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HSK 3 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

X4 / B4 + Adjective (so ...)
B It really is that hot

» You step outside in July and it is much hotter than you expected.

o HREBALXAI! — “How come it is so hot today!” X4 points to the degree you
are feeling right now.

B X4 / I4A + Adjective
e XA + Adj = “so ..” about something here and now; A + Adj = “so ..” about
something over there, earlier or mentioned.
o Like {8, they stand directly before the adjective: X4 5t, A4 L.
XK 25
zhé jian yi fu zhé me gui
Word guide: iX — this; {4 — (measure word); X filz — clothes; X2 — so; 5t — expensive.

BAX4 + adjective: surprise

when link verb
A A
TR EAXA *
jintian zénme zheme re
today how come so hot

B Near and far

« Holding the shoes: IXMWEXATEE! — “These shoes are so cheap!”

o Talking about a city you visited: FFJLIIARIBAY, WRELZEBT? — “The
winters there are so cold; how do you stand it?”

WEIRLIT, BREAKR?

ni jia na me yudan mei tian zén me ldi

Word guide: 4R — you; & — home; A4 — so; i — far; £ K — every day; /E4 — how;

3 — come.
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B Keep one degree word

e Do not add 1R as well: X4, not X AR, since X4 already gives the degree.
o Place X4 or #F4 before the adjective, not after it: HFAHT, not FCARA

B Also in comparisons

o HB4 often sharpens a %45 comparison: FEEHMWIRAF . — “I am not as tall as
him.”

e X2 can also go before a verb of degree: JR/E241X 4 BARNZIH K ?

REAMIFARH.

wo méi you ta nd me gao

Word guide: 3% — I; %7 — not as; flb — him; A4 — so; & — tall.

B Recap

o« X4 / B4 + Adjective = “so ..”: X4 for here and now, HE4 for there, then

or what was mentioned.
o It replaces {R; it often comes with JE4 (surprise) or %/ (comparison).
Practise this pattern step by step.

A BB / 1 B —# (the same as)

B Twins in the same class

o Two classmates are exactly the same height, and a new teacher keeps mixing them

o EfEFERBEBE—FER . — “The older brother is as tall as the younger brother.”

B AR /f B—k (+ Adjective)
e« A+ /M + B+ —F = “A is the same as B”; add an adjective to say in
what way: —FE5, —FET.

e IR and # both work here; § is a little more common in speech.

B F IR —HE .
wo de shou ji gen ni de yi yang
Word guide: 3% — my; F4L — phone; R — and; /R — yours; —#f — the same.
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A R B —#¥ + adjective: as ... as

who link verb

=1 =] - =
S i EEES ES =
gége gén didi yiyang gao
older brother and younger brother equally tall

B The same as, but not the same

« Negate by putting A before —Ff: REJEEBIRBIA—FE, — “My idea is different

from yours.”
o Ask with 155 or —FER—HE: ALRTHA THRFIER)—FES T ?
SRBHER—HEE .
jin tian gen zud tian yi yang léng
Word guide: 4K — today; f — and; FEK — yesterday; —#£ — equally; ¥ — cold.
® Where A and 8 go

o N goes before —Ff: FRAMA—FE, not AERMAL—FE for “different from him”.
e No 1R before the adjective after —Ff: —F£5, not —FEAR 5.

B ¥ versus K
o —Ff says the two are equal; kb says one is more: B afH 2R 5 (“taller than”).

o —F¥f can also describe a noun with #): FRATE T —HER AR . — “We bought the
same clothes.”

BRAET — R

wo men mdai le yi yang de yi fu
Word guide: ] — we; 3£ — bought; —#f — the same; Xk — clothes.

B Recap

« AR/ B —# (+ Adj) = A is (as Adj as) B. Negative: A R B A—#f.
o The adjective after —#f stays bare; —F#£[{) + noun = the same thing.

Practise this pattern step by step.

X ... X ... (both ... and ...
B A good buy

* You found a jacket that looks great and costs very little, and you want to say both
at once.
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o XK EHEHNIFE, — “This jacket is both cheap and good-looking.”

" Y+A+X+B
e Subject + X + Adj/Verb + X + Adj/Verb: each ¥ sits directly before its
own description.

e The two qualities point the same way, both good or both bad: Mt X i, W& X
k.

R E R

wo you let you e

Word guide: 3% — I; ¥ — both; & — tired; ¥ — and; & — hungry.

X A X B: both ... and ...

thing link verb

XHRAR X (G X &
zhe jian yifu you pianyi you haokan
this garment both cheap and nice-looking

B Actions as well as qualities

« Verb phrases fit too: BFFNIXEXBE. — “The children sang and danced.”

o Use it to describe a person or place with two clear features: b FE] XK T+
BT X Bk

hdi zi men you chang you tiao

Word guide: #1177 — the children; X — both; g — sing; ¥ — and; #k — dance.

B Keep the two halves matched

o Use two qualities with the same direction: ¥ f#'H X% is natural; Y8 H X

% sounds odd unless you are joking.

o No {R inside the pattern: ¥ 5 X K, not ¥R E AR K.

B Y .. ¥ ..versus t and H]

e fil cannot join two adjectives in a predicate: say XA H'H X I-F, not HHAITFH.
o X .. X .. stresses that both features are present at the same time; R H, 1R
175 lists them one after another.

XILWRBEE, BRFZ.

zher de cat hen pian yi ye hén hdo chi

Word guide: iX J, — here; 3¢ — food; R — very; {#i‘H. — cheap; 1 — also; fR — very; &
7 — tasty.
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B Recap

e« X A X B = both A and B, at the same time. Each X goes before its own
adjective or verb.

o Pick two qualities that point the same way, and leave out f.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Subject + K + Adjective (fairly, rather)

B Not great, not terrible

o A friend asks how your new job is. It is fine, but you would not call it amazing.

o THEWHIT:, AiIFRIEHMEF. — “The work is fairly busy, but my colleagues are

all nice”

B I 4+ Adjective

« Subject + I + Adj = “fairly, rather, relatively”: L5, HWRYE, L.

o Here L3 is an adverb of degree, so it takes the place of {R; there is no second
thing being compared.

XA R B .

zhe ge wen ti bi jiao ndn

Word guide: iX — this; 4~ — (measure word); [AJf — question; H#¢ — fairly; M —

difficult.

b3k softens; A3d adds a turn

thing link verb

Ttk kb3 ft g EEEIRLF
gongzuo bijiao méang blaguo téngshi dou hén hao

work fairly busy but colleagues are nice

B A softer way to answer

o Answering “Is the restaurant far?”: HIWE, RAFTEM. — “It’s rather far; let’s
take a taxi.”

o [ also goes before some verbs of liking: FHIBMBXMEEE. — “I prefer tea (I like

tea more).”

RILBERIGIK.
wo b1 jiao xi huan heé chad
Word guide: 3¢ — I; H# — rather; =X — like; Mg — drinking; 45 — tea.
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B Do not combine it with [

e In a k¢ comparison, FL# cannot appear before the adjective: B F 5, not kL
R .

e Do not stack it with fR: FCET:, not R LT or LR

B I as a verb
e % can also be a verb meaning “to compare”: HATHBE —TFTXFHITFI. -

“Let’s compare these two phones.”

o Tell them apart by position: before an adjective it means “fairly”; with an object
it means “compare”.

BATHE—TEBHAFHL.

wo men bi jiao yi xid zhé lidng ge shou ji

Word guide: 4] — we; Fb3 — compare; — | — briefly; iX — these; W/~ — two; FHL
— phones.

B Recap

o HE + Adj = fairly, rather; it replaces i and gives a moderate answer.

o It never goes inside a [, sentence. With an object, [t is the verb “compare”.

Practise this pattern step by step.

£ + Adjective + B! (how ...!)

B The view from the top

e You reach the top of a mountain and the whole city lies below you.

o XJLBIRELEW! — “How beautiful the view is here!”

B £ + Adjective + Wi!
o £ 4 Adj + M is an exclamation: “How ... |” £ goes before the adjective and I
closes the sentence.

o The adjective stands alone: Z4FI, 225, £ ] 2.
R 2z JLZ AT 0 |

ni de nu ér duo k€ ai a

Word guide: ¥R — your; %)L, — daughter; £ — how; 1] % — cute.
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% + adjective + : how ...!

thing link verb
X) LN R % S e
zher de féngjing dud meéi a
the view here how beautiful !

B Sharing a feeling

o Admiring: #REIPICHBLZIFW ! — “How well you speak Chinese!”
o Complaining works too: &REZHIP! — “How hot it is today!”

S RE P!
jin tian duo ré a

Word guide: 4K — today; 2 — how; # — hot.

B Exclaim, do not ask

e No {R inside: Z 3, not ZALEM; £ already carries the degree.

o Keep ] and the exclamation mark. Without them, £ + Adj often becomes a
question: Zut? — “How far is it?”

B L . W versus KX ... T

e K+ Adj + T also reacts strongly: KX3& T ! It is common and often means “too”:
K5ET

e £ + Adj + W is warmer and more admiring; it suits praise and wonder.

XAFRRARRT !

zhe jian yi fu tai gui le

Word guide: X — this; {4 — (measure word); A&k — clothes; K — too; 5 — expensive.

B Recap

e £ + Adj + B! = How ..! An exclamation of admiration or strong feeling.

e Bare adjective, no f¢; without ] and “! 7, £ + Adj can be a question about
amount.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Adjective + BJ + Noun (describing a noun)

® Which one is yours?

o At the station a lost-property officer asks which bag is yours. You need more than
“a bag”'

o RN IBRIKRE. — “Mine is that big red bag.”

B Adjective + ¥ + Noun

e Adj + B + Noun: the description comes first and [} links it to the noun: =%
e, AR AR

o Two-syllable adjectives and adjectives with f usually need f: RUIFHIAH A, T4+
) 18]

R

ta shi yi ge hen cong ming de zué sheng

Word guide: fii — she; & — is; — — a; 4~ — (measure word); {2 — very; BiBf — clever;

24 — student.

Describer + B9 can stand for the thing

who verb thing link
£ 4= = A LARCE: RE
wo de shi nage héngse de da bao
mine is that red big bag

B Short fixed pairs drop HJ

o Many one-syllable adjectives join the noun directly: & A, %, KIkTT, £145.
o These pairs act like single words. Adding f{ makes the description more con-

trastive: FREGHHY, NEIHH.
JEER—ARIRT

Béi jing shi yi ge da chéng shi
Word guide: JEH{ — Beijing; & — is; — — a; /> — (measure word); K — big; ki —
city.

® When K is needed

o« Keep 1y after R + Adj: REHIINA, not REFHIA.
e The description goes before the noun, never after: EZEERA K, not A& IR E =)
(that is a separate sentence pattern).
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B Leaving the noun out
o When the noun is clear, Adj + f#J can stand alone: EWLR . — “I like the red

7

one.

e This is common in shops and choices: KAJIRE/MA? — “The big one or the small
one?”

Vi PN by YN

ni yao da de hdi shi xido de

Word guide: #R — you; % — want; K — big; if/& — or; /)> — small.

B Recap

e Adj + By + Noun describes a noun; the description always comes first.

e R 4+ Adj and most two-syllable adjectives need fJ; common one-syllable pairs (4
N, #%) do not. Adj + fJ alone = “the ... one

Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

B X4 / B4 + Adjective (so ...)
0104.1 You are holding a heavy suitcase: /REJFE T /EA oo 7

0104.2 A friend describes her hometown far away. Which fits best? “The mountains
there are so beautiful.”

. A %BJLE’JIJJLA?E?TEO

o B.ABJLAYILARAB AR o

o C.IRJLAY L ﬁfﬁ/ o

o D.IJLAY AR 255

0104.3 Build: “I am not as tall as him.”

Arrange all chunks: & / fh / & / 4 / &

0104.4 X 24 R # is correct because X4 and f§ both mean “very”.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0104.5 You step outside in July and it is much hotter than you expected. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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B AR /f1 B—# (the same as)

0105.1 Complete: “This bag costs the same as that one.” XALIEAEL ...
0105.2 Which says “My answer is different from yours.”?

o A FRHBERIIRIE—FE.

o B. RMBEEARIRE—HE.

o C. KB ZRIRH—HEAR .

o D. WIWEZRIRIRIA—FES

0105.3 Build: “Today is as cold as yesterday.”

Arrange all chunks: —#f£ / &K /%, / IRIER

0105.4 EFEF IR 55 58 —FF 5 means the older brother is taller.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

pat

0105.5 Two classmates are exactly the same height, and a new teacher keeps mixing
them up. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese.
Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model,
then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B ¥ ..X .. (both .. and ..)

0106.1 Complete: “The noodles here are both tasty and cheap.” X JLHJTAI & ovveeoe-.
N7 oo fHE, (write the word that fills both blanks)

0106.2 Which sentence is natural?

o AL AL M,

o B. ftm A,

o C. Al AR AR

o D. {3 E .

0106.3 Build: “Her room is both big and clean.”

Arrange all chunks: XK / X4 / Wbt 18] / .

0106.4 XA AREHFLT-F is a correct way to say “This item of clothing is cheap
and good-looking.”

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0106.5 You found a jacket that looks great and costs very little, and you want to say
both at once. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese.
Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model,
then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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B Subject + H# + Adjective (fairly, rather)
0107.1 A moderate answer: “Today is fairly cold.” 4K ........ &
0107.2 Which sentence says “He is taller than me.”?

o A MBI

o B. flilb R B .

« C.fibfR EF

o D. B

0107.3 Match each sentence to its meaning.
o 1. XFEWIELE L.

L FRATHE T i

L B K

o A. Let’s compare the prices.

o B. I prefer summer.
o (. This restaurant is rather expensive.

0107.4 Build: “It is rather far; let’s take a taxi.”
Arrange all chunks: ¥J4I08, / e /, / kAl

0107.5 A friend asks how your new job is. It is fine, but you would not call it amazing.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B £ + Adjective + B! (how ...!)

0108.1 Exclaim: “How nice the weather is!” K= .......... TF-I]!
0108.2 Which one asks a question instead of exclaiming?
XA ZR?

I SN/NTEAL SR

e SO/NTESNUIN

o D. X JLZZHH !

0108.3 Build: “How well you speak Chinese!”

Arrange all chunks: RIFHFSC / wids / B! ) 24

0108.4 ZARE =R is correct.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

Al
B.
C.
D.

0108.5 You reach the top of a mountain and the whole city lies below you. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.
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Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B Adjective + KJ + Noun (describing a noun)

0109.1 Complete: “He is a very good friend.” 2R L ........ IHK.

0109.2 Which phrase is correct?

o A KIRESER

o B ERARAIANR

o C RERRARNR

o D. RESAKNR

0109.3 In a shop, FKZEL K can mean “I want the red one.”

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0109.4 Build: “This is a very interesting book.”

Arrange all chunks: REZEER / $B. /| —4& /| X2

0109.5 At the station a lost-property officer asks which bag is yours. You need more
than “a bag”. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese.

Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model,
then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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Answers and explanations

B X4 / B4 + Adjective (so ...)

0104.1 X4

The suitcase is right here, so X4 + H = “so heavy”.

0104.2 D. HRJLIY LLIABAESE -

A4 + Adj, with no extra fR; 4 suits a distant place.

0104.3 FIA MARA R .

A+ ®AH + B+ 4 + Adj.

0104.4 False.

X4, already supplies the degree, so {R is left out: XA #.

0104.5 One possible response: 4K /E 24X 4!

Check meaning and form:

« My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e Do not add 1§ as well: XA, not X AfR#, since X 4 already gives the degree.
o Place X4 or H4 before the adjective, not after it: HF AT, not FTLHLA.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B AP /f1 B—# (the same as)

0105.1 —F¢

AR B —#f + Adj. —FE:5 = “equally expensive”.

0105.2 D. LI R —HE.

A is placed right before —#¥.

0105.3 4 RERHER—FR2.

A+ B B+ —k + Adj.

0105.4 False.

—#F£ 5 means the same height. “Taller” needs Ft: &f&f PR 5 &
0105.5 One possible response: &8} IR0 —FE R .

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o N goes before —Ff: FRAA—FE, not AEEMAL—FE for “different from him”.
o No 1R before the adjective after —Ff#: —F£5, not —FEAR &).
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o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B ¥ .. X .. (both .. and ..)

0106.1 X

N A7 UAHE — X before each quality.

0106.2 A. fth X 5 i,

W+ Adj + X + Adj with no fR. F1 does not join two adjectives in the predicate.
0106.3 14 ] LR S

Subject + ¥ A + ¥ B.

0106.4 False.

H1 joins nouns, not two adjectives used as the predicate. Use X Af#H X If-F.
0106.5 One possible response: X4k XAHE X IH-E .

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Use two qualities with the same direction: Y f#i‘H Y7 is natural; N8B ¥
% sounds odd unless you are joking.

e No fR inside the pattern: ¥ & X K, not XAR & AR K.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Subject + I + Adjective (fairly, rather)

0107.1 L%

s + Adj = fairly cold.

0107.2 A. fh bk

A . B + Adj. The adverb k% does not go inside a [, comparison.

0107.3 1-C: X ZFWMIELE 5. = This restaurant is rather expensive.; 2-A: FA{TH
B—"N#%. = Let’s compare the prices.; 3-B: I =W IH K. = I prefer summer.

Before an adjective or a liking verb, % means “rather”; with an object such as {f}
#% it is the verb “compare”.

0107.4 G, FAHTEHIE.
H# + Adj, then the suggestion.

0107.5 One possible response: TAEHBIT:, At [FEISEMRE L.
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Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e In a [t comparison, ¥ cannot appear before the adjective: {35, not fill kL
LB

e Do not stack it with f2: FtHAT:, not AR HLEHT: or FLAART:.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B £ + Adjective + B! (how ...!)

0108.1 £

% + Adj + ] = “How ... |”

0108.2 A. EXAPARIZLK?

Without Mif and the exclamation mark, 2 K? asks “How big is it?”

0108.3 fRH A SIS 22 T b !

Verb + 15 + £ + Adj + .

0108.4 False.

% already gives the degree, so the adjective stays bare: Z27E =21 !

0108.5 One possible response: X JLI# X522 F M !

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e No {R inside: Z 3, not ZALEM; £ already carries the degree.

o Keep ] and the exclamation mark. Without them, £ + Adj often becomes a
question: Zyt? — “How far is it?”

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Adjective + KJ + Noun (describing a noun)
0109.1 i

R + Adj needs fy before the noun.

0109.2 C. REEFEIANR

Description + B + noun, and 8 + Adj keeps H.
0109.3 True.
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When the noun is clear from context, Adj + F stands for “the .. one”.
0109.4 X2 —AMRA BN,

Number + measure word + description + H{J + noun.

0109.5 One possible response: 1 2A LA KA,

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

« Keep 11 after £ + Adj: REFHIIA, not REFHIA.

e The description goes before the noun, never after: EZEHA K, not A& IR E =S
(that is a separate sentence pattern).

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.
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