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21 The diagram shows two narrow beams of light, P and then Q, passing through the same prism. 
Beams P and Q are both incident on the same point on the prism and at the same angle. 

 

P Q  
 

Which row correctly compares beams P and Q? 
 

 dispersion nature of light 

A 
 

only Q is dispersed 
 

P is monochromatic 
and Q is white light 

B 
 

only Q is dispersed 
 

P is white light and 
Q is monochromatic 

C 
 

only P is dispersed 
 

P is monochromatic 
and Q is white light 

D 
 

only P is dispersed 
 

P is white light and 
Q is monochromatic 

 
 
22 Ultraviolet radiation and infrared radiation are both parts of the electromagnetic spectrum. 
 

However, they differ in wavelength and frequency. 
 

Which row describes how they differ? 
 

 ultraviolet infrared 

A 
 

longer wavelength 
than infrared 

higher frequency 
than ultraviolet 

B 
 

longer wavelength 
than infrared 

lower frequency 
than ultraviolet 

C 
 

shorter wavelength 
than infrared 

higher frequency 
than ultraviolet 

D 
 

shorter wavelength 
than infrared 

lower frequency 
than ultraviolet 
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21 The diagram shows a human eye that correctly focuses the light on the retina. 
 

lens of eye
retina

 
 

Which row shows a short-sighted eye and use of the correct lens to focus the image? 
 

lens

lens

lens

lens

A

B

C

D

ray diagram for
short-sighted eye corrected vision

 
 
 
22 Visible light, X-rays and microwaves are all components of the electromagnetic spectrum. 
 

Which statement about the waves is correct? 

A In a vacuum, microwaves travel faster than visible light and have a shorter wavelength than 
visible light. 

B In a vacuum, microwaves travel at the same speed as visible light and have a shorter 
wavelength than visible light. 

C In a vacuum, X-rays travel faster than visible light and have a shorter wavelength than visible 
light. 

D In a vacuum, X-rays travel at the same speed as visible light and have a shorter wavelength 
than visible light. 
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5 (a) (i) Electromagnetic waves have many uses.

   On Fig. 5.1 draw one line from each use to the region of the electromagnetic (e‑m) 

spectrum it uses.

Use Region of e‑m spectrum

security marking gamma rays

Bluetooth ultraviolet 

optical fibres infrared 

detection of cancer radio waves

Fig. 5.1

 [2]

  (ii) State one advantage of using microwaves compared with radio waves to transmit mobile 

(cell) phone signals.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

 (b) Describe the difference between transverse waves and longitudinal waves.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [2]
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 (c) Fig. 5.2 shows a simplified diagram of seismic P‑waves travelling through the Earth. The 

paths of the waves are curved.

  Seismic waves are produced by rock movements in earthquakes.

P-waves

liquid outer core

inner core

(mostly) solid mantle

earthquake occurs here

X

Fig. 5.2 (not to scale)

  (i) State the type of wave that P‑waves can be modelled as.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

  (ii) At point X, the P‑wave travels from the solid mantle to the liquid core. There is a sudden 

change in direction of the path of the wave.

   Explain the change in direction of the P‑wave at point X.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [2]

 (d) The Earth’s surface absorbs incoming radiation from the Sun and also emits thermal radiation 

from its surface.

  Over the past 50 years, scientists estimate that the average temperature of the Earth’s 

surface has increased by approximately 0.75 °C.

  Explain what is causing this average temperature rise.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [2]

 [Total: 10]
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19 The diagram shows two plane mirrors at 90° to each other. A ray of light is incident on one of the 
mirrors. The ray reflects off both mirrors before reaching a screen. 

 
At which labelled point does the ray reach the screen? 

 

ray of
light

screen

A

B

C

D

 
 
 
20 The speed of light in a material is 50% of the speed of light in air. 
 

What is the refractive index of the material? 

A 0.5 B 2.0 C 6.0  108 D 1.5  108 
 
 
21 A beam of white light is split into a spectrum of seven colours. 
 

Which name is given to this process? 

A diffraction 

B dispersion 

C reflection 

D refraction 
 
 
22 Satellites are sometimes used to receive and re-transmit television signals. 
 

Which row shows the type of satellite and the electromagnetic waves used? 
 

 type of satellite electromagnetic 
waves used 

A low orbit infrared 

B low orbit microwaves 

C geostationary infrared 

D geostationary microwaves 

IGCSE Physics: s24 21
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19 The diagram shows a ray of light passing from air into a transparent substance. 
 

30.0�

40.0�

air

transparent
substance

 
 

What is the refractive index of the transparent substance? 

A 1.33 B 1.29 C 0.778 D 0.750 
 
 
20 The diagram shows a ray of light in an optical fibre. 
 

 
 

Which statement correctly explains the condition for the maximum transmission of light by the 
optical fibre? 

A The glass must slow the light as little as possible to make the critical angle for the fibre as 
large as possible. 

B The glass must slow the light as little as possible to make the critical angle for the fibre as 
small as possible. 

C The glass must slow the light as much as possible to make the critical angle for the fibre as 
large as possible. 

D The glass must slow the light as much as possible to make the critical angle for the fibre as 
small as possible. 

 
 
21 Which region of the electromagnetic spectrum is used for detecting fake bank notes? 

A radio 

B microwaves 

C ultraviolet 

D X-rays 
 
 
22 A sound wave travels at 330 m / s. The distance between the centre of a compression and the 

centre of the nearest rarefaction in the sound wave is 2.5 cm. 
 

What is the frequency of the sound wave? 

A 66 Hz B 130 Hz C 6600 Hz D 13 000 Hz 
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21 A thin converging lens is used to produce a real image of an object. 
 

Which statement about the real image is always correct? 

A It is nearer to the lens than the object. 

B It is on the opposite side of the lens to the object. 

C It is the same size as the object. 

D It is upright. 
 
 
22 A radio transmitter broadcasts at a frequency of 200 kHz. 
 

What is the wavelength of these radio waves? 

A 6.7  10–
 

4
 m B 1.5 m C 1.5  103

 m D 1.5  106
 m 

 
 
23 The element mercury exists as a solid, a liquid or a gas. 
 

Which row gives a possible set of values of the speeds of sound through mercury? 
 

 
speed of sound in

frozen mercury
m / s  

speed of sound in
liquid mercury

m / s  

speed of sound in
mercury vapour

m / s  

A 250 1500 2500 

B 250 2500 1500 

C 1500 250 2500 

D 2500 1500 250 
 
 
24 Which metal could be used for a permanent magnet and which metal could be used for the core 

of an electromagnet? 
 

 permanent 
magnet 

core of 
electromagnet 

A iron copper 

B iron steel 

C steel copper 

D steel iron 
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20 Which diagram shows the dispersion of white light by a glass prism? 
 

violet

red

A

violet violet

red
red

B

white white

violet
red

C

violet violet

red
red

D

violet

red

white white
 

 
 
21 Visible light has wavelengths in the range 4.0  10–7

 m to 7.0  10–7
 m. 

 
What is the range of the frequencies of visible light? 

A 0.12 Hz to 0.21 Hz 

B 120 Hz to 210 Hz 

C 4.3  1011
 Hz to 7.5  1011

 Hz 

D 4.3  1014
 Hz to 7.5  1014

 Hz 
 
 
22 Student X fires a starting pistol which produces smoke and sound. Student Y is standing 100 m 

away and sees the smoke the instant it is produced. The speed of sound in air is 340 m / s. 
 

What is the time delay between student Y seeing the smoke and hearing the sound? 

A 0.29 s B 0.59 s C 1.7 s D 3.4 s 
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6 A mobile phone (cell phone) network uses microwaves of frequency 1.9 × 109 Hz to transmit and 
receive signals.

 The speed of microwaves in air is 3.0 × 108 m / s.

 (a) Calculate the wavelength of these microwaves in air.

 wavelength =  .........................................................  [2]

 (b) State two reasons why microwaves are used for mobile phone (cell phone) signals.

1  ................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

2  ................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................
 [2]

 (c) All mobile phone (cell phone) networks use digital signals to communicate with the phone.

  (i) Describe, with the aid of a diagram, how a digital signal differs from an analogue signal.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [3]

  (ii) State two advantages of using digital signals rather than analogue signals.

1  ........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

2  ........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................
 [2]

 [Total: 9]
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