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3 The table shows information about four different particles. 
 

particle nucleon 
number 

number 
of protons 

number 
of neutrons 

number 
of electrons 

Na 23 11 W 11 

Na+ 23 11 12 X 

O 16 8 Y 8 

O2– 16 8 8 Z 
 

What are the values of W, X, Y and Z? 
 

 W X Y Z 

A 11 10 10 8 

B 11 11 8 10 

C 12 10 8 10 

D 12 11 10 8 
 
 
4 Substances with giant covalent structures can be used as lubricants and as cutting tools for hard 

materials. 
 

The diagrams show how the atoms are arranged in two giant covalent substances, P and Q. 
 

P Q

key
strong covalent bond
weak attraction

 
 

Which statement is correct? 

A Only P is used as a cutting tool and only Q is used as a lubricant. 

B Only P is used as a lubricant and only Q is used as a cutting tool. 

C P and Q are both used as cutting tools. 

D P and Q are both used as lubricants. 
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Solution 4

Answer: B

Why

Both are giant covalent, so both have very high melting points.
A layered structure with weak forces between layers lets them slide – that is
the lubricant.
A rigid three-dimensional network of strong bonds in every direction is the
cutting tool.
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6 Which two values are used to calculate the relative atomic mass of a sample of boron? 
 

 value 1 value 2 

A 
 

the total number 
of boron isotopes 

the total number 
of boron atoms 

B 
 

the relative abundance of each 
boron isotope in the sample 

the relative mass 
of each boron isotope 

C 
 

the relative abundance of each 
boron isotope in the sample 

the total number 
of boron atoms 

D 
 

the total number 
of boron isotopes 

the relative mass 
of each boron isotope 

 
 
7 Which statement describes the structure of sodium chloride? 

A a lattice of alternating positive and negative ions 

B a lattice of positive ions surrounded by a ‘sea’ of delocalised electrons 

C a mixture of sodium and chlorine atoms 

D a regular lattice of sodium and chlorine atoms 
 
 
8 Graphite and diamond are both forms of the element carbon. 
 

Which row shows the number of other carbon atoms that each carbon atom is covalently bonded 
to in graphite and in diamond? 

 
 graphite diamond 

A 3 3 

B 3 4 

C 4 3 

D 4 4 
 
 
9 Which row describes the structure and bonding in cobalt? 
 

 structure bonding 

A giant ionic 

B simple ionic 

C giant metallic 

D simple metallic 
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Solution 8

Answer: B

Why

In graphite each carbon is bonded to three others, forming flat hexagonal
layers.
In diamond each carbon is bonded to four others, forming a rigid tetrahedral
network.
Graphite’s fourth outer electron is delocalised, which is why only graphite
conducts.
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6 A sample of copper has a relative atomic mass of 63.5. 
 

What are the relative abundances of the isotopes in this sample of copper? 

A 25% 63Cu and 75% 65Cu 

B 50% 63Cu and 50% 65Cu 

C 75% 63Cu and 25% 65Cu 

D 90% 63Cu and 10% 65Cu 
 
 
7 Which diagram shows the outer shell electron arrangement for a molecule of methanol, CH3OH? 
 

CH HO

A
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H

CH HO
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D
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8 Rescuers are drilling through fallen rock in order to rescue some people trapped in a cave. The 

drill needs lubricating from time to time. 
 

Four statements are made about the materials used for the drill tip and the lubricant to explain the 
reasons for their use. 

 
1 Diamond is used for the drill tip as it does not conduct electricity. 

2 Diamond is used for the drill tip as it is very hard. 

3 Graphite is used as the lubricant as it conducts electricity. 

4 Graphite is used as the lubricant as it is soft and slippery. 
 

Which statements are correct? 

A 1 and 3 B 1 and 4 C 2 and 3 D 2 and 4 
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Solution 8

Answer: D

Why

Diamond and graphite are both giant covalent forms of carbon, so both have
very high melting points.
Diamond’s rigid three-dimensional network makes it extremely hard – right for
the drill tip.
Graphite’s layers slide over one another, which is what makes it a lubricant.
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5 Which statement about potassium chloride is correct? 

A It has a high melting point because it is a giant structure with strong covalent bonds. 

B It conducts electricity when solid because of its oppositely charged ions. 

C It conducts electricity when molten because its ions can move. 

D It is insoluble in water because of its strong bonding. 
 
 
6 Which dot-and-cross diagram shows the outer shell electron arrangement in a molecule of 

nitrogen? 
 

N N

A

N N

B

N N

C

N N

D

 
 
 
7 Which statement about silicon(IV) oxide is correct? 

A It contains silicon ions and oxide ions arranged in a giant lattice. 

B It is used in electrical circuits because it can conduct electricity. 

C Its bonds each contain one shared pair of electrons. 

D Its atoms are arranged in the same way as the atoms in graphite. 
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Solution 7

Answer: C

Why

Silicon(IV) oxide is giant covalent, so it contains no ions at all.
Every bond in it is a single covalent bond, that is one shared pair of electrons.
It has no free electrons, so it cannot conduct electricity.
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3 Which row gives the number of protons, electrons and neutrons in an atom of zinc? 
 

 protons electrons neutrons 

A 30 30 35 

B 30 35 35 

C 35 30 30 

D 35 35 30 
 
 
4 Which particles have the electronic configuration 2,8,8? 
 

1 an argon atom, Ar 

2 an aluminium ion, Al 3+ 

3 a sodium ion, Na+ 

4 a chloride ion, Cl – 
 

A 1 and 3 B 1 and 4 C 2 and 3 D 2 and 4 
 
 
5 A sample of element Q has two isotopes. 
 

Their relative masses and abundances are shown. 
 

relative mass 
of isotope 

abundance 
/ % 

238 66 

244 34 
 

What is the relative atomic mass of this sample of Q to three significant figures? 

A 240 B 241 C 242 D 243 
 
 
6 Which statement about silicon(IV) oxide, SiO2, is correct? 

A It conducts electricity because it contains delocalised electrons. 

B It has a giant covalent structure with each silicon atom bonded to four oxygen atoms. 

C It is a simple covalent molecule. 

D Its structure is similar to that of graphite. 
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Solution 6

Answer: B

Why

Silicon(IV) oxide is a giant covalent lattice.
Each silicon is bonded to four oxygens, and each oxygen to two silicons.
It has no delocalised electrons and no ions, so it does not conduct.


