Complements
HSK 3 Grammar

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

Direction complement 3 / & (toward / away)

B Choose direction from a viewpoint

¢ You stand inside a room and invite a visitor at the door to enter.
o BHEE. — 3k directs the movement toward the viewpoint inside the room.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is Direction complement 3} / % (toward / away).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

THHER !
qing jin lde
Word guide: i — please; #% — come in.

B Read examples in context

EHEXR.

ba shu nd lai

Word guide: 8 — (#2); 45 — book; £k — bring here.

o In the opening example, HBER . : 3k directs the movement toward the viewpoint
inside the room.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o Choose the speaker’s or established narrative viewpoint.

o 2 is natural from outside when describing movement into a different space; it is
not intrinsically wrong for entering a room.

B Use the distinction

e ¥ directs the movement toward the viewpoint inside the room.

o Choose the speaker’s or established narrative viewpoint. #fZ% is natural from
outside when describing movement into a different space; it is not intrinsically
wrong for entering a room.
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B Try it with help closed

You stand inside a room and invite a visitor at the door to enter. Close the examples.

Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what

the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: iFi#.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e Choose the speaker’s or established narrative viewpoint.

o #FZ: is natural from outside when describing movement into a different space; it
is not intrinsically wrong for entering a room.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Potential complement & / & (can / can’t do it)

B Understanding is a possible result

o The recording is clear, but its language is too difficult for you.
o RIFAEE. — Listening does not achieve understanding.

® Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Potential complement £ / A (can / can’t do
it). Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RITIHE.
wo ting de dong
Word guide: & — I; Wt — listen; % — (can); f#& — understand.

B Read examples in context

j(ﬁT? &%Kﬂlo

tai yudn le wo kan bi jian

Word guide: K — too; 3t — far; I — I; HAN — can’t see.

« In the opening example, RIFAHEE. : Listening does not achieve understanding.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

o WP ANfE# is about the achievable result, not a ban on listening.

ap o1 . . b . .
e HE also expresses ability as well as permission, so do not gloss Hg as permission
only.

B Use the distinction

o Listening does not achieve understanding.

o WrANf# is about the achievable result, not a ban on listening. HE also expresses
ability as well as permission, so do not gloss fE as permission only.

B Try it with help closed

The recording is clear, but its language is too difficult for you. Close the examples.

Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what

the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: TN,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o WP ANIE is about the achievable result, not a ban on listening.

o fE also expresses ability as well as permission, so do not gloss fiE as permission
only.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Verb + F% (keep ...-ing)

B An unfinished explanation should continue

o A speaker pauses before finishing a story, and you ask for the rest.
e W TFE. — T asks the already started speaking to continue.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is Verb + 2 (keep ...-ing). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BHTFE.
qing shuo xia qu
Word guide: i — please; §Ji, — speak; N2 — carry on.

HSK 3 Grammar « 12 Complements @



B Read examples in context

—ERERFTE!

yi ding yao jian chi xia qu

Word guide: — 7 — definitely; 2% — must; R$F — persist; 2 — keep on.

 In the opening example, 3 FZ. : N7 asks the already started speaking to
continue.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e YL N2 is a continuation use; £ % can describe physical movement downwards
in another context.

e The complement’s meaning depends on the verb and scene.

B Use the distinction

o |2 asks the already started speaking to continue.

e P N is a continuation use; 7 N4 can describe physical movement downwards
in another context. The complement’s meaning depends on the verb and scene.

B Try it with help closed

A speaker pauses before finishing a story, and you ask for the rest. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: it 2.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e Ui N2 is a continuation use; i |2 can describe physical movement downwards

in another context.

e The complement’s meaning depends on the verb and scene.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Result complements #F / 58 / & (how it turned out)

B Finishing does not prove correctness

o A student finishes all the homework but writes one answer incorrectly.

o VENMSET, WIRE —HEBST. — 5¢ marks completion, while £ marks an

incorrect result.
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B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Result complements 3 / 5 / & (how it turned
out). Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

FEALMSE T -
2u0 yé zuo wdn le

Word guide: /)l — homework; f{ — do; 5¢ — finish.

B Read examples in context

REHET .

wo Ti€ cuo le

Word guide: ¥, — I; 5 — write; £ — wrongly.

o In the opening example, fEMVTE T, \IRE —BEE4E T .. 5¢ marks completion,
while 4% marks an incorrect result.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o fl{5¢ does not imply X}

o fi{{#F may mean properly completed or ready, depending on the activity. Select the
result that answers the intended question.

B Use the distinction
o 5¢ marks completion, while 4 marks an incorrect result.

o {52 does not imply 6. i may mean properly completed or ready, depending
on the activity. Select the result that answers the intended question.
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B Try it with help closed

A student finishes all the homework but writes one answer incorrectly. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: {EMfi5E T, [ E2H —EUEHET .,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o 52 does not imply fHX7.

o i may mean properly completed or ready, depending on the activity. Select
the result that answers the intended question.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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