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17 Which muscles in the breathing system contract during inspiration? 

A external intercostal and diaphragm only 

B external intercostal and internal intercostal only 

C external intercostal, internal intercostal and diaphragm 

D internal intercostal and diaphragm only 
 
 
18 Which process requires energy from respiration? 

A diffusion 

B osmosis 

C protein synthesis 

D transpiration 
 
 
19 What is produced by anaerobic respiration in human muscles? 
 

 carbon dioxide lactic acid water  

A    key 

B     = substance is produced 

C     = substance is not produced 

D     
 
 
20 Which statements are correct for a healthy person? 
 

1 Blood leaving a glomerulus has the same concentration of glucose as blood entering 
a glomerulus. 

2 There is no glucose in the fluid leaving a nephron. 

3 A nephron reabsorbs all of the water and some of the ions filtered out of the blood 
by a glomerulus. 

 
A 1 and 3 B 1 only C 2 and 3 D 2 only 

 
 
21 When moving from an area with low light intensity to an area with high light intensity, how do the 

circular and radial muscles of the iris react? 
 

 circular muscles radial muscles 

A contract no change 

B contract relax 

C relax contract 

D relax no change 
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12 The mass of water lost from a plant was investigated. 
 

The leaves of the plant were covered with a type of grease that acts as a waterproof barrier. 
 

The environmental conditions remained the same throughout the experiment. 
 

The table shows the results of the investigation. 
 

treatment mass lost in 
seven days / g 

no grease applied 12.0 

grease applied only to the upper surface of every leaf   8.7 

grease applied to both surfaces of every leaf   0.0 
 

What is the mean daily rate of water loss through the upper surface of the leaves? 

A 0.47 g / day B 1.24 g / day C 1.71 g / day D 3.30 g / day 
 
 
13 What is translocation? 

A the movement of amino acids and water from sink to source 

B the movement of starch and water from source to sink 

C the movement of sucrose and amino acids from source to sink 

D the movement of sucrose and mineral ions from sink to source 
 
 
14 Which row names the blood vessel containing the highest blood urea concentration and the blood 

vessel containing the lowest blood urea concentration? 
 

 highest blood urea 
concentration 

lowest blood urea 
concentration 

A hepatic artery hepatic vein 

B hepatic vein renal vein 

C hepatic portal vein renal artery 

D renal vein hepatic portal vein 
 
 IGCSE Biology: w25 23

7  
 

© UCLES 2025 0610/23/O/N/25 [Turn over 

16 The diagram shows a section through a human heart. 
 

Which structure is an atrioventricular valve in the right side of the heart? 
 

A

D

B

C

 
 
 
17 What is an example of active immunity? 

A antibody production after infection 

B antibody transfer from mother to baby in breast milk 

C antibody transfer from mother to fetus across the placenta 

D an injection of antibodies that were produced by another individual 
 
 
18 Which changes cause expiration? 
 

 external 
intercostal muscles diaphragm 

A contract relaxes and moves down 

B contract relaxes and moves up 

C relax relaxes and moves down 

D relax relaxes and moves up 
 
 
19 What shows the pathway of urea from where it is produced to where it is excreted? 

A kidney → renal artery → heart → lungs → heart → renal vein → bladder 

B kidney → renal vein → heart → lungs → heart → renal artery → bladder 

C liver → hepatic artery → heart → lungs → heart → renal artery → kidney 

D liver → hepatic vein → heart → lungs → heart → renal artery → kidney 
 
 

1
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3 Fig. 3.1 is a diagram of the nitrogen cycle.

proteins in plants and animals

nitrogen in the atmosphere

plant and animal waste
amino acids

in plants

and animals

compound Y

decomposition

nitrogen

fixation

A

assimilation

B

nitrate ions in soil

Fig. 3.1

 (a) (i) State the names of processes A and B in Fig. 3.1.

A  ........................................................................................................................................

B  ........................................................................................................................................

 [2]

  (ii) State two ways that nitrogen fixation can occur.

1  .........................................................................................................................................

2  .........................................................................................................................................

 [2]

  (iii) State the name of compound Y in Fig. 3.1.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

  (iv) State the name of an organ in animals, where assimilation and deamination of amino 

acids occurs.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]
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  (v) Describe the process of deamination.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [2]

 (b) Complete the sentences about pollution of the air by writing the appropriate words or phrases 

in the spaces provided.

  Methane is a pollutant gas that contributes to the enhanced ..................................................  

 

and climate change. Methane is released into the atmosphere from cattle and from the  

 

farming of .................................................. crops. 

  .................................................. is a gas that is absorbed by trees in the process  

 

of .................................................. . This gas is released into the atmosphere by the  

 

.................................................. of fossil fuels, where it also contributes to climate change. 

 [5]
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 (c) Explain the process of eutrophication in aquatic ecosystems.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [6]

 [Total:19]
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6 (a) An athlete monitored their heart rate and breathing rate before, during and after 

vigorous exercise. 

  Fig. 6.1 shows the results.
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  Complete the sentences to describe and explain the results shown in Fig. 6.1.

  After exercise, it takes ........................................... minutes for the athlete’s breathing rate to 

 

return to its resting rate.

  The heart rate decreases by ........................................... beats per minute between 20 and 

 

40 minutes.

  The heart rate and breathing rate do not immediately return to their resting rates because  

 

anaerobic respiration has occurred.

  Lactic acid has built up in ........................................... causing an 

  oxygen ........................................... . 

  The heart rate remains high to transport lactic acid to the ........................................... . 

  The breathing rate remains high to supply ........................................... for the 

  ........................................... respiration of lactic acid.

 [7]

 (b) The carbon dioxide produced during exercise is excreted. Urea is another substance that 

is excreted.

  (i) State the name of the organ that produces urea.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

  (ii) State the name of the organ that excretes urea.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

 (c) State the balanced chemical equation for anaerobic respiration in yeast.

 .............................................................................................................................................  [2]

 (d) State one food product that is made using anaerobic respiration in yeast.

 .............................................................................................................................................  [1]

 [Total: 12]
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