Complex Sentence Patterns
HSK 3 Grammar

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

BT ... #8 / & (except / besides)

B An exception differs from an addition

o All classmates arrived except one, and a multilingual student speaks English as
well as Chinese.

« BT, KEERT. BT HX, #ELEX.
it helps mark the additional skill.

— #B helps mark the exception;

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is & T ... # / & (except / besides). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BT, REHRKT .
chi le ta da jia dou ldi le

Word guide: & T — except; fih — him; K% — everyone; #B — all; 3¢ — come.

B Read examples in context

BRTHIX, MEaiE.

chi le Zhong wén ta hadi hui Ying wén

Word guide: [T — besides; H13 — Chinese; i — he;
English.

« In the opening example, BT, KFERT . BT H3C, WELIEIC. : A helps

mark the exception; iA helps mark the additional skill.

it — also; & — can; T —

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
¢ Read the whole predicate and context instead of treating a single partner word as
an infallible switch.

e The first sentence excludes him from the arrival claim; the second includes both
skills.

B Use the distinction
o %R helps mark the exception; if helps mark the additional skill.

« Read the whole predicate and context instead of treating a single partner word as
an infallible switch. The first sentence excludes him from the arrival claim; the
second includes both skills.

B Try it with help closed

All classmates arrived except one, and a multilingual student speaks English as well
as Chinese. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese.
Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model,
then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: [ T, KEHEK T . B THIC, WitSEL,

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Read the whole predicate and context instead of treating a single partner word
as an infallible switch.

e The first sentence excludes him from the arrival claim; the second includes both
skills.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

W ... B (if )

B An invitation depends on free time

e A friend invites you to come if you are available.

o TSRABFEIMIEE, BRRIE. — 193E closes the stated condition before the invitation.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is ZH3R ... BY3§ (if ...). Locate it in the original interlinear
examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

WA RE T, BRI
T guo you shi jian de hud jiu ldi ba

Word guide: I3 — if; 5 — have; f[E] — time; F35 — (if); 5k -

then; 3¢ — come.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, HNERAH B E B35, BEIE,

condition before the invitation.

M35 closes the stated

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.



B Know the boundary

o WIHARHE, SN is also natural.
o HYJif is optional in this frame; it does not guarantee a polite tone regardless of the
rest of the sentence.

B Use the distinction
o [ closes the stated condition before the invitation.

o WNHA WA, PSRN is also natural. B4 is optional in this frame; it does not
guarantee a polite tone regardless of the rest of the sentence.

B Try it with help closed

A friend invites you to come if you are available. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin

response, then write it in Chinese. FExplain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: WA BE W5, BRI,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o WIHABHE], ST is also natural.

o [ is optional in this frame; it does not guarantee a polite tone regardless of
the rest of the sentence.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

mE ..., B ... (if ..., then ...)

B A backup plan depends on rain

¢ The group plans not to go outside if it rains.
o WIRTFM, BIEAAZE. — Rain is the condition; not going is the planned conse-

quence.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is IR ... , Bt ... (if ..., then ..). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

METW, ®AE.
i guo xid yu jiv bu qu
Word guide: 4[5 — if; N[ — rain; 5 — then; A — not; % — go.

B Read examples in context
e In the opening example, IR TN, BATEAZE . - Rain is the condition; not going
is the planned consequence.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o MR TN, FATAZE is also possible.
o 3 often makes the condition-result link explicit, but is not compulsory in every %[l
R sentence. No rain has been asserted yet.

B Use the distinction

o Rain is the condition; not going is the planned consequence.

o MR TW, FAIAZK is also possible. Hf often makes the condition-result link
explicit, but is not compulsory in every 15 sentence. No rain has been asserted
yet.

B Try it with help closed

The group plans not to go outside if it rains. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: {15 N, FHATIAZE.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o WM, FAIAZE is also possible.

o Jl often makes the condition-result link explicit, but is not compulsory in every
15 sentence. No rain has been asserted yet.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

AHE ..., MH .. (not only ... but also)

B Two points can concern different people

e You describe a household in which both siblings can speak Chinese.

. Xﬁ%}%}%’?‘i, ﬁﬁﬂfﬂ&!ﬁ&‘&%u — The second clause adds the sister’s ability to

the brother’s.



B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is AMH ... , i H. ... (not only ... but also). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XAEAEMEE, THFZ.

zhé ge cai bi dan pidn yi ér qi¢ hdo chi

Word guide: iX — this; 4~ — (measure word); 3% — dish; AM{H — not only; f#H — cheap;
1M H. — but also; ¥z — tasty.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, AMEEFEF&HIL, W HKEKWMS . : The second clause
adds the sister’s ability to the brother’s.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o Place AMH before the first subject when the subjects differ.

o With a shared subject, fliANMH£H1 3, 1 H£# X is natural. The frame need not
always describe only one subject.

B Use the distinction

e The second clause adds the sister’s ability to the brother’s.

o Place ANfH before the first subject when the subjects differ. With a shared subject,
fi A H St 3C, i H 493 is natural. The frame need not always describe only
one subject.

B Try it with help closed

You describe a household in which both siblings can speak Chinese. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: ANHEFEFSH 3, 1 Hik k2.
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o Place AMH before the first subject when the subjects differ.

o With a shared subject, i A{HLH, i H£ 3 is natural. The frame need
not always describe only one subject.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.




