Nouns
HSK 3 Grammar

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

Time / Verb + PARJ (before ...)

B A deadline comes before a named time

¢ You ask a friend to return before three o’clock.

o« =HPAHIMEE. — The return should happen before the stated three-o’clock bound-
ary.

B Build the form

 The pattern in this lesson is Time / Verb + PAR[ (before ...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

= RABTER .

san dian yi qidn hut ldi

Word guide: =& — three o’clock; PAH] — before; [1]3€ — come back.

— NN

B Read examples in context

EEBE AR T -

shui jiao yi qidn shua yd

Word guide: B4 — sleep; PAH] — before; il * — brush teeth.

« In the opening example, = EPABIEI3E. : The return should happen before the
stated three-o’clock boundary.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o PAH([ follows its reference time or action.

o [HE PAHTI Z places brushing before sleeping, not after it; separate a deadline
from a duration.

B Use the distinction
e The return should happen before the stated three-o’clock boundary.

o PAHT follows its reference time or action. RE4T DAHIkI 2 places brushing before
sleeping, not after it; separate a deadline from a duration.

B Try it with help closed

You ask a friend to return before three o’clock. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin

response, then write it in Chinese. FExplain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: = S DA K.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o DA follows its reference time or action.

o MEW PARTHI A places brushing before sleeping, not after it; separate a deadline
from a duration.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

PABI, ... (in the past, ...)

B An earlier home differs from a current one

¢ You explain that you used to live in Beijing but now live elsewhere.
o PABIRAAALEILR. — DART introduces an earlier period of residence.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is PAH{, ... (in the past, ...). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

Dj\ﬁﬁ’ &&Ejhﬁu
yi qidn wo zhu zai Béi jing

Word guide: PAH[ — in the past; F& — I; { — live; £ — in; LT — Beijing.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, PABIBRAFEILIE. : PAHT introduces an earlier period of
residence.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.



B Know the boundary

e The current contrast comes from context.
« The sentence alone need not tell us the exact dates or all later homes.
= = PARET, where PAHT follows a specific reference point.

Compare

B Use the distinction

o PAHT introduces an earlier period of residence.

e The current contrast comes from context. The sentence alone need not tell us the
exact dates or all later homes. Compare = 5 PAH], where PAH] follows a specific
reference point.

B Try it with help closed

You explain that you used to live in Beijing but now live elsewhere. Close the

examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in

English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one

detail and try again.

One possible response: PAFjFAELEILET.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The current contrast comes from context.

¢ The sentence alone need not tell us the exact dates or all later homes. Compare
= & AR, where PAHY] follows a specific reference point.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

B4 (a moment ago)

B A friend asks you to repeat the earlier news

e You did not hear a friend’s last sentence clearly.

- RRIA AT AT

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is F}* (a moment ago). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

— WA asks about speech in the recent past.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RIA AR T .
gang cdi ta ldi le
Word guide: N4 — a moment ago; fi — he; 3¢ — come.

B Read examples in context

WRAIA A2

ni gang cdi shuo shén me

Word guide: #R — you; W4 — a moment ago; i}é — say; f+4

« In the opening example, #RRIA B4
past.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

— what.

NI 4 asks about speech in the recent

B Know the boundary

M7 is a time expression: M| A fthy¥EiX )L and R A ¥EiX )L both work.
o It can describe a state or a negated action, as in N A4 Wt UL; T is not compulsory.

B Use the distinction

o A asks about speech in the recent past.

o WA is a time expression: R A fthAEix JL and MW A HEX JL both work. It can
describe a state or a negated action, as in WA W IL; T is not compulsory.

B Try it with help closed

You did not hear a friend’s last sentence clearly. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: 1N A 1if147
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
Wi 7 is a time expression: N A fFEiX )L and MR AFEX L both work.

It can describe a state or a negated action, as in WA W UL; T is not compul-
sory.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Time / Verb + B} (when ...)

B Attach an event to a time
¢ You reached a friend’s home when the friend was out.

o« FORE, HAZE.

— I} ties the absence to the time of your arrival.



B Build the form

« The pattern in this lesson is Time / Verb + K} (when ...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BKET, MAFE.
wo ldi shi ta bu zai

Word guide: 3¢ — I; 3¢ — come; B} — when; fifi — he; AN — not; £ — be in.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, FRH}, MAFE. : I ties the absence to the time of your
arrival.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
« [F} is a shorter, often more formal version of F{JH} .

e It can also occur in a future instruction, as in #R¥EBH45FF; it does not itself
supply past tense.

B Use the distinction

o [} ties the absence to the time of your arrival.
o [F} is a shorter, often more formal version of [¥JifEE. It can also occur in a future
instruction, as in {RFH45YFEK; it does not itself supply past tense.

B Try it with help closed

You reached a friend’s home when the friend was out. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: K}, fMHATE.,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o [} is a shorter, often more formal version of F{H} .

« It can also occur in a future instruction, as in #3457 F%; it does not itself

supply past tense.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

PAJE (after / in the future)

B Class ends before the trip home

* You plan to go home after class.
o FHRPAJEHZE. - Class ending is the reference point before going home.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is PAJ§ (after / in the future). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

A, BARLEIN.

yi hou wo xidng dang ldo shi

Word guide: PAJ5 — in the future; I — I; 8 — want; 24 — be; i — teacher.

B Read examples in context

TRUEEXK.

xia ké yi hou hut jia

Word guide: Nt — finish class; PAJ5 — after; []% — go home.

o In the opening example, FHRPAFEIZ . : Class ending is the reference point before
going home.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o PAJG may relate two past events too: ¥PAJG, FET L.
o Alone, PAJ5 often means in the future; after a reference event it means after that
event.

B Use the distinction

o Class ending is the reference point before going home.

o PAJ5 may relate two past events too: MDA, FZE T L. Alone, PAJ5 often

means in the future; after a reference event it means after that event.



B Try it with help closed

You plan to go home after class. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: DA
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o PAJ5 may relate two past events too: SNLPAJG, FET ik

o Alone, PAJ5 often means in the future; after a reference event it means after that
event.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

w , JGk ... (afterwards / later — past)

B A past story has a later turn

« You tell someone that you visited Beijing and later visited Shanghai.

e ETILRE, BXRET EM. — J5¥ links the later part of the past story to the

earlier visit.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is ... , J§¥ ... (afterwards / later — past). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REEXTIIR, BRET LE.

wo xian qu le Bér jing hou ldi qu le Shang hdi

Word guide: F — I; 4¢ — first; 2 — go; Jt5T — Beijing; J53€ — later; & — go; i —
Shanghai.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, X TdbH, BEXET L. : J5k links the later part
of the past story to the earlier visit.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
» For a future plan prefer #X)5 or PAJ5.

o Later does not require immediate succession; |53 can cover a gap whose length
the sentence leaves unspecified.

B Use the distinction

e J53 links the later part of the past story to the earlier visit.

» For a future plan prefer X )5 or PAJ5. Later does not require immediate succession;
JG 3 can cover a gap whose length the sentence leaves unspecified.

B Try it with help closed

You tell someone that you visited Beijing and later visited Shanghai. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: J¢& 76T, J5kET Fi.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o For a future plan prefer X )5 or PAJS.

« Later does not require immediate succession; )73 can cover a gap whose length
the sentence leaves unspecified.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.




