Conjunctions
HSK 3 Grammar

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

A B3 B (or — in statements)

B A statement offers two acceptable drinks

« You say either tea or coffee is acceptable.

o« FREREWHEEAT

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is A B B (or — in statements). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

— @ # presents alternatives in a statement.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BRIBIBE M
wo he chd huo zheé ka fei

Word guide: F — I; M — drink; 45 — tea; 8{# — or; WM — coffee.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, ZKxBLE WIHEERTT. : B presents alternatives in a state-
ment.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o For a direct alternative question use ifg: VRMZIAZMIME? .

o A yes-or-no question can contain {3, as in Z5EZMIMEER T AL ? : questions are
not all the same type.

B Use the distinction

o 1 presents alternatives in a statement.

« For a direct alternative question use i£42: VRIS ZMIME? . A yes-or-no question
can contain B{# as in Z5BEMIMEAS AT PANS? ; questions are not all the same type.

B Try it with help closed

You say either tea or coffee is acceptable. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. FExplain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: Z5a{ FZ MIMEERFT .
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o For a direct alternative question use ifig: VRMEZIAZMIME? .

e A yes-or-no question can contain B, as in 5§ F MIMEER ] DARL?

are not all the same type.

; questions

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

FA ... (then / in that case)

B A reply follows a new piece of information

o A friend says everything is ready, so you suggest leaving.

o MLABATER. — 24

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is #HFA
original interlinear examples below.

introduces a response based on what was just said.

. (then / in that case). Locate it in the

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

FRARMTEM.

na me wo men zou ba

Word guide: 34 — then; F&{i] — we; & — go.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, LA FAIEME.

what was just said.

2. introduces a response based on

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

« This use means in that case, not degree as in HFA 5.

o It does not itself indicate an exact future time; AFFATENM is a common shorter
reply.



B Use the distinction

o HAF4 introduces a response based on what was just said.

« This use means in that case, not degree as in #3545 . It does not itself indicate an
exact future time; HFFATEM is a common shorter reply.

B Try it with help closed

A friend says everything is ready, so you suggest leaving. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: HFAFATENT.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

« This use means in that case, not degree as in A4 5.

o It does not itself indicate an exact future time; AFFATHEN is a common shorter
reply.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

R + Person + Verb (with someone)

B A conversation has a partner
¢ You talk with a friend rather than talk only about the friend.
o RIBHAAMIER., - I identifies the conversation partner.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is B8 + Person + Verb (with someone). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RERIAWX .
wo gen péng you lido tian
Word guide: F — I; R — with; A& — friends; JjI-K — chat.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, FEBPAKIIK. : IRAA K identifies the conversation part-
ner.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o XTHAA BT means a topic about friends.
o P} in this use can often be replaced by FI; another §§ in ¥l means follow
him, a different construction.

B Use the distinction

o R/ identifies the conversation partner.
o XTHAA RIS means a topic about friends. ¥} in this use can often be replaced
by #; another R in fREME means follow him, a different construction.

B Try it with help closed

You talk with a friend rather than talk only about the friend. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: F¢IRAHAHIK .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

FF A BITE T means a topic about friends.

¥R in this use can often be replaced by #l; another f in ¥RZEfth7E means follow
him, a different construction.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

A R B? (or — in questions)

B A direct choice question asks for an option

¢ You ask a guest which of two drinks they prefer.
o RIBZERMIME? — 3£ 2 connects the alternatives the guest should choose between.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is A #®f& B? (or — in questions). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HRIG AL R W ?
ni hé chd hdi shi ka fei
Word guide: 4R — you; Mg — drink; Z% — tea; if42& — or; MIME — coffee.



B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, #RIGZRIBMIME? : £ 2 connects the alternatives the
guest should choose between.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o This is an alternative question, so no final "4} is needed in the basic frame.

o ifJ2 also means still or had better in other uses; punctuation alone cannot deter-
mine every meaning.

B Use the distinction

o ifJ2 connects the alternatives the guest should choose between.

o This is an alternative question, so no final 1 is needed in the basic frame. &
also means still or had better in other uses; punctuation alone cannot determine
every meaning.

B Try it with help closed

You ask a guest which of two drinks they prefer. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin

response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: {MEZ5iA 2 MIE?

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e This is an alternative question, so no final 14 is needed in the basic frame.

o A2 also means still or had better in other uses; punctuation alone cannot
determine every meaning.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.




