A8
HSK 3 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

*F + Topic (about / regarding)
B A book about China
o In the library you find a book that explains Chinese history for beginners.

o XR—AXTHEHEEKIE. — “This is a book about Chinese history.”

B XTF + topic

e XF + topic = “about, regarding”. Before a noun it takes ff): T HE .

o At the start of a sentence it introduces the topic: J&F XA 8, FATHH KT
it.

KFXAFE, RITARER .

guan yu zhe ge wén ti wo men ming tian zai tdo lun

Word guide: T — about; X4~ — this; [#] — question; Ff] — we; B K — tomorrow;

P — then; 3318 — discuss.

*F ...89 + noun: about ...

verb number link thing

X2 —7 KFHEFHLER B
zhe shi yi bén guanytd Zhonggué lishi de sha

this is a about Chinese history book

B Topics of talks, books and news

o WET XTI TH. — “I watched a programme about pandas.”
o RTFERWBIE, ZBIHBRED. — “The teacher hasn’t said anything yet about the
exam time.”
RETAXRTREWE .
wo kan le yi gé gquan yu xiong mao de jié mu
Word guide: F — I; & — watched; —4~ — a; &F — about; FEJfi — pandas; F5H —
programme.

B Placement

o A X°F phrase describing a noun needs ft): T HEH 5, not KT E.
o As a topic, 2T .. comes first, before the subject: & FX{5%, FHAHIE, not F
KT IR FFARHIEA.

B XF versus X

o XT introduces a topic: K TFEEH)LE — “an article about the environment”.

o X shows the target of an attitude: {txt [ SCALAR %
in Chinese culture.”

Attt v ) SCARAR B -

ta dui Zhong gud wén hua hén gdn wing qu
Word guide: fib — he; X} — in; F7[E — Chinese; 3Cfk — culture; R — very; JEO%iH —
interested.

— “He’s very interested

B Recap

o XF + topic (+ B + noun) = about ...; as a topic marker it starts the sentence.
o X marks the target of feelings (X} ... J&#%4#i), not the topic of a book or talk.

Practise this pattern step by step.

B3 ...,

B Waiting until midnight

w. 7 ... (all the way until)

¢ You stayed up for your sister’s flight to land; she only messaged you at midnight.

e B—EEIT K, MABRENEE. — “I waited right up until twelve before she

messaged me.”

B HH + time / event, .. 7 ..

« HF| + time/event = “right up until”; the result follows with A something
happened only then.

o H% often comes first: HEIWER, A FEXFHE.
HEIMER, RAMEXHE.

zhi dao zué tian wo cdi zhi dao zhé jian shi
Word guide: H %] — not until; MEK — yesterday; F — I; 4 — only then; HIiE — knew;
X5 — this.

—H..5 .., 7 .. untl

FHERHER

cai g&i wb fa xiaoxi

only then texted




B Late discoveries and long waits

o HIWEW, A BHEEZIMEITE. — “It wasn’t until he graduated that he understood

what the teacher meant.”
o With —# .. #: §—HE F3M L. - “The rain kept falling until the evening.”

W—H 3K L.

yu yi zhi xia dao wan shang

Word guide: [y — the rain; —H — continuously; | — fall; #l| — until; It = — the
evening.

B Use 4 for the delayed result

o The result clause takes 74 (it was late): B |+ 574K, not 2|+ SMEER T .

o This short result model uses A #13&. Do not infer from it that T is impossible in
all other " constructions.

B B3 versus J|
« %] alone after a verb gives the end point: FA IR+ & — “We played until ten.”
o H#| stresses how long it took before something finally happened.

RMNTBI+ K.

wo men wdn dao shi didn

Word guide: A1 — we; It — play; 2| — until; + 5 — ten o’clock.
B Recap

o HF + time/event, Subject + F + Verb = not until then did ..

« 7 highlights the delayed result in this model. Verb + %I + time gives an endpoint;
T is not universally banned with 7.

Practise this pattern step by step.

| + Direction / Person + Verb (towards)
® Which way?

¢ You are lost in an old town, and a shopkeeper points down the street.

o RHEFE, RiERAEE. — “Walk forward, then turn right.”

B 5] + direction / person + Verb

o Ja] + direction = towards: [HF[E, [, [M4TTF.

e [a] + person = to, towards someone: [a]ZZIfi[7] % — “say hello to the teacher”.
MZEH .

XiAng 2u0 quds

Word guide: [i] — towards; = — the left; 5} — turn.

[ + direction + verb

who verb when
2L A
1R [[EIE =] IESES
ni xiang gian zéu rénhou xiang you guai
you walk ahead then turn right

B Actions aimed at people

o RigMfET—4F. — “I borrowed a book from him.”
. ﬁm&iﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ#g o — “We should learn from her.”

RN M .

wo men ying gai xiang ta xué i

Word guide: A1 — we; 1% — should; |a] — from; Il — her; 2%>] — learn.
B [ goes before the verb

o Put [i] + direction before the verb: [a]454), not %A 47 in everyday directions.
o “Borrow from someone” is [u] + person + ff, not fif 1] + person.

B i versus &

o fF also means “towards” for movement: {FH[E, £ 44, In directions the two are
interchangeable.

o Only [n] works with people: [aJfhiE K — “apologise to him”, not fEMBIE K.
I fbE R .

wo ziang ta dao qidn

Word guide: ¥, — I; [a] — to; i — him; j&E#K — apologise.

B Recap

e [ + direction 4+ Verb = towards (i FjE); | + person + Verb = to/from
someone (FHL{E, FH2E>]).

o fF = towards in directions only; people take [n].

Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

B XF + Topic (about / regarding)
0705.1 Complete: “I want to buy a book about cooking.” FeAHL—7A ... IR
+.



0705.2 “She is very interested in music.” Which word fits? il e
o A7

o B. X}

« C. R

e D. XF

0705.3 Build: “I watched a programme about pandas.”

Arrange all chunks: T REM) / —4/ "H. /HKET
0705.4 X T H[EF5 is a correct phrase for “a book about China”.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0705.5 In the library you find a book that explains Chinese history for beginners.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain
briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then
change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B EHF .., .. 74 .. (all the way until)
0706.1 Complete: “It wasn’t until yesterday that I knew.” HF|WER, T e Fl
iﬁo

0706.2 Which sentence is correct?

o A HBH R A ER .

o B ABA B E A — R .

o CHFH—, Mt 1.

o D HEF—xi, MAWERE T .

0706.3 Build: “The rain kept falling until the evening.”
Arrange all chunks: —F /Wi . / TF /W

0706.4 Ff 1362+ 5 means “We played until ten.”
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0706.5 You stayed up for your sister’s flight to land; she only messaged you at mid-
night. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Ex-
plain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then
change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B 5] 4+ Direction / Person + Verb (towards)

0707.1 Complete: “Turn left at the crossroads.” F| T #E1 oo 22396
0707.2 Which says “I want to apologise to her.”?

o AL FRAR G A TEHK

o B IRAREHK ) ib

o C. FRA o] AL o

o D. AR M E WK

0707.3 Build: “I borrowed a book from him.”

Arrange all chunks: &7 / # / —A&4. / [
0707.4 £ HiE and A FiE both mean “walk forward”.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0707.5 You are lost in an old town, and a shopkeeper points down the street. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.



Answers and explanations

B XF + Topic (about / regarding)

0705.1 T

*xF + topic + B + noun.

0705.2 B. Xf

X} .. B marks the target of interest.

0705.3 FH T — PR T RENTTH .

*F + topic + A + noun.

0705.4 False.

The T phrase needs [ before the noun: &+ EH5.

0705.5 One possible response: X-E—7~ kT HE R+ .
Check meaning and form:

¢ My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

A T phrase describing a noun needs [J: =T EH I, not KT HEF.

As a topic, =T .. comes first, before the subject: T iX{:5, FEAHIE, not T
KX HARIE.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

L]

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

" EHA ., .
0706.1 4

BE A ..
0706.2 A. B+, AT

BHEt—5, MbAEEY is right: E#| .. 74 means “not until”, and 7" takes no final
T. ¥t would mean “as early as”, which contradicts B %.

0706.3 My—H N .

—H. + Verb + %] + time.

0706.4 True.

Verb + #| + time gives the end point.

0706.5 One possible response: F—H 23|+ 5, WAB/FKRELEE.
Check meaning and form:

(all the way until)

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The result clause takes 7" (it was late): E#|+ SfthA K, not HF|+ Sk T .

 This short result model uses A %Ii&. Do not infer from it that T is impossible in
all other " constructions.

e I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B 5] 4+ Direction / Person + Verb (towards)

0707.1 [n]

] /fE + direction + verb.

0707.2 C. A ) b TEHK -

With people, only [i] works, before the verb.

0707.3 FKInflbff T—445,

] + person + fi.

0707.4 True.

In directions f: and [i] are interchangeable.

0707.5 One possible response: YR[EHIE, RiGHAET.

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

¢ I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Put 1] + direction before the verb: [n]4545, not $F ] 47 in everyday directions.
« “Borrow from someone” is [i] + person + &, not {5 + person.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.



