Basic/Simple Sentence Patterns
HSK 3 Grammar

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

Place + Verb + & + Noun (existential)

B Describe a room from its location

o A painting hangs on the wall, and you tell someone what is there.
o 3% EHEEE—IBE. — The place comes first and introduces the painting found there.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is Place + Verb + & + Noun (existential). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

% EEE—IRE .

qidng shang gua zhe yi fi hua
Word guide: 1% — wall; I+ — on; $ — hang; % — (state); — — a; I — (measure word);
[H] — painting.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, 3% F3EF —IRBHE . : The place comes first and introduces
the painting found there.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o This is an existential description.

o —IEHEFEELELSE I+ is also grammatical and starts with the known painting instead.
Do not reject the second order merely because this lesson teaches place-first pre-
sentation.

B Use the distinction

o The place comes first and introduces the painting found there.

o This is an existential description. —IFH £E{EES I+ is also grammatical and starts
with the known painting instead. Do not reject the second order merely because
this lesson teaches place-first presentation.
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B Try it with help closed

A painting hangs on the wall, and you tell someone what is there. Close the exam-

ples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English

what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail

and try again.

One possible response: 5% | 3:5—IlFH .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This is an existential description.

o —IEHHAELS I+ is also grammatical and starts with the known painting instead.
Do not reject the second order merely because this lesson teaches place-first
presentation.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

A+ QW + Bt + QW (whatever you like)

B A choice can be carried into an action

o A friend lets you pick any available dish.

o REZAT /Aﬁuz'ﬂ" A.o. — The repeated f{+4 makes the action follow your choice
of food.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is 2 + QW + B + QW (whatever you like).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

PRIz A BRIE 4

ni xidng chi shén me jiu chi shén me

Word guide: & — you; #H — want; Iz — eat; ff+4 — what; 5 — then; IZ — eat; fI-4 —
what.

B Read examples in context
e In the opening example, REEZAF A BIZ A . : The repeated ff-4 makes the

action follow your choice of food.

» Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

o Match the repeated question word: AHZ:HF )Lk 28k JL.

o Freedom remains subject to the real situation; the grammar does not create food
that is unavailable or remove rules mentioned elsewhere.

B Use the distinction

o The repeated 14 makes the action follow your choice of food.

o Match the repeated question word: AHZHFJLitZEMF L. Freedom remains subject
to the real situation; the grammar does not create food that is unavailable or
remove rules mentioned elsewhere.

B Try it with help closed

A friend lets you pick any available dish. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin

response, then write it in Chinese. FExplain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: {RAHNZ A2 4

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Match the repeated question word: AHZHF J Lt 2=1F L.

o Freedom remains subject to the real situation; the grammar does not create food
that is unavailable or remove rules mentioned elsewhere.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Question Word + #B (every / all)

B Negation changes a whole-set claim

» Everyone in the relevant group knows the answer.
o WEERANRE. — YEHD covers every person in the understood group.

® Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is Question Word + #B (every / all). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

YERRAIE .
shéi dou zht dao

Word guide: i — who; & — all; HIiE — know.
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B Read examples in context

BATAERAENLZ.

wo shén me dou bu xidng chi

Word guide: 3¢ — I; {14 — anything; & — all; A — not; 8 — want; IZ — eat.

« In the opening example, YEERHIE . : YL covers every person in the understood
group.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o YEABRANHIIE negates knowing for everyone and means nobody knows.

o NEAAFBHIE means not knowing everything; the negative’s position changes
the scope.

B Use the distinction

o AR covers every person in the understood group.

o EALAHIE negates knowing for everyone and means nobody knows. A& fHA#D
H1iE means not knowing everything; the negative’s position changes the scope.

B Try it with help closed

Everyone in the relevant group knows the answer. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: #EHNHIE -

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o YEABANHNIE negates knowing for everyone and means nobody knows.

o AR AHBHIIE means not knowing everything; the negative’s position changes
the scope.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Bk (more and more)

B Follow a change through the season

o The weather becomes progressively colder as winter approaches.

o REBEBET. — KM describes increasing cold over time.
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B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is @@ (more and more). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REBREET .
tian qi yue lai yue léng le
Word guide: K5, — weather; #E# — more and more; ¥ — cold.

B Read examples in context

BRKRBERK LT .

wo yue lai yueé xi huan Zhong wén le

Word guide: 3¢ — I; #i5%# — more and more; =¥ — like; H13 — Chinese.

« In the opening example, REBRMRE T . : HIFk describes increasing cold over
time.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

® Know the boundary

e The same form can describe a decrease in a measured quantity: 4%k > B[
means prices are getting lower.

o It marks change in the following property, not an increase in every numerical value.

B Use the distinction

o B describes increasing cold over time.

e The same form can describe a decrease in a measured quantity: Hi#8& k> B AL
means prices are getting lower. It marks change in the following property, not an
increase in every numerical value.
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B Try it with help closed
The weather becomes progressively colder as winter approaches. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.
One possible response: KRS T .
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o The same form can describe a decrease in a measured quantity: #5754 E%
means prices are getting lower.
o It marks change in the following property, not an increase in every numerical
value.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Question words as “some- / any-"

B An indefinite choice is deliberately unnamed

* You feel hungry but have not chosen a specific food.
. BRBEIZEMF4. — 14 leaves the food unspecified: something to eat.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Question words as “some- / any-". Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REZ R4,

wo xidng chi didn shén me

Word guide: & — I; 22 — want; IZ — eat; f — a bit; {14 — something.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, TAERZ B4 . : f1-4 leaves the food unspecified: some-
thing to eat.

« Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o Context and sentence form decide whether a question word asks a question or is
indefinite.

o FANHNHEALEENZ A4 is an embedded question, not automatically a statement that
he wants any food.
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B Use the distinction

o fI4 leaves the food unspecified: something to eat.

o Context and sentence form decide whether a question word asks a question or is
indefinite. FXANFIHE AL 317 A4 is an embedded question, not automatically a
statement that he wants any food.

B Try it with help closed

You feel hungry but have not chosen a specific food. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: FAHNZ S 4 .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Context and sentence form decide whether a question word asks a question or is
indefinite.

o WANHIEMENZ 24, is an embedded question, not automatically a statement
that he wants any food.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

37T (in order to / for the sake of)

B A purpose need not have been achieved

« A person runs regularly to improve health.

o NTHRE, iEREHE. — N T names health as the purpose of running.

® Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is 27T (in order to / for the sake of). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

ATRE, fhEREY.
wei le jian kang ta méi tian pdo bu

Word guide: 25T — in order to; {g#fE — health; fitt — he; &K — every day; f{i# — run.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, T &R, MG REHE. : 5T names health as the

purpose of running.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

o fihEE RN BN B also places the purpose after the subject.

o A purpose is a goal, not evidence that it has been achieved; [F>} explains a cause
instead.

B Use the distinction

e A7 names health as the purpose of running.

o fthdp KK TR I also places the purpose after the subject. A purpose is a
goal, not evidence that it has been achieved; [} explains a cause instead.

B Try it with help closed

A person runs regularly to improve health. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: i 7@, {hhERigl .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o bR N T AR M MU also places the purpose after the subject.

o A purpose is a goal, not evidence that it has been achieved; [F°} explains a cause
instead.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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