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39 Which item of apparatus is used to measure 13.7 cm3 of dilute hydrochloric acid? 

A a balance 

B a burette 

C a conical flask 

D a volumetric pipette 
 
 
40 Chromatography is used to separate and analyse mixtures of soluble substances. 
 

The first steps of the process are listed. 
 

● apply sample to baseline 

● develop chromatogram in solvent 
 

What is the next step in the process to detect soluble colourless substances? 

A calculate the Rf values 

B compare the results with known substances 

C count the number of spots 

D use a suitable locating agent 
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39 Which item of apparatus is used to measure 13.7 cm3 of dilute hydrochloric acid? 

A a balance 

B a burette 

C a conical flask 

D a volumetric pipette 
 
 
40 Chromatography is used to separate and analyse mixtures of soluble substances. 
 

The first steps of the process are listed. 
 

● apply sample to baseline 

● develop chromatogram in solvent 
 

What is the next step in the process to detect soluble colourless substances? 

A calculate the Rf values 

B compare the results with known substances 

C count the number of spots 

D use a suitable locating agent 
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39 Which item of apparatus is used to measure 13.7 cm3 of dilute hydrochloric acid? 

A a balance 

B a burette 

C a conical flask 

D a volumetric pipette 
 
 
40 Chromatography is used to separate and analyse mixtures of soluble substances. 
 

The first steps of the process are listed. 
 

● apply sample to baseline 

● develop chromatogram in solvent 
 

What is the next step in the process to detect soluble colourless substances? 

A calculate the Rf values 

B compare the results with known substances 

C count the number of spots 
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39 Which item of apparatus is used to measure 13.7 cm3 of dilute hydrochloric acid? 

A a balance 

B a burette 

C a conical flask 

D a volumetric pipette 
 
 
40 Chromatography is used to separate and analyse mixtures of soluble substances. 
 

The first steps of the process are listed. 
 

● apply sample to baseline 

● develop chromatogram in solvent 
 

What is the next step in the process to detect soluble colourless substances? 

A calculate the Rf values 

B compare the results with known substances 

C count the number of spots 

D use a suitable locating agent 
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39 Which item of apparatus is used to measure 13.7 cm3 of dilute hydrochloric acid? 

A a balance 

B a burette 

C a conical flask 

D a volumetric pipette 
 
 
40 Chromatography is used to separate and analyse mixtures of soluble substances. 
 

The first steps of the process are listed. 
 

● apply sample to baseline 

● develop chromatogram in solvent 
 

What is the next step in the process to detect soluble colourless substances? 

A calculate the Rf values 

B compare the results with known substances 

C count the number of spots 

D use a suitable locating agent 
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39 Which item of apparatus is used to measure 13.7 cm3 of dilute hydrochloric acid? 

A a balance 

B a burette 

C a conical flask 

D a volumetric pipette 
 
 
40 Chromatography is used to separate and analyse mixtures of soluble substances. 
 

The first steps of the process are listed. 
 

● apply sample to baseline 

● develop chromatogram in solvent 
 

What is the next step in the process to detect soluble colourless substances? 

A calculate the Rf values 

B compare the results with known substances 

C count the number of spots 

D use a suitable locating agent 
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Past-paper walk-through

Solution 40

Answer: D

Why

The paper must be taken out before the solvent runs off the top.
Mark the solvent front straight away, while it is still visible.
Only then can the distances – and so the Rf values – be measured.
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39 Substance X contains one cation. 
 

Two tests are completed on aqueous X. 
 

test 1 flame test 

test 2 addition of aqueous sodium hydroxide dropwise and then in excess 
 

Which row shows a possible combination of observations for the tests? 
 

 observation for test 1 observation for test 2 

A yellow flame white ppt., insoluble in excess 

B blue-green flame light blue ppt., insoluble in excess 

C light green flame green ppt., soluble in excess 

D red flame red-brown ppt., insoluble in excess 
 
 
40 A colourless mixture is separated by paper chromatography. 
 

The steps below describe the method. These steps are not in the correct order. 
 

1 Remove the chromatography paper from the solvent when the solvent front is near 
the top of the paper. 

2 Place the chromatography paper in the solvent. 

3 Spray the chromatography paper with a locating agent. 

4 Place a spot of the mixture on the pencil line. 

5 Draw a pencil line at the bottom of the chromatography paper. 

6 Draw a pencil line to mark the position of the solvent front. 
 

What is the correct order for these steps? 

A 3  5  6  4  2  1 

B 5  4  3  2  1  6 

C 3  5  4  1  2  6 

D 5  4  2  1  6  3 
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39 Substance X contains one cation. 
 

Two tests are completed on aqueous X. 
 

test 1 flame test 

test 2 addition of aqueous sodium hydroxide dropwise and then in excess 
 

Which row shows a possible combination of observations for the tests? 
 

 observation for test 1 observation for test 2 

A yellow flame white ppt., insoluble in excess 

B blue-green flame light blue ppt., insoluble in excess 

C light green flame green ppt., soluble in excess 

D red flame red-brown ppt., insoluble in excess 
 
 
40 A colourless mixture is separated by paper chromatography. 
 

The steps below describe the method. These steps are not in the correct order. 
 

1 Remove the chromatography paper from the solvent when the solvent front is near 
the top of the paper. 

2 Place the chromatography paper in the solvent. 

3 Spray the chromatography paper with a locating agent. 

4 Place a spot of the mixture on the pencil line. 

5 Draw a pencil line at the bottom of the chromatography paper. 

6 Draw a pencil line to mark the position of the solvent front. 
 

What is the correct order for these steps? 

A 3  5  6  4  2  1 

B 5  4  3  2  1  6 

C 3  5  4  1  2  6 

D 5  4  2  1  6  3 
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39 Substance X contains one cation. 
 

Two tests are completed on aqueous X. 
 

test 1 flame test 

test 2 addition of aqueous sodium hydroxide dropwise and then in excess 
 

Which row shows a possible combination of observations for the tests? 
 

 observation for test 1 observation for test 2 

A yellow flame white ppt., insoluble in excess 

B blue-green flame light blue ppt., insoluble in excess 

C light green flame green ppt., soluble in excess 

D red flame red-brown ppt., insoluble in excess 
 
 
40 A colourless mixture is separated by paper chromatography. 
 

The steps below describe the method. These steps are not in the correct order. 
 

1 Remove the chromatography paper from the solvent when the solvent front is near 
the top of the paper. 

2 Place the chromatography paper in the solvent. 

3 Spray the chromatography paper with a locating agent. 

4 Place a spot of the mixture on the pencil line. 

5 Draw a pencil line at the bottom of the chromatography paper. 

6 Draw a pencil line to mark the position of the solvent front. 
 

What is the correct order for these steps? 

A 3  5  6  4  2  1 

B 5  4  3  2  1  6 

C 3  5  4  1  2  6 

D 5  4  2  1  6  3 
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39 Substance X contains one cation. 
 

Two tests are completed on aqueous X. 
 

test 1 flame test 

test 2 addition of aqueous sodium hydroxide dropwise and then in excess 
 

Which row shows a possible combination of observations for the tests? 
 

 observation for test 1 observation for test 2 

A yellow flame white ppt., insoluble in excess 

B blue-green flame light blue ppt., insoluble in excess 

C light green flame green ppt., soluble in excess 

D red flame red-brown ppt., insoluble in excess 
 
 
40 A colourless mixture is separated by paper chromatography. 
 

The steps below describe the method. These steps are not in the correct order. 
 

1 Remove the chromatography paper from the solvent when the solvent front is near 
the top of the paper. 

2 Place the chromatography paper in the solvent. 

3 Spray the chromatography paper with a locating agent. 

4 Place a spot of the mixture on the pencil line. 

5 Draw a pencil line at the bottom of the chromatography paper. 

6 Draw a pencil line to mark the position of the solvent front. 
 

What is the correct order for these steps? 

A 3  5  6  4  2  1 

B 5  4  3  2  1  6 

C 3  5  4  1  2  6 

D 5  4  2  1  6  3 
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39 Substance X contains one cation. 
 

Two tests are completed on aqueous X. 
 

test 1 flame test 

test 2 addition of aqueous sodium hydroxide dropwise and then in excess 
 

Which row shows a possible combination of observations for the tests? 
 

 observation for test 1 observation for test 2 

A yellow flame white ppt., insoluble in excess 

B blue-green flame light blue ppt., insoluble in excess 

C light green flame green ppt., soluble in excess 

D red flame red-brown ppt., insoluble in excess 
 
 
40 A colourless mixture is separated by paper chromatography. 
 

The steps below describe the method. These steps are not in the correct order. 
 

1 Remove the chromatography paper from the solvent when the solvent front is near 
the top of the paper. 

2 Place the chromatography paper in the solvent. 

3 Spray the chromatography paper with a locating agent. 

4 Place a spot of the mixture on the pencil line. 

5 Draw a pencil line at the bottom of the chromatography paper. 

6 Draw a pencil line to mark the position of the solvent front. 
 

What is the correct order for these steps? 

A 3  5  6  4  2  1 

B 5  4  3  2  1  6 

C 3  5  4  1  2  6 

D 5  4  2  1  6  3 
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39 Substance X contains one cation. 
 

Two tests are completed on aqueous X. 
 

test 1 flame test 

test 2 addition of aqueous sodium hydroxide dropwise and then in excess 
 

Which row shows a possible combination of observations for the tests? 
 

 observation for test 1 observation for test 2 

A yellow flame white ppt., insoluble in excess 

B blue-green flame light blue ppt., insoluble in excess 

C light green flame green ppt., soluble in excess 

D red flame red-brown ppt., insoluble in excess 
 
 
40 A colourless mixture is separated by paper chromatography. 
 

The steps below describe the method. These steps are not in the correct order. 
 

1 Remove the chromatography paper from the solvent when the solvent front is near 
the top of the paper. 

2 Place the chromatography paper in the solvent. 

3 Spray the chromatography paper with a locating agent. 

4 Place a spot of the mixture on the pencil line. 

5 Draw a pencil line at the bottom of the chromatography paper. 

6 Draw a pencil line to mark the position of the solvent front. 
 

What is the correct order for these steps? 

A 3  5  6  4  2  1 

B 5  4  3  2  1  6 

C 3  5  4  1  2  6 

D 5  4  2  1  6  3 
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Past-paper walk-through

Solution 40

Answer: D

Why

Apply the sample to the baseline, which must sit above the solvent level so
the spot is not washed off.
Stand the paper in the solvent and let the front travel up.
Take the paper out before the solvent reaches the top, mark the front, then
use a locating agent for colourless spots.



Past-paper walk-through

Question 40
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40 A mixture of four different colourless amino acids is analysed by paper chromatography. 
 

The final chromatogram is shown. 
 

solvent front

baseline
 

 
Why does the chromatogram only show three spots? 

A A locating agent is not used. 

B One of the amino acids is insoluble in the solvent. 

C The solvent front is too near the top of the paper. 

D Two of the amino acids have the same Rf value. 
 
 

16 

© UCLES 2025 0620/21/M/J/25  

G
ro

up

Th
e 

Pe
rio

di
c 

Ta
bl

e 
of

 E
le

m
en

ts

1 H
hy

dr
og

en
1

2 H
e

he
liu

m
4

I
II

III
IV

V
VI

VI
I

VI
II

3 Li lit
hi

um 7

4 Be
be

ry
lliu

m
9

at
om

ic
 n

um
be

r

at
om

ic
 s

ym
bo

l

K
ey

na
m

e
re

la
tiv

e 
at

om
ic

 m
as

s

11 N
a

so
di

um
23

12 M
g

m
ag

ne
si

um
24

19 K
po

ta
ss

iu
m

39

20 C
a

ca
lc

iu
m

40

37 R
b

ru
bi

di
um

85

38 Sr
st

ro
nt

iu
m

88

55 C
s

ca
es

iu
m

13
3

56 Ba ba
riu

m
13

7

87 Fr
fra

nc
iu

m
–

88 R
a

ra
di

um –

5 B bo
ro

n
11 13 Al

al
um

in
iu

m
27 31 G
a

ga
lliu

m
70 49 In in
di

um
11

5

81 Tl
th

al
liu

m
20

4

11
3

N
h

ni
ho

ni
um

–

6 C
ca

rb
on

12 14 Si si
lic

on
28 32 G
e

ge
rm

an
iu

m
73 50 Sn tin 11

9

82 Pb le
ad

20
7

22 Ti
tit

an
iu

m
48 40 Zr

zi
rc

on
iu

m
91 72 H
f

ha
fn

iu
m

17
8

10
4 R
f

ru
th

er
fo

rd
iu

m
–

23 V
va

na
di

um
51 41 N
b

ni
ob

iu
m

93 73 Ta
ta

nt
al

um
18

1

10
5

D
b

du
bn

iu
m

–

24 C
r

ch
ro

m
iu

m
52 42 M
o

m
ol

yb
de

nu
m

96 74 W
tu

ng
st

en
18

4

10
6

Sg
se

ab
or

gi
um

–

25 M
n

m
an

ga
ne

se
55 43 Tc

te
ch

ne
tiu

m
– 75 R
e

rh
en

iu
m

18
6

10
7

Bh bo
hr

iu
m

–

26 Fe iro
n

56 44 R
u

ru
th

en
iu

m
10

1

76 O
s

os
m

iu
m

19
0

10
8

H
s

ha
ss

iu
m

–

27 C
o

co
ba

lt
59 45 R
h

rh
od

iu
m

10
3

77 Ir
iri

di
um

19
2

10
9

M
t

m
ei

tn
er

iu
m

–

28 N
i

ni
ck

el
59 46 Pd

pa
lla

di
um

10
6

78 Pt
pl

at
in

um
19

5

11
0

D
s

da
rm

st
ad

tiu
m

–

29 C
u

co
pp

er
64 47 Ag si
lv

er
10

8

79 Au go
ld

19
7

11
1

R
g

ro
en

tg
en

iu
m

–

30 Zn zi
nc 65 48 C
d

ca
dm

iu
m

11
2

80 H
g

m
er

cu
ry

20
1

11
2

C
n

co
pe

rn
ic

iu
m

–

11
4 Fl

fle
ro

vi
um

–

11
6 Lv

liv
er

m
or

iu
m

–

7 N
ni

tro
ge

n
14 15 P

ph
os

ph
or

us
31 33 As ar
se

ni
c

75 51 Sb
an

tim
on

y
12

2

83 Bi
bi

sm
ut

h
20

9

11
5

M
c

m
os

co
vi

um
–

8 O
ox

yg
en

16 16 S su
lfu

r
32 34 Se

se
le

ni
um

79 52 Te
te

llu
riu

m
12

8

84 Po
po

lo
ni

um
–

9 F
flu

or
in

e
19 17 C
l

ch
lo

rin
e

35
.5

35 Br
br

om
in

e
80 53 I io
di

ne
12

7

85 At
as

ta
tin

e
– 11
7 Ts

te
nn

es
si

ne
–

10 N
e

ne
on 20 18 Ar ar

go
n

40 36 Kr kr
yp

to
n

84 54 Xe xe
no

n
13

1

86 R
n

ra
do

n
– 11
8

O
g

og
an

es
so

n
–

21 Sc
sc

an
di

um
45 39 Y

yt
tri

um 89

57
–7

1
la

nt
ha

no
id

s

89
–1

03
ac

tin
oi

ds

57 La
la

nt
ha

nu
m

13
9

89 Ac

la
nt

ha
no

id
s

ac
tin

oi
ds

Th
e 

vo
lu

m
e 

of
 o

ne
 m

ol
e 

of
 a

ny
 g

as
 is

 2
4  

dm
3  a

t r
oo

m
 te

m
pe

ra
tu

re
 a

nd
 p

re
ss

ur
e 

(r.
t.p

.).

ac
tin

iu
m

–

58 C
e

ce
riu

m
14

0

90 Th th
or

iu
m

23
2

59 Pr
pr

as
eo

dy
m

iu
m

14
1

91 Pa
pr

ot
ac

tin
iu

m
23

1

60 N
d

ne
od

ym
iu

m
14

4

92 U
ur

an
iu

m
23

8

61 Pm
pr

om
et

hi
um

– 93 N
p

ne
pt

un
iu

m
–

62 Sm
sa

m
ar

iu
m

15
0

94 Pu
pl

ut
on

iu
m

–

63 Eu
eu

ro
pi

um
15

2

95 Am
am

er
ic

iu
m

–

64 G
d

ga
do

lin
iu

m
15

7

96 C
m

cu
riu

m
–

65 Tb te
rb

iu
m

15
9

97 Bk
be

rk
el

iu
m

–

66 D
y

dy
sp

ro
si

um
16

3

98 C
f

ca
lif

or
ni

um
–

67 H
o

ho
lm

iu
m

16
5

99 Es
ei

ns
te

in
iu

m
–

68 Er er
bi

um
16

7

10
0

Fm fe
rm

iu
m

–

69 Tm th
ul

iu
m

16
9

10
1

M
d

m
en

de
le

vi
um

–

70 Yb
yt

te
rb

iu
m

17
3

10
2

N
o

no
be

liu
m

–

71 Lu lu
te

tiu
m

17
5

10
3 Lr

la
w

re
nc

iu
m

–

 



Question 40

15  
 

 
Permission to reproduce items where third-party owned material protected by copyright is included has been sought and cleared where possible. Every 
reasonable effort has been made by the publisher (UCLES) to trace copyright holders, but if any items requiring clearance have unwittingly been included, the 
publisher will be pleased to make amends at the earliest possible opportunity. 
 
To avoid the issue of disclosure of answer-related information to candidates, all copyright acknowledgements are reproduced online in the Cambridge 
Assessment International Education Copyright Acknowledgements Booklet. This is produced for each series of examinations and is freely available to download 
at www.cambridgeinternational.org after the live examination series. 
 
Cambridge Assessment International Education is part of Cambridge Assessment. Cambridge Assessment is the brand name of the University of Cambridge 
Local Examinations Syndicate (UCLES), which is a department of the University of Cambridge. 
 
© UCLES 2025 0620/21/M/J/25  

40 A mixture of four different colourless amino acids is analysed by paper chromatography. 
 

The final chromatogram is shown. 
 

solvent front

baseline
 

 
Why does the chromatogram only show three spots? 

A A locating agent is not used. 

B One of the amino acids is insoluble in the solvent. 

C The solvent front is too near the top of the paper. 

D Two of the amino acids have the same Rf value. 
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40 A mixture of four different colourless amino acids is analysed by paper chromatography. 
 

The final chromatogram is shown. 
 

solvent front

baseline
 

 
Why does the chromatogram only show three spots? 

A A locating agent is not used. 

B One of the amino acids is insoluble in the solvent. 

C The solvent front is too near the top of the paper. 

D Two of the amino acids have the same Rf value. 
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40 A mixture of four different colourless amino acids is analysed by paper chromatography. 
 

The final chromatogram is shown. 
 

solvent front

baseline
 

 
Why does the chromatogram only show three spots? 

A A locating agent is not used. 

B One of the amino acids is insoluble in the solvent. 

C The solvent front is too near the top of the paper. 

D Two of the amino acids have the same Rf value. 
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40 A mixture of four different colourless amino acids is analysed by paper chromatography. 
 

The final chromatogram is shown. 
 

solvent front

baseline
 

 
Why does the chromatogram only show three spots? 

A A locating agent is not used. 

B One of the amino acids is insoluble in the solvent. 

C The solvent front is too near the top of the paper. 
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Past-paper walk-through

Solution 40

Answer: D

Why

A locating agent is what makes colourless spots visible, so its absence would
give no spots.
Four substances should give four spots unless two travelled exactly the same
distance.
Two amino acids with the same Rf overlap into a single spot.
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39 Which items of apparatus are used to separate a mixture of liquids with different boiling points? 
 

A DC

power
supply

+–

B

 
 
 
40 In paper chromatography, what is the equation for the Rf value? 

A Rf = 
substanceby  travelled distance

solventby  travelled distance
 

B Rf = 
substanceby  travelled distance

agent locatingby  travelled distance
 

C Rf = 
agent locatingby  travelled distance

substanceby  travelled distance
 

D Rf = 
solventby  travelled distance

substanceby  travelled distance
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39 Which items of apparatus are used to separate a mixture of liquids with different boiling points? 
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power
supply
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40 In paper chromatography, what is the equation for the Rf value? 
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39 Which items of apparatus are used to separate a mixture of liquids with different boiling points? 
 

A DC

power
supply

+–

B

 
 
 
40 In paper chromatography, what is the equation for the Rf value? 

A Rf = 
substanceby  travelled distance

solventby  travelled distance
 

B Rf = 
substanceby  travelled distance

agent locatingby  travelled distance
 

C Rf = 
agent locatingby  travelled distance

substanceby  travelled distance
 

D Rf = 
solventby  travelled distance

substanceby  travelled distance
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39 Which items of apparatus are used to separate a mixture of liquids with different boiling points? 
 

A DC

power
supply

+–

B

 
 
 
40 In paper chromatography, what is the equation for the Rf value? 

A Rf = 
substanceby  travelled distance

solventby  travelled distance
 

B Rf = 
substanceby  travelled distance

agent locatingby  travelled distance
 

C Rf = 
agent locatingby  travelled distance

substanceby  travelled distance
 

D Rf = 
solventby  travelled distance

substanceby  travelled distance
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Past-paper walk-through

Solution 40

Answer: D

Why

Rf compares the distance the spot moved with the distance the solvent moved.
So it is distance travelled by the substance divided by distance travelled by the
solvent.
The locating agent only makes the spots visible; it plays no part in the
calculation.



Past-paper walk-through

Question 40
0620/22 M25 • Q40 • 1 mark
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40 A mixture of soluble substances can be separated by paper chromatography. Each substance 
can be identified using its Rf value. 
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40 A mixture of soluble substances can be separated by paper chromatography. Each substance 
can be identified using its Rf value. 

 
Which formula shows how the Rf value is calculated? 

A Rf = 
substanceby  travelled distance

solventby  travelled distance  

B Rf = 
solventby  travelled distance

substanceby  travelled distance  

C Rf = distance travelled by solvent – distance travelled by substance 

D Rf = distance travelled by solvent  distance travelled by substance 
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40 A mixture of soluble substances can be separated by paper chromatography. Each substance 
can be identified using its Rf value. 

 
Which formula shows how the Rf value is calculated? 

A Rf = 
substanceby  travelled distance

solventby  travelled distance  

B Rf = 
solventby  travelled distance

substanceby  travelled distance  

C Rf = distance travelled by solvent – distance travelled by substance 

D Rf = distance travelled by solvent  distance travelled by substance 
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Past-paper walk-through

Solution 40

Answer: B

Why

Rf compares how far the spot moved with how far the solvent moved.
So it is the distance travelled by the substance divided by the distance
travelled by the solvent.
That makes Rf always less than 1.


