
Past-paper walk-through
Active transport • 3.3

eXercise



Past-paper walk-through

Questions in this set

0610/21 N25 Q6 • 1 mark
0610/21 N25 Q18 • 1 mark
0610/21 J25 Q4 • 1 mark
0610/23 J25 Q19 • 1 mark
0610/22 M25 Q6 • 1 mark
0610/42 M25 Q1 • 16 marks



Past-paper walk-through

Reading the mark scheme

B1 a mark that stands on its own – the point is either made or not.
M1 a method mark: the right approach, even if the number is wrong.
A1 an answer mark, and it usually needs its M mark first.
C1 a working mark on the way to the answer.

// separates answers the examiner accepts equally.
ecf = error carried forward: a later part is marked on your own earlier answer.
owtte = “or words to that effect” – the wording need not match.
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Question 6
0610/21 N25 • Q6 • 1 mark

4 
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5 A potato was used as a source of plant tissue. Four potato sticks of identical size were cut from 
the same potato. At the start of the investigation, each potato stick was 10 squares long. The 
potato sticks were put into four separate Petri dishes. Each Petri dish contained a different 
concentration of sugar solution. 

 
The diagram shows the four Petri dishes after 24 hours. 

 
Which dish contains a sugar solution that has a higher water potential than the potato tissue? 

 
A B

C D

Petri dish

potato stick

 
 
 
6 Which row shows correct statements about active transport? 
 

 direction of movement requires a partially 
permeable membrane 

A down a concentration gradient no 

B down a concentration gradient yes 

C against a concentration gradient no 

D against a concentration gradient yes 
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Solution 6

Answer: D

Why

Active transport moves substances against the concentration gradient, from
low to high.
It uses carrier proteins embedded in a partially permeable membrane.
So it needs the membrane, and it works up the gradient rather than down it.
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Question 18
0610/21 N25 • Q18 • 1 mark

8 
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17 Which muscles in the breathing system contract during inspiration? 

A external intercostal and diaphragm only 

B external intercostal and internal intercostal only 

C external intercostal, internal intercostal and diaphragm 

D internal intercostal and diaphragm only 
 
 
18 Which process requires energy from respiration? 

A diffusion 

B osmosis 

C protein synthesis 

D transpiration 
 
 
19 What is produced by anaerobic respiration in human muscles? 
 

 carbon dioxide lactic acid water  

A    key 

B     = substance is produced 

C     = substance is not produced 

D     
 
 
20 Which statements are correct for a healthy person? 
 

1 Blood leaving a glomerulus has the same concentration of glucose as blood entering 
a glomerulus. 

2 There is no glucose in the fluid leaving a nephron. 

3 A nephron reabsorbs all of the water and some of the ions filtered out of the blood 
by a glomerulus. 

 
A 1 and 3 B 1 only C 2 and 3 D 2 only 

 
 
21 When moving from an area with low light intensity to an area with high light intensity, how do the 

circular and radial muscles of the iris react? 
 

 circular muscles radial muscles 

A contract no change 

B contract relax 

C relax contract 

D relax no change 
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Solution 18

Answer: C

Why

Protein synthesis builds new molecules, so it needs energy.
That energy comes from respiration, as ATP.
Diffusion, osmosis and transpiration are all passive and need no energy from
the organism.
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Question 4

0610/21 J25 • Q4 • 1 mark

2 
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1 Which characteristic of living things requires carbon dioxide to diffuse into a leaf? 

A excretion 

B movement 

C nutrition 

D respiration 
 
 
2 Which set of features is characteristic only of birds? 

A hair and wings 

B hard-shelled eggs and feathers 

C scales and soft-shelled eggs 

D wings and soft-shelled eggs 
 
 
3 Which structures are found in both plant and animal cells? 

A cell walls and cell membranes 

B nuclei and cell walls 

C cytoplasm and chloroplasts 

D cell membranes and nuclei 
 
 
4 A student made the following statements about the movement of ions by active transport. 
 

1 It is the net movement of particles from a low concentration to a high concentration. 

2 It is the net movement of particles from a high concentration to a low concentration. 

3 It requires the use of energy from respiration. 

4 It can only take place in living cells. 
 

Which statements are correct? 

A 1, 3 and 4 B 1 and 4 only C 2 and 4 D 2 only 
 
 
5 A DNA molecule contains pairs of bases. 
 

What is a correct combination of a pair of bases? 

A A and G B C and A C G and T D T and A 
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Solution 4

Answer: A

Why

Active transport moves substances against the concentration gradient, from
low to high.
That needs energy from respiration and a protein carrier in the membrane.
Diffusion and osmosis go the other way and need no energy.
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Question 19
0610/23 J25 • Q19 • 1 mark
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17 Which row shows the effects of cholera on the human body? 
 

 movement of 
chloride ions 

effect of a build-up 
of chloride ions on 

water potential 

effect on volume of 
water leaving the 

body through the anus 

A into blood decreases increases 

B into blood increases decreases 

C into small intestine decreases increases 

D into small intestine increases decreases 
 
 
18 The plotted points, 1 and 2, on the graph show two different types of structure in the breathing 

system of a human. 
 

relative
diameter
of lumen

distance from the larynx

1

2

 
 

Which row identifies a structure attached to alveoli and a structure containing cartilage? 
 

 
a structure 
attached to 

alveoli 

a structure 
containing 
cartilage 

A 1 1 

B 1 2 

C 2 1 

D 2 2 
 
 
19 Which process in plants uses energy from respiration? 

A cell division 

B osmosis 

C photosynthesis 

D transpiration 
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Solution 19

Answer: A

Why

Cell division needs energy to build new material and to move the
chromosomes.
That energy comes from respiration.
Osmosis and transpiration are passive, and photosynthesis stores energy rather
than using it from respiration.
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Question 6

0610/22 M25 • Q6 • 1 mark

3  
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5 The diagram shows four mesophyll cells, W, X, Y and Z. Water moves through these cells. 
 

W X Y Z  
 

Which arrow shows the direction of movement of water through these cells? 
 

 direction of water 
movement 

water potential / kPa 

 W X Y Z 

A  –600 –450 –350 –250 

B  –350 –400 –450 –600 

C  –400 –450 –500 –550 

D  –200 –300 –350 –450 
 
 
6 Three processes are listed. 
 

1 Molecules or ions are moved across membranes. 

2 Molecules or ions are moved by protein carriers. 

3 Ions are taken up by root hairs. 
 

Which processes can involve active transport? 

A 1, 2 and 3 B 1 and 2 only C 1 and 3 only D 2 and 3 only 
 
 
7 A section of a chromosome contains 4500 bases. There are 1450 G bases. 
 

How many A bases are there? 

A 800 B 1450 C 1600 D 2900 
 
 
8 Which chemical element is found in proteins but not in carbohydrates? 

A carbon 

B hydrogen 

C nitrogen 

D oxygen 
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Solution 6

Answer: A

Why

Active transport moves substances across membranes, so process 1 applies.
It uses protein carriers in the membrane, so process 2 applies.
Root hairs take up ions against a gradient by active transport, so process 3
applies too.
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Question 1
0610/42 M25 • Q1 • 16 marks

2
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1 Fig. 1.1 shows the movement of particles through an epithelial cell in the small intestine.

P

energy

R

Q

membrane of

epithelial cell

Fig. 1.1

 (a) In Fig. 1.1, arrow P represents the diffusion of oxygen molecules.

  (i) Describe what is meant by the term diffusion.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [2]

  (ii) State the type of energy needed for diffusion.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

 (b) Carbon dioxide molecules also move by diffusion.

  (i) State the name of the process in human cells that produces carbon dioxide.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

  (ii) On Fig. 1.1, draw an arrow to show the direction of diffusion of carbon dioxide molecules.

 [1]
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 (c) In Fig. 1.1, arrow Q represents another type of particle movement.

  Identify the type of particle movement represented by arrow Q.

  Explain your answer.

type of movement  .....................................................................................................................

explanation  ...............................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 [3]

 (d) In Fig. 1.1, particle R moves from the lumen of the small intestine into the epithelial cell.

  Suggest why particle R cannot be starch.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [2]
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 (e) Fig. 1.2 is a photomicrograph of red onion cells.

Fig. 1.2

  Fig. 1.3 is a photomicrograph of the same red onion cells after being immersed in a salt 

solution.

Fig. 1.3
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  Using Fig. 1.2 and Fig. 1.3, describe and explain the difference in appearance of the cells 

before and after immersion in salt solution.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [6]

 [Total: 16]
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1 Fig. 1.1 shows the movement of particles through an epithelial cell in the small intestine.

P

energy

R

Q

membrane of

epithelial cell

Fig. 1.1

 (a) In Fig. 1.1, arrow P represents the diffusion of oxygen molecules.

  (i) Describe what is meant by the term diffusion.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [2]

  (ii) State the type of energy needed for diffusion.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

 (b) Carbon dioxide molecules also move by diffusion.

  (i) State the name of the process in human cells that produces carbon dioxide.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

  (ii) On Fig. 1.1, draw an arrow to show the direction of diffusion of carbon dioxide molecules.

 [1]

* 0000800000002 *

D
O

 N
O

T
 W

R
IT

E
 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

3

0610/42/F/M/25© UCLES 2025 [Turn over

 (c) In Fig. 1.1, arrow Q represents another type of particle movement.

  Identify the type of particle movement represented by arrow Q.

  Explain your answer.

type of movement  .....................................................................................................................

explanation  ...............................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 [3]

 (d) In Fig. 1.1, particle R moves from the lumen of the small intestine into the epithelial cell.

  Suggest why particle R cannot be starch.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [2]
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 (e) Fig. 1.2 is a photomicrograph of red onion cells.

Fig. 1.2

  Fig. 1.3 is a photomicrograph of the same red onion cells after being immersed in a salt 

solution.

Fig. 1.3
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  Using Fig. 1.2 and Fig. 1.3, describe and explain the difference in appearance of the cells 

before and after immersion in salt solution.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [6]

 [Total: 16]
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1 Fig. 1.1 shows the movement of particles through an epithelial cell in the small intestine.

P

energy

R

Q

membrane of

epithelial cell

Fig. 1.1

 (a) In Fig. 1.1, arrow P represents the diffusion of oxygen molecules.

  (i) Describe what is meant by the term diffusion.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [2]

  (ii) State the type of energy needed for diffusion.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

 (b) Carbon dioxide molecules also move by diffusion.

  (i) State the name of the process in human cells that produces carbon dioxide.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

  (ii) On Fig. 1.1, draw an arrow to show the direction of diffusion of carbon dioxide molecules.

 [1]
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 (c) In Fig. 1.1, arrow Q represents another type of particle movement.

  Identify the type of particle movement represented by arrow Q.

  Explain your answer.

type of movement  .....................................................................................................................

explanation  ...............................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 [3]

 (d) In Fig. 1.1, particle R moves from the lumen of the small intestine into the epithelial cell.

  Suggest why particle R cannot be starch.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [2]
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 (e) Fig. 1.2 is a photomicrograph of red onion cells.

Fig. 1.2

  Fig. 1.3 is a photomicrograph of the same red onion cells after being immersed in a salt 

solution.

Fig. 1.3
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  Using Fig. 1.2 and Fig. 1.3, describe and explain the difference in appearance of the cells 

before and after immersion in salt solution.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [6]

 [Total: 16]
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1 Fig. 1.1 shows the movement of particles through an epithelial cell in the small intestine.

P

energy

R

Q

membrane of

epithelial cell

Fig. 1.1

 (a) In Fig. 1.1, arrow P represents the diffusion of oxygen molecules.

  (i) Describe what is meant by the term diffusion.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [2]

  (ii) State the type of energy needed for diffusion.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

 (b) Carbon dioxide molecules also move by diffusion.

  (i) State the name of the process in human cells that produces carbon dioxide.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

  (ii) On Fig. 1.1, draw an arrow to show the direction of diffusion of carbon dioxide molecules.

 [1]
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 (c) In Fig. 1.1, arrow Q represents another type of particle movement.

  Identify the type of particle movement represented by arrow Q.

  Explain your answer.

type of movement  .....................................................................................................................

explanation  ...............................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 [3]

 (d) In Fig. 1.1, particle R moves from the lumen of the small intestine into the epithelial cell.

  Suggest why particle R cannot be starch.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [2]
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 (e) Fig. 1.2 is a photomicrograph of red onion cells.

Fig. 1.2

  Fig. 1.3 is a photomicrograph of the same red onion cells after being immersed in a salt 

solution.

Fig. 1.3
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  Using Fig. 1.2 and Fig. 1.3, describe and explain the difference in appearance of the cells 

before and after immersion in salt solution.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [6]

 [Total: 16]
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2
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1 Fig. 1.1 shows the movement of particles through an epithelial cell in the small intestine.

P

energy

R

Q

membrane of

epithelial cell

Fig. 1.1

 (a) In Fig. 1.1, arrow P represents the diffusion of oxygen molecules.

  (i) Describe what is meant by the term diffusion.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [2]

  (ii) State the type of energy needed for diffusion.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

 (b) Carbon dioxide molecules also move by diffusion.

  (i) State the name of the process in human cells that produces carbon dioxide.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

  (ii) On Fig. 1.1, draw an arrow to show the direction of diffusion of carbon dioxide molecules.

 [1]
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 (c) In Fig. 1.1, arrow Q represents another type of particle movement.

  Identify the type of particle movement represented by arrow Q.

  Explain your answer.

type of movement  .....................................................................................................................

explanation  ...............................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 [3]

 (d) In Fig. 1.1, particle R moves from the lumen of the small intestine into the epithelial cell.

  Suggest why particle R cannot be starch.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [2]
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 (e) Fig. 1.2 is a photomicrograph of red onion cells.

Fig. 1.2

  Fig. 1.3 is a photomicrograph of the same red onion cells after being immersed in a salt 

solution.

Fig. 1.3
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  Using Fig. 1.2 and Fig. 1.3, describe and explain the difference in appearance of the cells 

before and after immersion in salt solution.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [6]

 [Total: 16]
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Question 1

2
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1 Fig. 1.1 shows the movement of particles through an epithelial cell in the small intestine.

P

energy

R

Q

membrane of

epithelial cell

Fig. 1.1

 (a) In Fig. 1.1, arrow P represents the diffusion of oxygen molecules.

  (i) Describe what is meant by the term diffusion.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [2]

  (ii) State the type of energy needed for diffusion.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

 (b) Carbon dioxide molecules also move by diffusion.

  (i) State the name of the process in human cells that produces carbon dioxide.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

  (ii) On Fig. 1.1, draw an arrow to show the direction of diffusion of carbon dioxide molecules.

 [1]
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 (c) In Fig. 1.1, arrow Q represents another type of particle movement.

  Identify the type of particle movement represented by arrow Q.

  Explain your answer.

type of movement  .....................................................................................................................

explanation  ...............................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 [3]

 (d) In Fig. 1.1, particle R moves from the lumen of the small intestine into the epithelial cell.

  Suggest why particle R cannot be starch.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [2]
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 (e) Fig. 1.2 is a photomicrograph of red onion cells.

Fig. 1.2

  Fig. 1.3 is a photomicrograph of the same red onion cells after being immersed in a salt 

solution.

Fig. 1.3
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  Using Fig. 1.2 and Fig. 1.3, describe and explain the difference in appearance of the cells 

before and after immersion in salt solution.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [6]

 [Total: 16]
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Question 1

2
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1 Fig. 1.1 shows the movement of particles through an epithelial cell in the small intestine.

P

energy

R

Q

membrane of

epithelial cell

Fig. 1.1

 (a) In Fig. 1.1, arrow P represents the diffusion of oxygen molecules.

  (i) Describe what is meant by the term diffusion.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [2]

  (ii) State the type of energy needed for diffusion.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

 (b) Carbon dioxide molecules also move by diffusion.

  (i) State the name of the process in human cells that produces carbon dioxide.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

  (ii) On Fig. 1.1, draw an arrow to show the direction of diffusion of carbon dioxide molecules.

 [1]
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 (c) In Fig. 1.1, arrow Q represents another type of particle movement.

  Identify the type of particle movement represented by arrow Q.

  Explain your answer.

type of movement  .....................................................................................................................

explanation  ...............................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 [3]

 (d) In Fig. 1.1, particle R moves from the lumen of the small intestine into the epithelial cell.

  Suggest why particle R cannot be starch.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [2]
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 (e) Fig. 1.2 is a photomicrograph of red onion cells.

Fig. 1.2

  Fig. 1.3 is a photomicrograph of the same red onion cells after being immersed in a salt 

solution.

Fig. 1.3
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  Using Fig. 1.2 and Fig. 1.3, describe and explain the difference in appearance of the cells 

before and after immersion in salt solution.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [6]

 [Total: 16]
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Question 1

2
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1 Fig. 1.1 shows the movement of particles through an epithelial cell in the small intestine.

P

energy

R

Q

membrane of

epithelial cell

Fig. 1.1

 (a) In Fig. 1.1, arrow P represents the diffusion of oxygen molecules.

  (i) Describe what is meant by the term diffusion.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [2]

  (ii) State the type of energy needed for diffusion.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

 (b) Carbon dioxide molecules also move by diffusion.

  (i) State the name of the process in human cells that produces carbon dioxide.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

  (ii) On Fig. 1.1, draw an arrow to show the direction of diffusion of carbon dioxide molecules.

 [1]
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 (c) In Fig. 1.1, arrow Q represents another type of particle movement.

  Identify the type of particle movement represented by arrow Q.

  Explain your answer.

type of movement  .....................................................................................................................

explanation  ...............................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 [3]

 (d) In Fig. 1.1, particle R moves from the lumen of the small intestine into the epithelial cell.

  Suggest why particle R cannot be starch.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [2]
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 (e) Fig. 1.2 is a photomicrograph of red onion cells.

Fig. 1.2

  Fig. 1.3 is a photomicrograph of the same red onion cells after being immersed in a salt 

solution.

Fig. 1.3

* 0000800000004 *

D
O

 N
O

T
 W

R
IT

E
 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

5

0610/42/F/M/25© UCLES 2025 [Turn over

  Using Fig. 1.2 and Fig. 1.3, describe and explain the difference in appearance of the cells 

before and after immersion in salt solution.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [6]

 [Total: 16]

* 0000800000005 *

D
O

 N
O

T
 W

R
IT

E
 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN



Question 1

2
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1 Fig. 1.1 shows the movement of particles through an epithelial cell in the small intestine.

P

energy

R

Q

membrane of

epithelial cell

Fig. 1.1

 (a) In Fig. 1.1, arrow P represents the diffusion of oxygen molecules.

  (i) Describe what is meant by the term diffusion.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [2]

  (ii) State the type of energy needed for diffusion.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

 (b) Carbon dioxide molecules also move by diffusion.

  (i) State the name of the process in human cells that produces carbon dioxide.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

  (ii) On Fig. 1.1, draw an arrow to show the direction of diffusion of carbon dioxide molecules.

 [1]
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 (c) In Fig. 1.1, arrow Q represents another type of particle movement.

  Identify the type of particle movement represented by arrow Q.

  Explain your answer.

type of movement  .....................................................................................................................

explanation  ...............................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 [3]

 (d) In Fig. 1.1, particle R moves from the lumen of the small intestine into the epithelial cell.

  Suggest why particle R cannot be starch.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [2]
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 (e) Fig. 1.2 is a photomicrograph of red onion cells.

Fig. 1.2

  Fig. 1.3 is a photomicrograph of the same red onion cells after being immersed in a salt 

solution.

Fig. 1.3
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  Using Fig. 1.2 and Fig. 1.3, describe and explain the difference in appearance of the cells 

before and after immersion in salt solution.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [6]

 [Total: 16]
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Question 1

2
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1 Fig. 1.1 shows the movement of particles through an epithelial cell in the small intestine.

P

energy

R

Q

membrane of

epithelial cell

Fig. 1.1

 (a) In Fig. 1.1, arrow P represents the diffusion of oxygen molecules.

  (i) Describe what is meant by the term diffusion.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [2]

  (ii) State the type of energy needed for diffusion.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

 (b) Carbon dioxide molecules also move by diffusion.

  (i) State the name of the process in human cells that produces carbon dioxide.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

  (ii) On Fig. 1.1, draw an arrow to show the direction of diffusion of carbon dioxide molecules.

 [1]
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 (c) In Fig. 1.1, arrow Q represents another type of particle movement.

  Identify the type of particle movement represented by arrow Q.

  Explain your answer.

type of movement  .....................................................................................................................

explanation  ...............................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 [3]

 (d) In Fig. 1.1, particle R moves from the lumen of the small intestine into the epithelial cell.

  Suggest why particle R cannot be starch.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [2]
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 (e) Fig. 1.2 is a photomicrograph of red onion cells.

Fig. 1.2

  Fig. 1.3 is a photomicrograph of the same red onion cells after being immersed in a salt 

solution.

Fig. 1.3
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  Using Fig. 1.2 and Fig. 1.3, describe and explain the difference in appearance of the cells 

before and after immersion in salt solution.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [6]

 [Total: 16]

* 0000800000005 *

D
O

 N
O

T
 W

R
IT

E
 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
D

O
 N

O
T

 W
R

IT
E

 I
N

 T
H

IS
 M

A
R

G
IN



Question 1

2
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1 Fig. 1.1 shows the movement of particles through an epithelial cell in the small intestine.

P

energy

R

Q

membrane of

epithelial cell

Fig. 1.1

 (a) In Fig. 1.1, arrow P represents the diffusion of oxygen molecules.

  (i) Describe what is meant by the term diffusion.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [2]

  (ii) State the type of energy needed for diffusion.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

 (b) Carbon dioxide molecules also move by diffusion.

  (i) State the name of the process in human cells that produces carbon dioxide.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

  (ii) On Fig. 1.1, draw an arrow to show the direction of diffusion of carbon dioxide molecules.

 [1]
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 (c) In Fig. 1.1, arrow Q represents another type of particle movement.

  Identify the type of particle movement represented by arrow Q.

  Explain your answer.

type of movement  .....................................................................................................................

explanation  ...............................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 [3]

 (d) In Fig. 1.1, particle R moves from the lumen of the small intestine into the epithelial cell.

  Suggest why particle R cannot be starch.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [2]
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 (e) Fig. 1.2 is a photomicrograph of red onion cells.

Fig. 1.2

  Fig. 1.3 is a photomicrograph of the same red onion cells after being immersed in a salt 

solution.

Fig. 1.3
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  Using Fig. 1.2 and Fig. 1.3, describe and explain the difference in appearance of the cells 

before and after immersion in salt solution.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [6]

 [Total: 16]
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Question 1

2
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1 Fig. 1.1 shows the movement of particles through an epithelial cell in the small intestine.

P

energy

R

Q

membrane of

epithelial cell

Fig. 1.1

 (a) In Fig. 1.1, arrow P represents the diffusion of oxygen molecules.

  (i) Describe what is meant by the term diffusion.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [2]

  (ii) State the type of energy needed for diffusion.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

 (b) Carbon dioxide molecules also move by diffusion.

  (i) State the name of the process in human cells that produces carbon dioxide.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

  (ii) On Fig. 1.1, draw an arrow to show the direction of diffusion of carbon dioxide molecules.

 [1]
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 (c) In Fig. 1.1, arrow Q represents another type of particle movement.

  Identify the type of particle movement represented by arrow Q.

  Explain your answer.

type of movement  .....................................................................................................................

explanation  ...............................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 [3]

 (d) In Fig. 1.1, particle R moves from the lumen of the small intestine into the epithelial cell.

  Suggest why particle R cannot be starch.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [2]
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 (e) Fig. 1.2 is a photomicrograph of red onion cells.

Fig. 1.2

  Fig. 1.3 is a photomicrograph of the same red onion cells after being immersed in a salt 

solution.

Fig. 1.3
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  Using Fig. 1.2 and Fig. 1.3, describe and explain the difference in appearance of the cells 

before and after immersion in salt solution.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [6]

 [Total: 16]
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Question 1

2
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1 Fig. 1.1 shows the movement of particles through an epithelial cell in the small intestine.

P

energy

R

Q

membrane of

epithelial cell

Fig. 1.1

 (a) In Fig. 1.1, arrow P represents the diffusion of oxygen molecules.

  (i) Describe what is meant by the term diffusion.

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 ...........................................................................................................................................

 .....................................................................................................................................  [2]

  (ii) State the type of energy needed for diffusion.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

 (b) Carbon dioxide molecules also move by diffusion.

  (i) State the name of the process in human cells that produces carbon dioxide.

 .....................................................................................................................................  [1]

  (ii) On Fig. 1.1, draw an arrow to show the direction of diffusion of carbon dioxide molecules.

 [1]
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 (c) In Fig. 1.1, arrow Q represents another type of particle movement.

  Identify the type of particle movement represented by arrow Q.

  Explain your answer.

type of movement  .....................................................................................................................

explanation  ...............................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 [3]

 (d) In Fig. 1.1, particle R moves from the lumen of the small intestine into the epithelial cell.

  Suggest why particle R cannot be starch.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [2]
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 (e) Fig. 1.2 is a photomicrograph of red onion cells.

Fig. 1.2

  Fig. 1.3 is a photomicrograph of the same red onion cells after being immersed in a salt 

solution.

Fig. 1.3
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  Using Fig. 1.2 and Fig. 1.3, describe and explain the difference in appearance of the cells 

before and after immersion in salt solution.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................  [6]

 [Total: 16]
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Past-paper walk-through

Solution 1

(a)(i)

Mark scheme
net movement / AW, of particles ;
from a region of higher concentration to a region of their lower concentration
(as a result of their random movement) ;
2



Past-paper walk-through

Solution 1

(a)(ii)

Mark scheme
kinetic (energy) ;
1



Past-paper walk-through

Solution 1

(b)(i)

Mark scheme
aerobic respiration ;
1

(b)(ii)

Mark scheme
arrow drawn from inside to outside of epithelial cell ;
1



Past-paper walk-through

Solution 1

(c)

Mark scheme
type:
active transport ;
explanation:
(particles move from) low(er) concentration to high(er) concentration ;
uses energy ;
3



Past-paper walk-through

Solution 1

(d) Mark scheme

any two from:
starch is insoluble ;
starch is (too) large ;
starch has already been broken down / AW ;
2
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February/March 2025
Guidance



Past-paper walk-through

Solution 1

(e) Mark scheme

any six from:
1
idea of before immersion cells are turgid / idea of after immersion cells
are flaccid or plasmolysed ;
2
idea of before immersion cell membrane or cytoplasm pushes against
cell wall / idea of after immersion cell membrane or cytoplasm pulls
away from cell wall ;



Past-paper walk-through

Solution 1

3
idea of before immersion increased turgor pressure / idea of after
immersion decreased turgor pressure ;
4
ref to osmosis ;
5
salt solution is concentrated or has a lower water potential / cytoplasm is
dilute or has a higher water potential ;
6
water moves from high water potential to low water potential ;



Past-paper walk-through

Solution 1

7
through a partially permeable membrane ;
8
cytoplasm / vacuole / cell contents, is darker (after immersion) / ora ;
9
cytoplasm / vacuole / cell contents, are more concentrated (after
immersion) / ora ;
6
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