Nouns
Ref Hsk3 Grammar

Time / 3fjiE + PAHI—"before (a specific point)”

Place PABI (yiqidn) after a time or an action to mean "before” it. The trap for English
speakers is the order: the reference point comes first, then PAFj—the exact reverse of
"before eating,” which Chinese says as "eating-before.”

Structure: Time / Verb Phrase + DAHJ, - -

{zh: WZHR |cht fan|eating / PAH] |yi qidn|before / , 44 |ni|you / #F |xi shou|wash hands
/T le /M |ma /7 }

Did you wash your hands before eating?

{zh: BT |xing qr wu|Friday / PAR[ |yi qidn|before / |, 4% |ni|you / % |yao|need to /
58 |zuo wan|finish / $X4¥ |zhe xie|this / TAE |gong zuo|work / . }

You need to finish this work before Friday.

Remember: Chinese stamps the time-word after the event: ZJRPAHI = "eating-before.”
Flip the English order and tack PAH] on the end.

Watch out

o "Verb + PAH[” means "before [doing] the action” (fft/F)l.PAH] = "before doing home-
work”).

PABG, - —”in the past, before” (general)

Drop PAHF at the front of a sentence and it means ”in the past, back then” —a general
earlier time, no specific event attached. It can also slip in right after the subject.

Structure: PAH] + Subject + Verb - Subject + PAH[ + Verb

{zh: PAH] |yl qidn|in the past / , & |wo|l / £ |bt hui|couldn’t / i |[shuo|speak / Hr
X |Zhong wén|Chinese / . }

I couldn’t speak Chinese before.
{zh: fily [talhe / PAR] |y1 gidn|used to / 42 |shi|be / Efifi |chi shila chef / . }
He used to be a chef.

Remember: one PAH], two spots —after an event it’s "before X” (IZJxPAH]); at the
front it’s "in the past, used to.” It usually contrasts the past with now (often with a |
marking the change).

Watch out

o Front position or after-the-subject —both are correct.



Wil A —”just now, a moment ago”

RIA (gangcdi) is a time word for the very recent past —”just now, a moment ago.’
Don’t confuse it with the adverb Ni: KA is a noun (a moment that just passed) and
can stand alone, while M| (”just”) clings to the verb.

Structure: (Subject +) M| + Verb

{zh: #} |nilyou / WA |gang cdi|just now / i |shuo|said / ff+4 |shén me|what / T |le
/7 }

What did you just say?

{zh: WI4 |gang cai|just now / #fE |shéilwho / 2k |ldi|came / T [le / 7 }

Who came just now?

Remember: FIA = a noun (a moment in the past, can sit anywhere); jj = an
adverb (glued to the verb). FERIF| ("I just arrived”) vs WA R 7?7 ("who came a
moment ago?”).

Watch out
o WIA can take a T / ) on the verb (KA %|[)); M + verb usually doesn’t.

Time / Event + Bf—"when, at the time of”

Bt is a compact, formal stand-in for [ {&—"when, at the time of” —placed after a
time or event. The thing to remember: it drops the F.

Structure: Time / Event + I, - -

{zh: K |kdo shilexam / H} |shi]during / A [ba yao|don’t / ¥iiF |shuo hualtalk / .
}

Don’t talk during the exam.

{zh: F |wo|l / Hix |mian shi|interviews / B} |shi|during / £% |jing chang|often / [A]
|wen|ask / XA~ |zhe gelthis / [ |[wen ti|question / . }

I often ask this question during interviews.

Remember: B} is BJB& in its Sunday best —same meaning, formal register, and

no BY: Zi} |, never ZiX N}, In speech you'd just say 2% i f) .
Watch out

o Reserve it for writing or set phrases; everyday speech uses ] .

PAE, - —”in the future, from now on”

At the start of a sentence, PAJ§ means ”in the future, from now on, later.” It mirrors DA
Hi exactly: it can sit at the front ("from now on”), after the subject, or after an event
(Pafter 7).



Structure: PAJ + Subject + Verb - Event + DAJ5, - -

{zh: F |wo|l / PAJG |y1 houlfrom now on / N |bu|won’t / MEiF |he jit|drink / T |le / .
}

I won’t drink from now on.

{zh: i |xia ke|class ends / PAJT |yi houlafter / , F&AT |[wO men|we / 2 |qu|go / W21
|cht fanjeat / . }

After class, let’s go eat.

Remember: PAJ5 is the perfect mirror of PARf—after an event = "after X” ("F#RPASS
/ NIRPAHD); at the front = ”from now on” / ”in the past.” But it points to an indefinite
future, not ”in a moment” (that’s —£xJL).

Watch out

e Don’t let ”later” mislead you into using it for ”shortly” —DPA 5 is the open-ended
future.

------ , Ja¥k:--—"afterwards, later” (past only)

JG3 (houldi) sequences past events —afterwards, later on.” The hard limit: both events
must have already happened. J5 (after) + > (came) —it has, by definition, already
come.

Structure: [Past Event 1] , J53% [Past Event 2]

{zh: Fif |kai shilat first / F& |wo|my / A [fa mu|parents / A |[bu|didn’t / [F] 7 |tong
vilagree / , J52K |hou ldi[later / [F]7 |tong yilagreed / T |le / o }

At first my parents disapproved; later they came round.

{zh: ft |talhe / PAH] |yl gidn|used to / J& |shilbe / J§fIifi |cht shija chef / , J53& |hou
ldillater / 24 |dang|became / T [le / ZE#z [ldo ban|the boss / . }

He used to be a chef; later he became the boss.

Remember: J5¥ = a PAST ”and then” (both events done and dusted). For a future
"and then,” switch to #XJ5. The 3k ("came”) tells you it has already arrived.

Watch out

o Never use 53k for a plan or future sequence —that’s %X J5.



