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HSK 3 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

R ... b (&3k) (compared with ...)

B Your city or mine?

o A friend from Shanghai is visiting your small town and finds everything slower and
quieter.

. BE¥W, XILE#ELT. — “Compared with Shanghai, it’s much quieter here.”

"R+ B+l GER), A ..

- I B i (&3k) = “compared with B” sets up the comparison first; the comment
on A follows.

o It often starts the sentence, separated by a comma: FRE4EH, SHERE RNE
T.

BREEWL, SFRET .

gen qu nian bi jin nidn re duo le

Word guide: ff — with; 24 — last year; k. — compared; 4-4F — this year; # — hot;

% — much.

iR ALb, B + adjective + %7

link where verb
= > form
IR _Eistl X)L Lk %27
gén Shanghai bl zher anjing duo le
compared with Shanghai here quiet much more

B After the subject
« The phrase can follow the subject: IREBIREFEFHAER , BRHEIE. — “Compared

with my brother, I'm still rather short.”
« il can replace Bl AALFIL, I MIBAIEL.

LR, TMNERAISZS .

hé Beéi jing bi Gudang zhou nuan huo de duo

Word guide: #1 — with; b5 — Beijing; H, — compared; " || — Guangzhou; BZFI1 —
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warm; 542 — much more.

® Do not add [, twice

o After f B I, the comment uses a plain adjective (+ 27 / —&): ZEL T, not
bz 1.
o Keep I} before B: iR _F¥FEL, not IR k.

B W versus A B
o A [t B + Adj is one tight sentence: X JLI_FifF2c5.
o I B LK, A .. sets the scene first, which suits longer descriptions and opinions.

XL BigEEH.

zhér bi Shang hai an jing

Word guide: iXJI, — here; F — than; ¥ — Shanghai; Z## — quiet.
B Recap

- B/ # BH EFR), A+ Adj = compared with B, A is ...
e No second [t in the comment; £ T or — & often follow the adjective.

Practise this pattern step by step.

i ... 8 / #& (even more than)

B Already tall, and even taller

e Your friend is already tall, but her younger sister, only fourteen, is taller still.

. WRE, MHREKRLHIAT. — “She’s tall, and her younger sister is even taller.”

B AHKB+E /iR + Adjective

o T or 3B before the adjective = “even more”: B is already Adj, and A goes beyond
it.

o [ comes first, then T or iff, then the bare adjective: HABTEET:, HMIFERILE.

SRUEMERER .

jin tian bi zud tian géng leng
Word guide: 4K — today; kb — than; FEK — yesterday; B — even more; ¥ — cold.

A Lt B it + adjective: even more

who link verb

fthgRIR ne it @& =

her sister than her even taller
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B J8 adds surprise

e H is neutral and common in writing: X/~ {EHE I,

A sounds more surprised or emphatic in speech: EXASEHIFARBE! — “This dish
is even spicier than that one!”

XASE LIRS
zheé ge cai bi na ge hai la

Word guide: X~ — this; 3¢ — dish; H — than; 4~ — that one; i — even; 3 — spicy.

B 73 does not belong in K, sentences
o Use I or if for “even more”, never {R or dE%: LM TE &, not HLABIR 5.
o B /K go after the Lt phrase, before the adjective: FLIKEEIT:, not B ELFRAT:.

B ¥ without K,
« i also works alone when the comparison is clear: ERZx, EREEWRINIHE.

“I like tea, but I like coffee even more.”

e A in this sense needs the [, comparison.

REE R

wo geng xi huan ka fei

Word guide: & — I; B — even more; =4 — like; IfiHE — coffee.

B Recap

« AWBE /& + Adj = A is even more Adj than B (B is already Adj).

e 1A sounds more emphatic; B also works without [b. Never R in a [ sentence.

Practise this pattern step by step.

K ... Adj + £7T (much more than)

B Plane or train?

e You are choosing how to get from Beijing to Guangzhou. The train takes eight
hours, the plane three.

o KM KEREL T, — “Flying is much faster than taking the train.”

"AWKB+Ad+ET /B/E
o Adj + 27T or Adj + B after a [, comparison = “much more ...”.
o The degree comes after the adjective, never before it.

X IR RARE

zhe jian bi na jian gur de duo

Word guide: X — this; {4 — (measure word); k. — than; #f — that; {4 — one; 7 —
expensive; 52 — much more.
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how link verb
AATKA 4 oz RZT
zuo féiji bi zuo hudché kuai duo le
flying than the train much faster

B A little, or by how much

o —/& / —& for “alittle more”: 4 KHHERM—5. — “Today is a bit hotter than
yesterday.”

« An exact amount also goes after the adjective: fiHbFRK =3, — “He’s three years
older than me.”

LR KR=% .
ta b1 wo da san sui
Word guide: fth — he; kb — than; & — me; K — older; =% — three years.

B The amount comes last

o Say RZ T, not ZLT or L T : the degree follows the adjective.
o Put an exact difference after the adjective: =%, not =%k in a [t sentence.

B £7T versus 5%

e Both mean “much more”; 27 is a little more spoken, 4% a little more neutral.
o £ 77 also works without [ for a change: FHWIHFZ2 T — “I'm much better now.”

REPRHEZ T .

wo de bing hdo duo le
Word guide: 3¢ — my; %5 — illness; #f — better; £ — much.

B Recap

« AKB+ Adj + £7T /8% = much more; + — & = a little more; + amount
= by that much.

o Every degree word or amount comes after the adjective.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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N1 + F + N2 + Adj (as ... as)

B Growing up fast

e Your nephew was tiny last year; now he reaches your shoulder.

o MPERXAZAET! — “He’s almost as tall as me!”

" A LA+ B+ (X4 ) FA) + Adiective

« AKF B (FBA) + Adj = “A is as Adj as B”: A reaches B’s level.

o It is often used in questions and with it or B4 A REIL? — “Is he as tall as
you?”

B R EGS?

ta you ni gao ma

Word guide: fth — he; F —is as ... as; ¥R — you; & — tall.

A & B (X4) + adjective: as ... as

who when link verb
Il AR / —_—
1t R =) XAR T
ta kuai you wo zheme gao le
he almost as ... as my height (change)

B Reaching a level

o AN EBEBRIBA K., — “This watermelon is as big as a basketball.”

o With B4: BEFPXBELEMIBAIFT. — “My Chinese is already as good as
his.”

XA BRI A K.

zhé ge xi gua you ldn qiv na me da

Word guide: X4~ — this; P§JI\ — watermelon; 5 — is as .. as; 5Bk — a basketball; #f

2, — s0; K — big.

B Bare adjective, and ¥4 for “not as”

« No fR: HbALA 5, not AR E.
o The negative is %7, which you know already: fih{% G35 — “He isn’t as tall as
me.”
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A .. JBA versus BB ... —FE

o R B —#F + Adj says the two are equal: fbiRF—F+f5.

o A B IB4 + Adj says A reaches B’s level, often as a question or a surprise: g
AT

RBERTR—FER

ta gen wo yi yang gao

Word guide: fi — he; ff — and; F& — I; —Ff — equally; /5 — tall.

B Recap

« AKF B (X4/FP4) + Adj = A is as Adj as B, A reaches B’s level.

o Common in questions and with {t / £.£; negative % £ .

Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

B .. K (&F) (compared with ...)

0402.1 Complete: “Compared with last month, I'm much busier.” ........ EHLH,
EIEZ T .

0402.2 Which sentence is correct?

o ALJRACECH, BN

o BRI, RiE—R

o C.RRAURH, EBigpheih—iS.

o DR, FigHH—RL

0402.3 Build: “Compared with Beijing, Guangzhou is much warmer.”

Arrange all chunks: BEF1R2. /, /77N / FERLE

0402.4 { Fifglt, XILL#HZL T and XL FELHZL T compare the same two

places.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0402.5 A friend from Shanghai is visiting your small town and finds everything slower
and quieter. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese.
Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model,
then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B .. ¥® /& (even more than)

0403.1 Complete: “This one is even cheaper than that one.” XIS v fH
H

0403.2 Which sentence is correct?

o A AIRAEF R
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« B. L FRARTERA

o C. il bEFR HERAH

o D. fBTE HIRIRAT

0403.3 Build: “I like tea, but I like coffee even more.”
Arrange all chunks: , {HI / =XKL / FEZIWR / WHIHE.
0403.4 Ik e ihif = implies that she is already quite tall.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0403.5 Your friend is already tall, but her younger sister, only fourteen, is taller still.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B .. Adj + £7 (much more than)
0404.1 Complete: “This room is much bigger than that one” X~ [E] LA K

w0

0404.2 Which says “My sister is two years younger than me.”?

o ABRIRPIZ HFR/)N.

o B RIRIEFRNI S

o C.IRIREELFRFTZ /N

o D. RIRIIRAR/ NS

0404.3 Build: “Today is a bit hotter than yesterday.”
Arrange all chunks: FUHER / &K / #/ —5i.
0404.4 FHIHIHF2 T needs EE to be correct.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0404.5 You are choosing how to get from Beijing to Guangzhou. The train takes eight
hours, the plane three. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it
in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with
the model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B N1+ F + N2 + Adj (as ... as)

0405.1 Ask: “Is your hometown as cold as Harbin?” {RIIFK S .......... B IREHAS L
7

0405.2 Which sentence is correct?

o A fiX 26K

o B A EFIX A,

o CAbA AR .

ju)
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o D AKX AE.

0405.3 Build: “This watermelon is as big as a basketball.”
Arrange all chunks: HSA K. / XANPEIR /B / EEK
0405.4 The negative of A is MG 5.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0405.5 Your nephew was tiny last year; now he reaches your shoulder. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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Answers and explanations

PR .. K (EXF) (compared with ...)

0402.1 R

R / #1 + B + L& sets up the comparison.

0402.2 A. FRAUITHE, FifEfh— i

After fR Bk, the comment is a plain adjective, with no second E.

0402.3 AIHLHL, MBS,

1 B I, then A + Adj + 15£.

0402.4 True.

Both say this place is much quieter than Shanghai.

0402.5 One possible response: R FifFkL, XILEHZ T .

Check meaning and form:

« My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o After #} B I, the comment uses a plain adjective (+ £ 7T / —&): ZH L T, not
a2 1.

o Keep i before B: i WL, not IR 1.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B IY ... ® /& (even more than)

0403.1

EE B + B /& + Adj.

0403.2 C. fihlLFRETERH .

i follows the [t phrase; 2 and JE# do not go in a Ft sentence.
0403.3 FKFE XA, (HIR T Z MM

B can work without Ff, when the comparison is clear.

0403.4 True.

it / B = even more, so the person compared with is already tall.
0403.5 One possible response: IlifR =, Mhokdk b itiA .
Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o Use ¥ or if for “even more”, never {8 or 4 LM EE &, not HABIR 5.
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o T / ik go after the [ phrase, before the adjective: FFEFAT:, not B IR
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B ... Adj + £7 (much more than)
0404.1 £ T

Adj + £7 / 4% = much more.

0404.2 B. tREEH T/ INFT &

The exact difference follows the adjective.
0404.3 4 R HHERP— 5

A B+ Adj + —4.

0404.4 False.

%1 can describe a change on its own: “much better now”.

0404.5 One possible response: A KHLELAR K 4REZ T .

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e Say RZ T, not ZIRT or RH£ T the degree follows the adjective.
o Put an exact difference after the adjective: =%, not — %' K in a Lt sentence.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B N1+ & + N2 + Adj (as ... as)

0405.1 44

A A B IS4 + Adj asks whether A reaches B’s level.
0405.2 D. flHFRIX A H

A X 45 is right: A F B (iIX4) + bare adjective, “as tall as me”. f is not used
in a comparison, and X4 comes before the adjective.
0405.3 X479V BRI 2K

A+ F + B+ 4 + Adj.

0405.4 True.

% is the negative of the /5 comparison.

0405.5 One possible response: e X 45 1!

Check meaning and form:
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My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
No f: A AR 45, not AR .
The negative is ¥4, which you know already: fili{% A 35 — “He isn’t as tall as

b

me.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.
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