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16 Two metal cans are identical, except that one has a shiny silver outer surface and the other has a 
dull black outer surface. They each have the same mass of hot water at the same temperature 
sealed inside them. They are both in a vacuum in the darkness of outer space. 

 
How does the temperature of the water in each one change? 

A The temperature of the water does not change. 

B The water in the black can cools more slowly than that in the silver can. 

C The water in the silver can cools more slowly than that in the black can. 

D They both cool down at the same rate. 
 
 
17 A ray of light reflects from a plane mirror. 
 

The angle between the incident ray and the surface of the mirror is 35°. 
 

Which statement is correct? 

A The angle of incidence is 35°. 

B The angle of incidence is 55°. 

C The angle of reflection is 70°. 

D The angle of reflection is 110°. 
 
 
18 Parallel waves in a ripple tank are diffracted as they pass through a gap in a barrier. 
 

Three changes that can be made to this arrangement are listed. 
 

1 Decrease the wavelength of the waves. 

2 Increase the amplitude of the waves. 

3 Decrease the size of the gap. 
 

Which changes will cause the shape of the diffracted waves to be less curved? 

A 1, 2 and 3 B 1 and 3 only C 1 only D 2 and 3 only 
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15 A lamp has a metal filament that glows when heated by an electric current. 
 

The middle of the filament has a very high temperature. The ends of the filament are connected 
to the base of the lamp and are cooler. 

 
Which statement is correct? 

A Some thermal energy is conducted to the base of the lamp. 

B The filament radiates energy equally at all points along its length. 

C The lamp transfers all of the input energy as visible light. 

D When the potential difference (p.d.) across the filament is halved, the power output is halved. 
 
 
16 A liquid passes through pipes inside a refrigerator. The liquid warms as the inside of the 

refrigerator cools. The warm liquid is then passed through pipes on the outside of the refrigerator 
to cool it before it goes back through the refrigerator. 

 
The diagrams show two designs for the outside cooling pipes. One design has copper rods, 
called fins, attached to the pipes. 
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The outside pipes and fins can be painted silver or black. 
 

Which design of outside pipes will cool the liquid most quickly? 

A painted black with fins 

B painted black without fins 

C painted silver with fins 

D painted silver without fins 
 
 
17 An earthquake-monitoring station records the arrival of 16 complete wavelengths of an 

earthquake wave in a time of 20 s. 
 

The speed of the earthquake wave is 6.0 km / s. 
 

What is the wavelength of the earthquake wave? 

A 1.3  10–
 
4

 m B 2.1  10–
 
4

 m C 4.8  103
 m D 7.5  103

 m 
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17 The diagram shows a cork with a weight attached so that the cork floats upright in water. 
 

X Y

cork water surface

weight  
 

Transverse waves travel across the water from X to Y. 
 

In which direction do the waves make the cork move? 

A   right and left 

B  up and down 

C  only to the right 

D  only to the left 
 
 
18 A thin converging lens is used as a magnifying glass. 
 

How does the image compare with the object? 

A real and inverted 

B real and upright 

C virtual and inverted 

D virtual and upright 
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14 Due to an issue with question 14, the question has been removed from the question paper. 
 
 
15 A solar water heater is designed to absorb energy from sunlight. 
 

Which surface texture and colour would be best for the solar water heater? 

A dull black 

B shiny black 

C dull white 

D shiny white 
 
 
16 Which statement about waves is correct? 

A Waves do not transfer either energy or matter. 

B Waves transfer both energy and matter. 

C Waves transfer energy without transferring matter. 

D Waves transfer matter without transferring energy. 
 
 
17 The angle of incidence of a ray of light incident on a plane mirror is gradually increased. 
 

To the nearest degree, what is the maximum possible angle between the incident and reflected 
rays? 

A 0 B 45 C 90 D 180 
 
 
18 Which conditions are necessary for light to be totally internally reflected? 
 

 incident light angle of incidence 

A is in the less dense medium less than the critical angle 

B is in the less dense medium greater than the critical angle 

C is in the more dense medium less than the critical angle 

D is in the more dense medium greater than the critical angle 
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5 (a) Describe how a longitudinal wave differs from a transverse wave.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [2]

 (b) Fig. 5.1 represents a seismic wave produced by an earthquake.

J K

Fig. 5.1

  (i) State whether this seismic wave is a P-wave (primary) or an S-wave (secondary). 
Justify your choice.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

  (ii) The wave represented in Fig. 5.1 has a wavelength of 1.2 × 104 m.

   Calculate the actual distance between point J and point K.

 distance =  .........................................................  [2]

  (iii) The wave in (ii) travels through the ground at a speed of 4600 m / s.

   As the wave passes a certain point, the ground completes 5 oscillations.

   Calculate the time that it takes for the wave to pass. Show your working.

 time =  .........................................................  [3]

 [Total: 8]3
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16 The diagram shows the view of a room heated by a radiator. The arrowed line from X to Y is the 
path of the convection current in the air. 
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Which row about the air temperature and the air density at X and at Y is correct? 

 
 air temperature air density 

A higher at X higher at X 

B higher at X higher at Y 

C higher at Y higher at Y 

D higher at Y higher at X 
 
 
17 Two men, P and Q, stand close to a gap in a wall, as shown. Man P cannot see man Q but man 

P can hear man Q speaking. 
 

P
Q

gap

 
 

Which statement explains this? 

A Light waves do not diffract at all because they are electromagnetic waves. 

B Light waves have a range of frequencies but sound has just one frequency. 

C Sound waves are of a higher frequency than light waves. 

D Sound waves diffract a lot because their wavelength is a similar size to the width of the gap. 
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18 Which quantities relating to a wave on the surface of water can both be measured in metres? 

A amplitude and frequency 

B amplitude and wavelength 

C amplitude and wave speed 

D frequency and wavelength 
 
 
19 The diagram shows part of a ray diagram that demonstrates the formation of a virtual image Y of 

object X by a converging lens. 
 

X

Y
lensray

 
 

One ray of light from X is shown approaching the lens. 
 

Which arrow shows the direction of this ray as it leaves the lens? 
 

A B C D

 
 
 
20 A ray of light is reflected by a plane mirror. 
 

P S

Q R

 
 

Which row shows the angle of incidence and the angle of reflection? 
 

 angle of 
incidence 

angle of 
reflection 

A P Q 

B P S 

C Q R 

D R S 
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15 Which statements about evaporation of water are correct? 
 

1 Evaporation causes the remaining liquid to cool. 

2 During evaporation, the more energetic particles escape from the surface of the 
liquid. 

3 Evaporation only happens at 100 C. 
 

A 1, 2 and 3 B 1 and 2 only C 1 and 3 only D 2 and 3 only 
 
 
16 Some hot water is sealed inside a metal can. The can is in a vacuum in outer space. The hot 

water slowly cools down. 
 

How does the thermal energy escape into space? 

A by conduction then convection 

B by conduction then radiation 

C by evaporation then convection 

D by evaporation then radiation 
 
 
17 The diagrams show graphs of displacement against time for four waves. All the graphs are drawn 

to the same scale. 
 

Which wave has the largest amplitude and the highest frequency? 
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