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HSK 3 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

A E# B (or — in statements)

B Either day is fine

o A friend wants to meet this weekend and asks which day suits you. Both are free.

o EHAAEFEEBIREAPL, — “Saturday or Sunday are both fine.”

B A 53# B (in statements)

o HF = “or” in statements, offers and suggestions: YRA]PAARHREE ] 4.

e It can join nouns, verbs or whole clauses.

HRTT AL ISR AT % .

ni ké yi zuo di tié huo zhe da che

Word guide: f — you; A] DA — can; At — take; #i4k — the subway; 5{# — or; 7% —
take a taxi.

8% or (in a statement)

when link verb

EHA7X & EHX #RET LA
xingqiliu hudozhé xingqitian dou kéyi
Saturday or Sunday both are fine

B Choices, alternatives, either-way

o REAX®FERARITHIEIML. — “Call me tomorrow or the day after.”

e FRBRERER, FHZAEEE. — “At weekends I often read, or go for a walk
in the park.”

RARBHEEERSR, REZAEBP

zhou mo wo chang chang kan shu huo zhé qu gong yudn san bu

Word guide: J&AK — at weekends; F — I; % — often; FH-J — read; B34 — or; & — go

to; /~E — the park; §i — walk.
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B Not for questions
e To ask “A or B?”, use it 4&: RIEZSEEMIME? |, not YRIESZS B MIHE?
o i does not mean “and”: &L TSERFNEEE (both), not SER o EFHHE.

. EgE R .
o Repeated, it lists alternatives: BLERFK, BMEFERZE, #FT. — “Either you come

or I go — either is fine.”

o A PA often follows: Al kZ=HL 7] PA.
HEHRR, RERE.

huo zhé ni ldai huo zhé wo qu

Word guide: #§# — either; /R — you; 3¢ — come; 8% — or; & — I; % — go.

B Recap

« A B B = A or B in statements and suggestions; (¥ .. B3 .. = either .. or

o Questions use it fE; “and” is Fl.

Practise this pattern step by step.

FR4 ... (then / in that case)

B The cinema is full

o A friend says the cinema is fully booked tonight. You quickly suggest another plan.
o FA, RATIHREIE, - “In that case, let’s go tomorrow.”

B B84 / FR = “then, in that case”

o At the start of a reply, HRA (spoken: HE) draws a conclusion from what was just
said.

o It often leads to a suggestion or a question: HRVRFTH/E AINT?

IOATRE AT
na ni da suan zen me ban
Word guide: #Hf — then; /R — you; 54 — plan; JE-4Jp — what to do.

B4 / BB: in that case

link who verb
A A BAR 2508
name women mingtian qu ba
in that case we go tomorrow
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B Tn conversation

o A AR, B: IBRATBARMIMEIL, — “Then let’s just have a coffee.”

o After YR WRHEAEIRK, AT —E. — “If you don’t like it, then change
it

WMREAER, WLHHE—NME.

ri guo ni bu xi huan nda me jiu huan yi gé ba

Word guide: g — if; /R — you; /A — don’t; Ak — like; AB4 — then; jk — (then); #t

— change; —4~ — one.

B Two different A

o At the start of a clause, #§4 = “then, in that case”.
o Before an adjective, A4 = “so”: LA 5. Check its position.

B R4 versus FrPA

o JITPA gives a result of a cause: N T, FrPAFRE 2.

o B4 responds to what someone else said, often with a suggestion: A: N T . B:
AT E T .

TMT, FIAREE.

xid yu le suo yi wo méi qu

Word guide: "Ny — rain; ffPA — so; F& — I; ¥% — didn’t; 2 — go.

B Recap

o BBA / HP, ... = then, in that case; it reacts to what was just said.

o W .., HRA (). is common. AR4 + Adj = so.

Practise this pattern step by step.

R + Person + Verb (with someone)

B Who are you going with?

e Your mum asks about your plans for the holiday.
e RIBIAA—EEZE. — “I'm going to Yunnan with friends.”

B Subject + FB + Person + (—i&) + Verb

o BB + person = “with”, placed before the verb. —it (together) often follows: #}
fl—EEHZ 1.

o fll works the same way: FAHl[A]2F—Hc2%>].

BB —RESH.

wo gen péng you yi qi qu Yun ndn

Word guide: 3% — I; 8 — with; Al & — friends; —j& — together; % — go to; =~ —

Yunnan.
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ER + person + —f&: together with

who link verb

E24 IRARR —itc AL

wo gén péngyou yigi qu Yannan
| with friends together go to Yunnan

B Talking to someone
« [} also marks who you talk to: FRAEIRRIE—F:ZE . — “I want to tell you something.”
o REBEZIMHETE? — “Have you told the teacher?”

RAEBARRE— .

wo widng gen ni shuo yi jian shi

Word guide: 3¢ — I; #H — want; i} — to; /R — you; 3t — tell; —{4-FF — something.

B P8 goes before the verb

o “With friends” comes before the verb: ¥R A A2, not AN A (unless f means

“and” between two nouns).

o Put A or ¥% before f: FAMPEMZE — “I won’t go with him” — not FFR A Z.

B as “and”

o Between two nouns, f = “and”: FIRMEE2#4 — “He and I are both students.”
o Before a verb phrase, i + person = “with”.

RERAAR R LA .

wo gen ta dou shi xué sheng

Word guide: 3¢ — I; JR — and; fifi — he; HF — both; & — are; ¢4 — students.

B Recap

« BB + person + (—#2) + Verb = do it with someone; 8 + person + i, = tell

someone.
o IR comes before the verb; negatives go before fR. Between nouns, f = and.

Practise this pattern step by step.

A R B? (or — in questions)
B Tea or coffee?

o A waiter asks what you would like to drink.

o BIBFERIBIHIME? — “Would you like tea or coffee?”
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B A 7R B? (choice question)
o A 3R B7? asks someone to choose; no 15 is needed.
o It can join nouns, verbs or clauses: JR4 K& 2 KA

WEHRERRARE?
ni fin tian qu hai shi ming tian qu
Word guide: #R — you; 4K — today; & — go; ifis& — or; Bk — tomorrow; % — go.

& 2: or (in a question)

who verb question word

i N
& L3P B E P& MRk
nin hé cha haishi hé kafei
you drink tea or drink coffee

o With 2: REREMBRELE? — “Are you a teacher or a student?”
o BRATBMHESERITE? — “Shall we take the subway or a taxi?”

HRRZIR RS

ni shi lao shi hdi shi xué sheng

Word guide: fi — you; /& — are; ZJfi — a teacher; A& — or; ¢4 — a student.
B No i with 2

o 2 already makes a question: YRIGZIAZIMME? | not VRMGZSIA 2 MRS ?

o In a statement, “or” is B Zxal E MIMEER AT DA.

B AR in “I don’t know whether ...”

o After NHIE or 5, 42 keeps its “whether ... or” meaning: FRAHTEAFK LR
AFE., — “I don’t know whether he’s coming or not.”

e ifJE can also mean “had better”: IR EM — “We'd better go.”

RAME MR IERAK

wo b zhi dao ta ldai hdi shi bu ldi

Word guide: & — I; A~ — don’t; FIiE — know; ftfi — he; & — comes; i 5& — or; N —

3¢ — come.
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B Recap
« A X B? = A or B? (a choice question, no 14).
o In statements use 8{#F; AFIE A A2 B = don’t know whether A or B.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

B A H3# B (or — in statements)

0701.1 Complete: “You can pay in cash or by card.” #RA] PAMTILE oo KIS
0701.2 Which asks “Do you want tea or coffee?”

o A AREEZREEEINHE?

o B. AREZANMHE?

o C. REEZREEE MG IL 2 ?

o D. BRI ZMIHE?

0701.3 Build: “Call me tomorrow or the day after.”

Arrange all chunks: £43% |/ BIRKHIGE / 1 / ATHIFIL,

0701.4 F L TR 74 %E means “I bought apples and bananas.”
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0701.5 A friend wants to meet this weekend and asks which day suits you. Both
are free. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese.
Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model,
then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B FRA ... (then / in that case)

0702.1 A: “I'm not free today.” B: “Then let’s meet tomorrow.” ... FATHH R IE
e,

0702.2 In XA ARAR 4 5t, what does #4 mean?

e A or

e B. because

o C. then

e D.so

0702.3 Build: “If you don’t like it, then change it.”

Arrange all chunks: §fe / , H84 / — DB, [ WRAIRAEIRK

0702.4 Hf 4 at the start of a reply usually responds to what someone else has just
said.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0702.5 A friend says the cinema is fully booked tonight. You quickly suggest another
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plan. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain
briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then
change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B B} + Person + Verb (with someone)
0703.1 Complete: “I play basketball with my brother.” F ........ Bfaf—EFTIEBK.
0703.2 Which says “I won’t go with him.”?

o A FRERABANZ

o B. AR

o C. IAMABZ.

o D. FKERAMLE

0703.3 Build: “I want to tell you something.”
Arrange all chunks: A8 / it / IRIR /| —14.
0703.4 In FIRMASE 244, B means “and”.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0703.5 Your mum asks about your plans for the holiday. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

® A R B? (or — in questions)

0704.1 Ask: “Are you going today or tomorrow?” R4 KZ ... BHRE?
0704.2 Which question is correct?

o A fR P E NECE EE Y

o B iR EANGEHEAN?

o C. R E A2 5 E A N?

o D. i E S 2w E 7

0704.3 Build: “Shall we take the subway or a taxi?”
Arrange all chunks: ApHuEL / 82 / FT%E? / &l
0704.4 FAFE fhRiA A FK is correct.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0704.5 A waiter asks what you would like to drink. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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Answers and explanations

B A 5 B (or — in statements)
0701.1 o %

A statement offering alternatives uses B{Z .
0701.2 D. {REFIL 2 MIME?

An “A or B?” question uses ifJ2.

0701.3 {REHREH 5 RAGIFT LT,
Time A B({3# time B + verb phrase.
0701.4 False.

B # is “or”; “and” is Fl.

0701.5 One possible response: 758 B KA AT DA

Check meaning and form:

« My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o To ask “A or B?”, use iffj&: IRMEATILZMIMEE? |, not /RMEATEE MNHE?

o & does not mean “and”: &L TSERFNEEE (both), not SEHR o EFHHE.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B JRA ... (then / in that case)

0702.1 7}

AP (4.) at the start of a reply = in that case.

0702.2 D. so

Before an adjective, H4 = so.

0702.3 QIERARAZIK, I2mH—IE.

mE ., ABAHE ...

0702.4 True.

It draws a conclusion from the situation just described.

0702.5 One possible response: #4 , FHATHRKEIE,

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o At the start of a clause, #f4 = “then, in that case”.

o Before an adjective, L4 = “so”: HFAvt. Check its position.
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o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B 4+ Person + Verb (with someone)
0703.1 R

B8 + person + —jf + verb.

0703.2 C. FEARFRME .

The negative goes before .

0703.3 FAHIRIRUE— 1.

¥R + person + .

0703.4 True.

Between two nouns, ff joins them.

0703.5 One possible response: IR A —E £ =T
Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o “With friends” comes before the verb: ¥R A A2, not 2R AN A (unless f means

“and” between two nouns).
o Put A or ¥% before f: FAMPEMZE — “I won’t go with him” — not FFR A Z.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B A FR B? (or — in questions)

0704.1 iF 2

A 42 joins the choices in a question.

0704.2 B. {2 E ANikewhiE A7

A4 questions take no Mg,

0704.3 FATALHGA T 47

A A2 B?

0704.4 True.

After ANHIE, A2 means “whether ... or”.

0704.5 One possible response: RIEZSIA 2 EIIMHE?

Check meaning and form:
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My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
iA42 already makes a question: /RMGZSIAZMIME? |, not VRIEESIA S MIHED?
In a statement, “or” is B{F: Z5uiEMNHEER AT DA.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.
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