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A country has large reserves of oil. It decides to produce a wide range of goods rather than specialise
in oil production.

What is not an acceptable reason in support of this decision?

27

Oil is a non-renewable resource that could be exhausted quickly.A

Producing a wide range of goods increases the benefits from free trade.B

Relying on other countries for vital goods and services makes a country vulnerable.C

The price of oil is volatile, making export revenue unstable.D

The US puts a 25% tariff on Chinese steel to protect jobs in the US steel industry.

Under which condition would this policy be most effective?

28

The price elasticity of demand for Chinese steel is –2.5.A

The price elasticity of demand for Chinese steel is –0.5.B

The price elasticity of supply for Chinese steel is 2.5.C

The price elasticity of supply for Chinese steel is zero.D

What might a central bank do to stop a fall in the value of its country’s currency?29

raise interest ratesA

reduce taxes on importsB

remove controls on currency outflowsC

sell their currency on the foreign exchange marketD

A government wishes to reduce the surplus on the current account of its balance of payments.

Which policy is likely to achieve this?

30

cutting government spendingA

devaluing its currencyB

increasing existing import quotasC

increasing import dutiesD
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The population pyramids for country 1 and country 2 in a given year are shown.25
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What can be deduced from these population pyramids?

Country 1 has a greater population size than country 2.A

Country 1 has a higher life expectancy than country 2.B

Country 2 has a lower death rate than country 1.C

Country 2 spends more money on childcare than country 1.D

Which country would be classified as the most developed based on the data in the table?26
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Subsistence farming is the practice of growing crops and raising livestock sufficient only for one’s 
own use without any surplus for trade.

Why is it difficult for a government to measure economic growth in an economy based on subsistence 
farming?

21

Farmers’ families consume most of their own produce.A

Farmers have low rates of saving.B

The size of harvest is dependent on the weather.C

The surplus produce is sold to the government.D

What is necessary for a worker to be classified as unemployed?22

the worker will
accept the
current wage

rate

the worker is
prepared to

work

the worker does
not have a paid

job

nonoyesA

yesnoyesB

noyesyesC

yesyesyesD

23 What is most likely to increase when the rate of inflation gradually changes from 2% to 8% in one
        year?

the cost of updating existing price listsA

the level of business confidenceB

the real income of fixed-income earnersC

the real value of consumer debtD

The introduction of a minimum hourly wage in an industry aims to reduce poverty among low-paid
workers.

What is an advantage to workers of an effective national minimum wage?

24

All workers get paid according to their level of productivity.A

Firms may look to increase capital equipment rather than labour.B

Levels of employment become more dependent on wage differences.C

Redistribution of a firm’s income rewards labour rather than owners.D
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The chart shows the population pyramid for a country.25
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What is most likely to cause the population pyramid to be shaped in this way?

death ratebirth rate

lowlowA

highlowB

lowhighC

highhighD

The table shows information on four countries.

Which country is likely to be the most developed?

26

life
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Gross Domestic
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What is most likely to cause more poverty in a country?25

a decrease in the general price levelA

a decrease in the rate of income taxB

a decrease in the level of unemploymentC

a decrease in the level of wagesD

The charts show the population structure of a country in year X and year X + 50.26
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During this period, how did birth and death rates change?

death ratesbirth rates

fellfellA

no changefellB

fellroseC

no changeroseD
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A government wants to build a new hospital.

What is most likely to prevent the government from doing this?

1

People in the country cannot afford healthcare.A

People in the country would go abroad for healthcare.B

The government cannot agree how big the hospital should be.C

The government does not have enough money.D

Which term describes the loss of potential benefit to a consumer when making a choice between
alternatives?

2

opportunity costA

scarcityB

shortageC

the economic problemD

A country is producing at point X on its production possibility curve (PPC) which shows how it can
allocate its production between capital goods and consumer goods.

A period of recession then causes some of its factories to close.

Which point could represent the country’s new position?

3

capital

goods

O consumer goods

A

C
D

B

X
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A country has a falling birth rate and a rising death rate, while an increasing number of its working
age adults (16–60 years) are seeking employment abroad.

How is this likely to affect the numbers in the different age groups in the country?

26

over 60 years16–60 yearsunder 16 years

fallfallfallA

riserisefallB

risefallriseC

fallriseriseD

What is an advantage of international specialisation?27

Choice is limited.A

Countries become over-dependent on each other.B

Resources are used more efficiently.C

Transport costs are decreased.D

An economy raises its tariffs on imported goods.

What is the most likely result?

28

a fall in the rate of inflationA

an increase in consumer choiceB

an increase in domestic productionC

the current account of the balance of payments moves into a deficitD

Which combination of changes in export revenue and import expenditure is most likely to cause a
country’s exchange rate to depreciate?

29

import expenditureexport revenue

decreasesdecreasesA

increasesdecreasesB

decreasesincreasesC

increasesincreasesD
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A country experiences a significant fall in unemployment.

What is a possible advantage and a possible disadvantage of such a fall?

23

possible disadvantagepossible advantage

fall in labour disputesfall in government spending
on unemployment benefits

A

fall in povertyfall in tax revenueB

rise in inflation raterise in living standardsC

rise in labour mobilityrise in outputD

A country’s Consumer Prices Index (CPI) falls from 120 to 110 in a year.

What will be a likely effect of this fall?

24

incomes will fall in real termsA

savings will fall in real termsB

the rate of interest will riseC

the real value of debt will riseD

The population sizes of four countries, A, B, C and D, are all equal.

Which country is most likely to have the highest population growth, given the changes in the table?

25

net migrationdeath ratebirth rate

unchangedincreasingdecreasingA

increasingdecreasingincreasingB

decreasingincreasingincreasingC

decreasingincreasingunchangedD
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Which combination of characteristics would be found in a less developed economy?26

tertiary sector
population
growth

literacy rates

smallhighhighA

smallhighlowB

largelowhighC

largelowlowD

What is a likely benefit of increased national specialisation?27

It guarantees a balance of trade in goods and services surplus.A

It increases dependency on other economies.B

It lengthens international supply chains.C

It reduces the cost of living.D

What is not a likely benefit of free trade?28

consumers should experience lower pricesA

consumers should have a greater choice of goodsB

firms could be protected from foreign competitionC

firms could take advantage of economies of scaleD

Which combination of changes would definitely raise the price of the Pakistani rupee on the foreign
exchange market?

29

Pakistan’s demand
for imports

demand for
Pakistan’s exports

decreasedecreaseA

increasedecreaseB

decreaseincreaseC

increaseincreaseD
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What is most likely to rise when the level of employment falls in a high-income economy?23

consumer confidenceA

government expenditure on state benefitsB

government revenue from income taxC

the rate of growth of real outputD

AConsumer Prices Index (CPI) consists of four items. The table shows the percentage price change
for each item over a period of a year and the weight of each item.

Which price change will affect the level of the CPI most?

24

weight
% price change
over 1 year

item

0.30+5foodA

0.20+6housingB

0.40+3recreationC

0.10+4transportD

25 The table shows the Human Development Index (HDI) value for a country in two years.

HDI valueyear

0.4671

0.6092

What would not explain the change in the HDI value?

an increase in gender equalityA

an increase in income per headB

an increase in life expectancyC

an increase in years of schoolingD
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