Conjunctions
Ref Hsk3 Grammar

BE — “or” (in statements)

Use B to lay out alternatives in a statement — “either ... or” It tells, it doesn’t
ask: “coffee or tea, both fine” The moment you want the listener to choose, you must
switch to A4 (the last point in this topic) — this is the single most-tested “or” trap
in Chinese.

Structure: Possibility 1 + B3 + Possibility 2

{zh: F& |wo|l / "5 |he|drink / MIME [ka fei|coffee / B{#E |huo zhélor / &5 |chaltea / |
R |douleither / 47 |xinglis fine / . }

Coffee or tea — either’s fine for me.

{zh: BIA7S |xing q1 lit|Saturday / 5 |huo zhéjor / IR |xing q1 tian|Sunday /
, #B |doulboth / BPA |ké yijwork / . }

Saturday or Sunday both work.

Remember: B #H = “or” when you tell; 2 = “or” when you ask. A
statement (“either is fine”) takes W #; a question (“which one?”) takes A /Z.

Watch out

« It often closes with #3fT / AT LA (“either one is fine”).

I / 4L — “then, in that case”

FB (or the fuller BR4A,) picks up what was just said and draws a suggestion or conclusion
from it — “then, so, in that case.” It opens your reply, reacting to the other person’s
remark. (It’s the same # as “that” — literally “that being so, ..”.)

Structure: Situation , #H (A) + Suggestion / Decision

{zh: ft [talhe / A |bu|won’t / Wy |tng|listen / , HF [nalthen / F& |wO|l / NiZ% |ying
gai|should / /E47p |zén me ban|do what / 7 }

He won't listen — so what should I do?

{zh: & |nilyou / A |buldon’t / F I |xi huan|like / X~ |zhe ge|this one / , HP
[na|then / F&A] |wo men|we / # |huan|swap / —~ |y{ ge|for another / . }

You don’t like this one — then let’s swap it.
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Remember: J§ (4) = “that being so...” — it reacts and suggests in conversation.
It is not FrPA (“therefore”), which states a cause—effect inside one thought.

Watch out

e A bare J[ is the most natural in speech; H§4 sounds a touch more formal.

B ... (—&) + 3hA — “with (someone)”

Before the verb, B marks the person you do something with — “(together) with.” It
frequently teams up with —j2 (“together”). } also means “to follow / heel,” which
is why it leans toward doing things alongside someone.

Structure: Subject + [} + Person + (—jf£) + Verb

{zh: {§ |nilyou / B |yao|want to / f} |gen|with / F& |wojme / —& |yl gi|together /
% |qilgo / i jma / ? }

Do you want to come with me?
{zh: I} |gen|after / F |wo|me / i |ddjread / . }
Read after me.

Remember: JR literally “to follow” — so FRIXIE is “read after me” The “with”
phrase always sits before the verb: FRARILIA v/, never JLIHER.

Watch out

o B ~ Fll for plain “with,” but only ¥ carries the “follow” sense (ERF&#, “come
with / after me”).

A + R + B? — “or” (in questions)

When you ask someone to choose between options, use ¥ — never B{#. f2
turns the sentence into an either/or question, and the asker is waiting for you to pick
one.

Structure: (Subject + Verb +) A + ifijg + B + 7

{zh: {f |nilyou / % |yao|want / "5 |he|drink / %% |cha|tea / i 2 |hai shilor / IHE
|ka féi|coffee / 7 }

Do you want tea or coffee?

{zh: i |tajhe / &2 |shilis / FEE A [Méi gué rén|American / A2 |hai shijor / H[E
A |Ying gué rén|British / 7 }

Is he American or British?
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Remember: Questions — A A&; statements — HF. This is the pair to keep
glued together — see B at the top of this topic.

Watch out

o Don’t repeat & before B: 2/KIAE v, not /KA.
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