Adverbs
HSK 3 Grammar

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

M + Verb + T (again, in the past)

B A familiar problem happens again

o A classmate arrives late today after being late previously.
o BRXGRF|T. — X marks today’s lateness as a recurrence.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is X 4+ Verb + T (again, in the past). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HIGRET .
ni you chi dao le
Word guide: R — you; ¥ — again; iR %] — late.

B Read examples in context

XTWT!

you wid yu le

Word guide: ¥ — again; N — rain.

« In the opening example, /RIIBH| T, : ¥ marks today’s lateness as a recurrence.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

® Know the boundary

e This finished-event example uses |, but X is not confined to past events.

o B RN ZEH—T anticipates a known recurrence; ¥ ¥ ANHIiE uses another
meaning. Choose from the whole sentence.

B Use the distinction

o X marks today’s lateness as a recurrence.

o This finished-event example uses |, but X is not confined to past events. HK
NSEEW—T anticipates a known recurrence; & X RH11E uses another meaning.
Choose from the whole sentence.
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B Try it with help closed

A classmate arrives late today after being late previously. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: /R R3] T,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This finished-event example uses |, but X is not confined to past events.

o IR N EEH—T anticipates a known recurrence; F& X ANF11E uses another
meaning. Choose from the whole sentence.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

—TH (all along, continuously)

B Waiting lasts through a time span

e You wait throughout the morning for news.
e B—EESRIIIEE . — —H describes the continuing wait across that span.

® Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is —H (all along, continuously). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

R—EBRERR.
wo yi zhi hen xi huan ni
Word guide: ¢ — I; —F — all along; 8 — very; X — like; /i — you.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, —HIEZERKITEE. : —H describes the continuing
wait across that span.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o —H. also describes enduring habits or a spatial direction, such as —EH{EHIE.

o It need not mean continuous physical activity every second: F— H = K5 %k
describes a lasting preference.
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B Use the distinction

o —H describes the continuing wait across that span.

e —H also describes enduring habits or a spatial direction, such as — B4 Hi iE.
It need not mean continuous physical activity every second: F— H = WK 4
describes a lasting preference.

B Try it with help closed

You wait throughout the morning for news. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: F— HIEZE/RITEE. -
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o —H also describes enduring habits or a spatial direction, such as —E{¥:HIiE.

o It need not mean continuous physical activity every second: F&—H = & %
describes a lasting preference.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

B (always — a habit)

B A classmate is usually late
o A classmate arrives late often enough for you to describe it as a habit.
o MR, — B2 generalises a recurring pattern of lateness.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is JJ& (always — a habit). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

fb SRR .

ta zong shi chi dao

Word guide: i — he; 22 — always; IR — late.
B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, MBERIRH]. : 2 generalises a recurring pattern of
lateness.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

e & can sound critical here; it is not automatically neutral.

o Adjectives often take {8, but {5 J2T is possible. A recurring habit is a speaker’s
generalisation, not a measured guarantee of no exception.

B Use the distinction

o ElJZ generalises a recurring pattern of lateness.

o M JE can sound critical here; it is not automatically neutral. Adjectives often take
1R, but fth 521" is possible. A recurring habit is a speaker’s generalisation, not a
measured guarantee of no exception.

B Try it with help closed

A classmate arrives late often enough for you to describe it as a habit. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: fifi 5 2iR 2,

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
BJ& can sound critical here; it is not automatically neutral.

Adjectives often take {2, but fth 5 /&1 is possible. A recurring habit is a
speaker’s generalisation, not a measured guarantee of no exception.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

&F (finally, at last)
B A long wait finally ends

o After waiting for a friend, you see the friend arrive.
o MRATH|T! — 4T presents arrival as the endpoint of a wait.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is &F (finally, at last). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HATET!

ni zhong yiu dao le
Word guide: & — you; &F — finally; %] — arrived.
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B Read examples in context
 In the opening example, JRATFB| T ! : Z&T presents arrival as the endpoint of a
wait.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o Finally need not be a happy result: L2 TR T can mark an eventual
failure.

e 1 often occurs with completed events, but ZFBI4 T and & T GeWg M7 TAE

show different predicate shapes.

B Use the distinction
o Z&F presents arrival as the endpoint of a wait.

o Finally need not be a happy result: fBZ&Fif 2R T can mark an eventual
failure. T often occurs with completed events, but & T-H{H T and & T-GEfig
3. T AE show different predicate shapes.

B Try it with help closed

After waiting for a friend, you see the friend arrive. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: {4 1| 7!

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Finally need not be a happy result: & FiA &I T can mark an eventual
failure.

e 1 often occurs with completed events, but Z T T and & TF-HEWEIT TAE
show different predicate shapes.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

JLF (nearly, almost)

B Check an almost-full group

e Most of a class have phones, but a few do not.
o JLEBNMAEREFHL. — JLF makes the claim almost universal rather than fully

universal.
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B Build the form
e The pattern in this lesson is JL3f (nearly, almost). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

JLFENAEE T
ji hu mev ge rén dou you shou ji
Word guide: JL*F — almost; &> A\ — everyone; &} — all; 5 — has; F-#1 — a phone.

B Read examples in context
 In the opening example, JL BN AEE FHL. : JLF makes the claim almost
universal rather than fully universal.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o JLF can also precede an event without #[S or a negative, as in FJL PG T .
o Keep the scope clear: JLEHERHIE is almost all know, while JLFEAHIIE is hardly

know.

B Use the distinction

o JL*F makes the claim almost universal rather than fully universal.

e JLF can also precede an event without #f or a negative, as in FJLF5 T . Keep
the scope clear: JLFHBHIIE is almost all know, while JLEAHIE is hardly know.

B Try it with help closed

Most of a class have phones, but a few do not. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: JL & ANEA FHL.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o JLF can also precede an event without [ or a negative, as in FJL LT .

o Keep the scope clear: JLEHRFIIE is almost all know, while JL3EAHIE is hardly

know.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.
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H (only)
B State the limit of a family’s size

¢ You have one older brother and no other older brothers.
e REEF—/1BFEF. — M limits the number of older brothers to one.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is B (only). Locate it in the original interlinear examples
below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RAF—AEH
wo zhi you yi ge ge ge
Word guide: 3¢ — I; H — only; /5 — have; —/~ — one; &faf — older brother.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, & RA—AFBF. : H limits the number of older brothers
to one.

« Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o In this frame H precedes F, but its scope is supplied by the predicate and context.

o HAMHIE means only he knows; do not turn the common position into a claim
that H always limits the verb’s action alone.

B Use the distinction
o H limits the number of older brothers to one.

o In this frame H precedes 7, but its scope is supplied by the predicate and context.
HAMB1iE means only he knows; do not turn the common position into a claim
that H always limits the verb’s action alone.
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B Try it with help closed

You have one older brother and no other older brothers. Close the examples. Say

a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: H G —1EfEf .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o In this frame H precedes 4, but its scope is supplied by the predicate and
context.

o HAMLAIIE means only he knows; do not turn the common position into a claim
that H always limits the verb’s action alone.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Duration + & + Verb + T (how long you haven’t ...)

B Friends meet after a long gap

o Two friends have not met for ten years and are now greeting each other.

e BRIIBZTEENT. — 14 measures the period with no meeting.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Duration + ¥ + Verb 4+ T (how long you
haven’t ...). Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RIMNBETHERT -
wo men yi jing shi nian méi jian le
Word guide: F{] — we; EL4 — already; +4F — ten years; % — haven’t; I{l, — met.

B Read examples in context
 In the opening example, WAIE L TEB T . : 14F measures the period with
no meeting.

« Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o Compare AT ILHER T W/, where the duration follows the completed talk-
ing.

o Final T marks the current relevance of the gap; this greeting does not promise
that the gap will continue after the reunion.
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B Use the distinction

o 14F measures the period with no meeting.

o Compare AT WHEIR T W ~/NEt, where the duration follows the completed talk-
ing. Final | marks the current relevance of the gap; this greeting does not promise
that the gap will continue after the reunion.

B Try it with help closed

Two friends have not met for ten years and are now greeting each other. Close the

examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in

English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one

detail and try again.

One possible response: /1 &T4EEIL T .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Compare FA7ULTHEIR T P>/, where the duration follows the completed
talking.

o Final T marks the current relevance of the gap; this greeting does not promise
that the gap will continue after the reunion.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Time + A (not until — lateness)

B Arrival feels late against a schedule

e You expected to be home by eight, but arrived at eleven.
e BT—EABIFE. — 4 evaluates the eleven-o’clock arrival as late in this context.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Time + 4 (not until — lateness). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REXRT—RABK.

wo zud tian shi yi dian cdi dao jia

Word guide: F& — I; WEK — yesterday; +— 5 — eleven o’clock; 4 — not until; 2|5 —
got home.

HSK 3 Grammar e 2 Adverbs @



B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, B +—E A BIFK. : 4 evaluates the eleven-o’clock arrival
as late in this context.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o The expectation is essential; eleven is not intrinsically late for every schedule.

o Time+ 7 often omits T in basic examples, but do not extend that tendency to a
ban on all constructions with 74 and 7T .

B Use the distinction

o 74 evaluates the eleven-o’clock arrival as late in this context.

o The expectation is essential; eleven is not intrinsically late for every schedule.
Time+ 7 often omits T in basic examples, but do not extend that tendency to a
ban on all constructions with 74 and 7T .

B Try it with help closed

You expected to be home by eight, but arrived at eleven. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: F+— &4 3| %K.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o The expectation is essential; eleven is not intrinsically late for every schedule.

o Time+ A often omits J in basic examples, but do not extend that tendency to
a ban on all constructions with 7~ and 7 .

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

4% ..., B ... (first ..., then ...)

B A meal has an order of actions

o Before eating, someone tells you to wash your hands.
o SEWtF, HIEHR. — The instruction puts washing before eating.
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® Build the form
e The pattern in this lesson is 4¢ ... , & ... (first ..., then ...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

VT, B,
zian i shou zai chi

Word guide: 4 — first; %tF — wash hands; , 1 — then; 7 — eat.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, J6¥EF, BAZMW . : The instruction puts washing before
eating.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e i links the second step; it does not require a second meal.

o The sentence specifies order but not the exact delay between actions. #XJ5 can
link later steps too.

B Use the distinction

o The instruction puts washing before eating.

e J links the second step; it does not require a second meal. The sentence specifies
order but not the exact delay between actions. X5 can link later steps too.

AN

B Try it with help closed

Before eating, someone tells you to wash your hands. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: JeiE T, FNZIR.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
e i links the second step; it does not require a second meal.

o The sentence specifies order but not the exact delay between actions. #X )5 can
link later steps too.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.
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—i1 ... =1 ... (doing two things at once)

B Two activities overlap

e You listen to music while preparing a meal.

o B—IMER, —HWER. — The two activities overlap in time.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is — ... —3 ... (doing two things at once). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REHE—LBR, —HEK.
wo chdng chdng yi bian xi zao yi bian chang ge
Word guide: 3 — I; % — often; —ii — while; ¥4 — showering; IE#X — sing.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, F—MIR, —HITFFHF K. : The two activities overlap in

time.

« Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e This does not mean every small movement occurs at exactly the same instant.

o —iI%E—i15 can describe overlapping reactions without claiming deliberate con-
trol over both; do not impose intention as a universal condition.

B Use the distinction

e The two activities overlap in time.

o This does not mean every small movement occurs at exactly the same instant. —
HE—158 can describe overlapping reactions without claiming deliberate control
over both; do not impose intention as a universal condition.

HSK 3 Grammar e 2 Adverbs @



B Try it with help closed

You listen to music while preparing a meal. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: F—Mk, —iHWTE %

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This does not mean every small movement occurs at exactly the same instant.

o —iHIEE—i15¢ can describe overlapping reactions without claiming deliberate
control over both; do not impose intention as a universal condition.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

& (always — a complaint)

B A complaint names a recurring interruption

o A friend keeps interrupting you during conversations.
o WREALEZRITHIIR? — ZJ2 presents the repeated interruption with frustration.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is 4 (always — a complaint). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

PREBLERBE?
ni zén me lao shi chi dao
Word guide: ¥} — you; [E4 — why; & — always; iIRF| — late.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, fREAZAZRITHIR? : %2 presents the repeated inter-
ruption with frustration.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o ZJ2& often occurs in complaints but is not forbidden with positive predicates: fth
2 HEF can express appreciation in context.
o /2 can also be used critically.
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B Use the distinction

o & & presents the repeated interruption with frustration.

o 2 often occurs in complaints but is not forbidden with positive predicates: fif
¥ 253 can express appreciation in context. &2 can also be used critically.

B Try it with help closed

A friend keeps interrupting you during conversations. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: {R/EA4ZEFTWF?

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o 22 often occurs in complaints but is not forbidden with positive predicates: fif
2 IR can express appreciation in context.

o EJZ can also be used critically.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

7" + Number (only — a small amount)

B A fare seems surprisingly small
e You expected a ticket to cost more than twenty yuan.

o XHEA—+Ht, - A4 presents the price as only twenty yuan against that expec-
tation.

® Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is 4* + Number (only — a small amount). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HA 127
ni cdi er shi sui
Word guide: 4} — you; A4 — only; — 1% — twenty.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, XJKEA —+#, : 4 presents the price as only twenty
yuan against that expectation.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

HSK 3 Grammar e 2 Adverbs



B Know the boundary

e The price is a small amount from the speaker’s viewpoint.

o T HAME instead means only twenty yuan is sufficient; word position and pred-
icate change the scope.

B Use the distinction

o 4 presents the price as only twenty yuan against that expectation.

o The price is a small amount from the speaker’s viewpoint. — 3t A% instead
means only twenty yuan is sufficient; word position and predicate change the scope.

B Try it with help closed

You expected a ticket to cost more than twenty yuan. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: XiKE A —+He,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The price is a small amount from the speaker’s viewpoint.

o T AMW instead means only twenty yuan is sufficient; word position and
predicate change the scope.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.
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