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21 The diagram shows an experiment using two wheat shoot tips, X and Y. 
 

X Y X Y

shoot tip
removed

after two days
in even light

 
 

Which statement is supported by the evidence provided by this experiment? 

A Auxin moves through the plant by osmosis. 

B Auxin is made in the shoot tip. 

C Auxin is unequally distributed in response to light. 

D Auxin inhibits cell elongation. 
 
 
22 Which action would help to limit the development of antibiotic resistance in bacteria? 

A Use antibiotics frequently to prevent infection by antibiotic-resistant bacteria. 

B Use antibiotics only to treat bacterial infections. 

C Use antibiotics to treat all types of infections. 

D Use antibiotics to treat only viral infections. 
 
 
23 What is an example of asexual reproduction? 

A a single bacterium dividing to produce two genetically identical bacteria 

B a mammal giving birth to four offspring 

C a female bird laying six eggs which will hatch into the same species 

D a tomato plant producing fruits which contain many seeds 
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23 The diagram shows the position of some of the human endocrine glands. 
 

X

 
 

Which hormone is secreted by X? 

A adrenaline 

B insulin 

C oestrogen 

D testosterone 
 
 
24 Which row shows the correct speed and duration for the type of control? 
 

 type of control speed of action duration of effect 

A hormonal fast short 

B hormonal slow long 

C nervous fast long 

D nervous slow short 
 
 
25 A student writes four statements about auxin. 
 

1 Auxin becomes more concentrated on the lower side of a horizontal stem. 

2 Auxin becomes more concentrated on the side of the shoot that has more light. 

3 Auxin is made in the shoot tip. 

4 Auxin prevents cell elongation in the shoot. 
 

Which statements describe what happens during chemical control of plant growth? 

A 1, 2 and 4 B 1 and 2 only C 1 and 3 D 2, 3 and 4 
 
 
26 What can antibiotics treat? 

A all diseases caused by pathogens 

B cholera 

C HIV (human immunodeficiency virus) 

D rickets 
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23 The diagram shows the positions of two endocrine glands in the human body. 
 

kidneys

endocrine glands

 
 

What is a response of the body to the hormone released from these glands? 

A a decrease in heart rate 

B a decrease in blood glucose concentration 

C an increase in pupil diameter 

D the development of secondary sexual characteristics 
 
 
24 What is a response of the human body to overheating? 

A vasoconstriction of arterioles 

B vasoconstriction of veins 

C vasodilation of arterioles 

D vasodilation of veins 
 
 
25 What is an example of phototropism? 

A the growth of a root in the direction of gravity 

B the growth of a shoot towards light 

C the release of energy from glucose using light 

D the synthesis of glucose using light 
 
 

1



IGCSE Biology: s25 22Name: 12 

© UCLES 2025 0610/22/M/J/25  

26 A young seedling is growing underground. 
 

The shoot grows towards the surface of the ground. 
 

The root grows away from the surface of the ground. 
 

Which row describes the responses involved? 
 

 gravitropism phototropism 

 root shoot root shoot 

A yes yes no no 

B yes no no yes 

C no yes yes no 

D no no yes yes 
 
 
27 Clostridium difficile is a species of bacterium that is resistant to many antibiotics. 
 

From 2002 to 2006, the number of people in one country infected with Clostridium difficile 
increased from 1300 to 6200 people. 

 
What was the percentage increase in the number of people infected with Clostridium difficile from  
2002 to 2006 to the nearest whole number? 

A 21% B 27% C 79% D 377% 
 
 
28 What are the characteristics of asexual reproduction? 
 

 fusion of 
gamete nuclei 

genetic variety 
in the offspring 

A yes yes 

B yes no 

C no yes 

D no no 
 
 
29 Which description of cross-pollination is correct? 

A the transfer of pollen grains from the anther of one plant to the stigma on a different plant 

B the transfer of pollen grains from the anther to the stigma on the same plant 

C the transfer of pollen grains from the stigma of one plant to the anther on a different plant 

D the transfer of pollen grains from the stigma to the anther on the same plant 
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26 A shoot tip was placed on an agar block. Substances can diffuse through agar. 
 

Light was shone on the shoot tip from one direction. 
 

X Y
light

shoot tip

agar block  
 

After three days, the agar was cut in half to form blocks X and Y. Blocks X and Y were placed on 
the stems of shoots that had the tips cut off. The agar blocks were kept on the shoot stems for 
one week. 

 
Which set of shoots represents the results after one week? 

 

YX

B

X Y

A

Y

D

X
YX

C
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6 (a) Some maize seeds were pinned on a board and provided with light from all directions.

  The board was placed in a clinostat that rotated the board.

  The board was rotated continuously as the seeds germinated and the roots grew.

  Fig. 6.1 shows the apparatus and results after 5 days.

clinostat
board root

maize seed

pinned to the board

Fig. 6.1

  (i) Complete the sentences to explain the root growth in Fig. 6.1.

   Auxin is produced in shoot and root .............................................. . The auxin travels 

down the root by the process of .............................................. .

   As the clinostat rotates, the effect of .............................................. on all sides of the root 

is equal.

   This causes the distribution of auxin in the root to be .............................................. .

   Auxin stimulates cell .............................................. causing the roots to grow horizontally.

 [5]

  (ii) The rotation of the clinostat was stopped.

   Predict the change in growth that will occur in the germinating maize seeds in Fig. 6.1.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

  (iii) State the name of the tropic response to light.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]
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 (b) A student observed cells from a plant that had wilted.

  State and explain the expected appearance of the cells.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [3]

 [Total: 10]
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21 A specific eye condition can cause permanent contraction of the ciliary muscles. 
 

Which row is correct for an eye with this condition compared to an eye without this condition? 
 

 suspensory 
ligaments 

refraction of light 
rays onto the retina 

A slack less 

B slack more 

C taut less 

D taut more 
 
 
22 The liver and the pancreas work together to control the concentration of glucose in the blood. 
 

Which statement is correct? 

A The liver converts the small molecule glucose into the large molecule glucagon. 

B The liver releases the hormone insulin when blood glucose concentration is too high. 

C The pancreas does not respond to an increase in blood glucose concentration. 

D The pancreas responds to a fall in the blood glucose concentration by increasing the release 
of the hormone glucagon. 

 
 
23 In the dark, plant shoots grow upwards and roots grow downwards. 
 

What causes these responses? 
 

 gravitropism phototropism 

A no no 

B no yes 

C yes no 

D yes yes 
 
 
24 What is the reason why antibiotics should be used only when essential? 

A It increases the artificial selection of antibiotic resistant bacteria. 

B It increases the natural selection of antibiotic resistant bacteria. 

C It reduces the artificial selection of antibiotic resistant bacteria. 

D It reduces the natural selection of antibiotic resistant bacteria. 
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