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HSK 3 Grammar

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

X + Verb + T (again, in the past)

B Late again

e Your classmate arrived late on Monday, and on Tuesday the teacher sighs when
the door opens at 8:20.

o fBIGERB| T . — “Heis late again.” X says the same thing has happened once more.

B Subject + X + Verb + T
o X goes before the verb and T marks the repeated event as having happened: X

THT, BT
o It often carries a feeling: surprise, annoyance or amusement that it happened again.

BOUS T RIS F

wo you wang le ta de ming zi
Word guide: & — I; ¥ — again; & — forget; fih — his; 445 — name.

X ... T:it happened again

who link verb

Y
b X IRE g
ta you chidao le
he again is late (done)

B Repeated past events

s BERTFM, KX FMT. — “It rained yesterday, and today it is raining again.”
o With an object: BT —XUEE, — “She bought another pair of shoes.”

1 SR T —WUEE.
ta you mdai le yi shuang xié
Word guide: il — she; X — again; 3£ — buy; — — a; X — pair; #£ — shoes.
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B Past again needs X, not F

« For something that has already happened again, use X: fth X% 1", not {3 T .
o X stands before the verb, after the subject and any time word: fER iRF| T .

B Y for a repetition you can predict

o W also works for a regular repetition that is certain to come: B RN BE¥—T .
— “Tomorrow is Monday again.”

o For a planned or requested repetition, use F: i Fi— — “Please say it again.”

XN ZEH—T.

ming tian you shi xing qi yi le

Word guide: HJ-K — tomorrow; X — again; 5 — is; B {— — Monday.

B Recap

« X + Verb + T = did it again (it already happened once more).

o X also fits a certain, regular repetition (M 2B —T); a planned or requested
“again” takes H.

Practise this pattern step by step.

—H (all along, continuously)

B It has not stopped all day

* You look out of the window at 6 p.m. The rain started in the morning and has not
stopped once.

o HR—HFEPFMW. - “It has been raining all day (non-stop).”

B —8# + Verb phrase

e Subject + —H + Verb = do something continuously, without a break, over a
period: —EAES, —HARIT.

o It goes before the verb or adjective and often combines with 7 or #f.

R—EEFRK.

wo yi zhi zai déng ni

Word guide: % — I; —H - the whole time; ¥ — (ongoing); £¢ — wait for; /8 — you.
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—H&: without a break

when link verb
A J— T— F AR
7 9& E :t M
jintian yizhi zai xia yu
today all along has been raining

B All along: a state that has not changed

o B—EBAEEPE. — “I have always wanted to go to China.”

o fb—EEELEW. — “He has lived in Shanghai all along.” The state lasts from
then until now.

fb—E e B3

ta yi zhi zhu zav Shang hai

Word guide: fth — he; —H — all along; { — live; £ — in; ¥ — Shanghai.

B Continuous, not repeated

e —H means without interruption; for something done again and again, use &5 or
7.

o Put —H before the verb, not at the end of the sentence: fth—E.4E T./E, not fhfE
THE—H.

B Another meaning: straight ahead

o Giving directions, —F means “straight”: —EHAHE, BB T. — “Go straight

ahead and you're there.”

o With 7% or A\, it means “never, all this time”: fii—H %€ — “He still hasn’t come
(the whole time).”

—HARE.

Yyl zhi wang qian zou

Word guide: —H. — straight; {£ — towards; Hi — the front; 7 — walk.
B Recap

« —H + Verb/Adj = continuously, all along, from then until now.
o —HJ% = has not .. the whole time. In directions, —FiE = go straight.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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B (always — a habit)

B Every single morning

e Your father starts every day the same way, whatever the weather.

. BEEERELE—MMMEE, — “Dad always has a cup of coffee first thing in the

morning.”

® Subject + M + Verb

o BB = “always, every time”: a habit or a pattern that keeps repeating. It goes
before the verb.

e Time words come before it: il J& K /& FE €I — “At weekends he always goes
hiking.”

fl AR ERERL.

ta zhou mo zong shi qu pa shan

Word guide: ft — he; 8K — at weekends; 212 — always; 2 — go; €[] — hiking.

SR2: always
who when link verb thing
=
BE Bt B Fclg — IRk
baba zaoshang zdngshi xian hé yi béi kaféi
Dad in the morning always first drinks a coffee

B Habits and repeated situations

e WERBE—-IBHE. — “She is always the first to arrive in the classroom.”
o It can describe a repeated state too: X H 4K m 2R, — “Winters here are
always cold.”

ERRE—-BHE.

ta zong shi di yi gé ddao jido shi

Word guide: i — she; B2 — always; 55—~ — the first; | — arrive at; # % — the
classroom.

B Position and negation
o M2 goes before the verb, never at the end: fih i 2R F|, not fhiRF| M 2.

e “Never” is not M 2/ in most cases; use MEA: M EAIEF — “He never
drinks.”
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B BB versus Z2 and —H

o M AE is neutral: a fact about a habit. #J& sounds like a complaint: {R¥Z /&5y
FHR!

e —H is one continuous stretch (—HFE FMW); E 42 is the same thing happening
again and again.

&R IRt

ni ldo shi wang dai yao shi

Word guide: fi — you; Z4& — always; &: — forget; 77 — to bring; 42 — keys.

B Recap

o MR + Verb = always, every time: a habit or repeated pattern.

o Before the verb, after time words. “Never” = M A; a complaint often uses % /&.
Practise this pattern step by step.

&F (finally, at last)

B After a two-hour wait

o The train was delayed and you have been waiting on the platform since six. At
eight it pulls in.
o KEAXRTRT! — “The train has finally come!”

B Subject + &TF + Verb (+ 7))

o 2T = “finally, at last”: a result comes after a long wait, effort or process. It goes
before the verb.

e Because it reports an outcome that has now happened, the sentence usually ends
with T or uses Verb + 7.

RATHRI TRHOPIR.

wo zhong yu zhdo dao le wo de yao shi

Word guide: ¢ — I; &F — finally; $%%] — found; & — my; 44 — keys.

&7 at last, after waiting

thing link verb
K7 KN 2
NEE KT KT
hudéché zhongyu 1ai le
the train at last came
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B After effort or after a long process

o T =4, RFH LT KRS, — “After three years of study, he finally got into

university.”
o The outcome need not be good news: M- T—H, XFHREAT. — “After a
month of overwork he finally fell ill.”

e T =4, KTHLETRE,

ta zué le san nidn zhong yu kdao shang le da rué
Word guide: fif — he; 2% — study; =4 — three years; T — finally; 2% _F — got into;
K2 — university.

B What Z&F needs

o It needs a long wait or process before it; it does not mean “at the end of a list”.
For “lastly”, use £z ).

o Put Z&-F after the subject, before the verb: XT3 T, not XT3k T in
ordinary speech.

B &F versus )5

o )5 orders events: FAJIENZN, fHjgEFEHF — “First we ate, and last we went
to a film.”

o T adds the feeling of a long wait reaching its end: ¢ T /DN, H AT I
VAN
SR

FETHAD, BEETHNRT.

deéng le liang ge xido shi dian ying zhong yiu kai shi le

Word guide: %% — wait; P4~ — two; /NI — hours; HL 5 — the film; Z&F — finally; JT
2
g — start.

B Recap

o« &TF + Verb (+ T) = finally, at last, after a long wait or effort; the outcome
may be welcome or not.

o ZLF goes before the verb. For the last step in a sequence, use ¢ )i5.
Practise this pattern step by step.

JLF (nearly, almost)

B So close

e You ran for the bus and reached the stop just as the doors closed.

e RILFEHFETAIKZE. — “I almost caught the bus.” It came very close but did
not happen.
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B J[5F + Verb or Adjective

o JL¥ = “almost, nearly”: it goes before the verb, adjective or number phrase it
limits.

o It often goes with #f or £: fbJL PR KEABKIAE — “He runs almost every day.”

b LRI .

ta ji hu méi tian dou pdo bu

Word guide: 1, — he; JLF- — almost; £ K — every day; #B — (all); fifF — run.

JLF: almost
who link verb thing
> /IN\NHE=
E24 JLF HLET /N
wo jTha ganshang le gbnggong qiché

| almost caught the bus

B Almost all, almost none

o With T or #: JLRAB LK T . — “Almost all the students came.”
o With % or A: BJLPEER,. — “I hardly slept at all”

JUETR AR T .
ji hu suo you de xué sheng dou ldi le
Word guide: JLF — almost; Frf — all; 2245 — students; #B — (all); & — come.

® Where JL3F goes

o Put JL°F before the part that is “almost”: JL PR, JLFER, JLFED. Not after
the verb.

« With #B, JL°F- comes first: FADLPERZELL, not FATHILT-A4.
B P versus EAE

o 22 A% also means “about, almost”, and is more common in speech: ZZ/ARZ -+ 45
T.

o JL°F stresses how close something came, and suits % / A: HJLFAULTE — “He
hardly says a word.”

IRV -

ta ji hii bu shuo hud

Word guide: fth — he; JL°F — almost; AN — not; i — speak.
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B Recap
o JL*E + Verb / Adj / number phrase = almost, nearly.
o JLFED / JLFERrA = almost all; JLIF% / JLFA = hardly at all.

Practise this pattern step by step.

R (only)
B Just one bowl, please

e At a noodle shop your friend orders three dishes. You are not hungry.
e BAE—BiMES. — “I only want a bowl of noodles.”

B Subject + H + Verb

o H = “only, just” and goes before the verb, even when “only” in English seems to
belong to the object.

o FRHIEZL — “I only drink tea.” ft H 21 Jb 5T — “He has only been to Beijing.”

fib R &b

ta zhi qu gquo Béi jing

Word guide: fth — he; H — only; #:33F — has been to; Jt 5L — Beijing.

H: only
who link verb thing
AY
| _6'5',"' 22
?‘Z /N g EE?R
wo zht yao yl wan miantido
| only want a bowl of noodles

B Only a small amount

o With a number: B HRF FH4ER. — “I only have ten yuan.”

o With a completed action: BERFR HEET LA/, — “Yesterday I only slept five
hours.”

RAAFTHE.

wo zhi you shi kuai qidn

Word guide: ¢ — I; H — only; 5 — have; + — ten; 2t — yuan; £ — money.
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B I never stands before the subject

e “Only I went” is HFFKZE T, not HFZ T before a noun or the subject, use H
.
o Keep H before the verb, not after it: I H & T —FF, not I T H—FF.

B IO versus HE
o H limits the action: FH & Pi— & JLH S — “I can only speak a little Chinese.”
o HA limits a person or thing: RAMAREZR. — “Only she knows the answer.”

RABMEER.

2hi you ta zhi dao dd an

Word guide: H7 — only; fil — she; H1i& — knows; % — the answer.

B Recap

« H + Verb = only, just; it stands before the verb.

« To make a noun or subject “only”, use R4 + noun: HAHK, LG

Practise this pattern step by step.

Duration + & + Verb + T (how long you haven’t ...)

B Three days without meat

e Your friend is on a vegetable diet and is starting to miss dumplings.
o B=EREHEWT . — “I haven’t eaten meat for three days.”

B Duration + ¥ + Verb + T

« Subject + duration + ¥ + Verb (+ object) + T = has not done something
for that length of time.

o The duration comes before %, unlike a positive duration, which follows the verb.

R=REWZRT .

wo san tian méi chi rou le

Word guide: F — I; =K — three days; 3% — not; Iz — eat; Py — meat.

Time span + & + verb + 7: not for that long

who when not thing link
& f— AnE |*_|
ES =X =iz R i
wo san tian méi chi rou le
| for three days haven't eaten meat (now)
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B Counting the gap up to now
o BATHFAEWT! — “We haven’t seen each other for ages!”
o PN EMEREERT. — “He hasn’t come to class for two weeks.”

BATFABIRT!

wo men hdo jitu méi jian le

Word guide: A7 — we; /A — a long time; % — not; I, — see.
B Two things that must stay

o Keep the final T when the gap lasts up to now: I ="F&HIZA T means it is still
true today.

o Put the duration before ¥%: = R¥WZ T, not AR =K 7T .

B Positive duration goes after the verb

o Positive: BETHLEP X, — “I studied Chinese for two years” The duration
follows the verb.

« Negative gap: REEBEPRF LT . — “I haven’t spoken Chinese for two years.”

The duration moves to the front.

RFFERBEPXT .

wo lidng nidn méi shuo Zhong wén le

Word guide: I — I; B4F — two years; 3% — not; 1t — speak; H 3 — Chinese.

B Recap

o Duration + ¥ + Verb + T = haven’t done it for that long (up to now).

« Negative gap: duration before 3. Positive duration: after the verb (27T Hj4F).

Practise this pattern step by step.

Time + 7 (not until — lateness)

B Not until midnight

o The party was supposed to end at ten. Your brother walked in at midnight.

e b+ B AWK, - “He didn’t get home until twelve” A says it was later than
expected.

® Time + A 4+ Verb
e Subject + time + A + Verb = not until that time; the speaker finds it late.
o The time word comes before 4", and 7" stands right before the verb.

ftbt+ — A E K
ta shi ér dian cdi hui jia
Word guide: i — he; + — & — twelve o’clock; 4" — not until; [H]5% — go home.
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71 not until (later than expected)

who when link verb

_ [
ftt += 7 CIES
ta shi'er dian cai huf jia
he at midnight not until came home

B Late after a condition or a process

« After a long process: R T ZAEABPF L. — “I studied for three years before
I dared to speak Chinese.”

e The time can be a clause: fBIZT 25 A EEE. — “He only fell asleep after taking

medicine.”
RET ZHFEA BB
wo zué le san nidn cdi gan shuo Zhong wén
Word guide: F — I; 2% — study; =4F — three years; /" — only then; B{ — dare; Ji —
speak; H1 3 — Chinese.

B Read # and aspect in context

o The simple late-arrival model here is fli+ — &5 A 8] Z%. Other contexts can allow
T; do not treat 4" as a universal ban on aspect or change-of-state marking.

o The time word goes before A JLA A FLIR, not A JUEEIR (that means “it’s only

nine”).

® The opposite: §i for early

o MIASEBBIZET . — “He was home as early as six.” 3 makes the time sound early,
and 7 is normal.

o The same clock time can take A or Hf, depending on what was expected.

A RREIRT .

ta liv dian jiu hui jia le

Word guide: i — he; 7555 — six o’clock; ¥ — already; [H] % — go home.
B Recap

e Time + # + Verb = not until then; later than expected.

o The simple late-arrival model omits final . Other 7" constructions can use as-
pectual or sentence-final | ; choose from the whole message.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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% ... , B ... (first ..., then ...)

B Instructions for a guest

o A friend is staying with you and asks how to use the washing machine.

o WRIEBRIR, B . — “First put the clothes in, then press this button.”
W J&5 + Verb 1, B + Verb 2

e 4 ... | .. = “first .., then ..” for plans, suggestions and instructions.

o Both words are adverbs, so each goes before its verb, after the subject.
RATEIZ R, FEBREE.

wo men xian chi fan zai kan dian ying ba

Word guide: 8] — we; ¢ — first; FZ — eat; F — then; & — watch; 5 — a film.

S ..., B ...:first, then

who when verb

R 7 iy €3l 2] XRS5
ni xian fang yifu zai an zhege annil
you first put in the clothes then press this button

B Suggesting an order

o WREARB—TF, EEN. — “Rest a bit first, then do your homework.”
o With #X)5 between them for a longer list: JEPEF, RIGMIR, FHZIR.

WRARB—T, BMAEL.
ni xian riu i Yyi Tid 241 2u0 2u0 Ye
Word guide: R — you; 4t — first; fK &, — rest; —F — a bit; F — then; fiff — do; /El —

homework.

B Future plans, not past events

o JH is for steps still to come. For what already happened, use 4 .. 2X)5 / X ... &
TETR, REEEBRLT.
o Put 4¢ after the subject: e, not JeFkE.

B . .. versus 45 ... R ...
e SRJ is a conjunction and can start the second clause on its own: 4L SR 5

i),bo
e ¢ .. F .. stresses that the second step must wait for the first: {RICAHEY, RN 25,

YR8, FEE.

ni xian ridng hdo zai hui da
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Word guide: & — you; 4 — first; A8 — think; #f — it through; - — then; [1]2& — answer.

B Recap
o 56 A, B B = first A, then B, for plans and instructions.
« For past sequences, use 4 .. K5 / X .. with T,

Practise this pattern step by step.

—il ... —31 ... (doing two things at once)

B Breakfast and the news

o Every morning your grandfather reads the paper while he drinks his tea.

o B NBE—IFBRK. — “Grandpa reads the paper while drinking tea.”

B —31 + Verb 1 + —i1 + Verb 2
e Subject + —i1 A + —31 B = do A and B at the same time. Each —3i}ll goes
before its own verb.

« Both actions belong to the same person, and both are activities that can last: W,

&, £, W, 1z
R L.
wo yi bian ting yin yué yi bian zuo zuo yeé
Word guide: 3 — I; —i1 — while; Wt — listen to; ¥ 4 — music; —ill — (at the same
time); fi{ — do; fEMl. — homework.

—i#1 ...—i# ...: two actions at once

who link verb

N, -+ N,
5 —ia e —ia EIRA
yéye yibian hé cha yibian kan baozhi
Grandpa while drinks tea while reads the paper

® Shorter 31 ... #1 ...

o With one-syllable verbs, speakers often shorten it: FfJAEDM. — “We chatted
as we walked.”

o It also describes the scene in a story: fl—3i158—if11}i — “He spoke while crying.”

RATAET .

wo men bian zou bian lido

Word guide: KA1 — we; i1 — while; 3£ — walk; #1 — (at the same time); ] — chat.
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B Actions, not states

o Use action verbs that can happen together; —i1 224 —1 2 &l is wrong. For

ij_j. =
two roles, use B .. ¥ .. or tH.
o Keep one subject before the first —3if1: fb—3I0z—i1F, not —ifbhz—iF.

B —3 ... —3 ... versus X ... X ...

e —ili .. —i1 .. is two actions at the same moment: —iJ1HE—71Bk.

o X .. X ..describes two qualities or a lively scene: ¥ M8 Y ¥k — “singing and dancing
(all over the place).”

BT RIXE X Bk

hdi zi men you chang you tiao

Word guide: %] — the children; ¥ — both; g — sing; ¥ — and; ¥k — dance.
B Recap

e —ii A —ii B = doing A while doing B, same person, same time.

o Short form with one-syllable verbs: #15E#1 . Use action verbs, not & or other
states.

Practise this pattern step by step.

R (always — a complaint)

B Not again!
e Your roommate leaves dirty dishes in the sink, and it is the third time this week.

o IRERAVEBI! — “You never wash the dishes!” (literally “you always don’t wash
them”). #& complains.

B Subject + & + Verb

o ZR = “always, keep on (doing)” with annoyance. It goes before the verb, like j
2.
o It is spoken and emotional; you usually would not use it in a formal report.

fe-2 2R3 .

ta lao shi chi dao

Word guide: i — he; Z-2 — keeps; iR%l] — being late.
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#2: always (a complaint)

who link not
= N
fiR EE e
ni [doshi bu xi wan
you always don't wash up

B Complaints and worries

s REHMERBED., — “My computer keeps having problems.”
o It can describe yourself: ERBICH ., — “I keep forgetting to bring an um-
brella.”

SRy L IR 2 ) (R

wo de dian ndo ldo shi chu wen ti

Word guide: 3¢ — my; Hfisi — computer; &2 — keeps; H} — having; [A]# — problems.
B Tone and position

o Use %42 for something irritating or worrying; for a neutral habit (fh & /&1 5t
JR) choose H /2.
o #42 goes before the verb (or before AN / 1%): WRERANT, not A ZAZNT.

B FH versus G2

o M2 reports a pattern: fih 2Rk FFE. — “He always takes the subway to
work.”

o %2 adds a complaint: fE 2L, — “He keeps getting on the wrong train.”
flE RAREEE

ta lao shi zuo cuo che
Word guide: fth — he; Z2 — keeps; A — take; 4 — the wrong; %= — train.
B Recap

« ZR + Verb = keeps doing, always, with annoyance or worry.

o Spoken and emotional. For a neutral habit, use ELi2.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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7" 4+ Number (only — a small amount)

B Only ten years old

« A boy at the piano competition plays better than adults, and everyone is surprised
by his age.

o fAT+3, PFBMBMEX25F! — “He's only ten, and he already plays the piano

this well!”

B 4 1+ Number

e 7 4+ number (4+ measure word) = “only”: the speaker finds the amount small.

AR, AP AN
o Before a verb with a number, 4 goes before the verb: F& A1 T —# — “I've only
had one glass.”

XHRBA R AR,

zhe jian yi fu cdi wi shi kuat

Word guide: %X — this; {4 — (measure word); &KXk — clothes; A" — only; .-} — fifty;
H — yuan.

ZF + number: only (less than expected)

who link number verb

- A /E\
ftt 7 +% LIRS X AYF
ta cai shi sui jiu tdn de zhéme hao
he only ten years old already plays so well

B Small amounts, early times

e BA¥T=AHHXL., — “I've only studied Chinese for three months.”

o With a clock time it means “it’s only ..”: BEA L&, BE—SJLUE, - “It's
only seven; sleep a little longer.”

REALR, HE—2JLE.

xian zai cdi qi dian zai shui yi huir ba

Word guide: ¥FF — now; A4 — only; £ & — seven o’clock; - — a little more; [ —

sleep; —£x J, — a while.
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® Which 7 is it?
e 7} before the number = “only that much”: A4 L5 — “it’s only nine”.

o 4 after the time, before the verb = “not until”: J{ & A4 #2K — “didn’t get up until
nine”. Same word, different position.

B -} versus H

o H limits an amount neutrally: F& 5 ik,

e 4 adds the speaker’s surprise that the amount is small: fii 4 1% — “He’s only ten
(so young!).”

RAFTHE

wo zhi you shi kuai qidn

Word guide: ¥ — I; H — only; F — have; + — ten; ¥t — yuan; £ — money.

B Recap

e 7 4+ number = only, and less than expected: A%, 4 H Ik,

e A + number = only; time + A" + verb = not until. H is the neutral “only”.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

B ¥ + Verb + T (again, in the past)
0201.1 Complete: “My phone is broken again.” FHJFHL oo TR T
0201.2 Which says “He came again yesterday.”?

o AHFERIKT .

o B ABWERFET .

o C.WERMAE T X,

o D fXHERAET .

0201.3 Build: “She bought another pair of shoes.”

Arrange all chunks: —XWE, / X/ 3£T /4l

0201.4 R X2 EH#—7T is correct, even though it is about tomorrow.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0201.5 Your classmate arrived late on Monday, and on Tuesday the teacher sighs when
the door opens at 8:20. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it
in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with
the model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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B —F (all along, continuously)

0202.1 Complete: “He has been busy the whole time.” fifi .......... {2117,
0202.2 “She goes to the gym every Monday and Friday.” Which adverb fits best?
o A

- B. &%

« C. —H

« D. X

0202.3 Build: “I have always wanted to go to China.”

Arrange all chunks: —§ / A¥E, / #H /3

0202.4 In directions, —H £ means “keep turning”.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0202.5 You look out of the window at 6 p.m. The rain started in the morning and
has not stopped once. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in
Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the
model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

m SR (always — a habit)

0203.1 Complete: “She always walks to school” fili .......... FEFEFEFFL .
0203.2 Which says “He never eats meat.”?

o A fb—HIZH.

« B2

o C. Mz EZEAN

. D. ﬁﬁ/\)\ﬂé?ﬂkl"]o
0203.3 Match each sentence to what it expresses.

. 1mMmﬁﬁ@W0
L RERIRF|!
L —HLET
A. a complaint about a habit
e B. a neutral habit
e C. one continuous stretch of time

0203.4 Build: “At weekends he always goes hiking.”

Arrange all chunks: JEK / 2@, /i / B2

0203.5 Your father starts every day the same way, whatever the weather. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.
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Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B &F (finally, at last)

0204.1 Complete: “After a week of rain, the sun has finally come out.” F T —/-&

WY, APH e BT S
0204.2 “First we went to the museum, and lastly we went shopping.” Which word

fills the gap? FA1JoE T HYIE, P NI
« AL X

« B. 4T

« C.—H

 D. HJa

0204.3 Build: “I finally found my keys.”

Arrange all chunks: 8. / &TF /3 / k3T
0204.4 2&F can only introduce good news.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0204.5 The train was delayed and you have been waiting on the platform since six.
At eight it pulls in. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in
Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the
model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B JI 5 (nearly, almost)

0205.1 Complete: “She goes to the library almost every day.” fih .......... & KEEE
FiE,

0205.2 Which says “We have almost all been there.”?

o A FATELILFH.

o B JATERILT L.

o C. EAVLPFHZEA

o D. JLFFRATZELHR.

0205.3 FJLF- & HES means “I hardly slept at all.”

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0205.4 Build: “Almost all the students came.”

Arrange all chunks: & / JLF / FTERIZFE | KT

0205.5 You ran for the bus and reached the stop just as the doors closed. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in

English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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= H (only)

0206.1 Complete: “I only drink green tea.” F% ......... BZESS.
0206.2 Which says “Only Xiao Wang came.”?

o A HUNERT,

o B./NEHEKT.

o C.o/hFERTH.

« DH/NERT

0206.3 Build: “Yesterday I only slept five hours.”
Arrange all chunks: WEK / H / BT AP, /3
0206.4 F1E T H—FRIIME is correct.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0206.5 At a noodle shop your friend orders three dishes. You are not hungry. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B Duration + ¥ + Verb + T (how long you haven’t ...)
0207.1 Complete: “I haven’t phoned home for a week.” F—/~E WA % BHITH G

e 0

0207.2 Which says “He hasn’t slept for two days.”?

o A MBI R HED .

o Bl MESCHIR T .

o C. AR RIZ T .

o D. Al RIZHEDS T

0207.3 Build: “We haven’t seen each other for ages!”

Arrange all chunks: &A1 / A / 7! /&0,

0207.4 In 2= T4, the duration comes after the verb because the sentence is
positive.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0207.5 Your friend is on a vegetable diet and is starting to miss dumplings. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

HSK 3 Grammar « 2 i



® Time + 7 (not until — lateness)

0208.1 Complete: “The film didn’t start until nine.” HE¥ LA . TR
0208.2 Which sentence is correct?

o A ABA At FHEYE

o B.Atht— ML T

o C.AflA— A M.

o D.ABt—SHEWA

0208.3 Build: “He only fell asleep after taking medicine.”

Arrange all chunks: flh / A / W2 T2y / Wi

0208.4 fih /s S HtFI R T and /S & A4 M 5 give opposite impressions of the same
time.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0208.5 The party was supposed to end at ten. Your brother walked in at midnight.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

.., B .. (first ..., then ...)

0209.1 Complete the plan: “Let’s buy tickets first, then go in”” FRf14ELE, ...
Fii

0209.2 Which describes what you did yesterday?

o A SERFERZEUAT, HRET.

o B IRWERSERMT, HEHETTT .

o C. FMERMZAR T, Jeol.

o D. FHERSEE THAT, RIEETET.

0209.3 Build: “Rest a bit first, then do your homework.”
Arrange all chunks: 35% / , B / /e, / KE—TF
0209.4 J¢FE is the normal way to say “I’ll go first.”
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0209.5 A friend is staying with you and asks how to use the washing machine. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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B —3 ... —3 ... (doing two things at once)

0210.1 Complete: “She sings while she cooks.” i .......... UIR—IIIET .
0210.2 Which sentence is correct?

o A Af—iHizZiR—0FTHL.

e B Ab—IREA—DZEIN.

o C. —iiizif—ih /T,

o D. ABZR—IDFETH—il.

0210.3 Build: “We chatted as we walked.”

Arrange all chunks: 47 / #hl, / &

0210.4 —3J .. —i1 .. and X .. X .. are always interchangeable.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0210.5 Every morning your grandfather reads the paper while he drinks his tea. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

m 2R (always — a complaint)
0211.1 Complain: “You keep playing on your phone!” % .......... BtFHL!

0211.2 A news report says the factory opens at eight every day. Which adverb suits
the neutral report?

C A B

« B. 4

« C. X

« D. B2

0211.3 Build: “I keep forgetting to bring an umbrella.”
Arrange all chunks: 3 / &% / W, / &id

0211.4 {RAE RN is the right way to say “You never listen.”
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0211.5 Your roommate leaves dirty dishes in the sink, and it is the third time this week.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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® f + Number (only — a small amount)

0212.1 Complete with surprise: “This bag is only twenty yuan!” XA~ .........

He!

0212.2 Match each sentence to its meaning.
o 1. BHEA LR

L A IUR AR

1 HA T

A. He didn’t get up until nine.

B. It’s only nine o’clock.

e C. I've only had one glass.

0212.3 Build: “I’ve only studied Chinese for three months.”
Arrange all chunks: = PHWPC., /27T /A4 /&

0212.4 fih 4+ % sounds more surprised than fii+%.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

—+

0212.5 A boy at the piano competition plays better than adults, and everyone is
surprised by his age. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in
Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the

model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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Answers and explanations

B ¥ + Verb + T (again, in the past)

0201.1 X

The breakage has already happened again, so ¥ + Verb + 7.
0201.2 A. fBFER R T .

Subject 4 time + X + verb + .

0201.3 il 3K 7 — XUk

Subject + ¥+ Verb + T + object.

0201.4 True.

M can describe a repetition that is certain to come, such as the days of the week.
0201.5 One possible response: fih YiR%| T,

Check meaning and form:

« My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o For something that has already happened again, use M: i ¥ 3£ 7T, not {3k T .
o X stands before the verb, after the subject and any time word: IR XiR%| T .
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B —H (all along, continuously)
0202.1 —H

—H + Adj = continuously in that state.
0202.2 B. %%

Repeated visits are frequent, not continuous, so 4% (or & 42&) fits; — E means
without a break.

0202.3 F—H AL,

Subject + —H + AH + verb phrase.

0202.4 False.

—H & means “go straight (ahead)”.

0202.5 One possible response: 4 K—HIE N »

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e —H means without interruption; for something done again and again, use &2 or
G
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o Put —H before the verb, not at the end of the sentence: fth—EAE T.AFE, not {7
THE—H.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B SR (always — a habit)
0203.1 22

A habit takes EJ& before the verb.
0203.2 D. fhMEANZA .

“Never” as a habit is MFEA + verb.

0203.3 1-B: fb i 2t H# K. = a neutral habit; 2-A: #RZEIRF|! = a complaint
about a habit; 3-C: [§—HE.fE F. = one continuous stretch of time

B AE states a habit, #J& complains about it, —F describes something unbroken.
0203 4 'ﬂﬂ”j{;u%f‘ﬂ@m o
Subject + time word + i && + verb phrase.

0203.5 One possible response: 5 5. | 525 &E—FRmnHE .
Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
. I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
B 42 goes before the verb, never at the end: ftfi 5 2R F], not iR F) 5 &

e “Never” is not BL42/ in most cases; use M A: Al M AN — “He never
drinks.”

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B &F (finally, at last)

0204.1 & T

A long wait ends, so &F + verb + 7.
0204.2 D. i )5

#%J5 marks the last step in a sequence; there is no long wait here.

0204.3 L& T3] T IRAYHL

Subject + ZF + Verb + T + obJect

0204.4 False.

It reports any outcome reached after a long process, e.g. Ty T
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0204.5 One possible response: k4T3 7!

Check meaning and form:

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

It needs a long wait or process before it; it does not mean “at the end of a list”.
For “lastly”, use f%)5.

Put & after the subject, before the verb: 2T K T, not ATk T in
ordinary speech.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B JIF (nearly, almost)

0205.1 JLF

JLF + & KA = almost every day.
0205.2 C. FAVLTPHZEL

JLF comes before .

0205.3 True.

JLF + #% = almost not, i.e. hardly.

0205.4 JL-FFr AT 22 B AR T .

JLF + a1 + noun + P + verb.

0205.5 One possible response: 3 JLF#F T A5 %,
Check meaning and form:

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

Put JLF before the part that is “almost”: JLF&F K, JL-F%A, JLFES. Not after
the verb.

With #B, JL°F comes first: FATLPHA AL, not FATEI LT

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

" H (only)
0206.1 1
H goes before the verb 1.

0206.2 D. L H/NFRT .
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To limit a person, use A + noun. /N HH T would mean he only came (and did
nothing else).

0206.3 WERF HIE T H AN

Time + subject + H + verb + T + duration.

0206.4 False.

H goes before the verb: F¢ H g T —HRmNME.

0206.5 One possible response: F H 25— 45

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e “Only I went” is HFFKZ T, not HFZ T before a noun or the subject, use H
.

o Keep H before the verb, not after it: F& 2 T —4#F, not FME T H—FF.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

® Duration + ¥ + Verb + T (how long you haven’t ...)
0207.1 T

The final | shows the gap lasts until now.

0207.2 D. flip REHEGE T -

Duration + % + verb + 7T .

0207.3 FRATH AW, 1!

Subject + duration + % + verb + T .

0207.4 True.

A positive duration follows the verb; a negative gap puts the duration before ¥%.
0207.5 One possible response: F& = RKEIZH T »

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

« Keep the final T when the gap lasts up to now: F& = RIENZKR T means it is still
true today.

o Put the duration before ¥%: = RK¥EWZH T, not W2 =K T .

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to

HSK 3 Grammar « 2 gl



comment on pronunciation.

® Time + 7 (not until — lateness)

0208.1 4

Time + A" + Verb presents the start as later than expected.
0208.2 C. it — ri A4 M .

Time precedes 7", which precedes the verb in this simple model. Other constructions
with 74 can allow T .

0208.3 fthiz T 25 A R4 .

Condition + 4 + result.

0208.4 True.

B presents six as early; " presents it as late.

0208.5 One possible response: i+ — S AH .

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The simple late-arrival model here is fii+ — &5 A 1] 5. Other contexts can allow
T; do not treat 7" as a universal ban on aspect or change-of-state marking.

o The time word goes before 7 JUS ALK, not A JUEALIK (that means “it’s only
nine”).
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

.., B .. (first .., then ...)
0209.1

4% .. B ... orders future steps.

0209.2 D. FHERIEE THAT, RiGETET.

For past events use 4¢ ... 285 .. with T; F is for steps still to come.
0209.3 {RIEMRE—T, FH/FLL.

e + verb 1, H + verb 2.

0209.4 False.

I goes after the subject: F4EE.

0209.5 One possible response: YRIEHAKIR, FHOX 4 .

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
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o JH is for steps still to come. For what already happened, use 4 .. 2X)5 / X ... F&
T TR, RGEREBET.
o Put 4¢ after the subject: i, not JeFkE.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B —3 ... —3 ... (doing two things at once)
0210.1 —i1

—i1 A —351 B — the first —3}1 goes before 1.
0210.2 A. fth—ihnz R —i1E FHL.

Subject + —3il action + —3I action. f& is not an action that can run alongside
another.

0210.3 FRATIAE B

The short form il .. i1 .. fits one-syllable verbs.

0210.4 False.

—i1 .. —3il1 .. joins two simultaneous actions; X .. X .. usually joins two qualities.
0210.5 One possible response: 55— E—iFHRAK.

Check meaning and form:

» My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Use action verbs that can happen together; —i1 22#4 — 1 2 Z i is wrong. For
two roles, use B .. ¥ .. or tH.

o Keep one subject before the first —i1: fli—INz—3iF, not —iifthiz—ii &

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

m 2R (always — a complaint)

0211.1 £ &

%42 + verb for an irritating habit.

0211.2 D. 2

M2 states a neutral habit; 42 would sound like a complaint.
0211.3 FZBEILH <.

Subject + &4 + verb phrase.

0211.4 False.
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Z4e comes before An: YRE AT,
0211.5 One possible response: {i3& 2 ANVEmi!

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Use %42 for something irritating or worrying; for a neutral habit (fh & /&1 St
JK) choose Iz
o #42 goes before the verb (or before AN / 1%): YRERAWT, not A EAZNT.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B ¥ + Number (only — a small amount)
0212.1 74
7" 4+ number shows the amount is smaller than expected.

0212.2 1-B: BIfEA JLA . = It’s only nine o’clock.; 2-A: B JLEAEK . = He didn’t
get up until nine.; 3-C: FAME T —H. = I've only had one glass.

Before a number, 4~ means “only”; after a time and before the verb, it means “not
until”.

0212.3 FA 2T =AHH .

7" goes before the verb that carries the small amount.

0212.4 True.

7" adds the feeling that the age is surprisingly young.

0212.5 One possible response: A%, HEEFIHIX A !

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
e 7} before the number = “only that much”: A L5 — “it’s only nine”.

o 4 after the time, before the verb = “not until”: J{ & A4 #2K — “didn’t get up until
nine”. Same word, different position.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.
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