AL
HSK 3 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

Time / Verb + PAHI (before ...)
B Before you go to bed

e Your doctor gives you advice about a good night’s sleep.

o EWPAHIBIFEFHL. — “Don’t look at your phone before going to bed.”

® Time / Verb phrase + PAH]

o X + PABI = “before X”. Unlike English, PAH] comes after the time or action: J\
SDAHT, _ERRPAT].

e The whole phrase usually comes before the main verb: /R /\ & DA R M.

PRI\ R ARTRIE .

nt ba didn yi qidn ldai ba

Word guide: R — you; J\ i — eight o’clock; PAH[ — before; 3¢ — come.

... L g0 before ...

when not verb
~4 = [m]
BE B LA 7l EFH
shuijiao yigian bié kan shouji
before bed don't look at your phone

B Deadlines and order

o EMFRPABIER/EN., — “The homework must be handed in before Friday.”

o IZARPARIEBEF . — “Wash your hands before you eat.” Hj alone can replace DAH]
in short phrases: PR, FEH].

AR AR B LT o

chy fan yi qidn ydo i shou

Word guide: Izt — eat; PAH[ — before; Z — must; ¥£F — wash hands.
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B PIE] comes last

o Put PAHI after what it refers to: L ERPAR], not PAHI i (which means “in the
past, I attended class”).

o The PAH] phrase goes before the main verb, not at the end: ¥+ & PARTEIZ, not
1 S LAHT.

B DIBT versus Bj

o DAHJ works after any time or action: = RKDPAHT, HEPAH].

o i is shorter and fixed in some phrases: =K Hi, HEH], PR H]. Both mean “before”
here.

R=ERFrFHER.

wo san tian qidn dao Béi jing

Word guide: 3¢ — I; =K — three days; H] — ago; & — arrived in; JtL 5L — Beijing.
B Recap

o Time / action + PAR] = before ...; it follows what it refers to.

o The phrase sits before the main verb. Hij is a shorter form: = KHj, HEH].

Practise this pattern step by step.

PAREI, ... (in the past, ...)
® How things used to be

e Your grandmother looks at old photos of her village with dirt roads and no cars.

o UEIXJLEER, IEEMREBET . — “There used to be no road here; now there

are lots of cars.”

® DIEf, .. = “in the past, ...”

o PAHI at the start of the sentence (or after the subject) = “before, in the past”,
often contrasted with FAE.

o It describes a past habit or state: FPARTAFE_F#E — “I used to live in Shanghai.”

RPARIETE B3

wo yi qidn zhi zai Shang hdi

Word guide: 3¢ — I; PAE] — used to; {32 — live; ¥ — in; ¥ — Shanghai.

LAET ... BI7E ...: then and now

not verb

LARD X) LB 0z BRZETY

yigian zhér méiydu It zai you hén dud ché le

in the past there was no road here there are many cars
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B Then and now

o MBPABIAERIEZSHE, BEMBREK. — “He didn’t use to like spicy food; now he

loves it.”
e The contrast with F{{F is very common; often no | is needed for a past habit.

FB AR B XRIZ BRI o

ta yi qian bu xv huan chi la de

Word guide: fth — he; PAH] — used to; AN — not; =xk — like; W7, — eat; 3 — spicy; HJ —
food.

® Which BAFY is it?

o Alone at the front or after the subject, PAH] = “in the past”: PAR[FRAS IR

o After a time or action, it = “before”: FiRDPAR] — “before class”. Check what comes
before it.

B DLET versus ;3% and JEE
o 1fZ: also means “in the past”, a little more formal: 373X B2 —A4~/ M-

o JR3E = “originally”, stressing that it later changed: ]2, J5€2Y4 T1E
Ko

b SRR .

ta yuan lai shi ldo shi

Word guide: ft — he; Jfi3€ — originally; J& — was; i — a teacher.

B Recap

o PAH, ... = in the past, used to ..; often contrasted with FI{E.

o X + PAHI = before X. 7% = in the past (formal); J5i>g = originally.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Wi (a moment ago)

B A missed call

e You come back from the shower and see your roommate pointing at your phone.

o WIAEFABRITHIET . — “Someone called you a moment ago.”

B N4 is a time word

e RIA = “just now, a moment ago”. Like WEK or 4K, it can stand before or after
the subject.

o NIAFRAEVEE: / FNIATEVEE: — “T was in the shower just now.”
R A TEGERR .

wo gang cdi zai Tl 2o
Word guide: 3 — I; N4 — just now; ¥£ — (ongoing); ¥ — take a shower.
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MIZ: a moment ago

when who verb
by BA {rFTREIE T
gangcai you rén géi ni da dianhua le
just now someone phoned you

B Actions, states and the negative

o Action: #RRAIAXEEILT? — “Where did you go just now?”

o State or negative: WA fRZHE — “It was quiet a moment ago.” WA FPEWT UL — “1
didn’t hear just now.”

HRIAEBILT?

ni gang cai qu nar le

Word guide: ¥R — you; NI A — just now; % — go; Wl JL — where.

B KA is only minutes ago

o Use N4 for a moment ago in the same situation; for “recently” over days, use fx
it or .
e KA can go first in the sentence; Ml cannot: KA T v/, WHBE T x.

B {4 versus M
e N is an adverb before the verb: fli)|7E — “He has just left.”

e MIA is a time word: |4 & T — “He left a moment ago.” Both are common;
only K7 works with adjectives and .

fBRIE .

ta gang zou

Word guide: fth — he; Fi| — just; £ — leave.
B Recap

e WA = a moment ago; a time word that can start the sentence.

o It works with actions, adjectives and . K] is the adverb “just” before a verb.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Time / Verb + K} (when ...)
® When I was little

e You are telling a friend a story from your childhood about learning to swim.

o BR/PHIBHMEREHEMAIEK. — “When I was little, I often went swimming by the

river.”

® Time / Verb phrase + B} (HJEHE)

e X + BB = “when X”. The spoken form is [} f&; the shorter B is more
written: _FiRE;, TN WH.

o Like PAH[, B} comes after what it refers to.

LiRR, ERFL.

shang ke shi qing guan shou ji

Word guide: i — in class; i} — when; {§ — please; & — turn off; T4/l — your phone.

... B9BH&: when ...

when link verb
. = NIy Y
B BIESfiE Eogs 2R
wo xido de shihou changchang qu hébian yéuydng
when | was little often swam in the river

B Spoken FBHE
o RIAIFHIME, MMEZLET . — “When I got home, he was already asleep.”
o HRESHIMNREIRITHTE. — “Call me when you have time.”

RBZHEHE, BERET .

wo dao jia de shi hou ta yi jing shui le

Word guide: & — I; 3| — arrive; € — home; B — when; i — he; 248 — already;
HE — sleep.

B Order and the right word

o I} / BYIHEE goes after the clause: "Ny F{JEHEE, not B R .
o In a “when” clause, do not use fI~A W} (that asks “when?”): &3 1B, not
A2 m s K.
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B 5} versus HIBME

o Use [JIHEE in conversation: W24 7 BsHE 5815 .

o [} suits signs, writing and short fixed phrases: %W 7140 — “No smoking
while dining.”

WEAR IR BT -

chi fan de shi hou bié shuo hua

Word guide: B2 — eat; BIHE — when; il — don’t; $if% — talk.
B Recap

o X + HBME / B} = when X; it follows the clause it belongs to.
o [ is spoken, W} is more written. fHABHE asks a question; it is not “when”
in a statement.

Practise this pattern step by step.

PAJG (after / in the future)

B After graduation

o A friend in her final year asks what you plan to do once you finish university.

o REENDNE, BEEEIITIE. — “After I graduate, I want to work abroad.”

® Time / Verb phrase + PAJ5
« X + PAJF = “after X FRAJGE, 2 TRPAG, =KPAJG.

o Like PAHI, it follows what it refers to, and the phrase comes before the main verb.

THRWE, RITEREIE.
xid ké yi hou wo men qu shi tdng ba
Word guide: Nt — class ends; PAJig — after; FeA] — we; 25 — go to; &4 — the canteen.

.. LUE: after ...

when who verb

REEWLF E53 i EESPIIE
daxué biye yihou wo xiang qu gudéwai gongzud
after graduating | want to work abroad
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B PIJ5 alone: from now on, in the future
o At the start of a sentence, PAJ5 = “in the future, from now on”: PAJFERARBIT .

— “I won’t be late again from now on.”
e PAJT here refers to time after now, not after a past event.

NERARI T .

yi hou wo bu chi dao le

Word guide: PAJ5 — from now on; F, — I; N — not; IRF] — be late.
B After what?

o Put PAJ5 after the event: WZIRPAJS, not PAJGIZIR (which would mean “eat in the
future”).

o For the next step in a past story, prefer 53 or #XJi5, not a bare PA)5: FieET
AT, RIEETET.

B PLJS versus J§
« J5 is the shorter form in fixed phrases: 9t)5, =KJ5, 5.
o PAJ5 is more common in speech and after longer clauses: /8% T PAJG4FATHIE .

BT ARARITHTE.

ni dao le yi hou géi wo da didn hua

Word guide: | — you; #| — arrive; PAJ5 — after; 245 — to; & — me; ] — make; HLIE —
a call.

B Recap

o« X + PAF = after X; PAJ§, ... alone = in the future, from now on.

o For “and then” in a past story, use #X)5 or J5¥.

Practise this pattern step by step.

., Ja%¥k .. (afterwards / later — past)

B How the story ended

e You are telling a friend about a classmate who moved to Shenzhen two years ago.

o ETEHY, EREIRILFT —FHKAT. — “He went to Shenzhen, and later he

started a company there.”

B ., 5% .. (afterwards, later on)

e J53k = “afterwards, later on”, for what happened next in a past story.
o It starts the second clause, after a comma: FA14e2 RS, FRE TIHHA.

RAVERFAE, FERBTIHFHR.

wo men xian shi tong xué hou ldi chéng le hao péng you
Word guide: ] — we; 4¢ — first; 42 — were; [A]2¥ — classmates; 53& — later; Jif, —
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became; #-A & — good friends.

J&3: later (in a past story)

verb

fth= 7 R IEES TR LA T —RAF
ta qu le Shénzhén houlai zai nar kai le yi jia gongst

he went to Shenzhen later opened a company there

B Asking what happened next

o JGRWE? - “And then what happened?” A natural way to keep a story going.
o JEREABET? - “How did it turn out in the end?”

JERELHET?

hou lai zén me yang le
Word guide: J53k — later; /E4FE — how.

B Past stories only

o J53k is only for the past. For “later” in a plan, use PAJ5 or 2X)5: FATPAIG F-UL.
o It stands alone as a time word; it is not added after an event: H\ DA )5, not 5l
Jak.

B 55k versus )5

o #XJ links steps closely, one after another, in the past or future: Jgi%F, R)GWZ
/[’jio

e J53¥ jumps forward in a story, often with a gap of time: fli/NEHMERE, FHEK
BT

fit/PRMRREE, JERKBET .

ta xido shi hou hen shou houw lai zhdang pang le

Word guide: fth — he; /NEHEE — as a child; 48 — very; $8 — thin; 53 — later; K — grow;
Bt — fat.

B Recap

e .., JGE .. = afterwards, later on, in a past story; 5#WE? = And then?

« Not for plans (use PAJ5 / #R)5), not after an event (5E\VPAJS).

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Practice without the models

® Time / Verb + PARE] (before ...)

0501.1 Complete: “Please come back before ten.” 3+ i .......... A3k,
0501.2 Which says “Turn off the light before you leave.”?

o A GERARIAT

« B. JEXATLART.

o C. ARERST.

o D. RITEDAHI

0501.3 Build: “The homework must be handed in before Friday.”
Arrange all chunks: AR / BT / 1B, / BAZ

0501.4 = KHj and =KPAH[ both mean “three days ago”.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0501.5 Your doctor gives you advice about a good night’s sleep. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B PIEf, ... (in the past, ...)

0502.1 Complete: “I used to be very shy” F ... fRE %,
0502.2 Match each sentence to its meaning.

o 1. DARTFAPEMIHE.

o 1. BERIIMERART, FICHZ .

o A. Before drinking coffee I eat breakfast.

o B. Ididn’t use to drink coffee.

0502.3 Build: “He didn’t use to like spicy food.”
Arrange all chunks: ANEW / IZERRG. / b / PAR]
0502.4 J5i3£ stresses that the situation later changed.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0502.5 Your grandmother looks at old photos of her village with dirt roads and no
cars. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain
briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then
change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key:.
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B {4 (a moment ago)

0503.1 Complete: “It was raining just now; now it has stopped. ........ £ F W, Fi
TEFET

0503.2 Which sentence is correct?

o A WA AR

o B. ARRIT.

o CABIENIA R

« D. WIAAR.

0503.3 Build: “Where did you go just now?”

Arrange all chunks: XBFJL / 77 / WA /AR

0503.4 M4 is a good choice for “I moved house recently.”
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0503.5 You come back from the shower and see your roommate pointing at your phone.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

® Time / Verb + B} (when ...)

0504.1 Complete: “When I got home, he was already asleep.” FKENFEK ........, BE
ZHE T .

0504.2 Which says “Call me when you have time.”?

o AR AIHEA S5 RIT R

o B ARA SR TAT TN

o C. IREIATRITA S5

o D. IMBEARA S 53T HLIE -

0504.3 Build: “In class, please turn off your phone.”

Arrange all chunks: % / FHl. /, / _FiRE}

0504.4 5} is more common than FJHH{E in everyday conversation.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0504.5 You are telling a friend a story from your childhood about learning to swim.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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B Pl (after / in the future)
0505.1 Complete: “Call me after you arrive.” #RF| T ... 5FRFTHLIE
0505.2 What does DA< 5 5 JLIE mean?

o A. T used to go to bed early.

o B. I went to bed early afterwards.

o C. From now on I'll go to bed earlier.
o D. I went to bed after eating.

0505.3 Build: “After I graduate from university, I want to work abroad.”
Arrange all chunks: K2gE / EEANTAE. /, 8 / PG

0505.4 PAJGNZ/R means “after eating”.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0505.5 A friend in her final year asks what you plan to do once you finish university.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B ., J53k .. (afterwards / later — past)

0506.1 Complete the story: “At first I didn’t like him, but later we became friends.”
FFIRRAZIAM, oo TNV T ALK

0506.2 Which fits a plan? “Let’s eat first, then go shopping.”

o A FAVERZR, FoKARM,

o B. JATSEIZI, RIFZREA.

o C AT, JaRE KRN,

o D. IRAIZTUER, KRN,

0506.3 Ask to continue a story: “And how did it turn out?”

Arrange all chunks: E4F: / 5k / T7

0506.4 fiti/NEHERSE , J5RKBET describes a change with a gap of time.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0506.5 You are telling a friend about a classmate who moved to Shenzhen two years
ago. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain
briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then
change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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Answers and explanations

® Time / Verb + PARE] (before ...)

0501.1 DA

Time + PAH] = before that time.

0501.2 A. £ DLHT AT .

Action + PAH], then the main verb.

0501.3 5 PARTEAZ AR

Time + PAH[] + verb phrase.

0501.4 True.

Hi is a shorter form of PAH] after a time.

0501.5 One possible response: &5 PAH] HH FHL.

Check meaning and form:

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

Put PAH] after what it refers to: FifPAH], not PAH[ IR (which means “in the
past, I attended class”).

The PAH] phrase goes before the main verb, not at the end: ¥+ & PARTIEIZ, not
F I %+ mL AT

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

® PIET, ... (in the past, ...)
0502.1 DA
Subject + PAH] + description = used to be.

0502.2 1-B: PAR[FAMMIME, = I didn’t use to drink coffee.; 2-A: MEIIHELAET,
ez B4R . = Before drinking coffee I eat breakfast.

Alone, PAH[ means “in the past”; after an action it means “before”.
0502.3 B PATIA E K AZ BRI o

Subject + PAH[ + verb phrase.

0502.4 True.

J5iof = originally (and then it changed).

0502.5 One possible response: PA\RIX LKA, MEGREZET.

Check meaning and form:

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
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o Alone at the front or after the subject, PAH] = “in the past”: PARJFRA K.

o After a time or action, it = “before”: [ #RPARE] — “before class”. Check what comes
before it.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Fj7 (a moment ago)

0503.1 KA

Ml 74 is a time word that can start the sentence.

0503.2 A. WA flARIT:.

NI 7 can describe a state a moment ago; Rl cannot go before an adjective.

0503.3 /RHIA KWL T ?

Subject + Wi + verb phrase.

0503.4 False.

M4 is only a moment ago; recently is fiT (or WI#Z).

0503.5 One possible response: WA A AGRFTHIE T »

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Use N4 for a moment ago in the same situation; for “recently” over days, use fx
it or .

e KA can go first in the sentence; NI cannot: KA T v/, WHBE T x.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

® Time / Verb + B} (when ...)

0504.1 friffeE

Clause + FJHHE = when.

0504.2 B. /- 2 BHELSFRATHLIE .

The [ clause comes first; {4 BHE asks “when?”.
0504.3 LERET, KT,

Clause + B}, then the request.

0504.4 False.

[RIIHE is the usual spoken form; i} is more written.
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0504.5 One possible response: FX/|MPBHME T 2 R HEK
Check meaning and form:

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

BF /) BYEHEE goes after the clause: "N YA EHEE, not BHigE N .

In a “when” clause, do not use ff-A4 B (that asks “when?”): 32| Z I HHE, not
FAt- A W] 5.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B D)5 (after / in the future)

0505.1 PAJ5

Event + PAJ5 = after that event.

0505.2 C. From now on I'll go to bed earlier.

PAJG alone at the start refers to the future.

0505.3 KA AfE, FAEREASPTAE.

Event + PAJ5, then the main clause.

0505.4 False.

After eating is FZURPAJG; PAJGHZ/R means “eat in the future”.
0505.5 One possible response: KNP, FAHEEIPTAE.

Check meaning and form:

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

Put PAJ5 after the event: WZUPAJT, not PASGPZIR (which would mean “eat in the
future”).

For the next step in a past story, prefer J53€ or X )5, not a bare PAJi5: FicxET
BAT, RIEE TR

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

, J5% ... (afterwards / later — past)

0506.1 )53k
J5i 3 introduces what happened later in a past story.

0506.2 B. JASEHZIR, RIGE LR,
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J5i %k is only for past stories; a plan uses 2R )5.

0506.3 J5REAFET?

JERIEARET?

0506.4 True.

J5i2k jumps forward in a past story.

0506.5 One possible response: {7 T, JFRAEIILIT T —F A H .

Check meaning and form:

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

JG ¥ is only for the past. For “later” in a plan, use PAJ5 or X5 FATPAIG F-UL.
It stands alone as a time word; it is not added after an event: 5[l PAJ5, not Hl
Ja k.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.
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