Adverbs with Adjectives
HSK 3 Grammar

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

X4 / B4 + Adjective (so ...)

B A coat’s price surprises a buyer

¢ You look at a coat’s price and find it much higher than expected.

o XAEKIREAXAHET? — The buyer reacts to the surprisingly high price.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is X4 / #BA + Adjective (so ...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

SREBAXAR?
jin tian zén me zhe me léng
Word guide: 4-K — today; B4 — how come; X4 — so; ¥ — cold.

B Read examples in context

HIR2TEH, —EREiE3.

ni nd me cong ming yi ding néng cai dao

Word guide: R — you; #4 — so; BB — clever; , —4%& — surely; fif — can; 553 -

guess it.

« In the opening example, XK REAXAR? : The buyer reacts to the surpris-
ingly high price.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e X, often points to a degree currently in focus.

o AR A4 can refer to a degree already mentioned; the distinction is not a literal distance
measurement for every use.

B Use the distinction
¢ The buyer reacts to the surprisingly high price.

o X often points to a degree currently in focus. A4 can refer to a degree already
mentioned; the distinction is not a literal distance measurement for every use.

B Try it with help closed

You look at a coat’s price and find it much higher than expected. Close the examples.

Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what

the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: XK AR EAXATE?

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e X often points to a degree currently in focus.

o AF4 can refer to a degree already mentioned; the distinction is not a literal
distance measurement for every use.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

A BB / A1 B —# (the same as)

B Compare the size of two homes

¢ Two homes have the same size, but their colours and locations differ.

o BREBBFE—HEK. — The comparison asserts equality of size.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is A fg / 1 B —4f (the same as). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

WHRBBRE—HK.
ni jia gen wo jia yi yang da
Word guide: R — your home; R — as; &% — my home; —Ff: — the same; K — big.

B Read examples in context

RS LA —HE.

Béi jing de tian qi hé Shang hdi bu yi yang

Word guide: JLEL — Beijing; K, — weather; #1 — and; ¥ — Shanghai; AN — not; —
£ — the same.

« In the opening example, IREPRF —FE K. : The comparison asserts equality of
size.



o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o —FfK names the compared property.
o It does not claim that the homes are identical in every feature. F§ and F{I both
work in this comparison.

B Use the distinction

o The comparison asserts equality of size.
o —F£K names the compared property. It does not claim that the homes are identical
in every feature. f and 1 both work in this comparison.

B Try it with help closed

Two homes have the same size, but their colours and locations differ. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: /RFIRFTFE —FEK.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o —F£K names the compared property.

o It does not claim that the homes are identical in every feature. R and F both

work in this comparison.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

X ... X .. (both ... and ...)
B A product has a benefit and a drawback

¢ A phone is expensive, but useful and attractive.
o XEFPNHNIFH. — The speaker combines two qualities of the same phone.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is X ... X ... (both ... and ...). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RABFF IR
zhé ge fang zi you da you lidng
Word guide: X~ — this; 5 F — house; ¥ — both; K — big; ¥ — and; = — bright.

B Read examples in context
X L el S SUHEN
zhé 7 de ka fei you gui you ndn he
Word guide: X B — here; WM — coffee; X — both; & — expensive; X — and; MM —
bad-tasting.
« In the opening example, XEFFHLX I XIFH . : The speaker combines two qual-
ities of the same phone.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o X .. X .. often groups similarly valued qualities, but mixed evaluations such as
N5t X Uf-F are possible.

o It can also link actions, as in MM X ¥k; use —i1 .. —3 ..
taneity is the focus.

when ongoing simul-

B Use the distinction
¢ The speaker combines two qualities of the same phone.

e XM .. X .. often groups similarly valued qualities, but mixed evaluations such as
N5 Xl are possible. It can also link actions, as in X 18 X k; use —i1 .. —i1
.. when ongoing simultaneity is the focus.

B Try it with help closed

A phone is expensive, but useful and attractive. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. FExplain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: XEFHL N 5 U .
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
e XM .. X .. often groups similarly valued qualities, but mixed evaluations such as
N5t XA H] are possible.

e It can also link actions, as in MM X #k; use —ifi .. —3if1 ...
simultaneity is the focus.

when ongoing

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Subject + ¥ + Adjective (fairly, rather)

B Choose a relatively easy question

o Compared with the other questions, this one seems fairly easy.

o XAV, — L gives a relative or qualified evaluation of simplicity.



B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Subject + ¥ + Adjective (fairly, rather).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XA R AR B
zhé ge weén ti bi jido jian dan
Word guide: X~ — this; [A/#l — question; [t — fairly; fajEL — simple.

B Read examples in context

RBRE ALk,

wo bi jido i huan zuo di tié

Word guide: 3, — I; Fb# — rather; B — prefer; Ak — taking; Hi4k — the subway.

« In the opening example, X FEIBELBR . : LE gives a relative or qualified
evaluation of simplicity.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o H# can imply a comparison without naming its standard.

o i with an adjective can simply make a natural predicate, not always a strong very;
do not build a fixed intensity ranking from the English translations.

B Use the distinction
o # gives a relative or qualified evaluation of simplicity.

o % can imply a comparison without naming its standard. f8 with an adjective
can simply make a natural predicate, not always a strong very; do not build a fixed
intensity ranking from the English translations.

B Try it with help closed

Compared with the other questions, this one seems fairly easy. Close the examples.

Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what

the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: X718 Fb 4 iy 5.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o # can imply a comparison without naming its standard.

o f with an adjective can simply make a natural predicate, not always a strong
very; do not build a fixed intensity ranking from the English translations.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

£ + Adjective + ! (how ...!)

B Admire a friend’s skill

o A child solves a difficult puzzle quickly and you praise the achievement.

o W JLEHEHIN!

measurement.

— ZHHHIR expresses admiration rather than asking for a

B Build the form

 The pattern in this lesson is £ + Adjective + ]! (how ...!). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

Pt LB

ni nu ér duo cong ming a

Word guide: {8 — your; 7z J|. — daughter; £ — how; FiHH — clever.

B Read examples in context

—PAEHF!

yi ge rén duo hdo

Word guide: —/~ A\ — on your own; £ — how; - — nice.

« In the opening example, #RZ JLZBEBAMT ! : ZHEHII expresses admiration rather
than asking for a measurement.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.



B Know the boundary
o I is common in this exclamation, not compulsory in every exclamatory use of £.
o Z14F! is possible. Compare /£ K7 , which genuinely asks about age.

B Use the distinction

o ZUHBHIM expresses admiration rather than asking for a measurement.

o I is common in this exclamation, not compulsory in every exclamatory use of .
Z1f! is possible. Compare /£ K? , which genuinely asks about age.

B Try it with help closed

A child solves a difficult puzzle quickly and you praise the achievement. Close the

examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in

English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one

detail and try again.

One possible response: {2 .22 BB !

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o I is common in this exclamation, not compulsory in every exclamatory use of
Z.

o ZUF! is possible. Compare /RZ K7 , which genuinely asks about age.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Adjective + B + Noun (describing a noun)
B Ask for the cold drink

e Two drinks are available, one cold and one hot.
o REWVLH . — B selects the cold one from the understood drinks.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Adjective + ¥ + Noun (describing a noun).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

e
pido liang de nu hdir
Word guide: &2 — beautiful; 4% JL — girl.

B Read examples in context

WRERHIIB R BT

ni yao léng de hdi shi ré de

Word guide: & — you; Z — want; & — cold; iz — or; #4 — hot.

o In the opening example, FEEH . : 21 selects the cold one from the understood
drinks.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e The understood noun can be omitted after [].

o Descriptive modifiers often use [¥J, but established compounds such as B % i) 51
or Frf/K H show that syllable count alone does not impose an absolute rule.

B Use the distinction
o 1 selects the cold one from the understood drinks.

o The understood noun can be omitted after f{j. Descriptive modifiers often use [J,
but established compounds such as B[\ i or Frff/KHE show that syllable count
alone does not impose an absolute rule.

B Try it with help closed

Two drinks are available, one cold and one hot. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. FExplain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: FEL 1.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The understood noun can be omitted after [.

» Descriptive modifiers often use [{], but established compounds such as F % i) {il
or Frf/K H show that syllable count alone does not impose an absolute rule.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.




