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HSK 3 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

A vs B (late vs early)

B Same time, different reactions

o The meeting starts at nine. Li arrived at 8:30; Wang strolled in at 9:30.

« MEARERET, PEALRELE.

didn’t arrive until 9:30.”

— “Li was there as early as 8:30; Wang

B Time + Eﬁ + Verb 4+ T versus Time 4+ 4 + Verb

o BL = earlier, sooner or easier than expected; the sentence usually has T: fth/5 5
MEKT .

o 7 = later or harder than expected: fth J1 5 A FLJK is the short model used here.
Other contexts can also include .

AN RRERT -

ta liv didn jiu qi chudng le

Word guide: ftfi — he; 755 — six o’clock; 5 — already; # K — get up.

Wi early - 7 late

who when link verb
zs e o T
INE AV-E = ik g
Xido LT ba dian ban jit dao le
Xiao Li at 8:30 already arrived

INFERE¥ATE, — Xiao Wang did not arrive until 9:30.

B |t depends on the expectation

« A child getting up at seven for school: -t EERARK T if you expected eight.
« The same seven o’clock for a farmer who usually rises at five: fli-£ A TRIR.
LR A RRIR

ta jit dian cdi qi chudng

Word guide: ftfi — he; JL5 — nine o’clock; 7" — not until; &K — get up.

B The T rule

3 sentences about the past normally take 1 fill/\ S5t3] T .
o Use fi+ 5 4% as the simple late-arrival model. This is not a ban on T in every
sentence containing 7.

B With amounts and effort too
o 5l = little effort needed: BT —HWEE T . — “He understood after reading it

once.”

o 4 = alot of effort needed: WE T =@ A, — “I only understood after reading
it three times.”

RET=RAHE.

wo kan le san bian cdi dong

Word guide: ¥ — I; & — read; =ji — three times; 7" — only then; {# — understand.
B Recap

o BE can present an event as early, quick or easy; A" as late, slow or hard. Aspect
marking depends on the complete sentence.

e The choice depends on the speaker’s expectation, not on the clock alone.

Practise this pattern step by step.

M| vs B (just now: adverb vs time-word)

B You only just missed her

e You knock on your friend’s door; her roommate says she left a few minutes ago.
o WEWIAHET. — “She went out a moment ago.” KA is a time word for “just

now .

B K] is an adverb, R4 is a time word

o Wl + Verb = “have just (done)”; it goes right before the verb: FNIF| — “I've just
arrived.”

o WA = “a moment ago”; like FE-R, it can start the sentence: WA 4RZEHEIL T ?
RAIBIRK.

wo gang dao jia
Word guide: F — I; K| — just; #| — arrive; % — home.



M7 a moment ago (a time word)

who when verb
4t (il HET
ta gangcai chaqu le
she just now went out

B How recent is “just”?

e N can stretch: BRIEILITR—4H. — “He’s only been in Beijing a month.” It is
recent from the speaker’s view.

o WA is only a few minutes ago: KA AG/RFTHIE. — “Someone called you just
now.”

RIAH NBARITHTE .

gang cdi you rén gei ni da dian hua

Word guide: WA — just now; /g — there was; A\ — someone; 245 — to; 4 — you; ] —
make; HL{% — a phone call.

B Position and T

o [I| never starts the sentence: FNINZ1, not MIFHZM. KA may come first: Nij A4
KIZIRT .

o I + verb usually has no T: FEWIF]. W4 sentences take T normally: N4
T

B R4 can describe a past state
o NMI7A works with adjectives and negatives: RIAR#, BEFLT . — “It was hot

just now; now it’s much better.”
o [ does not: you cannot say WI{R#. Use KA.

RIA R, REFLT.

gang cdi hén ré zian zai hdo duo le

Word guide: M7 — just now; {8 — very; #% — hot; FLFE — now; & — better; £ — much.
B Recap

« Wl + Verb = have just done (adverb, before the verb, usually no ).

o WA = a moment ago (time word, can start the sentence, works with T, adjectives

and %).
Practise this pattern step by step.

A vs —& (a bit too... vs a little ...er)

B Trying on shoes

o The shoes fit badly and you want to ask for another size.

o XWEER KD, AR—REG?

slightly bigger pair?”

— “These shoes are a bit small. Do you have a

B A 4+ Adj before, Adj + —j after

o« A (JL) + Adj = “a bit (too) ..”, usually a complaint: £ 55, H 54
o Adj + —& (JL) = “alittle more ..”, for comparing or asking: {fH— i, -
SRERR.

jin tian you didn léng

Word guide: 4K — today; A 5 — a bit; & — cold.

BR— 5.

£ = complains; adjective + —g= asks for a change

question word

BARA—RHIG

you da yidian de ma

thing verb

B/

ydudian xido

XINEE

zhe shuang xié

these shoes are a bit small a bigger pair?

B Complain, then request

+ Bargaining: XAE K5, BEE—REG?

a little cheaper?”

o Asking for change: YRIEEH EIR, HIHEB—K. — “You speak a bit fast; please
speak a little slower.”

BB —A.

qing shuo man yi dian

Word guide: i — please; Ui, — speak; & — slow; — 5 — a little.

— “It’s a bit expensive; can you make it

B Keep them on the right side

o A A goes before the adjective: 5 5%, not A M.
g J

o — i1 goes after the adjective: f'H— 5, not — i f#H (— 4% before a noun means
“a little of”: —p7K).



B A& sounds negative

o 5 + a pleasant word sounds odd: A A is unusual. Use fRIES or HoE

=
o A5 + negative adjectives is natural: 5 2, G EME, A EAETIR.
RA KGR

wo you didn bu shu fu
Word guide: 3¢ — I; 5 — a bit; AN — not; 7R — well.
B Recap

o B + Adj=abit too .. (a complaint); Adj + — g = a little more ... (comparison
or request).

o Typical pair: A 53¢, HE— £,
Practise this pattern step by step.

F vs X (again: future vs past)

B Again: done or still to come?

¢ You visited the Great Wall last year. This year you went again, and next year you
want to go once more.

o WEYENETKIR, HERLREEZE., — “I went to the Great Wall again this year,

and I want to go again next year.”

B Y for the past, F for the future

e X + Verb 4+ T =it happened again (already): fth iRF| T .

« | + Verb = do it again (still to come), in plans, requests and suggestions: i
Vb — k.

BHER—HE.

qing zai shuo yi bian

Word guide: i — please; Jf — again; i, — say; —ifi — once.

X: again (done) - B: again (still to come)

when verb

SE XET BREF HEBE
jinnian you qu le mingnian héi xiang zai qu

this year went again next year want to go again

B Requests and plans

o IR TFRER! - “Come again next time!”

o WATHEREEIE. — “Let’s discuss it again tomorrow.” F can also mean “then,
later”.

SR T RFER !

huan ying nt xid ct zai ldi

Word guide: ¥Kill — welcome; /R — you; K — next time; - — again; % — come.

B Picking the right “again”

 Past repetition: ¥, not F: MBFER X T, not fMFERFHK T .

o Future plan or request: Ff, not X: B RFFH, not HK K (unless it is a pre-
dictable repeat).

B The exception: certain repeats

e ¥ can look ahead for something sure to come round again: B R X RRKXRT! -
“It’s the weekend again tomorrow!”

o WAHF / LG shows a wish to repeat: FELAHFIZ—®i — “I'd like another
bowl.”
RIEETTE—Bi.
wo hdi xiang zai chi yi wan
Word guide: ¥ — I; if — still; 2 — want; Ff — again; 1z — eat; —#i — a bowl.
B Recap
o X = again, already happened (X + V + 7). B = again, still to come (plans,
requests).
o X can look ahead only for a certain repeat (X &R T ).

Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

B 4 vs Bt (late vs early)
0213.1 The train was due at ten but arrived at eleven. ‘kZE+— 5 ........... 2,
0213.2 Which reports arrival as early in the completed-event model used here?

o A BRI T L

o B AT 5ET.

o CoAtRART.

o D.Ath-b SRR T,

0213.3 “I asked three times before he agreed.” Which word fits? Fa] 7" =& il
)



A X
« B. A
o Coulb
« D. H
0213.4 Build: “He got up as early as six.”
Arrange all chunks: ffh / 3t / &K T . / 7S
0213.5 The meeting starts at nine. Li arrived at 8:30; Wang strolled in at 9:30. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in

English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B J] vs WA (just now: adverb vs time-word)
0214.1 Complete: “What did you say just now?” ..
0214.2 Which sentence is correct?

. A AIFREIE.

o B. FHIKNI.

o C. FHIFZK.

« D. W%,

0214.3 NI AfR4r: is correct, but WIFR4T: is not.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

oo PRUBATA?

0214.4 Build: “Someone called you just now.”
Arrange all chunks: WA / 4548 / BN / ¥THIE.

0214.5 You knock on your friend’s door; her roommate says she left a few minutes
ago. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain
briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then
change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B HE vs —& (a bit too... vs a little ...er)

0215.1 Complain: “The soup is a bit salty” ¥ oo Jio
0215.2 Ask for change: “Could you walk a little faster?”
o A RRE—RIPUENS?

o B. WRAEEA SUHRIE?

o CRBEEMR—RinG?
« D. fRAEA M PUEN?

0215.3 Build: “It’s a bit expensive; can you make it a little cheaper?”
Arrange all chunks: BEfE'H / —SNg? /| XANHE LS /

0215.4 fihA 572 is a natural compliment.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0215.5 The shoes fit badly and you want to ask for another size. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B 5 vs X (again: future vs past)
0216.1 Ask politely: “Please try again.” 35 ........ iI—¥Ko
0216.2 Fill both gaps: fll EANEW]  J&E 17, BEAWTNH kK.

o AP
« B. X .. %
« C.H .. X
e D. Y .

0216.3 Build: “Come again next time!”
Arrange all chunks: iR / 5 / YR / k!
0216.4 BAR Y EEMH T is correct.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0216.5 You visited the Great Wall last year. This year you went again, and next year
you want to go once more. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write
it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.



Answers and explanations

B 4 vs Bt (late vs early)

0213.1 A

Eleven is later than the expected ten, so use 7.
0213.2 D. {582 T

i 5 33| T presents seven as early. 74" would express the opposite expectation; T
is not universally banned after 4.

0213.3 B.

Three requests means more effort than expected, so 7.

0213.4 b7 kiR T

Time + Ht + Verb + 7.

0213.5 One possible response: />

/R T, ADEIURCEAE]

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
» 4l sentences about the past normally take T7: fh/\ S 5tE| T

o Use fti+ 5 4% as the simple late-arrival model. This is not a ban on T in every
sentence containing 7.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B J vs BIA (just now: adverb vs time-word)

0214.1 WA

Only the time word W4~ can start the sentence.

0214.2 C. F&NIF| K.

NI stands right before the verb; it cannot start the sentence or go before an adjective.
0214.3 True.

M4 can describe a state a moment ago; K] only goes before an action verb.
0214.4 WIAHG NG ARFTHIE

WIA + N + 4 + person + FTHLIE.

0214.5 One possible response: | A4 H %7 .

Check meaning and form:

¢ My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o NI never starts the sentence: FKNIFZHL, not WIFIZIR. KA may come first: Wi A4
KIZIRT.

o [ + verb usually has no T": FWI%|. WA sentences take | normally: fBRI|A 5
7.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B A vs —& (a bit too...
0215.1 A5

A 5 + Adj for something slightly unwelcome.
0215.2 C. {RfgEP— fE?

Verb + Adj + — 4 asks for “a little more .
0215.3 XA S5, REMEH-—ng?
A 1.+ Adj (complaint), then Adj +
0215.4 False.

A & usually goes with unwelcome qualities Say {3 2=

ROV )V, A R— R g ?

vs a little ...er)

— 15 (request).

0215.5 One possible response:

Check meaning and form:

¢ My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o A i goes before the adjective: 4 15 5¢, not T4 s

o — i1 goes after the adjective: ff'H — 5, not — 5 H (— 4% before a noun means
“a little of”: — 7K.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B 5 vs X (again: future vs past)

0216.1 i

A request for a future repeat takes J.

0216.2 D. ¥ .. i

The cold already came back (X ); the check-up is still to come (F).
0216.3 Wl AR k!

Time word + F§- + verb for a future repeat.

0216.4 True.



N can look ahead for a repeat that is certain to come.
0216.5 One possible response: 44 X4 T Kk, B4ELRHTEZ,

Check meaning and form:

L]

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

Past repetition: ¥, not - fihFER N3 T, not MBVERFHE T .

Future plan or request: Ff, not X: B KA, not B K K (unless it is a pre-
dictable repeat).

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.




