : The speaker offers an impression
from appearance.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

9.1.4 Know the boundary
o FHitLE does not prove taste or underlying quality.

o It also does not prove that the person has never tasted the dish; the sentence only
chooses appearance as the basis of this comment.

9.1.5 Use the distinction
o The speaker offers an impression from appearance.

o FjiF does not prove taste or underlying quality. It also does not prove that the
person has never tasted the dish; the sentence only chooses appearance as the basis
of this comment.
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9.1.6 Try it with help closed

You judge a dish from its appearance before trying it. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: X3 E KR ITFZ .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o FHitt>£ does not prove taste or underlying quality.

o It also does not prove that the person has never tasted the dish; the sentence
only chooses appearance as the basis of this comment.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

9.2 ® % (&) comparisons (not as ... as)

9.2.1 A shorter person does not reach a height

e One friend is 170 cm tall and another is 180 cm tall.

o WEAEME . — The speaker’s height falls below the other person’s height.

9.2.2 Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is ¥ (#) comparisons (not as ... as). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REE MR .
wo méi you ta gao
Word guide: 3¢ — I; % — not as; b — him; 5 — tall.

9.2.3 Read examples in context

SREHHERR .
jin tian méi you zuo tian léng
Word guide: 4K — today; %4 — not as; WK — yesterday; & — cold.
o In the opening example, TIFAME . : The speaker’s height falls below the other
person’s height.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

9.2.4 Know the boundary

o ANHAthE means not taller, which permits equality; 7%/ i /5 expresses a lower
level.
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o Both are grammatical, with different meanings. Do not call At an invalid negative

of It.

9.2.5 Use the distinction

o The speaker’s height falls below the other person’s height.

o ANHAthE means not taller, which permits equality; %75 fthi /5 expresses a lower
level. Both are grammatical, with different meanings. Do not call /AN E an invalid
negative of L.

9.2.6 Try it with help closed

One friend is 170 cm tall and another is 180 cm tall. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: %A 5.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o ANEuAthE means not taller, which permits equality; & /5 expresses a lower
level.

o Both are grammatical, with different meanings. Do not call AL an invalid
negative of L.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

9.3 8 ik /W /3 / f# (make / let / ask someone do)

9.3.1 One person asks another to act

o A teacher politely asks a visitor to come inside.
o ZIMEMFFR. — The visitor is the person expected to enter.

9.3.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is ik / 1 / 3& / f#i (make / let / ask someone do).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

I RERE .

ma ma rang wo Tué gang qin
Word guide: @715 — mom; il- — let; F — me; 2% — learn; 4425 — piano.

9.3.3 Read examples in context

TE IR .

qing ta jin ldi
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Word guide: i — please; fif. — him; #% — come in.
« In the opening example, ZIHTEMLBEIR . : The visitor is the person expected to
enter.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

9.3.4 Know the boundary
o The person after i is also the understood subject of 3.

. 1L can allow or cause, while f#i can have a non-human cause, as in XK S
4 these verbs are not interchangeable in every context.

9.3.5 Use the distinction
e The visitor is the person expected to enter.

o The person after 1 is also the understood subject of #3€. ik can allow or cause,
while {#i can have a non-human cause, as in X4-F#F 5 2%; these verbs are not
interchangeable in every context.

9.3.6 Try it with help closed

A teacher politely asks a visitor to come inside. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: ZIififihitEA .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o The person after i is also the understood subject of #F3.

. it can allow or cause, while fifi can have a non-human cause, as in X2 fHF
F12%; these verbs are not interchangeable in every context.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

9.4 W Z5f (after going through)
9.4.1 A discussion leads to a decision

o A group decides on a plan after discussing alternatives.

o Zititie, RITRERHAXANFTR., 47 presents the discussion as the process

preceding the decision.

9.4.2 Build the form

 The pattern in this lesson is £33 (after going through). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.
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SE=FWES, RIHT .
jing guo san nidan de nu li ta chéng gong le
Word guide: &3t — after; = — three; 4F — year; 2% J7 — effort; fth — he; {3} — succeed.

9.4.3 Read examples in context

S8, RITRET .

jing guo tao lun wo men jué ding le

Word guide: £33 — after; 1518 — discussion; F{] — we; HiE — decide.

+ In the opening example, 231, RATEERFAXMNH R, © 451 presents the
discussion as the process preceding the decision.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

9.4.4 Know the boundary
o The process can be brief; it need not be years of effort.

o 23 also means pass through, as in £ 3443, Check whether a process or a
physical route is being described.

9.4.5 Use the distinction
o 21} presents the discussion as the process preceding the decision.

e The process can be brief; it need not be years of effort. £ 3d also means pass
through, as in 234434, Check whether a process or a physical route is being
described.

9.4.6 Try it with help closed

A group decides on a plan after discussing alternatives. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: £3118, FATRE R XN E.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The process can be brief; it need not be years of effort.

o 23} also means pass through, as in £t %234, Check whether a process or a
physical route is being described.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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10 Auxiliary verbs

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

10.1 ® R7i% / % (should, ought to)

10.1.1 Advice differs from a prediction

o A tired friend asks what to do, and you suggest rest.

o IRMZELIKR. — WiZ expresses advice or an obligation in this conversation.

10.1.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is i / # (should, ought to). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

ViSVA7Z 27 NS
ni ying gai duo riu i
Word guide: 4} — you; Wi% — should; £ — more; K H — rest.

10.1.3 Read examples in context

BET!

gai zou le

Word guide: i% — should; & — go.

o In the opening example, JRMVZLBIKRE . : Vi% expresses advice or an obligation
in this conversation.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

10.1.4 Know the boundary
o [WiZ can also express expectation: iV iZ 4 %] T means he should have arrived
by now.

o Negate advice with /AW i% or A i%; meaning depends on whether the speaker
recommends or predicts.

10.1.5 Use the distinction
o W% expresses advice or an obligation in this conversation.

e [Wi%Z can also express expectation: fi i iZ 4 %] T means he should have arrived
by now. Negate advice with AW iZ or ANi%; meaning depends on whether the
speaker recommends or predicts.
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10.1.6 Try it with help closed

A tired friend asks what to do, and you suggest rest. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: {RWVIZZKE, .

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

W% can also express expectation: V1% E 4 %] T means he should have arrived
by now.

Negate advice with A% or ANi%; meaning depends on whether the speaker
recommends or predicts.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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11 Verb phrases

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

11.1 ® 3 + Verb (unpleasant to ...)
11.1.1 Bad taste differs from physical difficulty

o A drink tastes unpleasant although swallowing it is easy.

o XANZBEMENG, — MENE evaluates the unpleasant taste.

11.1.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is ¥ + Verb (unpleasant to ...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XA .

zhé ge yao hen ndn chi

Word guide: X — this; 4~ — (measure word); 2§ — medicine; f§ — very; MElZ — bad-
tasting.

11.1.3 Read examples in context

XHRAREFIT .

zhe shou ge hén hdo ting

Word guide: jX — this; B — (measure word); %X — song; f — very; iU — nice to hear.
« In the opening example, XMZHBMEM . : YIS evaluates the unpleasant taste.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

11.1.4 Know the boundary

o XENE is an established word, not a promise that every ¥ +verb means unpleasant.

o XE%¥ means difficult to learn; distinguish conventional evaluations such as XUt
from task difficulty.

11.1.5 Use the distinction
o WENE evaluates the unpleasant taste.

o WEPE is an established word, not a promise that every ¥ +verb means unpleasant.
2% means difficult to learn; distinguish conventional evaluations such as X Wy
from task difficulty.
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11.1.6 Try it with help closed

A drink tastes unpleasant although swallowing it is easy. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: X 2R HEN .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o MEPE is an established word, not a promise that every ¥ +verb means unpleasant.

o XE2¥ means difficult to learn; distinguish conventional evaluations such as YT
from task difficulty.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

11.2 ® Verb 4+ T + Duration (did for a length of time)
11.2.1 A duration differs from a clock time

» You describe the length of yesterday’s sleep.
o RET /4D, — A4/ measures how long the sleeping lasted.

11.2.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is Verb 4+ T + Duration (did for a length of time).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RET=FPX.
wo zué le san nidn Zhong wén
Word guide: 3¢ — I; 2% — study; = — three; 4 — year; H1 3 — Chinese.

11.2.3 Read examples in context

bl T A\ANNET

ta shui le ba ge zido shi
Word guide: fili — he; [ — sleep; /\ — eight; 4~ — (measure word); /NE} — hour.

o In the opening example, FEE T \A/Nf. : A4/} measures how long the
sleeping lasted.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

11.2.4 Know the boundary

o /U names a clock time instead.
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o A completed duration alone does not determine whether a longer habit continues:
F# T =4E 3 reports three years without automatically proving that study has
ended forever.

11.2.5 Use the distinction
o /\P/NHF measures how long the sleeping lasted.

o J\H names a clock time instead. A completed duration alone does not determine
whether a longer habit continues: F =% T =4FH X reports three years without
automatically proving that study has ended forever.

11.2.6 Try it with help closed

You describe the length of yesterday’s sleep. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. FExplain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: FHE T /\ >/,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o /A names a clock time instead.

o A completed duration alone does not determine whether a longer habit continues:
FF T =4EH 3 reports three years without automatically proving that study
has ended forever.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

11.3 ® Verb 4+ T 4 Duration + T (have been ...-ing)
11.3.1 A duration is relevant up to now

e You have studied Chinese for three years and are still studying.
o WET=4EPIXT. — The final T makes the elapsed three-year period relevant

now; continued study is natural here.

11.3.2 Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is Verb 4+ T + Duration + 7 (have been ...-ing).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RETZHFEPXT .

wo zué le san nian Zhong wén le
Word guide: 3¢ — I; 2% — study; = — three; 4 — year; H1 3 — Chinese.
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11.3.3 Read examples in context
« In the opening example, REET =Z4EHIL T, : The final T makes the elapsed
three-year period relevant now; continued study is natural here.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

11.3.4 Know the boundary
o The context supplies continuation.

o Compare K2 T —A/NET, BAELT4E3] T the wait can end at the reference
point. Two | do not guarantee that an action continues indefinitely afterward.

11.3.5 Use the distinction

o The final T makes the elapsed three-year period relevant now; continued study is
natural here.

« The context supplies continuation. Compare 46 T —A/N T, IAEL T3] T
the wait can end at the reference point. Two | do not guarantee that an action
continues indefinitely afterward.

11.3.6 Try it with help closed

You have studied Chinese for three years and are still studying. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: 2 7 =4 H 7T,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The context supplies continuation.
o Compare % T A/ T, BIFEZLT4:3] T the wait can end at the reference

point. Two T do not guarantee that an action continues indefinitely afterward.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

11.4 ® EHpEk + Verb (no way to / can’t)
11.4.1 A refusal names a practical constraint

e You would like to help but cannot leave work today.

o SREBEIMNEFEW. — The speaker presents helping today as unavailable under
the circumstances.

11.4.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is IpEE + Verb (no way to / can’t). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.
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o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RBINEIIR -
wo méi ban fa bang ni
Word guide: 3 — I; % Jpy%E — no way; #f — help; /K — you.

11.4.3 Read examples in context

Bk, REE%.

méi ban fa zhi néng déng

Word guide: ¥ JpyE — nothing to be done; HFE — can only; 2§ — wait.

« In the opening example, & RIBEINERFVR. : The speaker presents helping today
as unavailable under the circumstances.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

11.4.4 Know the boundary
o V%I does not necessarily describe permanent inability.

o VIpYE, FEIF4E may accept a current constraint; explain the obstacle where the
listener needs it.

11.4.5 Use the distinction

o The speaker presents helping today as unavailable under the circumstances.

o 7% JpyE does not necessarily describe permanent inability. ¥IJpyE, FH 4 may
accept a current constraint; explain the obstacle where the listener needs it.

11.4.6 Try it with help closed

You would like to help but cannot leave work today. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: 4 KF P INERAR

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o V&IV does not necessarily describe permanent inability.

o WY, FHEIFSF may accept a current constraint; explain the obstacle where
the listener needs it.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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11.5 ® Verb reduplication (do a bit / give it a try)
11.5.1 A short trial is offered politely

e You ask a friend to look briefly at a draft.
e MEBFXMHE, — Reduplication presents looking as a brief, lighter action.

11.5.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Verb reduplication (do a bit / give it a try).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HEEXA

ni kan kan zhé ge
Word guide: #R — you; FHFH — have a look; iX — this; 4~ — (measure word).

11.5.3 Read examples in context

AR B EIE .

wo men xiu xi riu i ba

Word guide: {7 — we; /R H — rest; K — rest.

o In the opening example, {REF XL, : Reduplication presents looking as a brief,
lighter action.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

11.5.4 Know the boundary

o Use HF or /H—F for this single-syllable verb, and {& H K H, for K H.

o Not every verb naturally reduplicates; completed trials can use & | 7& rather than
adding | anywhere.

11.5.5 Use the distinction

o Reduplication presents looking as a brief, lighter action.

o Use FFH or H—F for this single-syllable verb, and /K HAKE, for {& 5. Not every
verb naturally reduplicates; completed trials can use 7& T % rather than adding T
anywhere.
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11.5.6 Try it with help closed

You ask a friend to look briefly at a draft. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin

response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: {RHH X TE,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Use HFH or H—7 for this single-syllable verb, and K B /K E for {KE.

o Not every verb naturally reduplicates; completed trials can use & T % rather
than adding | anywhere.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

11.6 ® ff + Verb (feeling verbs with f8)
11.6.1 A feeling can take a degree word

e You express how much you like a new subject.
o BIBEWRF L. — & modifies the degree of liking, not the number of lessons taken.

11.6.2 Build the form

« The pattern in this lesson is f8 + Verb (feeling verbs with ff). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RAERAF

wo hén xi huan ni
Word guide: 3¢ — I; R — really; =¥ — like; /R — you.

11.6.3 Read examples in context

RBEK.

wo hén zidng jia

Word guide: F — I; & — really; #H — miss; &% — home.

o In the opening example, BBEIKF X, : R modifies the degree of liking, not the
number of lessons taken.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

11.6.4 Know the boundary

o Some mental or evaluative verbs take degree words, including T fi# as well as =
K.
o A plain physical action such as F7, does not take fR in the same degree pattern.
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11.6.5 Use the distinction
o 1R modifies the degree of liking, not the number of lessons taken.

o Some mental or evaluative verbs take degree words, including T fi# as well as =-3X.
A plain physical action such as 17, does not take {2 in the same degree pattern.

11.6.6 Try it with help closed

You express how much you like a new subject. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin

response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: FXAL =K1,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Some mental or evaluative verbs take degree words, including T fi as well as =
K.

o A plain physical action such as 7 does not take 42 in the same degree pattern.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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12 Complements

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

12.1 ® Direction complement 3} / % (toward / away)
12.1.1 Choose direction from a viewpoint

¢ You stand inside a room and invite a visitor at the door to enter.
o PR, — 3k directs the movement toward the viewpoint inside the room.

12.1.2 Build the form

« The pattern in this lesson is Direction complement 3} / % (toward / away).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

TEHER !
qing jin ldi
Word guide: i — please; #% — come in.

12.1.3 Read examples in context

EHEK.

ba shu nd lai

Word guide: 4 — (#£); 45 — book; &3k — bring here.

o In the opening example, JHPER . : 3k directs the movement toward the viewpoint
inside the room.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

12.1.4 Know the boundary

o Choose the speaker’s or established narrative viewpoint.

o 7 is natural from outside when describing movement into a different space; it is
not intrinsically wrong for entering a room.

12.1.5 Use the distinction
e 3 directs the movement toward the viewpoint inside the room.

o Choose the speaker’s or established narrative viewpoint. #fZ% is natural from
outside when describing movement into a different space; it is not intrinsically
wrong for entering a room.
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12.1.6 Try it with help closed

You stand inside a room and invite a visitor at the door to enter. Close the examples.

Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what

the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: i i#t¥.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Choose the speaker’s or established narrative viewpoint.

o 4 is natural from outside when describing movement into a different space; it
is not intrinsically wrong for entering a room.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

12.2 ® Potential complement & / R (can / can’t do it)
12.2.1 Understanding is a possible result

o The recording is clear, but its language is too difficult for you.
o RIFAEE. — Listening does not achieve understanding.

12.2.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Potential complement £ / A (can / can’t do
it). Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RITFHE.
wo ting de dong
Word guide: & — I; Wt — listen; % — (can); J# — understand.

12.2.3 Read examples in context

KRBT, REAR.

tai yuan le wo kan bi jian

Word guide: K — too; it — far; 3 — I; HAN — can’t see.

« In the opening example, RIFAHEE. : Listening does not achieve understanding.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

12.2.4 Know the boundary
o WP AN{# is about the achievable result, not a ban on listening.

e HE also expresses ability as well as permission, so do not gloss fE as permission
only.
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12.2.5 Use the distinction
o Listening does not achieve understanding.

o WG AfE is about the achievable result, not a ban on listening. FE also expresses
ability as well as permission, so do not gloss fi§ as permission only.

12.2.6 Try it with help closed

The recording is clear, but its language is too difficult for you. Close the examples.

Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what

the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: WA i,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o W ANIE is about the achievable result, not a ban on listening.

e HE also expresses ability as well as permission, so do not gloss § as permission
only.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

12.3 ® Verb + FZ% (keep ...-ing)
12.3.1 An unfinished explanation should continue

o A speaker pauses before finishing a story, and you ask for the rest.
e B TFZE. — FZ asks the already started speaking to continue.

12.3.2 Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is Verb + T2 (keep ...-ing). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HRTE.
qing shuo xid qu
Word guide: i — please; Ui, — speak; N2 — carry on.

12.3.3 Read examples in context

—ERRRETE!

yi ding yao jian chi xia qu

Word guide: —5g — definitely; % — must; '&£F — persist; & — keep on.

 In the opening example, i FZE. : 7 asks the already started speaking to
continue.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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12.3.4 Know the boundary

e YL N2 is a continuation use; £ 4 can describe physical movement downwards
in another context.

e The complement’s meaning depends on the verb and scene.

12.3.5 Use the distinction
o £ asks the already started speaking to continue.

e i N is a continuation use; & N4 can describe physical movement downwards
in another context. The complement’s meaning depends on the verb and scene.

12.3.6 Try it with help closed

A speaker pauses before finishing a story, and you ask for the rest. Close the

examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in

English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one

detail and try again.

One possible response: gt 2%,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o i [ is a continuation use; 5 2 can describe physical movement downwards
in another context.

e The complement’s meaning depends on the verb and scene.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

12.4 ® Result complements % / 52 / 4 (how it turned out)
12.4.1 Finishing does not prove correctness

o A student finishes all the homework but writes one answer incorrectly.

o BT, WRAE-HEEET. - 58 marks completion, while 4f; marks an

incorrect result.

12.4.2 Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is Result complements ¥ / 5% / % (how it turned
out). Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

FEALASE T -

2u0 yé zuo wan le
Word guide: /F)l — homework; fif — do; 5¢ — finish.
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12.4.3 Read examples in context

REHET .

wo Ti€ cuo le

Word guide: I — I; 5 — write; 45 — wrongly.

o In the opening example, fEMVRSE T, AT RE —BEE4E T .. 5¢ marks completion,
while 4 marks an incorrect result.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

12.4.4 Know the boundary

o fi{5¢ does not imply Xt
o if{iF may mean properly completed or ready, depending on the activity. Select the
result that answers the intended question.

12.4.5 Use the distinction
o 5¢ marks completion, while 4% marks an incorrect result.

o {52 does not imply 6. i may mean properly completed or ready, depending
on the activity. Select the result that answers the intended question.

12.4.6 Try it with help closed

A student finishes all the homework but writes one answer incorrectly. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: {EMAS5E T, WA —HUEET.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o fi{5¢ does not imply %t

o i may mean properly completed or ready, depending on the activity. Select

the result that answers the intended question.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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13 Conditional Statements

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

13.1 8 HE . | Hi ... (as long as)

13.1.1 A sufficient condition permits entry

o A venue says a valid ticket is enough to enter.
« HEAFE, MEBi#x. — The rule presents having a ticket as sufficient for entry.

13.1.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is RE ... , BE ... (as long as). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RESS, sMeEsh.

zhi yao nu li jiu néng chéng gong

Word guide: H 3 — as long as; %% 7 — work hard; 5 — then; §& — can; Ji§Z}] — succeed.

13.1.3 Read examples in context

o In the opening example, REHE, gifEi#EE. : The rule presents having a ticket
as sufficient for entry.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

13.1.4 Know the boundary

e The statement claims sufficiency within the stated rule; it does not assert that
nobody can enter by any other authorised method.

o Contrast HAHFEZE, AfeidtZ:, which makes a ticket necessary.

13.1.5 Use the distinction
o The rule presents having a ticket as sufficient for entry.

e The statement claims sufficiency within the stated rule; it does not assert that
nobody can enter by any other authorised method. Contrast HGH 2, A ek
Z, which makes a ticket necessary.
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13.1.6 Try it with help closed

A venue says a valid ticket is enough to enter. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: HZHZ  migEits.
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The statement claims sufficiency within the stated rule; it does not assert that
nobody can enter by any other authorised method.

o Contrast HHEE, AfeitZ:, which makes a ticket necessary.
e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

13.2 ® . 7} .. (only then / only after)
13.2.1 A required action comes before access

e You must finish registration before using an account.
o SEREM, ABMHEAHKS . — Registration is presented as a required condition

before use.

13.2.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is ... , 74" ... (only then / only after). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

wWEI1, ARBEE.
ni nu It cdi néng chéng gong
Word guide: R — you; %% J7 — work hard; 4" — only then; §& — can; Ji$Z}] — succeed.

13.2.3 Read examples in context

o In the opening example, SEFHEM, A BBMEHMKE:. - Registration is presented as
a required condition before use.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

13.2.4 Know the boundary
e The requirement does not promise that registration alone solves every obstacle.

e An account could still need approval; distinguish necessary conditions from suffi-
cient ones.
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13.2.5 Use the distinction
o Registration is presented as a required condition before use.

o The requirement does not promise that registration alone solves every obstacle. An
account could still need approval; distinguish necessary conditions from sufficient
ones.

13.2.6 Try it with help closed

You must finish registration before using an account. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: 5Z N, A REf K-S .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The requirement does not promise that registration alone solves every obstacle.

o An account could still need approval; distinguish necessary conditions from suf-
ficient ones.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

13.3 8 F ..., 4 .. (only if)
13.3.1 A necessary condition is not a complete recipe

o A venue permits entry only to people with tickets.
o HAERYE, Ak, — Having a ticket is presented as necessary for entry.

13.3.2 Build the form
e The pattern in this lesson is A ... , 7 ... (only if). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REEJ, AR,

zh? you nu I cdi néng chéng gong

Word guide: HA — only if; 3 J; — work hard; 4 — only then; fE — can; ¥ —
succeed.

13.3.3 Read examples in context

o In the opening example, HEHE, AfE#HE. : Having a ticket is presented as
necessary for entry.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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13.3.4 Know the boundary

o The rule need not say that a ticket alone is sufficient; identity checks may also be
required.

o HupifE  whgEdFZ: instead presents a ticket as enough under that stated rule.

13.3.5 Use the distinction

o Having a ticket is presented as necessary for entry.

e The rule need not say that a ticket alone is sufficient; identity checks may also
be required. HZAHZE  miEFE instead presents a ticket as enough under that
stated rule.

13.3.6 Try it with help closed

A venue permits entry only to people with tickets. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: HAAFE, ARtk

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The rule need not say that a ticket alone is sufficient; identity checks may also

be required.

o HBAE  wifeitZ: instead presents a ticket as enough under that stated rule.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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14 Noun Phrases

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

14.1 ® HHK) (some / some..., others...)
14.1.1 A group contains different preferences

o Several classmates prefer tea while other classmates prefer coffee.

o AHIFRZERE, BHERIME. — A1 divides the understood group into subsets.

14.1.2 Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is H#J (some / some..., others...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HHIABYIK.

you de rén xi huan chd
Word guide: HHJ — some; A\ — people; =¥ — like; 45 — tea.

14.1.3 Read examples in context

AHS, AREE.

you de gui you de pidn yi

Word guide: FHJ — some; 5t — expensive; F ) — some; {HH — cheap.

« In the opening example, F B F2ERKE, BHREXRMME. - A1 divides the
understood group into subsets.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

14.1.4 Know the boundary

o It does not give their sizes, and more than two groups are possible: HHIHEH, A
PR, AR K.

e Do not infer that each group is half the class.

14.1.5 Use the distinction
o AHj divides the understood group into subsets.

o It does not give their sizes, and more than two groups are possible: HHE P, A
IR, RT3 %&. Do not infer that each group is half the class.
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14.1.6 Try it with help closed

Several classmates prefer tea while other classmates prefer coffee. Close the exam-
ples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English
what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail
and try again.

One possible response: A [R]2EEIRES, A =R IME.

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

It does not give their sizes, and more than two groups are possible: f /)&,
AR, ARWTE R,

Do not infer that each group is half the class.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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15 Numbers and Measure Words

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

15.1 ® 3 (half / and a half)
15.1.1 A duration adds half an hour

e You studied for ninety minutes.

o BT —A2E/PBF. — —42F/ N} measures one and a half hours.

15.1.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is ¥ (half / and a half). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

AR,

ban ge ping guo
Word guide: 2 — half; 4~ — (measure word); S5 — apple.

15.1.3 Read examples in context

— e

yi ge ban xido shi

Word guide: — — one; 4~ — (measure word); 2 — and a half; /N&} — hour.

« In the opening example, T T—AF/Pif. : —42F/f measures one and a
half hours.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

15.1.4 Know the boundary

o AN/ is half an hour.

o Compare W &2, a clock time, with P2/}, a duration. Keep the measure
word position: —/~2F/NEf, not —2EA/ Nt

15.1.5 Use the distinction

o — 2/} measures one and a half hours.
o KA~/ is half an hour. Compare W 52, a clock time, with B2 /NET, a
duration. Keep the measure word position: —4~2E/Nit, not —2A4~/ N
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15.1.6 Try it with help closed

You studied for ninety minutes. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: 2> T —42E/Nit .

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

A~/ is half an hour.

Compare W 52, a clock time, with /~2E/M), a duration. Keep the measure

NN

word position: —/4>2F/NE, not —2AN/ Nt
I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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16 Sentence Patterns

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

16.1 8 — {5 / H ... A / & (not even one)
16.1.1 A complete zero differs from a small number

e You opened the room and found no one inside.

o — P AWEHE. — The — .. A frame emphasises zero people.

16.1.2 Build the form

« The pattern in this lesson is — ... #, / #B ... A / ¥ (not even one). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

—PMAHEEH
Yy ge Tén yé méi you
Word guide: — — one; /> — (measure word); A — person; Hi, — even; &4 — there isn’t.

16.1.3 Read examples in context

B—RBAR.

wo yi dian ye bu léi

Word guide: 3¢ — I; — & — a bit; t4 — even; /A — not; 8 — tired.

o In the opening example, = AWHEH . : The — .. W% A frame emphasises zero
people.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

16.1.4 Know the boundary
o Compare HAH—/> A, which is one person rather than zero.

o In —H W AZE, the frame negates any degree of tiredness; keep the negative word
in the construction.

16.1.5 Use the distinction

e The — .. %A frame emphasises zero people.

o Compare 27—/~ A, which is one person rather than zero. In — St A2, the
frame negates any degree of tiredness; keep the negative word in the construction.
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16.1.6 Try it with help closed

You opened the room and found no one inside. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: — ™ AEAH .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o Compare HF—> A, which is one person rather than zero.

o In — M AZE, the frame negates any degree of tiredness; keep the negative word
in the construction.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

16.2 ® % ... @ ... (the more ..., the more ...)
16.2.1 One changing quantity is linked to another

o A larger group needs more chairs.

o« ANBZ, BEMNKTHEL. — The number of chairs needed rises with the number
of people.

16.2.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is #& ... #& ... (the more ..., the more ...). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RBEBRES.
wo yue xidng yue sheng qi
Word guide: 3¢ — I; # — the more; 8 — think; i — the more; 425, — angry.

16.2.3 Read examples in context

o In the opening example, A%, BERBTFZL . : The number of chairs needed
rises with the number of people.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

16.2.4 Know the boundary
o K .. .. expresses a linked change, not necessarily a scientific causal proof.

o HUEE LT links lower price with greater preference, so both numerical quantities
need not rise.
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16.2.5 Use the distinction
e The number of chairs needed rises with the number of people.

o i .. .. expresses a linked change, not necessarily a scientific causal proof. F{#
B #E T links lower price with greater preference, so both numerical quantities need
not rise.

16.2.6 Try it with help closed

A larger group needs more chairs. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: A%, FERfr .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o Bl .. 8 .. expresses a linked change, not necessarily a scientific causal proof.

BB links lower price with greater preference, so both numerical quanti-
ties need not rise.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

16.3 ® }{ sentences (do something to the object)
16.3.1 A book is moved to a known place

e You put a particular book on the table.

s BILEHBHERTFLE. — I introduces the affected book before the action and its
location.

16.3.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is #8 sentences (do something to the object).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RILHBAERAT L.

wo ba shu fang zai zhuo zi shang

Word guide: & — I; 4 — (#); 5 — book; Jit — put; 7F — on; H-F- — table; I — on top.
16.3.3 Read examples in context

o In the opening example, IV BHFERF L. : £ introduces the affected book

before the action and its location.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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16.3.4 Know the boundary

o An ordinary ! construction needs an appropriately elaborated verb phrase, not
merely 25k

o Put negation or an auxiliary before f8: FH &L FHEE. The book should be
identifiable in context.

16.3.5 Use the distinction
e I introduces the affected book before the action and its location.

o An ordinary ! construction needs an appropriately elaborated verb phrase, not
merely 8. Put negation or an auxiliary before {I: Fk¥#% 45 &E. The book
should be identifiable in context.

16.3.6 Try it with help closed

You put a particular book on the table. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: FKIL-BitEAE T 1.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
e An ordinary #f construction needs an appropriately elaborated verb phrase, not

merely FE457K.
o Put negation or an auxiliary before J0: F ¥ -FH 4. The book should be

identifiable in context.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

16.4 ® ¥ sentences (the passive)
16.4.1 A passive names the affected item

e Someone took the book away, and you describe what happened to the book.
o« P EFET . — The book receives the action, while ftfi names the doer.

16.4.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is # sentences (the passive). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

PRMEET .
shu beéi ta nd zou le

Word guide: 45 — book; #% — by; fih — him; £ — take away.
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16.4.3 Read examples in context

« In the opening example, FEABEFET . : The book receives the action, while il
names the doer.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

16.4.4 Know the boundary
o PB¥iE5E T omits the doer when unnecessary or unknown.

o #f is not limited to bad outcomes: g% HPAI is a positive example. Use a
complete verb phrase for the intended event.

16.4.5 Use the distinction
e The book receives the action, while ffi names the doer.

o P& ET omits the doer when unnecessary or unknown. 4§ is not limited to
bad outcomes: fB#ELE BN is a positive example. Use a complete verb phrase
for the intended event.

16.4.6 Try it with help closed

Someone took the book away, and you describe what happened to the book. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change

one detail and try again.

One possible response: Bl EET .
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o PPFEFE T omits the doer when unnecessary or unknown.

e % is not limited to bad outcomes: filighE HPAI is a positive example. Use a
complete verb phrase for the intended event.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

HSK 3 Grammar e Chinese grammar - bilingual edition



17 Basic/Simple Sentence Patterns

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

17.1 ® Place + Verb + & + Noun (existential)
17.1.1 Describe a room from its location

o A painting hangs on the wall, and you tell someone what is there.
o 3% FHE—IBHE . — The place comes first and introduces the painting found there.

17.1.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Place + Verb + 3 + Noun (existential). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

B EHE— IR .

qidng shang gud zhe yi fi huad

Word guide: %% — wall; I+ — on; # — hang; & — (state); — — a; I — (measure word);
[H] — painting.

17.1.3 Read examples in context
o In the opening example, 3% F3EF —IRHEH . : The place comes first and introduces
the painting found there.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

17.1.4 Know the boundary
o This is an existential description.

o —IIEHEHELELS I+ is also grammatical and starts with the known painting instead.
Do not reject the second order merely because this lesson teaches place-first pre-
sentation.

17.1.5 Use the distinction
o The place comes first and introduces the painting found there.

o This is an existential description. —IlFHE#:ERS I is also grammatical and starts
with the known painting instead. Do not reject the second order merely because
this lesson teaches place-first presentation.
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17.1.6 Try it with help closed

A painting hangs on the wall, and you tell someone what is there. Close the exam-

ples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English

what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail

and try again.

One possible response: 1 I & —IFH .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This is an existential description.

o —IREFAERE [ is also grammatical and starts with the known painting instead.
Do not reject the second order merely because this lesson teaches place-first
presentation.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

17.2 ® A + QW + ¥l + QW (whatever you like)
17.2.1 A choice can be carried into an action

o A friend lets you pick any available dish.

o REBIGHABZ 4. — The repeated {14 makes the action follow your choice
of food.

17.2.2 Build the form

« The pattern in this lesson is  + QW + Bt + QW (whatever you like).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

Rz 2RIz 4.

ni xidng chi shén me jiu chi shén me

Word guide: {8 — you; 8 — want; Iz — eat; ff+4 — what; §f — then; IZ — eat; fI-4 —
what.

17.2.3 Read examples in context

e In the opening example, Rz A2z T 2Z . : The repeated ff-4 makes the
action follow your choice of food.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

17.2.4 Know the boundary
o Match the repeated question word: AHZH JLagt2=HF L.

o Freedom remains subject to the real situation; the grammar does not create food
that is unavailable or remove rules mentioned elsewhere.
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17.2.5 Use the distinction

o The repeated {4 makes the action follow your choice of food.

o Match the repeated question word: AHZEWF JLit 2 JL. Freedom remains subject
to the real situation; the grammar does not create food that is unavailable or
remove rules mentioned elsewhere.

17.2.6 Try it with help closed

A friend lets you pick any available dish. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. FExplain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: {RAHNZAH A G2 4

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Match the repeated question word: AHZHF J Lt Z=1F L.

o Freedom remains subject to the real situation; the grammar does not create food
that is unavailable or remove rules mentioned elsewhere.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

17.3 ® Question Word + #f (every / all)
17.3.1 Negation changes a whole-set claim

o Everyone in the relevant group knows the answer.
o WEHERANE. — YEHD covers every person in the understood group.

17.3.2 Build the form
e The pattern in this lesson is Question Word + #B (every / all). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HEHERAE .
shéi dou zhi dao
Word guide: # — who; &[5 — all; Jl3E — know.

17.3.3 Read examples in context

BA-2HAREIZ

wo shén me dou bu xidng chi

Word guide: ¢ — I; f+4 — anything; & — all; AN — not; H — want; 7 — eat.

o In the opening example, YEHBHLE . : #EHL covers every person in the understood
group.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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17.3.4 Know the boundary
o AL AFNIE negates knowing for everyone and means nobody knows.

o ANATAERHIE means not knowing everything; the negative’s position changes
the scope.

17.3.5 Use the distinction
o EHN covers every person in the understood group.

o YEARAJNE negates knowing for everyone and means nobody knows. ANJg&fHA4HD
3B means not knowing everything; the negative’s position changes the scope.

17.3.6 Try it with help closed

Everyone in the relevant group knows the answer. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: #EEHIE -

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o YEABANHNIE negates knowing for everyone and means nobody knows.

o AN AHBHIIE means not knowing everything; the negative’s position changes
the scope.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

17.4 ® KB (more and more)
17.4.1 Follow a change through the season

o The weather becomes progressively colder as winter approaches.

o REMEMET. — HORM describes increasing cold over time.

17.4.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is @@ (more and more). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REERBET -
tian qi yue ldai yueé léng le
Word guide: K5, — weather; #3E# — more and more; ¥ — cold.
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17.4.3 Read examples in context

RARBERFXT

wo yue lai yueé xi huan Zhong wén le
Word guide: 3¢ — I; #5%# — more and more; =¥ — like; H13 — Chinese.
 In the opening example, REBFRMBE T . : #HK#k describes increasing cold over
time.
o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

17.4.4 Know the boundary

e The same form can describe a decrease in a measured quantity: 8%k > B AL
means prices are getting lower.

o It marks change in the following property, not an increase in every numerical value.

17.4.5 Use the distinction
o B describes increasing cold over time.

e The same form can describe a decrease in a measured quantity: 4%k > #5{5%
means prices are getting lower. It marks change in the following property, not an
increase in every numerical value.

17.4.6 Try it with help closed

The weather becomes progressively colder as winter approaches. Close the examples.

Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what

the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: KIS T .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The same form can describe a decrease in a measured quantity: #5784 B
means prices are getting lower.

o It marks change in the following property, not an increase in every numerical
value.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

17.5 ® Question words as “some- / any-”
17.5.1 An indefinite choice is deliberately unnamed

e You feel hungry but have not chosen a specific food.
o« BEZEM4. — 114 leaves the food unspecified: something to eat.
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17.5.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Question words as “some- / any-". Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REZRHA.

wo widng chi dian shén me

Word guide: 3¢ — I; #H — want; IZ — eat; 5 — a bit; ff+4 — something.

17.5.3 Read examples in context

« In the opening example, RAEE B2 . : f1+4 leaves the food unspecified: some-
thing to eat.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

17.5.4 Know the boundary
o Context and sentence form decide whether a question word asks a question or is
indefinite.

o FAHIE TN 4 is an embedded question, not automatically a statement that
he wants any food.

17.5.5 Use the distinction
o fI*4 leaves the food unspecified: something to eat.

o Context and sentence form decide whether a question word asks a question or is
indefinite. FX A HIE L2244 is an embedded question, not automatically a
statement that he wants any food.

17.5.6 Try it with help closed

You feel hungry but have not chosen a specific food. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: FAHNZ SH4 .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Context and sentence form decide whether a question word asks a question or is
indefinite.

o WANHIEMENZ 24, is an embedded question, not automatically a statement
that he wants any food.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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17.6 ® 57T (in order to / for the sake of)
17.6.1 A purpose need not have been achieved

o A person runs regularly to improve health.

o NT R, M8 XESE. — N7 names health as the purpose of running.

17.6.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is 2§ (in order to / for the sake of). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

ATRER, fbEXEE.
wei le jian kang ta méi tian pdo bu

Word guide: 25T — in order to; {#EE — health; fit. — he; £k — every day; {4 — run.

17.6.3 Read examples in context

o In the opening example, i T &K, MG REAE. : 5T names health as the

purpose of running.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

17.6.4 Know the boundary
o AR N T AR T I also places the purpose after the subject.

o A purpose is a goal, not evidence that it has been achieved; [K} explains a cause
instead.

17.6.5 Use the distinction

e “HT names health as the purpose of running.

o fihdE KRB TR KA also places the purpose after the subject. A purpose is a
goal, not evidence that it has been achieved; [} explains a cause instead.
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17.6.6 Try it with help closed

A person runs regularly to improve health. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: 2k 7@k, & RigHd,

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

fihEE KR T B B 2E also places the purpose after the subject.

A purpose is a goal, not evidence that it has been achieved; [F°} explains a cause
instead.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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18 Comparison Patterns

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

18.1 m R} . W (&F) (compared with ...)
18.1.1 A comparison needs a named baseline

e You compare this year’s summer with last year’s.

o WEEH, SEHEM, — E4F is the baseline; A4E is the period being evaluated.

18.1.2 Build the form

« The pattern in this lesson is BB ... it (#&3¥) (compared with ...). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BEEWL, SFER.

gen qu nian bl jin nidn geng re

Word guide: ¥R — with; &4 — last year; [ — compare; 4-4F — this year; B8 — even
more; # — hot.

18.1.3 Read examples in context

o In the opening example, JRFE4EH,, SEFM, : K4 is the baseline; 44E is the

period being evaluated.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

18.1.4 Know the boundary
o PREAELER also works.

o A changed baseline can change the claim; hotter than last year does not mean
hotter than every year on record.

18.1.5 Use the distinction
o FA4F is the baseline; 44F is the period being evaluated.

o PREAEHFE K also works. A changed baseline can change the claim; hotter than
last year does not mean hotter than every year on record.
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18.1.6 Try it with help closed

You compare this year’s summer with last year’s. Close the examples. Say a Man-
darin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: [RZE4FEH,, ST,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o PREAEFE S also works.

o A changed baseline can change the claim; hotter than last year does not mean
hotter than every year on record.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

18.2 B ¥ ... ¥ / & (even more than)

18.2.1 A comparison does not set an absolute height

o Two short children differ in height.

o fBHLFREE . — The other child is taller relative to the speaker.

18.2.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is i ... 8 / 3 (even more than). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

B BRER .

ta bi wo geng gao

Word guide: i — he; Ft — than; & — me; ¥ — even more; & — tall.
18.2.3 Read examples in context

« In the opening example, BB EF. : The other child is taller relative to the
speaker.

« Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

18.2.4 Know the boundary

e T can strengthen the comparison without proving that either child is tall against
an adult standard.

o An ordinary [t comparison uses 5, ¥ 5 or iA/ rather than AR 5.
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18.2.5 Use the distinction
e The other child is taller relative to the speaker.

o Hi can strengthen the comparison without proving that either child is tall against
an adult standard. An ordinary Lkt comparison uses [, ¥ /5 or i rather than

HEFAR .
18.2.6 Try it with help closed
Two short children differ in height. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.

Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: fifi 35 5.
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o H can strengthen the comparison without proving that either child is tall against
an adult standard.

o An ordinary [ comparison uses [, ¥ /5 or iA/5 rather than FLFRAR 5.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

18.3 B}, ... Adj + £7T (much more than)

18.3.1 A large gap differs from a precise measurement

o An older child is much taller than a younger child.
« WHEREELT. — £ 71 presents the height difference as large.

18.3.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is l ... Adj + 27T (much more than). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BEREL T .

ta b7 wo gao duo le

Word guide: fth — he; kv — than; & — me; 5 — tall; £ 7 — much more.
18.3.3 Read examples in context

o In the opening example, IR E T : £ T presents the height difference as
large.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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18.3.4 Know the boundary
. T%%T does not state a precise number of centimetres.
e — 5 describes a smaller gap; &1 JE>K supplies a numerical difference.

18.3.5 Use the distinction
o £ 7T presents the height difference as large.

e % T does not state a precise number of centimetres. 15— describes a smaller
gap; 5T JE K supplies a numerical difference.

18.3.6 Try it with help closed

An older child is much taller than a younger child. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: fitilbFH HEZ T .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e 52T does not state a precise number of centimetres.

e H— 5 describes a smaller gap; &1 JEK supplies a numerical difference.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

18.4 ® N1 + A& + N2 + Adj (as ... as)
18.4.1 Ask whether a level is reached

e You want to know whether a child’s height reaches an older sibling’s height.
o WREMEE? — The question asks about reaching the comparison level.

18.4.2 Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is N1 + f + N2 + Adj (as ... as). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

A R

ni you ta gao ma

Word guide: #} — you; & — as ... as; fii — him; 5 — tall.
18.4.3 Read examples in context

o In the opening example, #RAB MEME? : The question asks about reaching the
comparison level.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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18.4.4 Know the boundary

o The question itself does not assert equality.
o An answer such as % confirms a lower height; 7 in this comparison differs from
A —2A 5, where it expresses possession.

18.4.5 Use the distinction
o The question asks about reaching the comparison level.

o The question itself does not assert equality. An answer such as %74 confirms
a lower height; 45 in this comparison differs from & —74<435, where it expresses
possession.

18.4.6 Try it with help closed

You want to know whether a child’s height reaches an older sibling’s height. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change
one detail and try again.

One possible response: {74 fill =L ?

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
The question itself does not assert equality.

An answer such as %4 confirms a lower height; 4 in this comparison differs
from A —74<4;, where it expresses possession.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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19 Complex Sentence Patterns

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

19.1 W &7 . # / & (except / besides)
19.1.1 An exception differs from an addition

o All classmates arrived except one, and a multilingual student speaks English as
well as Chinese.

o BrTHE, RFHEKT. BTHX, HBRLFE L, — S helps mark the exception;

it helps mark the additional skill.

19.1.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is 8T ... #§ / & (except / besides). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BT, KFERT
chi le ta da jia dou lai le

Word guide: [T — except; flh — him; K% — everyone; & — all; 3 — come.

19.1.3 Read examples in context

BRTHIC, MRS,

chi le Zhong wén ta hai hui Ying wén

Word guide: [& T — besides; 13 — Chinese; fifi — he; if — also; £ — can; L —

English.

» In the opening example, BT, KEFERKT . BRT 3, MELRXIEIC. : #K helps
mark the exception; iA helps mark the additional skill.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

19.1.4 Know the boundary

e Read the whole predicate and context instead of treating a single partner word as
an infallible switch.

e The first sentence excludes him from the arrival claim; the second includes both

skills.

19.1.5 Use the distinction
o #F helps mark the exception; iA helps mark the additional skill.
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o Read the whole predicate and context instead of treating a single partner word as
an infallible switch. The first sentence excludes him from the arrival claim; the
second includes both skills.

19.1.6 Try it with help closed

All classmates arrived except one, and a multilingual student speaks English as well
as Chinese. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese.
Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model,
then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: & T, KFEKT. BT P, iASHE T,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

» Read the whole predicate and context instead of treating a single partner word
as an infallible switch.

o The first sentence excludes him from the arrival claim; the second includes both
skills.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

19.2 ® & . @E (if ...)
19.2.1 An invitation depends on free time

o A friend invites you to come if you are available.

o WRAEIFTE, BUORE. — 1Y% closes the stated condition before the invitation.

19.2.2 Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is ZUSE ... B35 (if ...). Locate it in the original interlinear
examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

IRARETE, HRE.
ri guo you shi jian de hua jiu ldi ba
Word guide: g3 — if; 5 — have; Bf[a] — time; )35 — (if); 5k — then; & — come.

19.2.3 Read examples in context

 In the opening example, HIERA BRI HTE, BLEME. : A3 closes the stated

condition before the invitation.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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19.2.4 Know the boundary
o WIRAWHE, KM is also natural.

o 1193 is optional in this frame; it does not guarantee a polite tone regardless of the
rest, of the sentence.

19.2.5 Use the distinction
o 3% closes the stated condition before the invitation.

o WNRABFE, HUENE is also natural. 3% is optional in this frame; it does not
guarantee a polite tone regardless of the rest of the sentence.

19.2.6 Try it with help closed

A friend invites you to come if you are available. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin

response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: UNHA R FTE, SR,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o WIRABHE], BLEI is also natural.

o Wi is optional in this frame; it does not guarantee a polite tone regardless of
the rest of the sentence.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

19.3 ® R ..., #i ... (if ..., then ...)
19.3.1 A backup plan depends on rain

e The group plans not to go outside if it rains.

o WMRTN, BAITRAZE. — Rain is the condition; not going is the planned conse-
quence.

19.3.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is ZA& ... , B ... (if ..., then ...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

WERTW, MAE.
ri quo xid yu jiv bu qu

Word guide: % — if; N — rain; 3 — then; A — not; % — go.
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19.3.3 Read examples in context
o In the opening example, TR TR, BATAZ . : Rain is the condition; not going
is the planned consequence.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

19.3.4 Know the boundary
o MR TWNY, FAIAZE is also possible.

o 3 often makes the condition-result link explicit, but is not compulsory in every I
R sentence. No rain has been asserted yet.

19.3.5 Use the distinction

e Rain is the condition; not going is the planned consequence.

o W T, FAIAZE is also possible. Hf often makes the condition-result link
explicit, but is not compulsory in every Y15 sentence. No rain has been asserted
yet.

19.3.6 Try it with help closed

The group plans not to go outside if it rains. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. FExplain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: {15 i, %TI]E}ET?E

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o W TW, FAIAZE is also possible.

o 3 often makes the condition-result link explicit, but is not compulsory in every
5 sentence. No rain has been asserted yet.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

19.4 ® R{H ... .. (not only ... but also)
19.4.1 Two pomts can concern different people

e You describe a household in which both siblings can speak Chinese.

o NMEEFFF&HI, MHBEKEES. — The second clause adds the sister’s ability to
the brother’s.

19.4.2 Build the form

« The pattern in this lesson is AAMH. ... , M H. ... (not only ... but also). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.
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XAEAMEEE, TWHFE.

zhé ge cai bi dan pidn yi ér qié hdo chi

Word guide: X — this; > — (measure word); ¢ — dish; AN{H — not only; f#’H. — cheap;
Ml H. — but also; -1z — tasty.

19.4.3 Read examples in context
o In the opening example, MEEFEF& T, T HHEHKM LS. : The second clause
adds the sister’s ability to the brother’s.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

19.4.4 Know the boundary
o Place A {H before the first subject when the subjects differ.

o With a shared subject, fitiA{HE&H 30, 1] H4&9E W is natural. The frame need not
always describe only one subject.

19.4.5 Use the distinction
e The second clause adds the sister’s ability to the brother’s.

o Place An{H before the first subject when the subjects differ. With a shared subject,
fiAHS e, i H4s92 3 is natural. The frame need not always describe only

one subject.

19.4.6 Try it with help closed

You describe a household in which both siblings can speak Chinese. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: NMHEFEFSH I, M HIRFRH 2.
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o Place A~H before the first subject when the subjects differ.
o With a shared subject, i A{HL 3, i H49E 3 is natural. The frame need

not always describe only one subject.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.
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20 Comparing similar adverbs

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

20.1 ® F vs B (late vs early)
20.1.1 One clock time supports two reactions

o An early worker expects arrival at six; a late worker expects arrival at nine.

o NAEHEBT . WALAB. — 3t and A4 present the same arrival time as early

or late against different expectations.

20.1.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is 4 vs g (late vs early). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

A RRERR T
ta liv dian jiu qi chudng le

Word guide: fth — he; 7555 — six o’clock; 3 — already; K — get up.

20.1.3 Read examples in context

fb LR AR .

ta jiu dian cdi qi chudng

Word guide: ft — he; JL — nine o’clock; 4 — not until; K — get up.

« In the opening example, {8\ BB T . WAL A D], : 3L and A4 present the same
arrival time as early or late against different expectations.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

20.1.4 Know the boundary

e Check the expected time, not only the clock number.

e 1 is common in the completed 4 example; the words themselves do not assign a
tense to every sentence.

20.1.5 Use the distinction

e 4t and A present the same arrival time as early or late against different expecta-
tions.

o Check the expected time, not only the clock number. | is common in the com-
pleted #f example; the words themselves do not assign a tense to every sentence.
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20.1.6 Try it with help closed

An early worker expects arrival at six; a late worker expects arrival at nine. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change
one detail and try again.

One possible response: fth/\ Sut#] 7. fh/\ 543,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o Check the expected time, not only the clock number.

e 1 is common in the completed #f example; the words themselves do not assign
a tense to every sentence.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

20.2 ® §] vs FiA (just now: adverb vs time-word)
20.2.1 Place a recent-time expression correctly

o A friend left shortly before you arrived.
o fBRIE. RIAfBEFEX L. — W modifies the leaving; W4 names the earlier time

when he was here.

20.2.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is B vs WA (just now: adverb vs time-word).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

fBRIE .
ta gang zou

Word guide: i — he; Mi| — just; & — leave.

20.2.3 Read examples in context

W A At EaX L

gang cdi ta zai zher

Word guide: M| — a moment ago; fifi — he; £ — be at; ) % JI, — here.

« In the opening example, fBRIFE . RIAfBEFEX L. | modifies the leaving; K|
7" names the earlier time when he was here.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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20.2.4 Know the boundary

o NI can describe a short interval relative to a stated event, as in W Z|2#F 5L MY
7.

e N4 can occur before or after the subject and in K| 4" HE Jif; it is a time expression,
not merely a longer K.

20.2.5 Use the distinction
o NI modifies the leaving; WI|4" names the earlier time when he was here.

o P can describe a short interval relative to a stated event, as in N #|2# &5 W

T. WA can occur before or after the subject and in K| A A HL{%; it is a time
expression, not merely a longer M.

20.2.6 Try it with help closed

A friend left shortly before you arrived. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: fiN|E. RWIAfALEX L.
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o N can describe a short interval relative to a stated event, as in M| 2|2~ 5L WY

T.
o WA can occur before or after the subject and in K| A B H §f; it is a time
expression, not merely a longer K.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

20.3 ® F 5 vs — & (a bit too... vs a little ...er)
20.3.1 An evaluation becomes a request

e A coat costs more than you want to pay, so you ask for a small reduction.

o XK AEER. BMHE—KME, — A5 evaluates the price; {§'H— i asks for

a lower price.

20.3.2 Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is ¥ vs — & (a bit too... vs a little ...er). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XA B
zhé jian yi fu you didn gui
Word guide: iX — this; {f — (measure word); A<k — clothes; 4 35 — a bit; 5v —

expensive.
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20.3.3 Read examples in context

FEE—RIE!

pidan yi yi dian ba

Word guide: f#'H — cheap; — & — a little.

« In the opening example, XK BA K H. FHEH—RIE, : G55 evaluates the
price; {§’EH— & asks for a lower price.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

20.3.4 Know the boundary
o A5 precedes the adjective and — i follows it here.

e A5 often expresses an unwanted state but can express mild surprise or feelings
such as A &5 2%; negative evaluation is usual, not compulsory.

20.3.5 Use the distinction
o 5 evaluates the price; {iH— & asks for a lower price.
o A /& precedes the adjective and — g follows it here. £ fi often expresses an

unwanted state but can express mild surprise or feelings such as G f /5 2%; negative
evaluation is usual, not compulsory.

20.3.6 Try it with help closed

A coat costs more than you want to pay, so you ask for a small reduction. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change

one detail and try again.

One possible response: XK IRA S 5. HE—SME,
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o A5 precedes the adjective and — & follows it here.

o A /5 often expresses an unwanted state but can express mild surprise or feelings
such as A /&5 2%; negative evaluation is usual, not compulsory.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

20.4 ® H vs ¥ (again: future vs past)
20.4.1 Distinguish a new plan from a known recurrence

o A visitor came today and plans another visit tomorrow.

o SRAMNKT, BARER. — X marks today’s recurrence; F- proposes the next

visit.
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20.4.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is J- vs X (again: future vs past). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

s SGRE T .
ta you chi dao le
Word guide: fth — he; ¥ — again; iR | — late.

20.4.3 Read examples in context

B R FEoRIE !

ming tian zai lai ba

Word guide: H-K — tomorrow; - — again; % — come.

o In the opening example, SFRABNEK T, BIRFEE. : X marks today’s recurrence;
H- proposes the next visit.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

20.4.4 Know the boundary
 This is a useful basic contrast, not a past/future tense system.
o HRN 2B H— is a known recurrence in the future; F- also links subsequent steps,

as in JYeFH HUL.
20.4.5 Use the distinction

o ¥ marks today’s recurrence; F- proposes the next visit.

« This is a useful basic contrast, not a past/future tense system. HJ K @& EH— is
a known recurrence in the future; - also links subsequent steps, as in 4¢& Fijt.

20.4.6 Try it with help closed

A visitor came today and plans another visit tomorrow. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: 4 KA Xk T, BHRHE.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

« This is a useful basic contrast, not a past/future tense system.

o B RN ZEH— is a known recurrence in the future; F- also links subsequent
steps, as in J¢& L.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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21 Comparing similar conjunctions

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

21.1 ® §RR vs B (or: question vs statement)
21.1.1 An embedded question still asks for a choice

* You do not know which drink a guest prefers.

o BAHGEAMIESIGAEMIME, — 1A 52 keeps the alternative choice inside the statement

of uncertainty.

21.1.2 Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is ¥R vs B (or: question vs statement). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HRUEASIR R PIHE?
ni he cha hav shi ka fer
Word guide: #} — you; Mg — drink; Z% — tea; A2 — or; IIME — coffee.

21.1.3 Read examples in context

FREE MHEERAT -

chd huo zhé ka fer dou xing

Word guide: %% — tea; {3 — or; MIME — coffee; & — both; 47 — fine.

« In the opening example, RAHIEMIFIABRMIME, : i£2 keeps the alternative

choice inside the statement of uncertainty.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

21.1.4 Know the boundary

o Compare 55 Z MIMEERST, a statement offering acceptable options.

o Choose #AJ2 for an alternative question, including an embedded one, rather than
using the whole sentence’s final punctuation alone.

21.1.5 Use the distinction
o iAJE keeps the alternative choice inside the statement of uncertainty.

o Compare 580 F MIMEELST, a statement offering acceptable options. Choose iff
42 for an alternative question, including an embedded one, rather than using the
whole sentence’s final punctuation alone.
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21.1.6 Try it with help closed

You do not know which drink a guest prefers. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: FAHIE M54 2 MIME

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
Compare Z58% Z MMEERTT, a statement offering acceptable options.

Choose A2 for an alternative question, including an embedded one, rather than
using the whole sentence’s final punctuation alone.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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22 Comparing similar time words

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

22.1 B PIis vs R)5 vs J5E (then / after)
22.1.1 A plan’s next step differs from a later story

e You first eat and then plan to study; later you describe what actually happened.

o SR, REFET . BRBRMONEIT —H. — A5 gives the next step, while /5

3 introduces the later part of the account.

22.1.2 Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is PAJ§ vs )5 vs JG¥ (then / after). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

SR, RIGHER.
xian chi fan ran hou shui jido

Word guide: 4 — first; FA4g — eat; #RJi5 — then; 4T — sleep.

22.1.3 Read examples in context

JERBAI’E .

hou ldi wo men méi qu

Word guide: J53k — later; 34T — we; % — not; % — go.

o In the opening example, Gz, RIGH¥T . FRBIAINEI T 8. : R gives
the next step, while J53£ introduces the later part of the account.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

22.1.4 Know the boundary
e PLJ5 can follow a reference event: W2 DAIG24>].

o A future plan does not normally use J5¥ to mean next; choose from temporal
relationship, not the shared English word then.

22.1.5 Use the distinction
o YRJ5 gives the next step, while 53 introduces the later part of the account.

e PAJI can follow a reference event: Wz PAJG2%>]. A future plan does not normally
use 53 to mean next; choose from temporal relationship, not the shared English
word then.
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22.1.6 Try it with help closed

You first eat and then plan to study; later you describe what actually happened.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain
briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then
change one detail and try again.

One possible response: Jeizik, RG> . FRFBATNE X T —i.

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
PLJG can follow a reference event: WAURDAJG24> .

A future plan does not normally use 5% to mean next; choose from temporal
relationship, not the shared English word then.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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