AL
HSK 3 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

Time / Verb + PAHT (before ...)
B Before you go to bed

¢ Your doctor gives you advice about a good night’s sleep.

o EEARIAIEFHL

® Time / Verb phrase + PARY

e« X + PAHI = “before X”. Unlike English, PAH] comes after the time or action: J\
FLPART, FERPAT].

« The whole phrase usually comes before the main verb: R /\ & DAHIJENE.

R\ S ARTRIE .

ni ba dian yi qidn ldi ba

Word guide: & — you; J\ & — eight o’clock; PAH] —

— “Don’t look at your phone before going to bed.”

before; 3 — come.

... LLE0: before ...

when not verb
[—] = [m]
B BT LA 7l EFMN
shuijiao yigian bié kan shouj
before bed don't look at your phone

B Deadlines and order

« BEHRPARIERAEL.

o EARPABIEPEF. — “Wash your hands before you eat.” Hij alone can replace PAHT]
in short phrases: A7, HERH].

WZAR ABTERUE T .

chi fan yi qidn ydo xi shou

Word guide: Wzx — eat; PAHI —

— “The homework must be handed in before Friday.”

before; 3 — must; ¥£F — wash hands.

B PLE] comes last
o Put PAH] after what it refers to: L #REPAHT, not PAHT i (which means “in the
past, I attended class”).

o The PAH] phrase goes before the main verb, not at the end: ¥ £ PAHI[EI %, not
Fml Z A+ K DAR.

B DIEl versus HY

o DAHT works after any time or action: =K PART, HE PAHI.

o Hi is shorter and fixed in some phrases: =K H], BEH], Y Hl. Both mean “before”
here.

R=EKATBHLIR.

wo san tian qidn ddo Bei jing
Word guide: F — — three days; Hj — ago; & — arrived in; 5% — Beijing.
B Recap

« Time / action + PAH[ = before ..;

o The phrase sits before the main verb. iy is a shorter form: =KFij, FEH].

it follows what it refers to.

Practise this pattern step by step.

PAHT,

B How things used to be

. (in the past, ...)

» Your grandmother looks at old photos of her village with dirt roads and no cars.

« DARIRXILBABE, EFREET .

are lots of cars.

" PART, ..o =
o PAHT at the start of the sentence (or after the subject) = “before, in the past”,
often contrasted with FLFE.

o It describes a past habit or state: FkPARIELE L —
RARIMERE L3

wo yi qidn zhu zai Shang hdi

— “There used to be no road here; now there

in the past, ...”

“I used to live in Shanghai.”

Word guide: 3 — I; PAHT — used to; 1 — live; 7F — in; [ — Shanghai.
LA ... BIEE ...: then and now

yigian zher méiydu I

there was no road here

you hén dud ché le
there are many cars

W ‘ ) LeEE ‘ i | HRBET |

in the past




B Then and now

o MABIAERESK, BEREK. — “He didn’t use to like spicy food; now he

loves it.”
o The contrast with F{{F is very common; often no | is needed for a past habit.

FBARTA B IRIZERAY -

ta yi qidn bu x1 huan chi la de

Word guide: fif — he; PAR] — used to; AN — not; =W — like; Iz, — eat; $fi — spicy; HJ —
food.

B Which PARj is it?

o Alone at the front or after the subject, PAH[ = “in the past”: PARTFA SR,

o After a time or action, it = “before”: [ iRPAH] — “before class”. Check what comes
before it.

B DAl versus i§% and JEE

o I also means “in the past”, a little more formal: 373X B2 —1/IMFT.

o JFK = “originally”, stressing that it later changed: fhJF K2 EN, 524 T1E
%o

RBIESR RN -

ta yudn ldai shi ldo shi

Word guide: i — he; J5i3f — originally; /& — was; Z&Jifi — a teacher.

B Recap

o PABU, .. = in the past, used to ..; often contrasted with F{7E.

o X + PAH[ = before X. 374 = in the past (formal); JF3k = originally.
Practise this pattern step by step.

B (a moment ago)

B A missed call

¢ You come back from the shower and see your roommate pointing at your phone.

o WIAEBANBRITHETET . — “Someone called you a moment ago.”

B RiF is a time word

o WIA = “just now, a moment ago”. Like WEK or 4K, it can stand before or after
the subject.

o WIAFRAEVLE: / FEWIATEDEEE — “T was in the shower just now.
R A FEBER

wo gang cdi zdi xi 2do
Word guide: F — I; WA — just now; 7F — (ongoing); ¥ — take a shower.

M7 : a moment ago

when who verb

ik BA RIRTERIEY

gangcai you rén gé&i ni da dianhua le

just now someone phoned you

B Actions, states and the negative

o Action: #RRIAEBEILT? — “Where did you go just now?”

« State or negative: | A{RZHH# — “It was quiet a moment ago.” NI A F B I — “I
didn’t hear just now.”

HRAIAREILT?

ni gang cdi qu ndr le

Word guide: {f — you; WA — just now; % — go; W JL — where.

B R4 is only minutes ago

o Use M| for a moment ago in the same situation; for “recently” over days, use fx
it or M.
o NIA can go first in the sentence; K| cannot: WA BT v/, R T x.

B N4 versus i

o [ is an adverb before the verb: filiN|5£ — “He has just left.”

o WIA is a time word: NI A E T — “He left a moment ago.” Both are common;
only M7 works with adjectives and %.

ABRIE .

ta gang zou

Word guide: i — he; Wi — just; 3£ — leave.

B Recap

e R4 = a moment ago; a time word that can start the sentence.

« It works with actions, adjectives and #%. Nl is the adverb “just” before a verb.

Practise this pattern step by step.



Time / Verb + B} (when ...)
B When I was little

¢ You are telling a friend a story from your childhood about learning to swim.

o BR/MYIBMRE BEEMHEK. — “When I was little, I often went swimming by the

river.

B Time / Verb phrase + B} (HJBJE)

e X + ByBME = “when X”. The spoken form is [ Hff&; the shorter B} is more
written: RIS, SRy

o Like PAH], B} comes after what it refers to.

LR, ERFHL.

shang ké shi qing guan shou ji

Word guide: it — in class; Bt — when; i — please; % — turn off; T4, — your phone.

... B9BHE: when ...
when link verb
> == BT B R TN N
SN[ Cogs FNLIPYA):27
wd xido de shihou chéngchéang qu hébian yéuydng
when | was little often swam in the river

B Spoken HJBME
o RIFHWBME, MELHET . — “When I got home, he was already asleep.”
o REZHBMEAIRITHEIE. — “Call me when you have time.”

RIIFWE, HELET .

wo dao jia de shi hou ta yi jing shui le

Word guide: F — I; 3| — arrive; X — home; i — when; /i — he; 24 — already;
HE — sleep.

B Order and the right word

o I}/ BYEHEE goes after the clause: "N FHHME, not B R R.
o In a “when” clause, do not use fIAHfE (that asks “when?”): F&F| ZKAJHHE, not
AT AR K.

B B} versus HJBME

o Use [JHJE in conversation: 2R D835

o [F} suits signs, writing and short fixed phrases: FfZ&HiE 7/ 4HH — “No smoking
while dining.”

RZ AR BB BE T -

chi fan de shi hou bié shuo hua

Word guide: FZg — eat; BBHE — when; 5I] — don’t; i3 — talk.
B Recap

o X + WIBHME / B = when X; it follows the clause it belongs to.
o HYBHEE is spoken, B} is more written. f{4 BHEE asks a question; it is not “when”
in a statement.

Practise this pattern step by step.

PAJG (after / in the future)

B After graduation

e A friend in her final year asks what you plan to do once you finish university.

o KREENINE, BEEEIILTIE. — “After I graduate, I want to work abroad.”

B Time / Verb phrase + PAJ5
o X + PAJF = “after X”: NiRLAG, W2 TR VAG, =KPAG.

o Like DAY, it follows what it refers to, and the phrase comes before the main verb.

TEHRAE, RITEREE.
zia ké yi hou wo men qu shi tdng ba
Word guide: "Nt — class ends; PAJ5 — after; F8f] — we; 2% — go to; 4% — the canteen.

.. UE: after ...

who verb

RFEENW R # 18

daxué biye yihou wo xiang

EEINT(E
qu guéwai gongzuod

after graduating I want to work abroad




B PLJ5 alone: from now on, in the future

o At the start of a sentence, PAJF = “in the future, from now on”: PAJGRARE|T .

— “I won’t be late again from now on.”
o PLJ5 here refers to time after now, not after a past event.

NERARET .

yi hou wo bu chi dao le

Word guide: PAJ5 — from now on; F — I; N — not; IRF| — be late.

B After what?

o Put PAJiT after the event: W2 PAJG, not PASGIZMR (which would mean “eat in the

future”).

» For the next step in a past story, prefer J53 or #KJ5, not a bare PAJ5: FHLET
AT, R TE.

B LS versus J§
o J5 is the shorter form in fixed phrases: )5, = K5, Ll 5.
e PAJG is more common in speech and after longer clauses: /RE] T PAGZAFRITHBIG.

BT AEHIRITHIE.

ni dao le yi hou géi wo da dian hud

Word guide: {8 — you; 2| — arrive; PAJi — after; 45 — to; & — me; ] — make; HL{% —
a call.

B Recap

e X + PAJF = after X; PAJG, ... alone = in the future, from now on.

o For “and then” in a past story, use #XJi7 or 5.

Practise this pattern step by step.

., JG¥ ... (afterwards / later — past)
B How the story ended

e You are telling a friend about a classmate who moved to Shenzhen two years ago.

o RETEHY, BERERILFT —RAH.

started a company there.”

— “He went to Shenzhen, and later he

B ., J5% .. (afterwards, later on)

o JG3k = “afterwards, later on”, for what happened next in a past story.
o It starts the second clause, after a comma: A1 EFY, JGRWN THAL.

RAVERRFZE, FERETHNAL.

wo men xian shi tong xué hou lai chéng le hdo péng you
Word guide: FA] — we; I — first; =& — were; [f]2% — classmates; |5 — later; % —

became; {f-AH & — good friends.

Ja3: later (in a past story)

verb

b= TR IEES

AR LAFT —RAE

ta qu le Shénzhen houlai zai nar kai le yi jia gongst

he went to Shenzhen later opened a company there

B Asking what happened next

o JG¥MB? - “And then what happened?” A natural way to keep a story going.
o JEREAFET? - “How did it turn out in the end?”

JERBARET?

hou ldi zén me yang le

Word guide: 53 — later; JE4FE — how.

B Past stories only

o J5% is only for the past. For “later” in a plan, use PA)5 or #X)5: FA1PAJG FUL.
o It stands alone as a time word; it is not added after an event: 5\l DAJ5, not 5k
IEE3

B 53k versus R)5

o #KJ5 links steps closely, one after another, in the past or future: JeyEF, RIGHZ
/Ij)io

e J53€ jumps forward in a story, often with a gap of time: fi/PEMERE, JFHREK
JET .

fi N RADEE, JERKHET

ta xido shi hou hén shou hou ldi zhdng pang le
Word guide: fifl — he; /pEHE — as a child; f — very; J8 — thin; 53 — later; & — grow;
B — fat.

B Recap
e .., JGR .. = afterwards, later on, in a past story; J5¥Ig? = And then?
« Not for plans (use PAJ5 / #A)5), not after an event (EMVPAJS).

Practise this pattern step by step.



Practice without the models

B Time / Verb + PAHI (before ...)

0501.1 Complete: “Please come back before ten.” i1 i ........
0501.2 Which says “Turn off the light before you leave.”?

o AL GEDAHTRAT .

o B. ERIT AR

o C. PAHBERIT

o D. RATEPAH].

0501.3 Build: “The homework must be handed in before Friday.”
Arrange all chunks: PAf7 / B / 1El. /| EHX

0501.4 —KHJ and —KPAH[ both mean “three days ago”.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

[ 3£

0501.5 Your doctor gives you advice about a good night’s sleep. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

® PJEl, .. (in the past, ...)
0502.1 Complete: “I used to be very shy” & ........ fRFE %,
0502.2 Match each sentence to its meaning.

o 1. PAHTFA I

o 1. WEUmEERARET, FAEZ R

o A. Before drinking coffee I eat breakfast.

e B. Ididn’t use to drink coffee.

0502.3 Build: “He didn’t use to like spicy food.”
Arrange all chunks: ANEWK / WZH) . /B / PAET
0502.4 JF 3k stresses that the situation later changed.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0502.5 Your grandmother looks at old photos of her village with dirt roads and no
cars. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain
briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then
change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B HjA (a moment ago)

0503.1 Complete: “It was raining just now; now it has stopped.” ...........
TEFET .

0503.2 Which sentence is correct?

o AL NIA BRI

o B. ARMIML,

o C.ABATNIA AR

« D. MIBARAT.

0503.3 Build: “Where did you go just now?”

Arrange all chunks: XHfJL / 77 / WA / 4R

0503.4 WA is a good choice for “I moved house recently.”

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

TET, B

0503.5 You come back from the shower and see your roommate pointing at your phone.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

® Time / Verb + B} (when ...)

0504.1 Complete: “When I got home, he was already asleep.” FKE|FK ...
ZHET

0504.2 Which says “Call me when you have time.”?

o A RAEAIRHEA S FRATHE

o B ARG IAT RIS .

o C.MREFATHIEA 25 B I

o D. BMEARA =SB IAT I

0504.3 Build: “In class, please turn off your phone.”

Arrange all chunks: % / FHl. /, / LIRES

0504.4 [} is more common than F{JH{E in everyday conversation.

, b2

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0504.5 You are telling a friend a story from your childhood about learning to swim.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.



B Pl (after / in the future)
0505.1 Complete: “Call me after you arrive.” {RZ| 7T ..
0505.2 What does DAJ5F < F 25 JLIE mean?

e A. T used to go to bed early.

e FRFT LT

e B. I went to bed early afterwards.
e C. From now on I'll go to bed earlier.
e D. I went to bed after eating.

0505.3 Build: “After I graduate from university, I want to work abroad.”
Arrange all chunks: K250\ / AEASNTAE. [/, T4 / UG

0505.4 DAJGHZ1R means “after eating”.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0505.5 A friend in her final year asks what you plan to do once you finish university.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

® ., J5% .. (afterwards / later — past)

0506.1 Complete the story: “At first I didn’t like him, but later we became friends.”
THATAZRM, e AT T

0506.2 Which fits a plan? “Let’s eat first, then go shopping.”

o A FRATERIZH, Sed KA.

o B. FASeizi, HRIEEERN.

o CHAezZi, JakE LR,

o D. APZHUGAR, ZKAEKM.

0506.3 Ask to continue a story: “And how did it turn out?”

Arrange all chunks: /E4FE / Jgk / T7?
0506.4 fih/NIHEARSE , 53K BE T describes a change with a gap of time.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0506.5 You are telling a friend about a classmate who moved to Shenzhen two years
ago. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain
briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then
change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

Answers and explanations

B Time / Verb + PABI (before ...)

0501.1 DAH]

Time + PAH] = before that time.

0501.2 A. EPART#4T .

Action + PAH], then the main verb.

0501.3 B PARIEAZAE .

Time + PAR] + verb phrase.

0501.4 True.

Hi is a shorter form of PAH] after a time.

0501.5 One possible response: [ PAH]HIH FHL.
Check meaning and form:

¢ My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Put PAH] after what it refers to: #EPAHT, not PART i (which means “in the
past, I attended class”).

o The PAH] phrase goes before the main verb, not at the end: ¥+ & PAHI[FI %, not
Flal A+ S LAHY.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B PIEl, ... (in the past, ...)
0502.1 PAH]
Subject + PAHI + description = used to be.

0502.2 1-B: PARTFRAMMIME, = I didn’t use to drink coffee.; 2-A: BINHELAET, I
ez B4R . = Before drinking coffee I eat breakfast.

Alone, PAH] means “in the past”; after an action it means “before”.
0502.3 A PAHI A B HZ BT o

Subject + PAH[ + verb phrase.

0502.4 True.

JFiok = originally (and then it changed).

0502.5 One possible response: PAHIX LKA, MIGEERZET.
Check meaning and form:

¢ My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

¢ I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.



o Alone at the front or after the subject, PAH] = “in the past”: PARTF A MR,

o After a time or action, it = “before”: | 3#PAH] — “before class”. Check what comes
before it.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B §J4 (a moment ago)

0503.1 KA

Wil A" is a time word that can start the sentence.

0503.2 A. RIAfARIT .

M4 can describe a state a moment ago; F| cannot go before an adjective.

0503.3 JRIIA ML 77

Subject + W|4" + verb phrase.

0503.4 False.

KA is only a moment ago; recently is it (or KI#EE).

0503.5 One possible response: WA H AGARFTHIE T -

Check meaning and form:

¢ My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Use WA for a moment ago in the same situation; for “recently” over days, use fx
i or K.

o KA can go first in the sentence; K| cannot: WA T v/, K T x.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Time / Verb + B} (when ...)

0504.1 [

Clause + [} = when.

0504.2 B. /G = B IHE 4 T4 T HL I

The [#JiHiE clause comes first; {4 B{E asks “when?”.
0504.3 iR}, 35X FAHL.

Clause + I, then the request.

0504.4 False.

FHHiEE is the usual spoken form; i is more written.

0504.5 One possible response: F /NI 5 25 DK -

Check meaning and form:

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o I}/ BYEHEE goes after the clause: "N FHHME, not B R HY.

o In a “when” clause, do not use fI Al (that asks “when?”): F&F| FKAJHHE, not
A2 RS .

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B D5 (after / in the future)

0505.1 PA)5

Event + PAJ5 = after that event.

0505.2 C. From now on I'll go to bed earlier.

PLJ5 alone at the start refers to the future.

0505.3 KRl A )E, RAEEE SN TAE,

Event + PAJ5, then the main clause.

0505.4 False.

After eating is W21 PAJG; PAJGPZHR means “eat in the future”.
0505.5 One possible response: K2 PG, FoAHEE SN TAE.
Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Put PLJT after the event: W2 PAJG, not PAJGHZMR (which would mean “eat in the
future”).

o For the next step in a past story, prefer 53 or #X)5, not a bare PAj5: FieET
BT, KRR THET.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

m ., J5% .. (afterwards / later — past)

0506.1 J53k
JG % introduces what happened later in a past story.

0506.2 B. A SEIZH, IRIGFZKLAR.



JG % is only for past stories; a plan uses X Ji7.

0506.3 J5K/EAFET?

JERELRET?

0506.4 True.

J5 3% jumps forward in a past story.

0506.5 One possible response: {2 T, EREBILTF T —F AT .

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o J53% is only for the past. For “later” in a plan, use PAJ5 or #X)5: FATLAJGFL.

« It stands alone as a time word; it is not added after an event: 5\ DLJ5, not 5k
JEk.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.




