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HSK 3 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

— ../ .. A/ & (not even one)

B Not a single yuan

o At the end of the month your wallet is completely empty.
o B—HUEBRHBEAT. — “Idon’t have a single yuan left.”

B — 4+ MW+ Noun+# /#+F /&

¢ — + measure word + noun + #,/# + /AR + verb = “not even one”, a
strong negative.

o The object moves before the verb, after the subject: F—/ A AINIH
know a single person.”

R—MABARIAK,

wo yi ge rén yé bu rén shi

Word guide: & — I; — — one; > — (measure word); A — person; #, — even; AN — not;
PAH — know.

— “I don’t

— + measure + noun + 1 + 3% / &: not a single one

who number link not
= —_ (== Nl
£33 Rk g =BT
wo yi kuai gidn yé méiyou le
| a single yuan even don't have

B % for the past, A for habits and wishes

o SR —OMREPENZ . — “He hasn’t eaten a single mouthful today.”

o INMFARBR—EILBAEBE, — “Idon’t want to go out at all this weekend.” —
B LA = not at all.

b4 RK— O AR Bz o

ta jin tian yi kou fan dou méi chi

Word guide: fthh — he; 4K — today; —I1 — one mouthful; iz — food; & — even; % —

not; 17 — eat.

B The object comes first

» Move the “one” phrase before the verb: F—ZR-FH %L, not FEL—A .
e Choose 7% for something that did not happen, A for a habit, wish or refusal: —
AR,

B — 5 LA + Adjective

o With adjectives: &R—E LAY, — “It isn’t cold at all today.”

o 1 and #f are interchangeable here; 4, is slightly more common in speech.
SR —RILBARR.

Jin tian yi didnr yé bu léng

Word guide: 4K — today; — i JL, — a bit; 1 — even; &~ — not; ¥ — cold.

B Recap

e — + MW + Noun + #/# + ¥&/A& + Verb = not a single ...
goes before the verb.

o —RJLWA + Adj = not at all. 3% for what didn’t happen, A for habits and

wishes.

; the phrase

Practise this pattern step by step.

# ... #& .. (the more ..., the more ...)

B The longer it rains

e You are waiting for the rain to stop, but it only gets heavier.
o MBI TMA. — “The rain is getting heavier and heavier (the longer it falls).”

B ARB
o« # A # B = “the more A, the more B”: B grows as A increases. Each # goes
before a verb or adjective.

o One subject: {8t Two subjects: YREERE, FRAAHE.
iR R .
ta yué shuo yue kuadai

Word guide: fth — he; #% — the more; {ji — talk; # — the more; Jt — fast.



@ A # B: the more A, the more B

thing verb

5] T HA

yu yue xia yue da
the rain the more it falls the heavier

B Two subjects, two clauses

o PRERGRY, BIASERST.
o KiB¥, AB/. - “The colder it gets, the fewer people there are.”

g, BRI

ni yueé lian xi shuo de yué hdo

Word guide: {f — you; # — the more; Z;>] — practise; {ji. — speak; #& — the more; %
— well.

B #% replaces R
+ No fR after B BRBAT and BULEHE, not ERTHBAR .
o Each il sits after its own subject: TS, A#/D, not #KE, #AD.

B A B B versus ¥R

o HEi#k + Adj = more and more over time: KA HRHS.

o il A # B ties the growth to something else: #AH 4 <, — “the more I think about
it, the angrier I get.”

RS

wo yue riang yue sheng qi

Word guide: 3, — I; # — the more; 48 — think; i — the more; 4’5, — angry.

— “The more you practise, the better you speak.”

B Recap
o #& A # B = the more A, the more B; each i before its verb or adjective.
o With two subjects: K%, AN/, No fR. sk = growth over time alone.

Practise this pattern step by step.

8 sentences (do something to the object)

B Close the door, please

o It is cold, and your little brother has left the door wide open again.

o BH[IX E. — “Please shut the door.” # brings the object forward and says what
happens to it.

B Subject + 8 + Object + Verb + result

e & + object comes before the verb; the verb must have something after it: a
result, a direction, T, or a place.

o WALVEMARSE T — “I've finished the homework.” {3l F5itE s T — “He put the
book on the table.”

fdEHBER T £
ta ba shu fang zai zhuo zi shang
Word guide: fii — he; 45 — the book; i — put; #F — on; & — the table; [+ — (on).

{8 + thing + verb + result: what was done to it

link thing verb
\E N
15 i '] *xE
qing ba mén guan shang
please (take) the door shut

B Moving, changing, finishing

« Moving something: #HHEBIREHRZE. — “Please take the rubbish out.”

o Changing something: FRHIXAM]FRIFEBIELT . — “I translated this sentence
into English.”

HIENREH .

qging bd la ji nd chu qu

Word guide: i — please; 3% — the rubbish; & — take; % — out.

B The verb cannot stand alone

o FRIEYLIZ is incomplete. Add a result or [ FILIRIZSE T .

o The affected object is normally identifiable in the situation. These examples use a
known book or door; indefinite objects can also occur with an appropriate context.

B Negatives and I

o % /A / Hl go before I REIELARMHK. — “I didn’t bring the keys.” HRFEF
PUEEZRHE! — “Don’t leave your phone at home!”
 Feeling and knowing verbs (E-¥K, &li#&) do not take 4.

FHEFHTER R !



bi€ ba shou ji wang zai jia li

Word guide: %l — don’t; 4l — your phone; & — forget; ££ — at; ZZH — home.

B Recap
« Subject + #8 + specific object + Verb + something (result, direction, place,
1)

o Negative words go before 1. Not with feeling or knowing verbs.

Practise this pattern step by step.

B sentences (the passive)

B Where’s my bike?
e You come out of the library and your bike is gone.

o RPOBITEBAGT! — “My bike has been stolen!”
B Receiver + $ (+ doer) + Verb + result

o #¥ marks the passive: the subject receives the action. The doer can follow ## or
be left out.

o As with {8, the verb needs something after it: T, a result or a place.

R BEITERMT -
wo de zi xing che béi tou le

Word guide: & — my; H4 7% — bike; # — (was); fif — stolen.

Thing + # (+ doer) + verb: it had something done to it

thing link who verb
BHBTE W A fai sy
wo de zixingché bei rén tou le
my bike was ... by someone stolen

B Often bad news

 #f sentences often report something unwelcome: fBgEEMHIET . — “He was told
off by the teacher.”

o TREWIEEIZ5E T . — “The cake was eaten up by my little brother.”

BRBORREET .

dan gao béi di di chi wan le

Word guide: AL — the cake; #f — by; 5555 — my younger brother; 7 — eat; 5¢ — up.

B Complete verb, negative first

e The verb cannot stand alone: HATZEM T, not HATZEWA.
+ Put 7% before #: FRAFHLEMEAT, not FAGTHLHE A

B ¥ versus

o J starts with the doer: BEBRIEERENZSE T o

o #f starts with the receiver: BREBWBEEET .
point.

BAREEREET .

di di ba dan gao chi wdn le

Word guide: 555 — my younger brother; #4E — the cake; 7 — eat; 5 — up.

Same event, different starting

B Recap

o Receiver +  (+ doer) + Verb + result/T = was done (by ..); often
unwelcome news.

o % goes before g. {8 starts from the doer, #§ from the receiver.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

B {5/ # .. R/ B (not even one)

0601.1 Complete: “I didn’t buy a single book.” F—AF5 ........... &K,
0601.2 Which sentence is correct?

A F—FRK I

B. M —H KA.

C. — kKB

o D. F—HoKEMIE.

0601.3 Build: “It isn’t cold at all today.”

Arrange all chunks: —5JL / A / %, / &K

0601.4 F— I AEEZ means “I don’t want to eat a single bite.”

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0601.5 At the end of the month your wallet is completely empty. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.



B ... @ ... (the more ..., the more ...)

0602.1 Complete: “The more he eats, the fatter he gets” A&z ......... .
0602.2 Which sentence is correct?

o ALBEREN, BAZ.

o B R, AZH.

o CRlH, NiZ.

o DR, NBARZ.

0602.3 Build: “The more you practise, the better you speak.”

Arrange all chunks: Uif5 / , / VRS / BT

0602.4 #HiAH#A <, means “the more I think about it, the angrier I get.”
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0602.5 You are waiting for the rain to stop, but it only gets heavier. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B i sentences (do something to the object)
0603.1 Complete: “I’ve finished the homework.” F ......... fEM5E T -
0603.2 Which sentence is complete and correct?

o A FRIBIZIRGET .

o B FIBRIZTE T .

o C. FRABRNZ .

o D. KIZIBRGE T -

0603.3 Build: “Please take the rubbish out.”
Arrange all chunks: & / % / . / 85K
0603.4 FHUEH R is the correct word order.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0603.5 It is cold, and your little brother has left the door wide open again. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B ¥ sentences (the passive)

0604.1 Complete: “My wallet was stolen.” FEAJERAL oo M1 T o
0604.2 Which says “My phone wasn’t taken”?

o A RHFHBEER.

o B YT HRELEE

o C BEMTIELE.

o D. W FHLEHEE.

0604.3 Build: “The cake was eaten up by my little brother.”
Arrange all chunks: 252 / T / #0a0 / kL

0604.4 B EELLZSE T and ALY PR RIZ5E T describe the same event.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0604.5 You come out of the library and your bike is gone. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.



Answers and explanations

B {5/ # ... K/ & (not even one)

0601.1 1,

— + MW + noun + /#F + & + verb.

0601.2 A. F— Mok BEE.

The “one” phrase goes before th, + % + verb.

0601.3 4 K—m JLELAK

— 5 LA + adjective.

0601.4 True.

ANAE = don’t want; the — phrase makes it total.

0601.5 One possible response: F—IREMEH T .

Check meaning and form:

¢ My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

» Move the “one” phrase before the verb: F—7ZK-FH %L, not FEL—AR 4.

e Choose 7% for something that did not happen, A for a habit, wish or refusal: —
HAAEIZ.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

BB ... 8 ... (the more ..., the more ...)
0602.1 i

A B B.

0602.2 C. Kfifh, NBiZ.

Kk, N#iZ is right: each # comes after its own subject (K, A) and before a
bare adjective. Do not put #& before the subject, or add f&.

0602.3 {R#ZE>], YLiBiss .

Subject + # + verb, then # + result.

0602.4 True.

# A # B links growth in B to A.

0602.5 One possible response: Wy F#K .

Check meaning and form:

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o No fR after #: HOR#LT and B, not HELHAAR .

o Bach #% sits after its own subject: K%, A#/, not #KE, #AD.
o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B jt sentences (do something to the object)

0603.1

8 + object + verb + result.

0603.2 B. #ALRIZ5E T .

The verb after £ needs a result or T .

0603.3 FHEIRE L £

8 + object + verb + direction.

0603.4 False.

% goes before 41 FEALH LA K.

0603.5 One possible response: #Hi]] 5% |,

Check meaning and form:

¢ My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o FILYLNZ is incomplete. Add a result or T FILPIZSE T .

o The affected object is normally identifiable in the situation. These examples use a
known book or door; indefinite objects can also occur with an appropriate context.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B 3 sentences (the passive)

0604.1 %

Receiver + # + verb + 7.

0604.2 D. ) FHLIEHEE

% goes before #%.

0604.3 HAER R AHIZ5E T

Receiver + #f + doer + verb + result + 7.

0604.4 True.

Both say the brother ate the cake; they start from different points.
0604.5 One possible response: 1 HiTZE0E A 17!
Check meaning and form:



L]

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
The verb cannot stand alone: HATZEMA T, not HAFTZEW .
Put & before #: FH)F LT, not Ty FHLPLE A

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.




