Adjectives
HSK 3 Grammar

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

Adjective + & T (extremely)

B A trip receives an enthusiastic review

o A friend asks whether you enjoyed the holiday.
o XWIRATEER T ! — The speaker gives a very strong positive evaluation.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Adjective + & (extremely). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BEAEBIFRT
zhé ge zht yi hdo ji le
Word guide: X~ — this; 373 — idea; #f — good; ¢ T — extremely.

B Read examples in context

BB RIZT!

na ge ndn hdi tao yan ji le
Word guide: #E4~ — that; % — boy; itk — annoying; T — extremely.
o In the opening example, XIREITER T! :

positive evaluation.

The speaker gives a very strong

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e & 7T follows an appropriate descriptive word and includes | as part of this frame.

o It can describe unpleasant feelings too, but not every adjective has a natural #¢ T
combination.

B Use the distinction

o The speaker gives a very strong positive evaluation.

o )T follows an appropriate descriptive word and includes T as part of this frame.
It can describe unpleasant feelings too, but not every adjective has a natural # T
combination.

B Try it with help closed

A friend asks whether you enjoyed the holiday. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: XK jicfT#H T !

« My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o T follows an appropriate descriptive word and includes T as part of this
frame.

o It can describe unpleasant feelings too, but not every adjective has a natural %
T combination.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Doubling adjectives (AA / AABB)

B A room is ready for a guest

» You describe a room that has been thoroughly tidied.
o BT TEER . — The repeated adjective gives a vivid description of the clean

room.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Doubling adjectives (AA / AABB). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

FEERRERKH

bdo bao de yan jing da da de
Word guide: F% — the baby; R — eyes; K KA — big and round.

B Read examples in context

RATFERRAMED K L.

wo xidng shu shu fu fiu de tang zdi sha fa shang

Word guide: F — I; 40 — want to; §F&FHR AR — comfortably; §ij — lie; £ — on; ¥b % I
— the sofa.

« In the opening example, JEE]TTEEH. : The repeated adjective gives a vivid
description of the clean room.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.



B Know the boundary

o Tt can become T T 5, but this is a lexical pattern, not a rule for every
two-character adjective.

e Y can use HFHF Y rather than AABB. Learn attested forms.

B Use the distinction

o The repeated adjective gives a vivid description of the clean room.

o T can become T T4+, but this is a lexical pattern, not a rule for every two-
character adjective. 25 can use 25 55 rather than AABB. Learn attested
forms.

B Try it with help closed

You describe a room that has been thoroughly tidied. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: AT T &H5H] .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o ¥+ can become T ¥+, but this is a lexical pattern, not a rule for every
two-character adjective.

2= rather than AABB. Learn attested forms.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

e EH can use &F

Practise this pattern step by step.

Adjective + # + Verb (making an adverb)

B A teacher reads with care

o A teacher examines an essay carefully rather than rushing through it.

o BIMAEXTE TRMME. — IAEH describes how the teacher read the essay.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Adjective + H#i + Verb (making an adverb).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BEIHEKT
ta gao xing de wiao le
Word guide: fii — he; 5% — happy; & — smiled.

B Read examples in context

ZIFAEHE TREEX.

ldo sht rén zhen de kan le wo de zuo wén

Word guide: ZZIifi — the teacher; JAEL — careful; & — read; /Y — my; YE3C — essay.

o In the opening example, ZIFIAERE THRHBIESL. : IAEH describes how the
teacher read the essay.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o The manner phrase comes before 7.

o Compare A B ZIi, where [¥] describes the teacher, and ZIJfiZ&EARINE, where
5% introduces an assessment of the reading.

B Use the distinction
o IAEH describes how the teacher read the essay.

o The manner phrase comes before &. Compare IAE/JZIifi, where [ describes the
teacher, and ZIHHEISARIAE, where 15 introduces an assessment of the reading.

B Try it with help closed

A teacher examines an essay carefully rather than rushing through it. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: ZIfii\EMFE T FHH1E L.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The manner phrase comes before 7.

o Compare A\ B Z i, where [ describes the teacher, and ZIHSREINE,

where 15 introduces an assessment of the reading.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.




